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The B-P Singapore Tree Has Seven Roots

rb

uring the
decade of our Church, we put out five annual magazines in a row
^first
from 1955
to 7959-60.In 7977, a historical magazine of the BiÚle-Presbyterian
Çhgrçh of Singapore and Malaysia was published, thJbuk of its material contíibuted
by Life Church. Since then wehave goñe into hibernation!

flIJ

. The appeara-nce of this issue after such long years must find an enthusiastic response
from every Lifer. We want to thank the L rrá for the labour of love and artistic ìouch
that have gone into this work to make it a success.
magazine of this nature plays an important part in any Church. In it we find our
. _A
identity, whereby a.closer family spirit is èngendéred. Within these pages we may visit
with one another in two-dimensional convenience. We can learn oi one anoiher',
efforts in the service of the Lord and pray for one another more intelligently. As we
read of what God has done not only in oui midst, but also beyond our Fa-ir Isländ even
to the distant shores of Western Australia, we are surely insþired to give of ourselves
more fervenllf
¡o q. Lord. "And let us consider one a.rótherìo prorrole unto love and
to good works" (Heb. 10:24). Another use of these records is thát they will be archives
for future historians.

In this number we have, most importantly, stated the doctrinal position of our

Church vis-a-vis those which tend to lead astray the sheep from the fruttr. We have a
ql.":t_o"t heritage handed down to us throughout the centìries that must be preserved
till He comes.
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(Dr) Tintothr¡ Tow Siang Hui
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T t has been 15 long years since the last magazine of the Bible-Presbyterian Church
| *u, produced. Th"e'session therefore decidãd that the time was ripe ior Life Church
I to pioa.rce an informative magazine of her own covering the pêriod up to March

1987. The aim is to make our members, visitors and friends fully aware of the many
varied activities and vibrant life of the church.Thus every one who wants to, or ought to,
will be able to get involved in active Christian life and ministry.

We also desire that every aspect of our Church be known as far as possible. So
information is also given of ihe bãsic tenets of our Doctrinal Beliefs and Separatist Stand
as well as our churéh government and practice. A small section of precise articles- that
briefly teach the right view of some vital spiritual concerns is included. No one should be
led astray by prevalent spurious beliefs.
Five of our pastor's recent gospel messages have been rep
hope that theywill be the means of bringingthe light of salvati
to be reached with the Word of God. May they be brought in
We pray that the Lord in His goodness will bless the production of this-magazine. We
like toseé a great many, if notãil, benefit from and contribute to the life blood of the
church. It is our hope that, by His grace, the purpose of this magazine will be achieved
to His magnificent glory.

1W*"
.'Elder Chia Kim Chwee
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A GLANCE AT THE HISTORY oF.
LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHLRCH
by Deacon Geoffrey Tan Hock

lin

the Chinese Presbytery through
the Mother Churchl TÉe fight fir
the Faith commenced whèn the

Life Church Session commis-

sioned Rev Timothy Tow, Elder
Quek Kiok Chiang and Deacon
Hsu Chiang Tai to contend in the
Chinese Presbyterian Synod for
separation from the modernist
Malayan Christian Council for the
following reasons amongst others:

1.

The Malayan Christian Coun-

cil was in the hands of modernists.

Bible Presbyterian Church was inaugurated on oct 20th 1950 at
prinsep Street in the
5,3_O p.m.
.
3s Life ChuTh English Servicãat 144
"Say Mia Tng" Teoche-w presbyterian Church Ëuilding with
,l¿l_old

T
|

2. It

Rev Timo.thy T9-w,as pastor. Approximaîely r20 peopre attendðd the
inauguration
_w1!h 30 members tiánsferred fiom thè Tèochew-speaking
mother church. The sunday school was started in November 1950 with27
children in 3 classes. Rev iimothy Tow was the Superintendent.

The Church was administered
by an Interim Committee consisting of Session members from the
mother Church and the Pastor Rev

Timothy Tow. The Elders were

After six months, the Pastor,
Rev Timothy Tow went on numer-

ous missionary journeys with
Deacon Hsu Chiang Tai to the
North and the East Coast of
Malaya.

was also part of the Singa-

pore-Johore Inter-Religious

ife_

Organisation which conslsted

of Muslims, Buddhists,

Ro-

man Catholics, Hindus, Sikhs
and the like.

3.

It was a member of the International Missionary Council
which was associated with the

World Council of Churches
which sought to promote a
"One World Church" of believers and unbelievers.

4. Through the
Kiok Meng.
The Life Church English Service
progressed quickly, enthusiastic in
reaching out to those who did not
know Christ. In a short space of
time the congregation increased

Separation from Chinese
Presbyterian Synod

Since its inauguration

of Christian Churches.

Life
Church refused to have any con-

nection with the

President was Dr Tow Siang Hwa.

I

Life

Church was associated with the
20th Century Reformation Movement of the Intemational Council
Ecumenical

Movement or be a member of the
Malayan Christian Council in
which the Chinese Presbyterian
Synod was a member. However,
Life Church was still attached to

International
Missionary Council and the
World Council of Churches,

the Malayan Christian Council
was seeking the re-unification

of Protestants and
Catholics.

Roman

Zion and Faith B-P

ife

Church . . . withdrew from the
Chinese Presbyterian Synod and re-named
herself the Life Bible-Presbyterian Church in
January 1955. This saw the birth of the
Bible-Presbyterian Movement which stands for
the separation from unholy alliances and
unbelief. "

Life Church was unsuccessful in
pressing for the withdrawal of the

Chinese Presbyterian

Church

Synod from the Malayan Christian

Council. Life Church then withdrew from the Chinese Presbyterian Synod and re-named herself
the Life Bible-Presbyterian Church
in January 1955. This saw the birth
of the Bible-Presbyterian movement which stands for the separation from unholy alliances and unbelief. The Bible-Presbyterian

Church today has 44 Churches
and Mission stations in Singapore
and Malaysia besides the abundant Gospel Mission work in
Indonesia, Thailand, India and
Australia, and a Bible College in
Singapore and Indonesia.

Kelapa Sawit Gospel
Mission
In 1954 the Kelapa Sawit Gospel
Mission was established by the
Malaysia Pioneer Mission of which
Rev Timothy Tow was the director. The Gospel Mission was
planted by Dr Andrew Gih of China. Miss Leona Wu of Chin Lien
Bible School requested Rev Tow to

help Kelapa Sawit. Consequently
the Malaysia Pioneer Mission

together with the

Churches
In 7957 the Life Church Session
commissioned Rev Quek Kiok
Chiang and Deacon Chia Kim
Chwee to start the Zion Sunday

School and the Zion

Newton Life Church
In 1955, one hundred members
of the Teochew-speaking mother
Church branched out to found the

Newton Life Church.

Bible-

Presbyterian Church in the Zion
Kindergarten Building in Serangoon Garden Estate. This property
was offered to Life Church by the
Christian Stewardship Foundation
which lacked funds to continue
their projects. In ]une 7957 Zion
B-P Church was established with
Rev Quek as pastor.

Deacons

Ang Kheng Chiang and Quek Kiok

Meng then left Life

Deacon Quek Kiok Meng found-

Presbyterian Church to join the
Session of Newton Life Church.

ed the Central Christian Church
which met in the Chung Hwa Institution, 56 Short Street. Even-

Sembawang B-P Church

Christian
Church merged with the Chinese
Service of Zion Bible-Presbyterian

Bible-

tually the Central

Church into the Faith

Bible-

In January 1957, a Committee
comprising Rev. Timothy Tow,
Rev Quek Kiok Chiang, Deacon

Presbvterian Church on 30th Jan-

Chia Kim Chwee, Deaconess Ruth

Church and Faith

Lim, Bro Andrew Heng, Bro William Seah and Bro Lawrence
Leong was formed to start the
Senrbawang Sunday School in the
home of Mr and Mrs Seow Chong
Pin in Nemesu Avenue. On 20th
January 7957 Deacon Chia Kim
Chwee became the Superintendent of Sembawang Sunday
School. Subsequently, the Young
People's group was affiliated with
the International Christian Youth.
Eventually the Sembawang BiblePresbyterian Church came into

Presbyterian Church then formed

uary 1960. Life Bible-Presbyterian
Church, Zion Bible-Presbyterian
Bible-

the Presbytery of the

Bible-

Presbyterian Church of Singapore
and Malaysia on 24th July 1960.

r

being.

Singapore

Christian Evangelistic League of
which Miss Wu was the President,
assumed responsibility for Kelapa
Sawit.
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"Ground-breaking" at
furcng Town (797L)
by Rev Quek Kiok
Chiang-

Life Church Youth FellowshiP
Committee, 1956'

C

=
Land-claiming and Thanksgiving
Service at Gilstead Road, 7957.

I

Life

Zion B-P Church

-

the

Mother Church

'r
;

Galilee B-P Church

Far Eastern Bible College

ln 7960, Rev Paul Contento of
the Overseas Missionary Fellowship asked Life Church if she

With the rapid increase of Churches and Mission stations in the
Bible-Presbyterian Church, it was
imperative that a Bible College be
established to train suitable work-

would continue his Gospel witness in the Western coastal section

of Singapore at 58 Pasir Panjang
Road. Life Church took over the
tenancy of the house and started

the Galilee

Bible-Presbyterian

Church on June 5th 1960.

Rev

Tow was the founding pastor.

Bethlehem-furong B-P Church

In the same year Rev Tow was
called to pray for and baptise the

Chandra family and their

youngest son who was very
seriousÌy sick. The child recovered. The parents were grateful
and invited Miss Ivy Tan (now
Mrs Tow) to start a Children's Bible Class in their home on October
8th 1960. This Bible class led to
their formation of the Sunday
School and the Bethlehem-Jurong
Bible-Presbyterian Church.

Mt. Carmel B-P Church
The next branch Sunday School,
known as Mount Carmel Sunday
School was started by Deacon
Robert Ong in his home at 208

Redhill Close with the help of
Eio Eng Hua on December 4th

1960. Deacon Robert Ong wanted
to combat the superstition of idol
worship in the neighbouring hill
area. Deacon Ong is now serving in
Mount Carmel B-P Church which
grew from the Sunday School.
Calvary Pandan B-P Church
10

ers for the Lord's vineyard. The
decision was made by the joint
Sessions of Life, Zion, Faith and
Galilee Bible-Presbyterian Churches on September 19th 1960. A
three-man Interim Committee
comprising Rev Timothy Tow, Rev
Quek Kiok Chiang and Dr Tow
Siang Hwa drew up the constitution and prospectus for the college. In conjunction with the Independent Board for Presbyterian
Foreign Missions, the four B-P

Churches established the Far
Eastern Bible College. It was
officially opened on September
77th 7962.

Outreaches in Toa Payoh

In April 1969 the Toa Payot'.
Chinese Christian Church began

with support from Faith

B-P

Church. The English Service was
started on September 72ttl 7971
with Bro Peter Chua, as the
pastor. An Interim Committee
comprising Dr Patrick Tan, Bro
Stephen kuan, and Bro John Lim
with Rev Timothy Tow and Rev
Quek Kiok Chiang as advisors,
was appointed to oversee the
work. This English Service has
today become the Sharon BiblePresbyterian Church.

i
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Calvary B-P Chruch

New Life B-P Church

Dr Tow Siang Hwa was moved
to establish a church in Jurong. He
secured a piece of land from the
Jurong Town Council. On August
74th 7977 the Ground Breaking

A group of young Lifers named
the "Beulah Group" led by Bro

Service of

Calvary

Bible-

Presbyterian Church was held,
and on 31 Dec 7973 Calvary B-P
Church came into being.

Grace B-P Church
On Jan 3rd 1976 the Grace Bible-

Presbyterian Church was inaugurated at 5 Jalan Haji Salam, Bedok
to evangelise the eastern part of
Singapore. This house-church

was a loving gift from a Life B-P
Church sister. Dr Patrick Tan was
appointed pastor.

Peter Eng began evangelistic work

in the satellite town of

Woodlands. They found that the Housing and Development Board was
offering land for sale for the
building of a Church. Life Church
successfully ter.dered for the land.
Construction of the New Life B-P
Church started on June 6th 7982
and on Oct 30, 1983, Rev Tan Wai
Choon was installed as the pastor.

The Lord has used Life BiblePresbyterian Church throughout
the thirty-six years of its existence
to spread the gospel, establish
churches and missions in Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia and
Thailand and fight the good fight
of faith. She is "Holding forth the
I
Word of Life".
Carmel B-P Church

Calvary/Bethlehem

- furong

B-P Church

CALVARY
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They that trust

in the LORD shall be as mount

Zion,

which cannot be rcmoved, but abideth for evet.

-

Psaln 125:1

the mountains ate round about lerusalem, so the LORD is
rcund about his people ftom henceforth even fot ever.

As

The LORD hath done great things

for

Psalm 125:2

us; whereof we ate glad.

-

Psalm 126:3

Except the LORD build the house, they labow in vain that build

tt
-

Psalm 127:1a
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DIRECTORY OF OUR DAUGHTER CHURCHES
CALVARY BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

At Pandan: 201 Pandan

Gardens (2260)

Pastor: Rev (Dr) Tow Siang Hwa
Tel: 5603885
10.30 am (English)

HC:4th Sunday

6.00 pm Sunset Gospel Hour
8.00 am (Mandarin)

HC:4th Sunday

AtJurong:1 Tao Ching Road (2261)
Assoc. Pastor: Rev James Chan Lay Seng

lel:2654295
9.30 am (English)
7.30 pm (Mandarin/Cantonese)

HC:'1st Sunday
HC: 1st Sunday

O New,

BETHLEHEM JURONG BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
1

Tao Ching Road (2261)

Pastor: Rev Burt Subramaniam flamil)
Mr Yap Beng Shin (English)

ret2654295

EXPRE

4.00 pm fl-amil)
4.00 pm (English)

HC: 3rd Sunday
HC:3rd Sunday

Calvary,

Bethlehem Jurong

o"o^r$ Galilee
O Mount
Carmel

GALILEE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
202

P

andan Gardens (2260)

Pastor: Rev Philip Heng
Assoc. Pastor: Rev Frankie Low
Tel: 560241 0
9.30 am (English)

HC: lstSunday

HC: HolyCommunion
14

S/

DIRECTORY OF OUR DAUGHTER CHURCHES
GRACE BIBLE.PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
5 Jalan Haji Salam (1646)

Pastor: Rev Tan Eng Boo
4422440

fet

9.00 am (English)
3.00 pm (Mandarin)
5.00 pm (English)

HC: 1st Sunday
HC: 1st Sunday

HC:2nd Sunday

MOUNT CARMEL BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
Clementi Bible Centre,
152 West Coast Road (0512)
Pastor: Rev David Wong

&.

ïel:7795077
10.30 am (English)

HC: 1 st Sunday

NEW LIFE BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Life

10 Marsiling Lane (1542)

Acting Pastor: Rev (Dr) Patrick Tan
Tel:3686322
8.00 am flamil)
9.30 am (Chinese)
11.00 am (English)

Q Sembawang

Q

Zion

HC: 2nd Sunday
HC: 1st Sunday

HC: lstSunday

SEMBAWANG BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SSWAY

Grace

o

9 Kalidasa Avenue (2678)
Pastor: Rev Bobby Phee

Tel:4529505

i

I

o

9.45 am (English)

HC:3rd Sunday

lArOn

S

SHARON BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
9-A Gilstead Road (1130)
Pastor: Rev Peter Chua

ret2704059
4.30 pm (English)

HC: 1st Sunday

ZION BIBLE-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Tavistock Avenue ('1955)
Pastor: Rev (Dr) Quek Swee Hwa

5

Tel:2841987

8.50 am (English)
2.30 pm fl-agalog)
3.00 pm ffamil)

4.00 pm (English)

HC: 3rd Sunday
HC: 3rd Sunday
HC: lst Sunday

HC:3rd

Sunday

HC: Holy Communion
15
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CHURCH

Rea Pøtrick Tan
Associate Pastor

1. INTRODUCTION

3. MEMBERSHIP

Life B-P Church began as the Life Church English
with
Rev Timothy Tow as the pastor. The motto of the
church is "Holding forth the Word of Life".
(PhiI 2:76)

A Christian is admitted as a member of the Church
primarily through baptism. The following are the
pre-requisites for membership:-

Service at 144 Prinsep Street on October 20, 1950

a)

witness of his salvation.

We belonged to the Synod of the Chinese Presbyte-

rian Church. In January 1955 Life Church withdrew
from the Chinese Presbyterian Synod because the
Synod refused to leave the ecumenical and liberal
Malayan Christian Council. The Church was renamed Life Bible-Presbyterian Church. This was the
beginning of the Bible-Presbyterian Church movement, a strong uncompromising witness for the truth
of God's Word. The Church then affiliated with the
International Council of Christian Churches and its
Far Eastern chapter, the Far Eastern Council of
Christian Churches. To this day we remain loyal to
the cause of ecclesiasticaÌ separation from ecumenism
and liberalism. Together with brethren of like mind
around the world, we "earnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints". lude 3)
(A longer account of our history by Deacon Geoffrey Tan

ís

He must show evidence of having received Jesus
Christ as his Lord and Saviour. His life must bear

b) He must attend a catechism

class

c) He must satisfy the Board of elders as to his
Christian faith, knowledge and manner of life.

d)

He must accept the B-P Constitution and respect
the authority of the elders and the Ch urch.

e)

He must be 21 years of age. Parental consent for

membership is otherwise needed.

Members may be admitted by transfer from other
churches. Those who received baptism when they
were infants need to reaffirm their Christian faith
before being members. This process is called
"Affirmation of Faith."

on page 8).

A communicant member is one who can participate
in the Annual Congregational Meeting. He is eligible
to vote and stand for election. He can partake the
Holy Communion.

2. OUR CHURCH

CONSTITUTION

4. BAPTISM

Our Church is governed according to a Constitu-

After a person has accepted Jesus as Saviour and
Lord, he should seek baptism and become a full
communicant member of the Church. Baptism is
commended by the Bible. (Ácfs 2:38) In the Great
Commission given by our Lord, He declares the
baptismal formula: "baptising them in the name of

tion. It details the Objects of the Church,

the
Doctrinal Beliefs, the Principles of Government, the
Practices of the Church, Membership and the Church
government. Members have certain rights and must
accept certain responsibilities.
'16

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Chost."
(Matt 28:79) Our Lord Jesus was baptised in the river
Jordan by John the Baptist. Although the Son of God
needed no baptism, He submitted to baptism in order
"to fulfil all righteousness". (Mntt 3:15)
Baptism is done only once as an outward manifestation of inward grace. At baptism the Christian
publicly testifies of his conversion and identification

As more Bible-Presbyterian Churches are founded
through the years Presbyteries and then a Synod are
established. Both Presbyteries and Synod are represented by the B-P ministers and Elde.rs. The affiliation
of B-P Churches to the Synod is for the strengthening
of mutual fellowship, encouragement and unity for
the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.
(Reu 1:9)

with Christ. Baptism is symbolic. The mode of
baptism by our Church is sprinkling (or pouring).
Our Church also believes in and practises infant
baptism. We believe that in the early Church when
families came to believe in Christ and were baptised,
it would have included children. AIso there is the
example of the parents of Jesus who brought the
eight-day old Jesus to the Temple for the rite of
circumcision. (Lk 2:27) Baptism is the New Testament
equivalent of circumcision.
In infant baptism, the parents are required to take

a

vow to bring up their children in the faith and to
claim for them the promise of salvation. (Acts 76:31)

6.

THE LORD'S
DAY WORSHIP

Sunday is kept by our Church as the Lord's Day for
public worship. This is in keeping with the practice of
the Apostolic Church. They met on the first day of
the week to break bread (Holy Communion) and to
hear the apostles preach. (Acts 20:7) Sunday is called
the Lord's Day (Re'o 7:10) as it was the day our Lord

5. OUR CHURCH

GOVERNMENT

Jesus rose from the dead. It is therefore very
meaningful for us to go to Church as members of the
visible church for corporate worship. The Bible urges
us to keep this appointment faithfully every week.
(Heb 70:25)

Life Church is governed by a session consisting of 2
pastors, 7 elders and 12 deacons. These officers are
elected at an Annual Congregational Meeting for a
three-year term. A deacon is appointed as clerk of
Session. Two deacons are appointed treasurer and
assistant treasurer.
There are several functional committees that assist
in the total management of the Church, such as the
Finance Committee, the Extension Building Committee and the Welfare Fund Committee.

The Church believes in decentralisation. Thus,
there are Feilowship Croups which operate autonomously but remain responsible to the Session.
Advisors are appointed for the various Fellowships
from the Session. Church members are encouraged to
join one of the Fellowships according to their age and
interest. These Fellowship Groups offer many areas
of Christian service.
There are a number of outreaches that are related to
the church but are controlled by their own management committees. These include Christian Life Book

Centre and several language worship services.

The Sunday Worship that we have is called "Led
Worship". There is a definite structure and frequently it is led by the pastor or chaired by a member of the
Session. The opening prayer is called the Invocation
or Call to Worship. It is an act of worship calling upon
God to bless the whole worship. The Bible is read as a
responsive reading for congregational participation.
The offering is an integral part of the worship. It
expresses our love for the Lord and supports His
work in a tangible way. The preaching of God's Word
is central to the worship. The central position of the
pulpit emphasises that centrality. The message from
the pulpit is from the Lord. God's servants speak
with His authority. The worship concludes with the
benediction by the pastor. It is the Lord's parting
blessing upon His people.
The attire at worship must reflect the sacredness of
the occasion. It must be neat and decent, as one is in
the presence of God. Punctuality is expected. In fact
one should be present before the Service begins to

silently meditate and prepare to meet the Lord. )
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Whot We
7.TrIE HOLY
COMMUNION
On the first Sunday of every month, Holy Communion is served. It is also called "the Lord's
Supper" and "Breaking of Bread". It is taken in
remembrance of the Lord Jesus till He comes again.
The bread represents the body of Jesus and the grape
juice, the blood of Jesus. It was on the cross that our
Saviour's body was broken and His blood was shed.
(7 Cor 77:23-30) The Holy Communion must be taken
solemnly and with deep reverence. We must prepare
ourselves spiritually. We come to the Lord's table in
humility and repentance. We must have forgiven one
another and ceased all bitterness at Holy Communion. If there are bitterness and unconfessed sins, it is
better to refrain until we are right with God.

The Lord's Supper can be taken onÌy by baptised
Christians. Children of believing parents, baptised as
infants must wait till they are affirmed in the faith.

BELIEVE

by Rea Pøtrick
Associate Pqstor

l..INTRODUCTION
We believe in "the Reformed Faith". The doctrines
are contained in the historic Westminster Confession
of Faith. We use the Westminster Shorter and Larger
Catechisms to teach new Christians in the Faith.

"The apostles' Creed" contains our Faith in a nutshell. We say "the Lord's Prayer" as taught by Jesus
Himself. We order our lives according to God's Ten
Commandments. They are as follows:

The Apostles' Creed. I believe in God the
Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: and in

Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Chost, born of the Virgin
}.lary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge
the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Catholic
Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.
8.

THE PRAYER
MEETING

Public prayer as a body of the Church of God is
encouraged. Every Tuesday at 8.00 pm, the Church
gathers for corporate prayer. Jesus promises that
when two or three are gathered in His name, He will

be in their midst. He promises to answer prayers
when there is unity of purpose. (Matt78:79,20)
Recently we opened ân opþortunity for worshippers
to request for prayers. Many have responded, and
frequently prayers were answered before Tuesday
night. Our God cares. As a measure of seriousness in
requesting for prayer, we ask petitions to be presented at the prayer meeting. The spiritual life of the
Church is seen at the prayer meeting. The work of the
Lord needs prayer support. The sick and weak are
helped because the faithful prayed. (ls 5:75) ¡

The Lord's Prayer:

Our Father which art in heaven.
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever. Amen
The Ten Commandments:

1. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
rmage.

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy
God in vain.

4. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
5. Honour thy father and thy mother.
6. Thou shalt not kill.
7. Thou shalt not commit adultery.
8. Thou shalt not steal.
9. Thou shaÌt not bear false witness against thy
neighbour.
10. Thou shalt not covet
18

4. THE VIRGIN BIRTH
OF JESUS
Some Christians do not believe in the Virgin birth
of Jesus. The liberals say that it does not matter as
long as we believe in |esus. Both the Old Testament
(lsø 7:74) and the gospels (Matt 7:23) are very clear
about this issue. Jesus was conceived by the Holy
Ghost. He had no earthly father and only Mary was
the chosen means by which the second person of the
Trinity could be God become man, to live among men
and then to give His life a ransom for men.

Tøn

2.

BIBLICAL
INERRANCY

(PhiI 2:6-77)
Because Jesus was virgin-born, we can be assured

The Bible is the Word of God. We believe that the
writing of the Bible is divinely inspired so that every
word and every syllable have divine endorsement.
Therefore the Bible is infallible (has no mistakes) and
inerrant (cannot make mistakes). Although God is
the author of the Bible, He used holy men who were

moved by the Holy Ghost to do the writing.
(2 Pet 1:27) Therefore the Bible is the Christians'
supreme and final authority in faith and life. The
Bible is therefore profitable for the Christian for his
correction and instruction. In obeying the Word of
God, the Christian will mature in the faith and be
trained to do all good works. (2Tim3:76,77)
Inerrancy and infallibility of the Bible are applied to
the original manuscripts. Our Church believes that
the Authorised Version or King James Translation is
faithful to the original text. Therefore the KJV is our
officialÌy approved Bible for public reading. Flowever
for private Bible Study, the New International Version can be used. We reject the New English Bible
and the Revised Standard Version as they contain
liberal inaccuracies.

3.

THE HOLY TRINITY

that He was born without sin. Throughout His

thirty-three years on earth Jesus was sinless and none
could convict Him of any sin. (/n 8:46) Only a sinless
God can take upon Himself the sins of sinful man,
pay the price of death for our sins on the cross and
obtain for us full and complete forgiveness. The
doctrine of salvation is the substitutionary sacrifice of
the sinless Son of God, i.e. Christ died for our sins
that we mav have eternaÌ life.

THE CHRISTIAN

5.

GOSPEL
The gospel is the Good News. This good news is

found in John 3:16. Martin Luther calls this Bible
verse, "the Bible in miniature". All who repent of
their sins and believe in Jesus are accepted before
God on the grounds of the finished work of Jesus on
the cross. The doctrine of salvation consists of the
following essentials :a)

Man who was created in the image of God sinned

b)

Jesus came into this sinful world to show us that

c)

Salvation therefore is by grace through faith.
(Eph 2:8,9) No man can work for his salvation.
But all who repent of their sins and receive ]esus
Christ as Saviour will be saved. The Bible calls the
sinner saved by grace, "a child of God". (ln 7:72)

The Christian is baptised in the Name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost. This is reference

to the Holy Trinity. (Møtt2B:79) Another

direct

reference is from 1 John 5:7. The Trinity is a unity.

All three are co-equal and co-eternal. Although the
word "Trinity" does not appear in the Bible, the
person and work of all three persons are refeffed to,
in innumerable places in Scripture. The Triune God is
involved in the creation of the world, (Gen 1:26) and
is the author of man's salvation. (Jn 3:5) God the
Father loves the world, God the Son gave His life for
sinful man on the cross and God the Holy Spirit
convicts us of our sins and enables us to accept the
gift of salvation.

through the fall of Adam. (Rom 3:23) This resulted in man's separation from God which
means both physical and spiritual death.
God is love. He went to the cross voluntarily to
die for sinners. He satisfied the demands of a
righteous God that sinners must die. (Rom 6:23)

The Good News further tell us that the sinner, once
saved, and is a Christian, cannot be lost. This is the
Reformed Faith. The Christian is secure in Christ.
This assurance of salvation is given by Christ Him-

self. (ln

10:27-30)

>
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EVIDENCE OF THE
RESURRECTION

6.

St Paul shows that the resurrection of Jesus is an
established fact and it is the cornerstone of the
messages of the apostles. (1 Cor 15) The validity of
the resurrection affects some vital Christian doctrines. if it can be proven that Christ did not rise
again, Christianity becomes the same as any other
religion. After the crucifixion and burial but before
His ascension, Jesus appeared no less than 10 times
to more than 500 different people. He once challenged doubting Thomas to touch His nail-pierced
hands, (Jn 20:27) in His appearance to the disciples
after His resurrection.
The spiritual significance of the resurrection is that
Christ is victorious over man's worst enemy, namely
death. By His resurrection He has conquered death.
God has accepted the death of His Son as sufficient
payment for the sins of mankind and has restored
Jesus to His rightful position as a member of the Holy
Trinity. ]esus therefore has obtained victory for the
Christian not only in the present life but in the life

after death.

mankind must come before Christ at the Great White
Throne to face their final judgement. The Book of Life
will be opened. Your name is written in this book if
you are a child of God. If not, the judgement will
deliver you into the lake of hre, that is hell.
(Rea 20:75) The Millennium, the Judgement Seat of
Christ and hell are literal places. They are not
metaphorical as the Liberals will present them. Let us
be forewarned that we may be adequately prepared.

8.

BIBLICAL
SEPARATION

Because Biblical separation is so important today, it
has become necessary for this position of the Church
to be estabÌished in the constitution of the B-P Church

of Singapore. Biblical separation is commanded in
2 Cor 6:74 and many other passages of the Bible.
What must Christians and thè Chulch be separated
from?
Firstly the Christian must separate from all forms of
worldliness and all manner of sin. (7 ln 2:75) God is
holy and Christians are instructed to be holy.
(7 Pet 7:76) The world is sinful and Christians are
constantly tempted. The Christian must not provide
occasions for temptation. (Roz 73:14) On the contrary, he must flee especially if it involves sexual lust.
(2 Tím 2:22)

T.IESUS IS COMING

AGAIN
The most direct reference is from Jesus Himself. He

"I will come again". U" 14:3) There are
numerous references in the New Testament that
Jesus is coming again. The two angels who were
present at the ascension of Jesus at Mount Olivet in
Jerusalem said that Jesus would come again in the
same manner, that is a visible, literal and bodily
return. Christians have waited patiently for 20 centuries. The early Christians were impatient and Peter
had to rebuke them. He explained that "the Lord is
not slack concerning His promises," rather He "is
longsuffering towards us, not willing that any should
perish, but that all shouÌd come to repentance."
(2 Pet 3:9) He will come unexpectedly and when He
does come, it will be too late to evangelise the lost.
declares,

The B-P Church believes in the premillenial return
of our Lord. This means that the Second Coming of
Jesus will usher in 1000 years of peace under the
Kingship of Jesus. Those Christians who have served
their Saviour well will receive their rewards and rule
with Chdst during the milÌennium. (Rea 20:4) Satan
and his angels will be shut up in hell awaiting the day
of final judgement. At the end of the milÌennium, all
20

Secondly, the church must separate from ecclesiastical idolatry and apostasy. Today more and more
theologians are falling away from the historic faith
and surrendering their conservative position for
uncertain Church unity. Ecumenism is an attempt at
Christian unity without any regard for Bible doctrines. Today ecumenism is promoted by the World
Council of Churches (WCC). Many evangelical
churchmen had elected to remain in the WCC in the
vain hope of giving it Christian bearing or reforming
it from within. The real outcome is that they are
finaÌly absorbed by it. The WCC has begun to unite
with the Greek Orthodox Church and has been
espousing the Roman Catholic Church. This unity is
an abomination to the Lord. The latest is that the
WCC has started dialogue with the world's "living
faiths" to seek understanding and unity with all
faiths, not just Christian faiths. From ecumenism,
apostasy, liberalism and New Evangelicalism, our
Church stands resolutely separate.

On the other hand we unite with brethren of like
precious faith, to encourage one another and to
promote corporate ministries. For this reason the B-P
Church is affiliated to the International Council of
Christian Churches, so that with all Bible-believing
and separated churches around the world, we can
I
corporately defend the faith. (lude 3)

0uR

PRACTICES

by

Rea Pøtrick Tøn

1.. INTRODUCTION
After believing in Jesus, the miracle of conversion takes place. St Paul calls Christian conversion a "new creation" (2 Cor 5:77). The believer's
heart is changed, he has new values and his
behaviour will be different. Old things are passed
away, everything has become new. It is from this
position that we take a look at Christian practices.
A new Christian must learn new skills to help him
mature in the faith and prePare him to face the
temptations of the world.
The Christian's desire is to be like his Master
and this is not always easy. The Christian is not
exempt from the demands and dangers of normal
life. But the Christian is always assured of grace
to help in time of need (Heb 4:76). The Christian
often asks if it is right or not to do this or that.
The answer may not always be clearcut. Therefore, we must pray that the Holy Spirit will use
the Holy Scriptures to edify and instruct us.

3. EVANGELISM
Is it not your experience that now that you are
converted to Christianity you desire to share the
joy of salvation with someone else? Usually you
will like to tell your close friend or relatives that
you are now a Christian. i call this personal
evangelism. The witnessing is spontaneous. It is
the result of an overflowing of joy in the heart
and your desire that others may also hear the

Gospel and be saved. Of course for greater
effectiveness you will want to present the Gospel
systematically. Different schemes have been developed. It is not necessary to adhere rigidly to
any one. The essential ingredients of the gospei
are the following:

(a) There is a God who created man to have
fellowship with Him.
(b) Man has broken that fellowship by his sins
and disobedience.
(c)

2. PERSONAL
QUIET TIME
The practice of keeping a daily personal quiet
You
should deliberately allocate some time each day
for personal devotions in prayer and reading the
Bible. Fifteen to twenty minutes in the morning
before leaving for work or in the evening before
retiring to bed will be adequate. There should be
a system of Bible reading with a definite objective
or target. The RPG (Read, Pray and Grow)
programme is recommended. You should begin

time is necessary for spiritual growth.

with a ptayü of praise. Then read the RPG
Scripture portion for the day. Read the RPC
Notes and meditate on the message from the
Lord. Close with a prayer of thanksgiving and
petition.

Using the RPG does not preclude reading
systematically a few more chapters a day from

the Bible. if you have not read the Bible once
through, you might want to do that by taking 1 or
2 chapters a day, dating each book after completion. You will enjoy a bird's-eye view of the Bible.

Jesus Christ came to reconcile man to Cod by
His sacrificial death upon the cross.

(d) Repent and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and you will be saved (Acús 76:37).
From personal evangelism we move to mass
evangelism. Church-based evangelism has been
organised from time to time. Evangelism through
filmshows is popular. You can bring loved ones
and friends to these evangelistic meetings. The
messages are biblical and powerful. The evangelists are carefully chosen and they are men of
God. However, the nationwide evangelistic crusades like those organised for Dr Billy Graham
and Dr Luis Palau are shunned by the B-P
Church. These evangelistic efforts are termed
cooperative evangelism and it means that cooperation is sought from all local churches without
regard for their doctrinal position. The second
reason why the B-P Church does not support
these crusades is the dilution of the message. The
message is not God-centred but man-centred.
People are called to believe in Christ without a
call to grieve over and forsake sin. It is therefore
possible that the conversions are not lasting. Easy
believism, as it is sometimes called, cannot ride
through the trials and temptations of the Christian life. There is no real commitment to Christ
except a passing emotional experience. >
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To attain to Christian discipleship may take
time. It may take longer for some Christians to
mature spiritually. It is necessary to nourish a
spiritual life. The first step is to know God's
Word deeply. The Sunday School is where you

4. CHRISTIAN

can get the Bible lessons systematically according

to your age. It is also the place where your
spiritual life is nurtured. The Bible is studied

STEWARDSHIP

It is a clear teaching of the Bible that Christians
are called upon to be stewards of what God has

entrusted to them (I Pet 4:70). A steward is
someone entrusted with the management of
property, finance, or other affairs. God has
entrusted to us many things, but in this section
we will consider only finance. All that we have
and earn comes from God. He is the source of all
good things. Stewardship of Cod's money/
viewed broadly, means the wise and systematic
management of the money we receive every
month. Tithing is taught in the Old Testament.
Abraham and other patriarchs tithed. Tithing
means the setting aside of one-tenth for the Lord.

The balance of the money is used for the basic

of life. The Christian is urged to be
thrifty and to save. Savings can be invested or at
least kept in the bank for interest. The folly is to
pander to our wants and desires of the flesh.
necessities

book by book or topically. No one is too old for
Sunday School. There is a class for everyone,
from the nursery to the adult class. I suggest you
start coming to Sunday School and begin to know
your Bible well.
The second step towards Christian discipleship

is to develop a strong relationship with fellowbelievers. Christianity, although a personal faith,
is also a corporate one. As many pieces of coal in

the fire-place burn brightly, so Christians as a
body of Jesus Christ are strong and have a bright

witness. In Life Church there are many Fellowships that cater for the social and spiritual
needs of different groups. There are the Youth
Fellowship, Young Adult Fellowship, Adult Fellowship, Women's FeÌlowship, Life Bible Class
and the Church Choir. It is also in these Fellowships that you develop your talents. Many
times the call to Christian service comes as you
involve yourselves in the Lord's work through
the Fellowships.

Stewards must be faithful. We have to give an
account of our stewardship to God. Money
offered to God is banking in heaven, "where
neither moth or rust doth corrupt, and where

thieves do not break through nor steai"

(Matt 6:20). But the money given as an offering

in Church goes to advance God's kingdom, the
salvation of souls and the strengthening of the
saints. The Church is also a steward of the money

which worshippers offer faithfully. The Session
of the church decides on how best to use the
money for maintenance of the local church and
missions abroad.

6. CHRISTIAN

t

Ø

CULTURE
Are Christians "peculiar" people? Indeed, they
(I Pet 2:9). Christians can be identified
amongst the people they live with. They are in
the world but not of the world (ln 17:75,76). You
see them carrying the Bible on Sunday going to
Church. By and large, Christians do not smoke or

are

5. CHRISTIAN
DISCIPLESHIP
Discipleship means full commitment to Jesus
Christ. It means denying self the pleasures of this

life and being prepared to suffer for His
Jesus said,

"If

any man

will

sake.

come after me, let
him Ceny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow rne" (Matt 16:24). Someone wanted to
follow Jesus wherever He went. ]esus answered,
"The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air
have nests: but the son of man hath not where to
lay his head."
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drink. They do not enjoy the worldly pleasures
such as dancing and going to the cinema. This
does not mean that Christianity is a cuÌtural
desert. The Church, for example, encourages
sacred music, promotes Christian tourism to the
Holy Land, and organises Bible camps for recreation. Cultural activities are acceptable when they
are wholesome: "Whatsoever things are lovely . . . of good report; if there be any virtue . . .
think on these things" (Phil4:8).
There are two kinds of Greek philosophers
mentioned in the epistles. The Stoics say, "I am
the master of my own fate." The Epicureans say,
"Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die."

Both reject God and live for themselves. But the

Christian belongs to God, body and

soul.

8. THE CHRISTIAN
CITIZENSHIP
(I Cor 6:19,20).

While our citizenship is assuredly in heaven,
we also owe our loyalty to our country. The
Christian is admonished to be obedient to the
laws of the land, to respect the lawfully elected
government and to pay the dues of citizenship.
Read Rom. 13. Hence it is our duty to pay taxes,
serve in the National Service and vote wisely at
the general elections. Christians should also be
politically aware, so that they can participate
intelligently in the public affairs of the State.

7. ENGAGEMENT,
MARRIAGE AND
THE CHRISTIAN
HOME
One common failure in the Christian life is
by the New Testament as "unequal
yoking" (2 Cor 6:74).In simple terms, Christians
should marry in the faith. The Bible prohibits
Christians marrying non-Christians. This will
spare you a multitude of sorrows. Once a couple

Should Christians be involved in social work?
The Second Commandment is, "Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself." Where there is oPportunity, we must do good and help the helpless.
Social work, however, can only be secondary to
evangelism. When God saves our soul, He also
delivers our body. His providential care provides

described

contemplates marriage, they should make certain
preparations. Engagement is commonly practised with an exchange of rings and the pastor's

blessings. However, engagement is neither a
legal nor an ecclesiastical requirement. What is
more important is to approach the pastor for
pre-marital counselling. Do not hastily enter into
marriage unless you are very sure of yourself,
and after you have sought the Lord's will for your
life.
Marriage is a divine institution and should be
considered seriously and carefully. The B-P
Church wants all couples to have their marriages
solemnised in Church rather than at the Registry
of Marriages. Couples should, above all, seek
God's blessings first. Church marriage is worship
unto the Lord. If, for any reason, a couple has to
be married at the Registry of Marriages then there

can only be a church blessing. You should
consult the pastor. He may be able to help you in
your predicament.

r

for our physical needs. Christians must be in-

volved in the society they live in, contributing no
less to the social well-being of our neighbours.

9.

CONCLUSION
There must be many more matters to discuss
with the young Christian. But for lack of space
and time, this will suffice. In maturing, the
Christian must read widely and search the
Scriptures himself. You can learn from the Sunday School lessons, pulpit messages and various
other sources. The Holy Spirit Himself is the best
teacher. But the student must be attentive and
zealous to learn. May we all grow in grace and in
the knowledge of Christ our Lord and Saviourl

rHe is no foolwho gives what he cannot keep
to gain what he cannot lose.
Jim Elliot

"

-
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PASTOF

REV DR TIMOTHY TOW SIANG HUI
Age: 66 years
7940-7946
1945

Certified Interpreter, Supreme Court, Singapore
Craduate, Judicial Officers Training Institute

7946-7947
1950
7959

Spiritual Training Theological Seminary, Nanking, China
M.Div., Faith Theological Seminary, USA
S.T.M., Faith Theological Seminary, USA
D.D., Shelton College, USA
American Institute of Holy Land Studies, Jerusalem.

7964
7969

1950
1968
7962

to date
to date
to date

7978-7979
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Pastor, Life Bible-Presbvterian Church
President, Far Eastern ôouncil of Christian Churches
Principal, Far Eastern Bible College and Lecturer in
Old Testament and Systematic Theology.

visiting Professor, Faith rheological seminary, usA

ASSOCIATE

tr .STOR

I

lt^

I

REV PATRICK TAN KANG PING

.

Age:47 years
Medical Doctor
Lt-Colonel, Singapore Armed Forces

7970
7977

date

to

Founder, Military Christian Fellowship Singapore Armed Forces
Honorary Ch.aplain, Singapore Armed Forces

7969-\976
1983 to date
1983 to date

Dean of Students, Far Eastern Bible College
Member, Far Eastern Bible College Board of Directors
Dean of Students, Far Eastern Bible College.

7975-7987

Honorary Pastor, Grace Bible Presbyterian Church
Associate Pastor, Life Bible-Presbyterian Church.
Honorary Pastor, New Life Bible-Presbyterian Church

1981
1984

to
to

date
date
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ELDEFS
Chia Kim Chwee
Age: 57 years
Married with 4 children
Retired School lnspector
1

956

957- 1 961
1 962- 1 975
1 976- 1 983
1984 to date
1

1

955-1 956

957- 1 973
1985 to date
1

1984 to date

1 986
1981 to date

Deacon of Life B-P Church
Deacon of Zion B-P Church
Elder of Zion B-P Church
Elder of B-P Church
Elder, Life B-P Church
General Secretary, Life B-P Church Sunday School
General Superìntendent, Zion B-P Church Sunday School
Adull Class Teacher, Life B-P Church Sunday School
Chairman, Finance Committee
English Tutor of Far Eastern Bible College
Member, Board of Directors, Ling Kwang Home for Sen. Citizens
Vice-chairman, B-P Welfare Services
Deputy Director of Christian Emergency Relìef
Stated Clerk of B-P Church Synod

Khoo Peng Kiat
Age: 55 years
Married with 3 children
Retired Higher Nursing Officer ffutor) School of Nursing, Singapore General Hospital

963-1 972
1973 to date
1 986
1979 to date
1984 to date
1

Deacon
Elder
Also Elder of Bethlehem Jurong English Service
Member of Board of Far Eastern Bible College

Member of Board of Directors, Ling Kwang Home for Senior
Citizens

1986
1984 to date

Member of Executive Committee, Ling Kwang Home for
Senior Citizens
Life B-P Church Representative of Christian Emergency Relief
Adult Class Teacher, Sunday School

Koh Kim Song
Age: 48 years
Married with 3 children
Clerical Officer Grade

I

1971

-1983
date
date

1984 to
1971 to

Deacon
Elder

Sunday School Teacher
Member, Welfare Fund Committee

ELDEFS
Lim Teck Chye
Age: 43 years
Married with 3 children
Obstetrician/Gynaecologlst
g
1

968-

1

971

976-1 979
1979 to date

1
Þ

t

Deacon
Deacon
Elder
Relief Sunday School Teacher
Member, Tape Library Committee
B-P Banner Treasurer

ã

I

i

r

I

i

I

Eric Mahadevan

i

Age: 58 years
Married with 2 children
Retired Superintendent of Police

i

1 976-1 979
1979 to date
1976 to date
1 980

1

981

1

983

.1983

to date

Deacon
Elder

Member of Board of Far Eastern Kindergarten
Member of ãecutive Committee, Sunday School
Sunday School Teacher
Adults Departmenl Superintendent, Sunday School
Treasurer, Life Tamil B-P Service
Supervisory Elder, Tamìl B-P Services (Life, Johor Bahru and
Kelapa Sawit)

Seow Chong Pin
Age: 59 years
Married with 2 children
lnsurance Consultant/Company Direclor

958-1 969
1969 to date

1

1982-1984
1969 to date
1981 to date

Deacon
Elder (Life B-P English and Chinese Services)
Elder (Sembawang B-P Church)
Member of Board of Far Eastern Kìndergarten
Committee Member of B-P Welfare Services

Edmund Tay Bin Thong
Age: 55 years
Married with 4 chìldren
Retired Senior Assistant of Queenstown Secondary Technical School
1957

-1973

1973 to date
1972 to dale
1 978 to date
1979 to date

Deacon
Elder

Superintendent of Life Church Sunday School
Secretary, Board of Far Eastem Bible College
Also Elder of Bethlehem Jurong B-P Church
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DEACONS
Benny Chng Seck Kherng
Age: 39 years
Marrled with 2 daughters
Teacher, Fairfield Methodist Secondary School
1984 to date
1984-1985

Deacon

Sunday School Registrar and Assistant General Secretary

Han Soon Juan
Age: 45 years
Married with 3 children
Teacher, St Andrew's Junior College

date
- 1985

1979 to

Deacon
English Tutor, Far Eastern Bible College
1983 to June 1986 Clerk of Session
1977

Pang Leong Siang
Age: 56 years
Married with 2 children
Executive Company Director
1984 to

date

Deacon

Member, Church Building Committee

Seow Cheong Kiong
Age: 49 years
Married with 1 child
Company Director and Electrical Engineer
Sin Ma Electric Co Pte Ltd
'1976 to

28

date

Deacon
Ex Committee Member of Christian Life Book Centre

DEACONS
Sng Teck Leong
Age: 43 years
Married with 2 children
Driving Examiner
1973 to date
1

Deacon

Deacon, Mandarin Service
Advisor to Tape Library, Book Club and Tract Distrlbutors
Advisor to Youth Fellowship and Young Aduìts Fellowship

986

Geoffrey Tan Hock Jin
Age:41 years
Married with 1 chiìd
Graduate Teacher, Assumption English School
1979 to date
1982 - 1986
1 983
1 984
1986 July to date

Deacon

Sunday School General Secretary
Director of Sunday School Memory Course
Director of Sunday School Teachers' Training Course
Clerk of Sessìon

Tan Nee Keng
I

r

Age: 33 years
Married with 1 child
Engineer, Chartered lndustries of Singapore

';

1984 to

i
I

date
981
.1981
to date

1

I

980

1

Deacon

Sunday School Young Teens Department Superintendent
Tanglin Bible Class (now Life Bible Class) Counsellor

I
f

Teo Gim Thong
u.& ;&.\-

Age: 33 years
Married with 3 children
QC Manager, SAMCO, Seletar Airport
1984 to date
1980
.1982 to date
1 983

1979

I'w
\r '

Deacon

President, Young Adults Fellowship
Committee N¿lember, Adults Fellowship
Sunday School Young Teens Department Superintendent

t
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DEACONS
William Teo
Age: 42 years
Married with 2 children
Manager of Product Support "Caterpìllar China Ltd"
1976 to

date

Deacon

Church Treasurer
Sunday School Treasurer
Sunday School General Secretary

1970
1975

Wee Chin Kam
Age: 32 years
Married with no children yet
General Manager, Nilfisk Suction Cleaners Pte Ltd
1984 to date
1975 - 1977

1977
1977
1979
1 980
1

-

1978
1979

981

1983
1 985
1982 to date

Deacon

Treasurer, Gospel Letters and Tracts Department
Sunday Schooì Teacher
Editor, Lively Stones
Committee Member, Young Adults Fellowship
Vice-President, Young Adults Fellowship
President, Young Adults Fellowship
Sunday School Teacher
Sunday School Teachers' Trainìng Co-Ordinator
Chairman, Adults Fellowship

Paul Wong Wah Suang
Age:31 years
Married with 2 children
Proprietary Manager, Christian Life Book Centre
1984 to

1978 1979 -

date
'1981
1982

Deacon
Far Eastem Bible College Student

Sunday School Teacher

Roland Wong Kway Hing
Age: 46 years
Married with 3 children
Store Clerk Tien Wah Press
1976 to

date

Deacon

Official Bell-nnger
ln-charge of Holy Communion Preparations
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DIFE

of Session Mernbens
The Church Session is elected to serve.
Contact any member when there is need.

Home
Tel No.

PASTORS
REV (DR) TIN/OTHY
REV PATRICK

TOW 9A Gilstead Road

(1

130)

2560617

9A Gilstead Road

(1

130)

2511915

TAN

Office
Tel. No.
4754396

ELDERS
CHIA KIN/ CHWEE

92 Portchester Avenue (1955)

2BBB653

KHOO PENG KIAT

Blk 4, Holland Close, #06-33 (1027)

7794623

2223322x4076

KOH KIM SONG

Blk 25, Jalan Datoh, #04-27 (1232)

2525465

3393569

LIM TECK CHYE

22, FusI Avenue (1026)

4685367

7374433

ERIC MAHADEVAN

129, Hillcrest Road (1128)

4664059

SEOW CHONG PIN

7, Lily Avenue (1027)

4698650

2205220

EDMUND TAY

44, Jalan Labu Ayer (1953)

2803344

4746214

BENNY CHNG

Blk 4, Holland Ciose, #02-33 (1027)

7795166

7788702

HAN SOON JUAN

Blk 49, Telok Blangah Drive, #07-03 (0410)

2744752

2723055/6

PANG LEONG SIANG

3, White House Park (1025)

7325525

2923532

SEOW CHONG KIONG

5, Lily Avenue (1027)

4672285

2881242

SNG TECK LEONG

Blk 96, Henderson Road, #10-02 (0315)

2732543

4740788

GEOFFREY TAN

Blk 140, Bukit Batok St 11, #04-33 (2365)

5610927

7693771

TAN NEE KENG

Blk221, Bukit Batok East Ave 3 #12-166 (2365) 5620922

2651 066x

TEO GIN/ THONG

67, Pasir Ris Heìghts (1851)

5428254

4815955x225

WILLIAM TEO

Blk 10C, Braddell Hill, #19-12 (2057)

2505560

2505560

WEE CHIN KAM

Blk 108, Jalan Rajah, #06-1 19 (1232)

2535862

7459191

PAUL WONG

Blk 408, Bishan St 31, #08-207 (2057)

4591 991

7479797

ROLAND WONG

Blk 341, Clementi Ave 5, #10-154 (0512)

DEACONS

1
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4666222x211

3t

by Dr. Tow Siang Hwct, (Pastor, Coh¡ory B-P

I. A SPIRITUAL

If the question is, "Whom to elect?" the answer is:

EXERCISE

Eiection to the Session, the governing body of the
local church, is a spiritual exercise of utmost importance.

A

Session

of spiritually mature and devoted

members, striving together in one spirit and with one
mind for the faith of the Gospel is a most effective

body for the advancement of the Church of Jesus
Christ. On the other hand, the election of unqualified
persons, or those unwilling to discharge their full
responsibilities, or holding divergent views from the
Ieadership, can seriously hinder the work of the
Session and cause disharmonv and dissension in the
grouP.

Nominations of candidates for election should
therefore be most carefully scrutinized by the Board

of Elders so that only those with the

necessary

spiritual qualifications are approved.

II. FUNCTION OF SESSION
Candidates

Churctt)

for election as well as the church

fully understand the functions of
Session and thus be guided in the choice of officers
electorate should

let the church members study 1 Timothy 3, Titus 1,
1 Peter 5 and Article 13.1 of the Church Constitution. This will enable the members to recognize
the gifts and qualities in others and in themselves.
Prayerful study will lead them to nominate and elect
the persons of God's choosing.
IV. BIBLICAL SEPARATION
Each congregation and the candidates for election
should make careful study of Articie 6 of the Constitution on Biblical Separation and our B-P stand.
Candidates in particular should be fully persuaded of
its blessedness, and take a stand against the false
teachings of liberalism, modernism, neo-orthodoxy,
neoevangelicalism, Roman Catholicism, charismaticism and ecumenism. It is vital that all who intend to
serve the Lord together in the Session agree in this
area. Only then can God's work progress smoothly to
His glory.

V.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

1.

A pastor/elder must be a man. This is the clear

for the particular vacancies- The functions of Session

teaching of Scripture.

are:

7 Tim 2:71-74) The New Testament Church had only

1. To maintain the corporate witness of

the

Church in Public Worship, Prayer Meeting and other

spiritual meetings, and the administration of the
Sacraments.

2. To have the oversight of the flock in nurturing,
teaching and "perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ."
(Eph 4:12)

3. To help in the fulfilling of the Great Commission, calling sinners to repentance, and receiving
believing sinners into the Church.
4. To earnestly contend for the failh (lude 3) ín
the midst of apostasy and unbelief in the Church at
large.

5.

To maintain the peace and

by wise government.

purity of the Church

These are heavy responsibilities not to be lightly
regarded by the church electorate or lightly undertaken by any candidate. "And who is sufficient for
these things ?" (2 Cor 2:76) By ourselves we shall fail,
but our sufficiency is of God. (2 Cor 3:5) This should
be the attitude of all candidates towards serving in

the Session.

III. QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES
It is needful for every member of the congregation
to study carefully Article 13 of our Constitution on
"Election to the Church Session."
32

(1 Cor

77:13;

74:34,35;

men for elders, pastors, presbyters, bishops (elders).
In the overall ecclesiastical leadership, man takes
precedence over woman, for "Adam was first formed. . .Adam was not deceived,but the woman was
in the transgression." (7 Titn 2:13,14) Our Church
stands against the current move to put women into
these high positions, contrary to Biblical teaching.

2. A pastoral candidate must be called of God,
gifted in preaching and teaching, exemplary in
conduct, filled with the Spirit, able to lead and
administer the work of the Church. He should have
the appropriate theological training; but he must not
be proud or greedy of filthy lucre.

3. Pre-election pastoral instruction of the congregation in the spiritual nature of the election is
absolutely vital. The members should understand
that the Church is not a social body and the Holy
Spirit must be in full charge of the entire process of
the election. Politicking, canvassing for votes and the
formation of pressure groups must never be permitted.
VI. WILLINCNESS TO SERVE

No one should accept nomination who is not
prepared to devote himself whole-heartedly in the
service of the Church. No one should be nominated
who is not given to daily prayer and study of the
Word. He must be exemplary in punctuality at all
meetings, and be fully prepared to sacrifice time,
energy and resources in needful duties in the
ministry of the Church. Candidates should declare in

wdting their willingness to serve before thev
nominated for election.

VII.

are

tion. Can a person who has no time for this most
important ministry have time for serving the Lord in
the Session?

PRAYER THE KEY

Only those who are regular and consistent at
Prayer Meetings should be considered for nomina-

Much prayer by the whole Church in submission to
is the key to a smooth and
I
successful election.

God's Holy Spirit

ELECTION TO THE CHT]RCH STSSION

-l- h" Church Session consists of the Pastor (Chairman), Associate Pastor, Elders and Deacons.
I Presently we have 7 Elders and 12 Deacons. We can have as many as one Elder for every fifty

communicant members, and one Deacon for every forty communicant members of the church. However
an Elder has to be a Deacon first for at least six years usually. Deacons are not automatically nominated
for election into Eldership after the qualifying period. The Board of Elders decide on the number of
Elders and Deacons the church should have according to the needs of the church.
Our Church Constitution requires candidates for election to the Session to have the qualities listed in
Timothy 3, Titus 1 and 1 Peter 5.

1

They must also fulfill the following conditions:
1 Demonstrate beyond reasonable doubt, and over a sufficient length of time, that they
are faithful and mature members of the Body of Christ and faithfully devote
themselves to personal prayer and study of the Word.
2 Attend public worship and prayer meetings of the Church regularly unless prevented
from doing so for valid reasons.
3 Make a careful study of the Constitution, in particular the Principle and Practice of
Biblical Separation and fully accept it.
4 Be willing to participate wholeheartedly in the ministry of the Church, with the
Pastor, and to devote time, talents and resources in such ministry which shall include
serving in the various departments of the Church.

BOARD OF TLDERS
T has the following powers and

he Board of Elders consists of the Pastor (Chairman), the Associate Pastor and the Elders. The Board

responsibilities:

1
2

Is responsible for the spiritual welfare and ministry of the church.
Supervises all public worship and preaching services, the ministration of the
Sacraments, Bible Classes, Prayer Meetings, Special Meetings, and all similar efforts

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

aimed at reaching the lost for Christ and at building up Christians in the faith.
Receives members into the Church by confession and reaffirmation of faith and by
transfer from other churches.
Appoints Staff Workers and other office staff as it deems necessary.
Exercises discipline in the Church according to the Word of God and the
Bible-Presbyterian Book of Discipline.
Enquires into the knowledge and Christian conduct of the members of the Church.
Calls before it offenders with witness or witnesses from within or without their
congregation.
Admonishes and rebukes those who are found to deserve censure, suspend or

exclude offenders from the Holy Sacrament.
Determines by itself or when it deems necessary, in consultation with the Deacons
and Deaconesses all matters concerning the religious services and spiritual life of the
Church and the suitability of candidates for election to the Church Session.

In short, the Board of Elders is responsible for the spiritual oversight of the Church in
matters of doctrine, principles of government, church elections, admission and discipline
of members and the administrative oversight of the Church.
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OUR STAFF \A/OFKEF
Mr J. P. David

Age: 57 years
Preacher and Full-Time Staff Worker
1

954- 1 969

Government School Teacher

1

980

Student, Singapore Bible College
Student, Far Eastem Bible College
Ordinand
Bible Teacher and Counsellor, Chia Keng Prison Ministry
Assistant to Rev B. Subramaniam, Life Church Tamil Service
Senior Class Sunday School Teacher

983- 1 986
1983 to date
1

1983 to July 1986

1984-'1986

198ô
1986 (Aug) to

date

Graduate Dip. Theology, Far Eastern Bìble College
Preacher and full-time staff worker

DUTIES
o Visit our church members and visitors at their home
and study the bible with them
o Visit members who are hospitalised
o Counsel those in need of counselling and pray for
them

o Conduct bible-study in Chia Keng Prison
o Preach the Word wherever invited
o Distribute the Prayer Requests Cards to Elders for them
to commit the requests to God
o Attend

to the Visitors' Cards

o Any other duties assigned by the pastor

o Submit monthly reports to the Church Session

"Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our

faiIh" (Heb 12:2) is brother David's guiding principle.
He serves "no man but God alone".

"Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth;
a stranger, and notthine own lips."
Proverbs 27:2

-

g

19AEì New Mernbens
ANNIVERSARY BAPTISM

EASTER BAPTISM

INFANT BAPTISM

INFANT BAPTISM

1.

Lee Yi En, Matthias, sio Mr & Mrs Ezekiel Alick Lee

1- Li MingYuan, Sarah, d/o Mr & Mrs Lee

2.
3.

Chee

W en8
Tan Li-Ting, Jean, d/o

Mr & Mrs Tan Kay

Boon

Wang (Wong) Zhu-Ai, Hannah d./o Deacon & Mrs
Paul Wong

ADULT BAPTISM

1. Miss Cheong,

Serene

2. Miss Cheong Siew Khim
3. Miss Chew Sow Wan
4. Miss Chia Chin Hup
5. Miss Chia Swee Lian, Elsie
6. Mr Chong Tuck Weng
7. Miss Goy Ling Ling
8- Mr Lau Chee Kiat
9. Mr Lee Cheng Ho, Ivan

10. Miss Lee Lay Geok
11. Mr Lee Yew Seng, Alan
12. Miss Loo Siok Ming
13. Miss Ng Ai Liang, Corinne
14. Mr Ng Keng Loong
15. Miss See Lay Keng
16. Miss See Lay Yong
17. Mdm Tan Bee Lay
18. Miss Tan Guek Mui, Claudia
19. Mr Tan Kim Song, Ivan
20. Mr Teo Tat Lin, Gerald

21.
22.
23.
24.

Miss Wong Heng Ming
Miss Wong Po Yee, Cecilia
Mr Yeo Eng Heng
Miss Yeo Sew Hoon

Book-keeper

Student
Student

Church Secretary
NSF

Student

Bldg Technician
Student

Tutor
Lab- Technician
Student
Student
Student
Student

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Miss Chan Hui-Ling,Angelena
Miss Chong Choon Lee
Mr Chua Kok Keong
Mr Chua Kok Yong, Clifford
Mr Foo Mooh Shung

Mr Koh Swee Tian
Mr Lee Heok Seng

Miss Lee Sock Sim
Miss Lee Ye Kee, Jade
10. Mr Leong Fook Thim
11. Mr Lu Soon Chee, Terence
Tremain

Sales Executive

12. Mr Ong Chong Lay, Murray
13- Miss Ong Meng Ann,

Library Assistant
Technical Officer

14. Miss Pang Moh Ching,

Marianne

Sales Executive

Radiographer

Private Tutor
Sales Executive

Technician

REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH

I

ADULT BAPTISM

Staff Nurse

Belinda

15.
16.
77.
18.
19.
20.
27.
22.

Miss Phua Soh Mui
Miss Tan Bee Lan, Lydia
Mr Tan Heng Cheong
Miss Tang Puay Lee, Camilia
Mr Yeo Keng Chye, Henson
Mr Yeo Keng Puan, Daniel
Mr Yong Yuen Kwang, Peter
Mr Wong Soo How

Student
Student
Student
NSF

Student
Accountant
Admin Asst
Student
Student
Student

Bank Clerk
Student
Student
CIerk
Audit Asst
Student
Technician
Student
Student
Sales Rep

Student
Student

I

1. Miss Lim Lai Peng, Nicole
2. Miss Sng Ju Yee, Joy
3- Mr Tan Boon Keong, David

Student
Student
Student

TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Mr & Mrs Chen Shoy Chun, Lenny
Miss Han Chiu Yan, Corinne Janice
Mrs Heng, Kathlyn
Miss Koh, leanette
Mrs Ong Hwee Beng, Nancy

CHINESE SERVICE BAPTISM

REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH and.ior
TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP

23. Miss Susana Jaja Kesuma
24. Mrs Rebecca Tang
25. Miss Teo Lee Kim, Jessie
Berlyna

26. Mr Wu Funan, Philip
27. }lrs Leong Chin Yang,
Shirley

28. Mr Koh Hock Heng

Student
Teacher

Bank Clerk
Student
Staff-nurse
Retired
Teacher

CHINESE SERVICE BAPTISM

1.'Mdm Chua Poh Sio

2.
3.
4.
5.

Miss Goh Kwee Moy

Mr Koh Chin Chong
Mdm Lim Ah Laan
Mdm Lim Thiam Neo

1. Mdm Goh Siew Keng
2. Mdm Say Siu Kheng
3. Mdm Yeo
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The Lord's Døy
Beþre the dawn subdues the night
And darkness melts away,
The song of birds in full delight
Precedes the break of day.
As beams of radiant ruddy glow
Swell on the eastern sþ,
And tiny drops of dew below
Their silv'ry coat, apply
All nature seems to greet the morn
And all her praises save
For this, the day the earth was born,
And Christ rose f-rom the grave!
As light, to fuII expression, grows,
The lines and shapes appear.
The morning sunlight starkly shows
The porch and steeple clear.
In tall and stately silence, stands
The Sanctuary of God;
testimony of the hands
Which laboured for the Lord.
Then come the people, one by one

A

To worship and to pray;
To bring their off rings to the Son
On this appointed Day.
As soon the bell has ceased to ring
And echoes die away,
Then hearts in worship start to sing
And grateful homage payThe mighty Word of God is read,
Its message then explained,
Till hungry minds and souls are fed
And precious gems retained.
How beautifuI a sight to see
The children of the Lord
Give up their lives in love to be
An offring unto God!

And when the blessed meeting ends,
Then fellowship begins.
When members, sharing needs as friends,

Forgive each other's s¿ns.
joyfully, they start to leave,
Refreshed within their soul;
Another week for Him, to live
With promises to hold.
So ends the holy day of God,
The Day which He has giv'nA foretaste of life with the Lord,
With Jesus Christ in Heav'n!
Then

Charles Seet
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is with me
I
and am at peace.

The Lord
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Membership : L000

Time of Worship: 10.00 am

FORTH

THE WORD OF LIFE"
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Worshipping Írom
above

WorshippÍng from
below
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BE STILT AND KN(}W THAT I Ail{

O(lD
The Church

on the Lord's
Day

Daniel Phang at the organ.

Spilling ínto the
"Red Potch"

with

little

the

ones
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JunrorWbrship Service
(Age Group'

lTrt T,åli, "llo

by yeap Khek reong

-t;tîi?";,.3l,iio

Committee:
Yeap Khek Teong
Yeap Song Chin (Mrs)

Chua Teow Tzing
Jenny Soh (Miss)
Cecilia Wong (Miss)
Koh Yuet Yau (Miss)
Lim Liuh Chie (Miss)
Wong Suay Meng (Miss)

Trudy Lim (Miss) & Audrey Wong
(Miss) supervising the younger
group

Time:
10.00 am every Lord's Day

Venue:

A Kindergarten Classroom
(younger group)
FEBC Lecture Room 3

(older group)

Weekly Average Attendance:
20 (younger group)
30 (older group)

Aim:
To train children to worship God
and enable them to grow in the
grace and the knowledge of ]esus
Christ.

Activities:
Younger Group 1 Singing of sho¡t choruses
2 Story-telling

3

Learning to worship the Lord

Craft-work

Older Group

1 Messages by Sunday School

2
3

teachers and full-time Christian workers using visual aids

Film-show on the first Sunday after the worship service
provided by the YAF filmministry
Presentation of a song item at

the aduÌt Church Service
once a year conducted by
Miss Lim Liuh Chie

40

T_f oly Communion or the
I I lóra's Supper was instituted

way we dress. Surely we would
not come before a king or queen to
sup with the great personage in

by Christ the night before He gave
His life for us. Holy Communion

is a commandment from God

Himself. We therefore should be
careful to approach it with the
right attitude. Paul in 1 Cor 77:2730 warns against partaking of the

go mmuil0n
by Trudy Lim

improper and indecent apparel
Our attire reveals our attitude.

!

Sioppy and casual clothes teli God
that we do not bother much about
Him- Indecent clothes is distracting and ill-fitting to holy worship.

"Atñ He took bread, and gaae tlunks, and breok it, añ
gaue unto them , saying, This is my body tuhich is giaen for
you: This do in rernembrance of me. Likezuise also the cup
after supper, saying, This ctLp is the neut testantert ht tny
blood' which is shed for you'"

(Luke 22:19,20)

Lord's table unworthily

"T
I

Meaning and Importance

Holy Communion is one of the

two Sacraments of our Church.

(The other is Baptism). As a sacrament Holy Communion is a means

of grace. It is a symbolic

repre-

sentation of:I

I

1)

Christ's death, reminding us

of the price He paid for our
SINS;

l
F

he Bible is clear in
warning against
taking Holy Communion
lightly. The Christian should
be aware of the significance
of Holy Communion before
parTaking of it. Whosoever
eats and drinks unwor-thily is
guilty of the blood and body
of Christ."

2)
3)

the gift of eternal life that we
have through His death on the
Cross, and
the hope we have in His soon
return.

Christ's death made possible
our fellowship with God, and as
we come to His table, we are
pledging communion with and
allegiance to Him as well as communion with fellow Christians as
members of one body in Christ.

The use of bread and wine
to point out that as bread
and wine feed us physically, so
too, Christ's crucified body and
shed blood, feed us spiritually.
serves

They are our spiritual food for our

spiritual life. The Lord's Supper
reminds us of our own sinful
nature, the evil of sin that led to
our Saviour's death. It reminds us
of God's holiness and justice and
love.

Approaching the Lord's Table
As we come before God, what
should our attitude be ? How do
we prepare ourselves?

Our attitude should be one of
(1) reverence, (2) repentance and
(3) gratitude. In partaking of the

Lord's table, we are coming into
the holy presence of God to commune with Him. We should do so
with reverence. Reverence is more
than just respecti it signifies all
that is due to Him. Our minds
should be fully centred on Christ.
This is not possible when we chat
with friends during the Communion Service while the bread and
the wine are being distributed. We
need to quieten our hearts and
minds before God, so that we
worship Him in spirit and in truth.
We are in an adoring state of mind
and soul.
Reverence means honouring
Cod in all things, including the

Reverence also means standing
clean before God who hates sin.
We should come before Him repentant. We must examine our
lives, confess each sin and ask for
forgiveness before and during the

Communion Sen';.ce. As we
approach the table, feeling un-

worthy and htirnble, grateful and
thankful for His mercies, we
should think of God's love and our
glorious hope. We should praise
Him and renew our commitment
to Him. Hoìy Communion, indeed, is a time of commitment as
we realise that without God, we
are nothing. But now we belong to

Him, bought by the

blood of Christ.

precious

Warning

The Bible is clear in warning
against taking Holy Communion
Iightly. The Christian should be
aware of the significance of Holy
Communion before partaking of
it. Whosoever eats and drinks unworthily is guilty of the blood and
body of Christ. It is for this reason
that only baptised Christians are
allowed to partake of the Lord's
Supper. Self-examination is important as warned in 1 Cor 7I:-28.
Careless and casual behaviour,
gossiping and laughing
these
have no place when we commune
with God at the table. Let us not
eat and drink to our own damnation. We bring upon ourselves the
chastisement of God.

Holy Communion is a serious
and holy business. Let no one
mistake it

!
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T h" Sunday Lunch Fellowship
I was initiated by our beloved

pastor, Rev. Timothy Tow, some
13 years ago. As its name implies,
it is to foster closer fellowship
around the table among God's
people and visitors. Praise and
thanks be to God for the labour of
love rendered by the faithful
Marys and Marthas of our Church
ever since. Truly, they have a
beautiful combination of the heart
of Mary and the hands of Martha,
for every Lord's Day except Holy
Communion Sunday, the three
teams take turns to feed about 250
people. They not only cook but
they are also responsible for the
marketing.
The charge for a meal is $1Ê per
head. The profit is negligible and
is used to defray part of the PUB
charges.

The spiritual needs of those in
the kitchen are not overlooked. A
loudspeaker in the kitchen trans-

mits the whole worship service
from the sanctuary.

The Church is very appreciative
of the ladies' service and those of

the various fellowship

grouPs

which help in washing up the cutlery and pots and pans, cleaning
the tables and tidying up the kitchen each week. It has been said

that "humble work becomes holy
work when it is done for God !"
"Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but with singleness of
heart, fearing Cod" (Col.3:22).
"No task is degrading if done
for the Lord,
Yes, let it be ever so small;
The smile of the Saviour proveth
the deed,
As though it were the greatest of
all." Anon.

I
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eacon Roland Wong is our
faithful Church beä ringer
every Lord's Day for the Worship
Service since 1976. He has worshipped in Life Church for 23
years and he is grateful to the Lord
for blessing him with good health
so that he has not had to miss a
single Lord's Day Worship Service. Wedding couples also depend on him to ring the Church
bell for their Wedding Service. He
has never failed them.
Deacon Wong takes care of the
arrangements and the bread and
wine for the monthly Holy Communion. He considers this his
privileged service to the Lord. He
regards himself as having little
talent and is thankful to the Lord
for granting him the opportunity
to serve Him

Christ indeed is our example of
love and humility in service. His
life was always an example of servanthood in contrast to the worldly idea that the great are served by
others. Greatness through service
is a Christian philosophy, a Christian virtue. Concerning service,
jesus said, ".
inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto me" (Matt 25:40b) r
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Mr. Gui Soo Ann,

78

the oldest faithful prayer warrior
who comes all the way from his
Siglap home every Tuesday night.

-|a he Lord has graciously kept
I the Prayer Meeting going
strongly all these years. The Meet-

ing starts at 8 o'clock every Tuesday night and ends between 9.15
pm and 9.30 pm. Regularly 70 to
80 members gather in the sanctuary for personal testimonies of
the marvellous goodness of the
Lord and for corporate prayer on
requested items, church programmes, missions and matters of spiritual concern.

Our pastor, Rev Tow, begins the
prayer meeting with a hymn and
exhortation of God's Word before
the testimony time and corporate
prayer. When he has to be absent,
our associate pastor, Rev Patrick
Tan, takes his place. Elders have
also led in the prayer meetings
from time to time. During the last
three months of 1986, when the
pastor was away ministering in

Australia, the Deacons
chaired the prayer meetings.

also

We praise and thank God for the
blessings He has bestowed upon
the church through the prayer
meetings. Many have testified of
God's grace upon their lives to
answered prayers. Those who
come to the prayer meetings find
the needed consolation in times of
grief, upliftment in times of depression, joy, fellowship and spiritual sustenance. The Lord is present with His people in the prayer

meetings.
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by Elder Edmund

Tay

ife Church Sunday School
T
*u, launched a mónth after
I
l-J tne Life Church English
Service was inaugurated on 20 Oct

1950 in that "old, grey, little
church" at 744 Prinsep Street. It
began with an enrolment of 27
divided into three classes. Rev
Timothy Tow, the pastor, was the

Top:

Some members

of

the

Primary Department
Centre: Some members of the Junior
Department

Bottom: Some members of the Young
Teen Department
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of each year
There were seven classes then
with a total enrolment of 82. The
teachers were Dr Tan Cheng Im
(now Mrs Tow Siang Hwa), Mrs
Quek Kiok Chiang, Miss A. K.
Swarr, Mr Ang Kheng Chiang, Mr
Lim Khng Seng, Miss Evelyn Lim
(now Mrs Edmund Tay) and Miss
Quek Sok Jiu (now Mrs Chia Kim

Chwee). The Sunday

School

reached its peak on 18 Sept 1955

superintendent.

On 22 Sept

Brief History

1953

the Sunday

School was re-organised and Dr
Tow Siang Hwa was appointed its
superintendent with Miss Sullivan
of the CIM (China Inland Mission)
as General Secretary. She introduced the Gospel Light lesson
materials and a four-point recording system for the Bèginners and
Primary Departments, and a sixpoint recording system for the rest
of the Sunday School. Based on

these records, pnzes

were

awarded to the children at the end

with an attendance of 252. Tlne
General Secretary was then Dr Tan

Cheng Im who succeeded Miss
Sullivan, who had returned home
to the U.S. On 29th April 1955 Mr
Chia Kim Chwee (now Elder Chia)
became the General Superintendent.

It was at this time that the Life
Church Sunday School was renamed the Life B-P Church Sunday School in line with the change
of name of Life Church to life
Bible-Presbyterian Church. The

The Sunday School
Executive Committee
(1e86)

General Superintendent
Edmund Tay
- Elder
General
Secretary
Geoffrey Tan
- Deacon
Assistant
Secretary
Jennifer Goh (Mrs)

Treasurer
-

Wong Foon Leng (Miss)

Church had severed connections

with the Chinese

Presbyterian

Synod of Malaya on account of
their Modernist position. The Sunday School functioned in the after-

i.
I

noon and continued to grow in
enrolment. The church congregation also grew considerably. It
became evident that a bigger premises was needed. In April 1956
Deacon Chia Kim Chwee was sent
with Rev Quek Kiok Chiang to the
Zion Kindergarten in Serangoon
Cardens to start the Zion Sundav
School and Zion B-P Churcñ.
From 6 Jan 7963 the Life B-P
Church Sunday School functioned
at Gilstead Road from 8.45 am to
9.45 arn.

The growth of the Sunday
At the end of

School continued.

197I lhe Superintendent, Dr Tow
Siang Hwa, left to start Calvary
B-P Church. From 7972 Elder
Joshua Lim and Elder Edmund
Tay alternated as superintendent
until Elder Lim left for Calvary B-P

Department Superintendents :
Adult
Elder Khoo Peng Kiat
Senior - Deacon David Cheong
Young -teen
Eng Lam
- Ong
Anne
Tan (Mrs)
Junior
PrimaryEvelyn Tay (Mrs)

-

Church a few years later. Elder
Tay then superintended the Sunday School to this day.
Presently the Sunday School is
divided into five departments viz

Primary, Junior, Young teen,
Senior and AduÌt. Each department is headed by a Departmental

Superintendent. An Executive
Committee administrates the Sun-

day School. The Sunday School
has a library in the balcony of the
church auditorium. A Junior

Worship Service for the children of
Primary School age is conducted

during the Church Worship Service. A Vacation Bible School is
organised in June every year for
children not in Sunday School.
Sunday School attendance now
averages around 290. The offerings have always been very good.
On the staff are 32 teachers and 10
non
members of the
Executive
ttee. The Lord
is blessing the Sunday School. r

Top:

Adult I

Centre: Adult

II

Class
Class

Bottom: Some members oÍ the
Senior Department
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(Age Group: 25 years and above)
Meetings & Venues:

1.

First two Saturdays of the
month at 4 pm at church
Premrses.

2.

Third Sunday of the month
at 1 pm at church premises
or in a member's home.

Membership:
Strength: 25 members
Wíth Mr J. P. David and Rev Burt Sub¡amaniam at Port Dickson camP

Committee:
From left:

Deacon Teo Gim Thong

Committee Member

- Lin Fong (Mrs)
Wee
Secretary
- Bee
Lee
Teen (Miss)

a

f¡g¿g¡¡¡s¡
Pauline
Lee (Miss)
Assistant Secretary

- Chee Seng
Lee

Committee Member

- Wee Chin Kam
Deacon

..4

President
- Woei Juan
Hung
Vice President
Not in picture:
Rev (Dr) Patrick Tan
Advisor

.i

-

History:

Started in 1980 by the older
members in the Yôung Adults
Fellowship.

Aims:

1. To maintain the

whole

counsel of the Word of God.

2. To promote the

spiritual
growth of the adult christians
in the church.

3. To maintain an effective
personal and corporate
witness for Christ.

4. To foster evangelism and
mrsslonary servlce.

5. To defend the faith against
apostasy.

ß

by DeøconWee Chin Kønt

Activities:
1. Bible Study.
2. Messages by invited speakers.
3. Occasionally the following
were carried out eg. hikes, picnics, barbecue parties, public
tracting and witnessing, vacation bible school canvassing
games and sports
4. Bible camps in December (less
possible in the future).
Special Emphases:
1. To reach out to adult members
of the church.
2. To promote effective usage of
time in work, family life and
service in church.

Round-Tab|e Fellowship

3. To help in in-depth study of
God's Word.

4. To support missionary

en-

deavours eg FEBI, FEBC.
Outcome:

Enjoyable and meaningful fellowship among the 25-35 age
group but unable to cater for the
40 and above age group.

With

I

Rev Patrick Tan at Fraser's

HilI

Going to
Coney Island
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\hxrg Adtilts Fellovwhip

History:
Started in 7976. In 1980 the older
members formed the Adults
Fellowship. In 7987 the YAF
reorganised to meet the fellowship needs of the age group
between the Youth Fellowship
and the Adult Fellowship.

Motto:

Unto Faith and
Good Works

e

tt
LIFE

B-P

(Age Group: 27 to 28 years;

CHTJRCH

Aims:

1. To consolidate the faith of
young adults.
2. To provide training and
opportunities for Christian
servlce.
3. To support church programmes and goals.
4. To support B-P Church
5.

InISSIONS.

To establish a mission station.

Meetings:
4 pm fortnightly on Saturdays
Venue:

1. Church premises (formal)
2. Member's homes (informal)
Membership
Strength: 25 members

Some members

of

the fellowship

LifeWbmens Fellowship
Aims:
Committee:
President: Sng Gladys (Mrs)
Treasurer: Seow Grace (Mrs)
Members: Wong Hazel (Miss)
Goh Mong Eng

1,. To foster close

2.

relationship
among the ladies both young
and old.
To cater to the needs of the
ladies in sharing and caring.

(Age Croup : 22 to 40 years
Outcome:
Had not held any formal meeting
for some time.
Meetings:

(Mrs)

Lim Teck

Chye
(Mrs)
Tan Irene (Mrs)

Adviser:

None

Activities:
1. Bible study and messages.
2. Prayer meeting.
3. Film shows on the woman's
role in the church and the
home.

History:
Started in 7978 by Rev Tan Wai
Choon, the then Associate Pastor,
with a few ladies including his
wife, Ruby.
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4. Cooking demonstrations.
5. Crochet and flower-making.
6. Social visits (not regular)
7. Hospital visitation (not re8.

gular)
Nursery care on Sundays.

Fortnightly, in the evenings
Venue:

At a

member's home or in
the FEBC hall.

Membership
Strength: 30 members

above 28 years

-

Associate Members)

by ong Eng Lant
Activities:

Committee: (Picture below)
From left:
Alfred Yeo
Member
Victor Loo Lam Hua
Secretary
Oh Chui Hua (Miss)
Member
Ong Eng Lam
Chairman
Jason

Lee

Lim Ching

I

l'

Wah

Not itt picture:
Deacon Sng Teck

Leong-

Treasurer

1. Messages from God's Word.
2. Spiritual discussions.
3. Prayer meetings (small and
4.

Vice-chairman

5.

Advisor

6.

I

l

7.

Iarge groups).

Media ministry
showing of
Christian film shows,
production of taped messages.
Application ministry
seminars, camps, retreats, -outings.
Reach-out ministry
evangelism, edification of believers.
Resource ministry
tapes,
library, publications,- resource
materials.

Outcome:
50% of the members are serving in

various departments of

the

church.

I

t.

I
I

I

I

i
t
I

and above) by Gtactys Sng

t.
I

l

At church service
Learning to make artiÍicial flowers
in Mrs Sng's home.
I
i

I
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Evangelistic outreach at
Toa Payoh

Activities:
1. Evangelistic Outreach once in
two months at Toa Payoh Central.
2. Bible Study by each of the four
Contact Groups every Saturday at 2p .
3. Production of the bi-monthly
newsletter "Challenge & Mission".
4. Annual bible camps in June.
5. Writing to one another to exhort, encourage and provoke
one another to love and to do
good works.
6. Promoting the reading of
Christian books.
Special Emphases:

1. To be good stewards of
2.

the

gospel.
To be good disciples and disci-

pleship-makers.
Outcome:

1. 80% of the members attend
the Wednesday night corpo-

2.

rate prayer meetings interceding for one another.
Many people accepted the
Lord in the evangelistic outreach at Toa Payoh Central.

3. Follow-up programmes

mounted for new converts.
52

are

Committee: (Picture above)
From left:
Rachel Tan Kwee Lan (Miss)
Lim Liuh Chie

Tam Huey Chun
Ng Choon Seng

-

Secretary/Treasurer

Member
Member
Member

Jack Sin

President

Maurice Cheong
Not in picture:
Deacon Sng Teck Leong

Member

Advisor

by løck sin
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Motto

To Know Ghrist and to Make Him Known
ETLf)WSHIP

History:
Started in 1953 by Dr Tow Siang
Hwa when Life Church was in
Prinsep Street.
Aims:
1. To meet the spiritual needs of
the young people.
2. To promote study of the Word
of God.
3. To encourage personal

holiness, discipline and
closer walk with God.

a

4. To encourage a
5.

consistent

and quality prayer life.
To promote zealousness for

winning souls.

6. To

enhance

practical

Christian fellowship such as
caring and praying for one

another.

7. To help one another
8.
9.

fight
the good fight of faith.
To develop spiritual gifts.
To encourage service and
ccmmitment to God.

Christmas carolling

Meetings:

3.30 pm on Saturdays for
fellowship meeting.

7.30 pm on
for prayer-

Wednesdays

Venue:
FEBC Hall

Membership:

Strength: 20 members

Dishwashing every second Sunday for Sunday lunch

An item in the Christmas Service

(L985)

s

Lifc Bible Class (Ag" Group : 74to 23years)

Intent on the Word

History:
Started ín 7976 by Mr Jonathan
Chan, a teacher in Tanglin Technical School with 6 to 7 members.
Weekly meetings were heid in the
Faith Methodist Church in Commonwealth Road. When the group
expanded, the meetings were held
in Dr Tow Siew Ai's home. Finallv
the group met in Life B-P Churchi.

Activities:

1.
2.

Prayer Meetings & Evangelism
Sessions every Sunday.
Weekly School Outreaches to

students of NlC, HCJC and
Lower Secondary Groups.
Bible camps twice a year.

3.
4. Formation of Bible

Study

5. Holding of morning

prayer

Groups in schools.

meetings in schools.

Special Difficulty:

Aims:

1. To evangelise to students in
the Secondary Schools,
2.
3.
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Colleges and the lJniversities.
To form a branch B-P Church,
God willing.
To promote growth in God's
Word and Spirituality.

The students are of a wide range
of ages and spiritual maturity.
Outcome:

The Lord has biessed the work

mightily although zeal
fluctuate.

does

by Leong Kit Hoong
A Saturday
Meeting

Meetings:
2 pm every Saturday
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Venue:

Open chapel of Life Church
Membership

Strength: 107 members

LIFE CHURCH

VISION

o

To evangelise Tampines New
Town and establish a B-P
Church there by God's grace/
guidance and strength.

Near Future

o To hold worship

services in

the afternoon on the Lord's
Day in Deacon Paul Wong's
warehouse.

o To go witnessing in the vast
neighbourhood.

In God's Time
o To hold Lord's Day Worship
Services in the morning and
the estabfulfil the vision
lishment of a -B-P Church,
strong in the faith and active
for the Lord.
Committee: (Picfure above)
Front Row (From left):
Khoo Lean Im (Mrs)
Ronny Khoo
Daniel Chin

Prayers

Counsellor
Counsellor
Leader

We are deeply conscious of the
need to be in step and in tune with
the Lord. We are praying. Pray
with us!

Back Row (From left):

Leong Yew Hoong
Leong Kit Hoong
Lee Chuey Yong (Miss)
Soh Koon Teck
Not in picture:
Jonathan Chan
Tang Wai Meng
Deacon Tan Nee Keng

-

Leader
Leader
Leader
Leader

Counsellor
Leader

Advisor
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SOnfitOf 1es" Group : 2o ro 2s years)

Christmas giÍts ready

for

exchange

by Wong Khong Toon

Group outing at the Sembawang Park

Meetings

History:

in

by the older members of The Tanglin Bible Class,
now called the Life Bible Class,
who had outgrown the TBC. They
were no longer students
Started

7984

Committee:
Co-ordinator: Wong Khong
Toon
Treasurer: Teong Pin Loo

Members:
Adviser:

(Miss)

Choo Soon Hwee
Wong Seck Ling
None

Aims:
1,. To promote a committed and

7.30 pm every Saturday

Venue:
Church premises

Membership:
Strength: 15 members

mature Christian life style
among those who are in secular work.

2. To reach out to
3.
4.

backsliders

and get them back to a closer
walk with God.
To help one another through
prayer and sharing of problems and testimonies.
To promote obedient service
to the Lord.

Activities:
1. Bible study.
2. Messages by speakers.
3. Prayer and sharing.

4. Evangelism.
5. Retreats in Singapore &
6.
7.
8.

Malaysia.

Outings.
Visitation.
Recreation such as games, jog-

glng.

Left to Ríght:
Back Row: Lim Lay Pheng, Lee Chuey Yong, Lou Shiok Ming,

Teong Pin Liew, Koh Siew Geok, Wong Wai Mei,
Teong Pin Loo, Chua Lay Iloon, Tang Wai Meng,

Aaron Chia.
Outcome:
Some backsliders and new members have joined the group.
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Front Row: Ivan Ho, Wong KhongToon, Mark Ng BengChuan,
fames Wong Seck Ling, Peter Lim Siew Keong,
Choo Boon Hwee.

Life Jrnior Bible Class(Ase Group :7 to r3years
Pri. 1 to Sec. 1)

-by Leong Yezu Hoong

Committee:
Overseer: Leong Yew Hoong
Teachers: Jenny (Miss)
Sze Sze

Adviser:

Tien Ho
Leong Kit Hoong
Shuk Min
Lai Kheng
Daniel
None

Meetings
1 pm every Saturday

Venue:
Open Chapel, the library and
classrooms-

Opening síngspiration

Membership:
History:
Started in 1984 from a series of
evangelistic efforts by the Life Bible Class. At first bibie study
groups were formed. These were
finally amagalmated into one
group/ The LJBC.

Strength: 20 members

I

Aims:
1. To nurture the younger children in the Lord to be the salt
of the earth when they grow

2.

uP.

To channel the children to the

Life Bible Class at the right
age.

Above:

Pr3&4class

Activities:
1. Singspiration.

2.

3.
4.

Above right:
Pt 5 class

Bible lessons according to educational level.
Memorisation of Bible verses.
Picnics and outings.

Outcome:

A handful of children

regularly

attend the classes. Some show evi-

dence of seriousness
and in His Word.

with

God

Pr 2 and

below class
57

Christian Studcnt's Fellowship
(Age Group

by Tnn Liøng Ping

: 14 to 20 years)

Motto:

Let
The Beauty Of Jesus
Be Seen ln Me
History:
Started in 1983 from a Sunday
School Class of 6 teenaged boys
challenged by their Sunday School
teacher to spend more time with
God's Word. The CSF now has
both boys and girls.

Meetings:
2 pm every Saturday

Venue:

Classroom

of

on ground floor

FEBC.

Membership:
Strength: 20 members
Committee: (Picture above)
Fellowshíp after
a recent hike

None, but the following adults
oversee the programme.
From left:

Tan Liang Ping
Jimmy Loon
Tan Lay Hoon (Miss)
Not in picture:

Angelia Poon (Miss)
Adviser: None

Some members of CSF

Angelia Poon (3¡d left)
is another
leade¡ of CSF!

Aims:

1. To promote study of God's
Word.
2. To promote spirituaÌ growth
and fellowship among the

3.

members.

To promote evangelism and
Christian life-stvle.

a

Activities:
1. Bible study led by an adult
leader.

2. Witnessing sessions
3.
4.
5.
6.

once

every 2 months.
Gospel rallies twice a year.

Prayer meeting every Lord's
Duy.
Games and outings.
Fellowship meetings.

Outcome:

Pressing on to increase membership. The Lord has given much
blessing.
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Otr Childrens Choir(Ase Grou : 5 ro rzyears)
Practice Session:

History:

Committee:

in 7979 with the little children in a Children's Bible Camp.

None as such but Mrs Ivy Tow,
the pastor's wife, is in charge.

Started

Aim:
To bring the Gospel Message in
song to the congregation.
Activities:
1. Choir Practice.
2. Choir Worship.
3. ChristmasCarolling.
4. Musical Drama.

5. Singing monthly in
6.

Lim Suat

Pianists:

(Miss)
Teo Li San (Miss)
Jemima Tow (Miss)

Adviser:

10 am every Lord's Day

Peck

Venue:

None

The Parsonage
Outcome:

Membership

1. The
2.
Life

Church and other B-P Churches and on special occasions.
Recordings.

Conductress:

3.

Congregation loves the
choir.
The children love to sing and
perform musical dramas.
The children have given offerings to various children's work
in Kalimantan, the Philippines and Thailand.

Strength: 33 children

Top row left to right: Grace Wong, Vanessa Phua, Adeline Heng, Sharon Lim,

Nicole Lim.
2nd tow from top left to right: Caroline Seah, Melissa Phua, Grace Chng,
Ong Lin Yin, Thio Hsiao Han.
3rd row from top left to right: Sharon Chan, Selina Heng, Fiona Wong,
Karen Lim, Joyce Chng, Miriam Kang, JacqueÌine Lam, Serene Seow,
Sharon Wee.

2nd row from bottom left to right: Janice Seah, Jamie

Goh,

Amos Lim, Jonathan Goh, Terrance Lam, Samuel Eio, Samuel Sng,

Vivien

You.

Bottom row left to right: Mariann Loh, Jacelyn Chng, Joycelyn Chng,

Sherrin Chan.

The Children's Choir pefforming the musical production,

"Miracle after Miracle".
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lor"

Group: 15 yeaïs and above)

Early days of the

choir (L984)
without robes.
Choir master

Edwín Seow

-

Practice Session:
12.15 pm every Lord's Day

conductíng

Venue:
FEBC open chapel

Membership:

Strength: 25 members

History:
Started in 7984 by Edwin Seow,
the then choir master.
Aims:

1. To

enhance the Lord's Day
Worship through consecrated
srngmg.

2. To help upright hearts

and

souls in the worship service.

3. To sing at

special functions
weddings,
house-warming, funerals.
To sing at Gospel Meetings.
To grow spiritually through
service in the choir.

on invitation eg.

4.
5.

Activities:
7. Singing of the Introit & Benediction in the worship service every Lord's Day.
2. Presentation of Praise Items
on special occasions.
3. Singing at special functions
when invited.
4. Music Theory Classes.
5. Sight Reading Classes.
6. Voice Training Classes.
7. Regular Fellowship Lunch.

Lim Seen Seen conducting the choir in the Introít

Outcome:

1.

Singing our best for the glory

2.

Talented pianists and conductors have emerged.
Initiated a fund for a better

3.

of God.

P.A. system.

Specíal ítem f¡om the choir
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by Iaan Kønt

THE CHOIR MEMBERS:
SOPRANO:
Janet Foo
Susan Foong
Ho Soo San

Lai Ee Na
Lai Foong Ming
Lee Yen Fong
Linda Lee
Cynthia Lim
Lim Seen Seen
Doreen Oh
See Siew Hong
Tan Mei Lian
Phebe Tan

Fiona Teo (Mrs.)
Sandra Yeo

ALTO:
Susie Cheah

Cheung Siew Mai
Angela Chew
Elaine Ding

Lim Ai Lian
Barbara Seow (Mrs.)
Jennifer Tai
Tan Ai Leen
Endrina Tay
Koh Mui Lin

Elaíne Ding

TENOR:

Chan Weng Chan
Ivan Kam
Jason Lee

Lim Ching Wah
Loo Lam Hua
Seow Chong Kiong (Dr.)
Edwin Seow

BASS:

Charlie Chan
Rick Cheung
Kenneth Mar
Jonathan Phang
Seow Chong Pin (Eld.)
Wong Soo How
ii,ir'i '':':,'' ¡,.'i i,i ¡i: :;.i;i::,rr1i ii i . i;ir n :ii.l:,ir.:..:;.:,f l iil i,.
'r

Committee: (Picture above)
From left to right:
Lim Seen Seen (Miss)

Lai Foong Ming (Miss)
lvan Kam
Elder Seow Chong Pin

* Elaine Ding (Miss)

Cynthia Lim (Miss)

-

Vice Chairman/Assistant Conductress
Secretary/Librarian
Chairman

Advisor
Conductress
Treasurer

* Not n conunittee metnbcr
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History:

in

by Paul Wong and
Yiew Pong Sen assisted by a few
others with the blessing of the
Started

7978

church.

Aims:

7. To proclaim and defend the
Gospel through tape against
apostasy.

2.

To obtain and produce Gospel

tapes

3.

by Døniel Phnng

G

in English, Mandarin

bers in the members' catalogue
has to be quoted. Four tapes can
be borrowed at a time for two
weeks. Renewal can be made by
phone or personally during the
opening hours or office hours
(church office). Tapes may be returned only during the opening
hours and office hours (church
office). A reminder will be sent if
tapes are not returned after two
weeks. A grace period of two
weeks will be given, after which a
fine of fifty cents per tape will be

and Dialects for members' use
in witnessing Christ.

imposed.

To maintain through a newsletter, close rapport with the
church members and discourage them from joining parachurch tape libraries.

Purchasing Tapes:
Tapes are also for sale.
PRICES OF TAPES:
Sunday Worship Messages

Members:

Non-members:
Loan of Tapes:
Tapes can be borrowed personally
or by phone (Tel. no. 2569256) and
collected during the opening
hours. The tape catalogue num-

$2.00
$2.50

BULK ORDERS:
For more than five tapes a request
form must be filled for the tapes to
be collected about a week later. A
deposit of 20"/" of the total charge
will be required.
STANDING ORDERS:
Standing orders can be placed for
Sunday Worship Tapes. Payment
can be made when each tape is
collected. A standing sum of
money can be left with the tape
library for deductions to be made
for each tape collected.

Duplication of Tapes
There are two rates for our duplicating service:

-

Other Messages

Members: - $2.50
Non-members: $3.50

Purchasers must come personally

to the tape library.

Blank tape supplied by you

Members:

$1.00

-

Non-members: $1.50
Blank tape supplied by RTL

Members:

$1.50

-

Non-members: $2.00
(Music tapes

will not be

dupli-

cated.)

Committee: (Picture above)
Back Rozt¡ (Left to Right):- Charles Seet, Soh Lay Hoon, Elgin Tay,
Lun Chee Leong, Daniel Phang, William Lam, Alan Wong,
Mariner Kwok, Cian Pin Pin, Leslie Tan, Edwin Tay, Earle Poon.

Front Row (Left to Right):- Lee Lee Kheng, Annie Ho, Audrey Wong,
Crace Wong, Nellyne Lam, Lee

KumYin

Not itr picture:- Cerintha Chia, Blandina Chia, Daniel Sng,
Asenath Lee, Lee Lai Kwang
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Lending Flours:

Fridays :

5.30 pm
1.30 pm

Sundays :7I.45 am Saturdays

:

7.00 pm
2.30 pm
1.30 pm

Tapes are duplicated using high
speed duplicators to make copies
quíckly for Íast service.

Part of the tape library's ministry is to

man the Public Address System for
sewices (including Sunday Worship
Services) and other functions, such as

Part of the tape library's aim is to
maíntain rapport with its membe¡s
constantly. This wíll help RTL to
obtain feedback from members on
how it can further improve and upgrade its services to meet every mem-

ber's needs.

A

closed-circuit TV

is provided

to

bring the message across Iive to the
congregation in the red porch. Edwin
mans the T.V. camera.

weddings, public lectures, etc.

æ

Taa.

by

MrsWee Lin

Fong

History:
Started in 7978 by Yiew Pong Sen
when "Gospel Letters and Tracts
Department" (GLTD) moved out
of Life Church.
Aims:
7. To procure tracts for the congregation and other church
grouPS.

2. To keep tracts constantly
available in the tract rack at
3.

the church main entrance.
To procure relevant tracts for
the different times of the year

from local and

overseas

sources.

Tnct-stamping sessíon

Meetings:

Twice a year for evaluation of
work. Ad hoc meetings when
necessary.

Operation:
The tracts are placed in the tract
rack. Church members may freely
help themselves to these tracts for
prayerful use and witnessing.
Free-will offerings will be gratefully received from any one moved to
glve.

Committee: (Picture above)
From left to right:

Karen Leong (Mdm)

Distribution/Replenishment of
Tract Rack

Grace Goh Mui Cheng (Mrs)
Tan Mei Lan (Miss)
Wee Lin Fong (Mrs) (front)
See Siew Hong (Miss)

Pauline Lee Yuet Lan (Miss)
Not in picture:
Ng Keng Tiong
Deacon Sng Teck Leong

æ

Treasurer

Procurement of Tracts (Local)
Co-ordinator
Procurement of Tracts (Overseas)
and Daily Bread
Procurement of Tracts (Overseas)
Member

Advisor

¡

"The grass withers and the floaers t'all, but the \l/ord of our God stands t'oreaer."
- Isaiah 40:8

Books -

Wide range of titles

o Reference,

'i:,tr*.,,.
<¡l

I

o Christian Living,
o Commentary,

h.'

o Doctrine,
o Greek/Hebrew helps, etc

KEFERENCE AIDS
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CHILDREN'S BOOKS
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TAPES
BOOKS BY TIMOTHY TOIV

Also available ate:

GiftS -

Scriptural Plaques, Clocks, Posters, Bookmarks,

Grceting Catds I

I

t.
I

I

I
I

BulletinS -

Sinste or boxed for Birthday,
Get Well, Thank You, etc.

Programme covers for special
Occasions, Weddings, etc.

The objectives of the book centre today are still the same as that
at the beginning:

1. to supply God's
bles

2.

word

-

Bi-

to promote godly and edifying
Christian Iiterature, music,
etc.

3. to make these

materiaÌs avail-

able at affordable prices.

GHRffiAN LITT
T h" idea of a Christian Book
I Ministry for Life Church is
almost as old as the founding of
the Church itself! Soon after we
started out at Prinsep Street in
October 1950, we thought of
asking our parent Church the use
of one of two little rooms flanking
the main entrance. The name of

our intended Bookroom

was

"Malavsia Christian."
As things did not work out, the
pastor, nevertheless, became a
self-appointed colporteur. He
tried to promote God's Word by
taking stocks from the Bible Socie-

ty and selling them wherever

he

could.

With the building of Life B-P
Church on our own property at
Gilstead Road, the book ministry
idea took more concrete shape.
That corner-room now used by
AF, S.S. and a host of others, was
originally our Malaysia Christian
Bookroom. Starting out with little

In January 7976, anotlner

Cer, upon graduation, found

FEBa

with Life Book Centre, now

job
an

official project of the Church. This

student who was its sole colporteur and manageress. When upcountry Gospel trips were made,

business was managed by a
Church Committee, leaving the
sole employee to do the day-today business. The business, without private initiative and wholehearted devotion, was bound to
fail. It ground to a halt in August
7979, when the pastor had just
returned from a yearls service in

patronage, which shows the importance of outdoor salesmen.

In September 7979, the business
was given over to new manage-

capital, we continued to sell Bibles
and slowly added Christian books.
The little profit realised provided a
work scholarship for one FEBC

we brought along Bibles and
books which always enjoyed good

66

the States.

ment, a private enterprise headed
by another FEBCer, Bro. Paul
Wong. With much drive and vision, the old bookshop was given
a completely new dressing. An
adjoining cÌassroom of the College
was annexed to the new bookroom, now called Christian Life
Book Centre, to enhance its efficlency.

It is seven years since our
Christian Book Ministry was committed to private enterprise. But
that does not mean that it is not
our Book Ministry. As long as Bibles and sound ChristianBooks and

associated goods such as Christian
gifts (like the }ESUS SAVES clock

and TEN

Deacon

& Mrs Paul Wong

COMMANDMENITS)
continue to be sold, this CLBC is
as much our continuing witness as
their enterprise. The Church benefits CLBC and CLBC benefits
the Church in a symbiotic relationship. How many times when
you needed a Bible, a music book,
a Christian gift, a book on theolog|, have you not walked in, without trouble, to get that thing you
wanted? The approved one-hour
opening of the Book Centre after
Sunday service has met many an
urgent need.
Besides FEBC students and Life
Church members, the Book Centre

by ReaTimothy Tow

full
time workers and keen readers

is patronized by many pastors,

from various denominationsSince 1983, Christian Life has
ventured into publishing and reprinting selected titles such as
John Sung my Teacher, Willmington's Guide to the Bible, etc. Publishing works also began in the
areas of sacred music, scriptural
gifts, and cards.

At present, everybody knows
that the recession has held down
many lines of business. CLBC is
naturally affected. As founder of
the Christian Book Ministry of Life
Church, the pasior is most concerned. Oh the amount of Gospei
firepower that wiil be lost by our
Church should CLBC be no more!
How can we help? Apart from
bearing this mutual burden in
prayer, say a kind word to our
brother, his wife and assóciates.
Patronise our own Book Centre!
When giving a birthday or wedding gift, get yours from our own

t-

bookroom. Give Bibles! Give good

Christian books!

What can my few dollars do,
buying a book or a dozen postcards? "Many a mickle makes a
muckle," says a Scottish proverb.
In Chinese it is, "Little hairs can
make a quilt." The story of Christian Life Book Centre began in a
small way, but the avenue ahead
is

r

wide.

The following books from our pastor's pen are available
from CLBC:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.

Songs and Verses from the Holy Land
John Sung Revival Sermons, Vol. I & Vol II
Pioneering in Dyak Borneo. By Jason Linn, translated by T.
Tow
In John Sung's Steps
the Story of Lim Puay Hian
John Sung My Teacher
The Cospel of Life
The Gospel Prophets
The Law of Moses and of Jesus
Calvin's Institutes Abridged, Vol. I, Bk I & II
Calvin's Institutes Abridged, Vol. I & II (in one binding), in the
press

The Asian Awakening
Lectures to School of Theology,
- 7986 (ín the press)
Spurgeon's Tabernacle,

Memorable giÍts that edify

-

manufactured by Christian Life

t/Giae instruction to a wise man,
snd he will be yet wiser:
teøch a just man,
and he will increase in learning. t t
(Proo. 9:9)
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ourMandarin sen¡ice
rF he Mandarin Service was
I b"g,l., in October 1965. By the
mercy of God, it was revived

by Peter Chng

average 30 members to the present

Presently F.E.B.C. students
Sandra Chay, Frieda Lee and Shir-

through a new committee set up
before the pastor left for Israel on
28th July 1969. Some of the committee members who had served
were Mr. Charles Tsao, Mrs.
Lee Choon Ngee and Elder Seow
Chong Pin who headed the com-

average of 95. The session of Life
Bible-Presbyterian Church has always been very concerned for the

well-being of this "daughter".
Miss Ng Sang Chiew, Miss Loo
Chin (now Mrs. Cliff Chow) and
Mr. David Wong were some of
those who helped to build up the
church when they were students

mittee then.

of F.E.B.C.

door.

ley Liem and the old

stalwarts
including Deacon Sng Teck Leong
are helping the pastor. We begin
to see the need of working among
the students of the Chinese Secondary School in Bukit Timah Road.

We are praying for an open

Since 7977, the Life Church
Mandarin Service has maintained
a slow but steady growth from an
The

Pianist:
Han Ming Kuang

Worship
Service

Committee: (Picture above)
Front Row (From left):

Mrs Lee Choon Ngee, Mrs Peter Chng, Mrs Chao See,
Miss Sandra Chay, Mrs Sng Teck Leong, Miss Frieda Lee,
Miss Esther Chai.
Back Row (From left):
Mr Peter Chng, Elder Seow Chong Ping, Deacon Roland
Wong, Mr Chao See, Deacon Sng Teck Leong.
The Sunday School
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Not itt picture:
Rev Timothy Tow, Mrs Khoo Peng Kiat.

Our Indonesian Sorvice
/^\ n the 1st February 7982 I
L,f went to see Rev. Íow with

the agreement of five other students of F.E.B.C., Simon Tsai (Indonesia) Agus Siregar (Indonesia),
Peter Clements (Australia) former-

ly a missionary to

Indonesia,
Macarewa (Indonesia) and Irene
Lee (MaÌaysia) about starting
an Indonesian service in F.E.B.C.

Rev. Tow revealed that it was
his great desire long before I came
to see him, to start an Indonesian
Service. He said we must pray
first.
On 7th February 7982,

t}l.e

is

Our special field to reach the
Indonesians, is Mount Eiizabeth
Hospital. About 70"/" of its patients are Indonesians. Many of
them after hearing the gospel, believed. We then bring them to our
Indonesian Service.

Knowing their limited stay in
Singapore, we try to make'sure
that when they leave, they are

born-again Christians.

Thus,

when they go back to Indonesia,
they will worship God faithfully

Now we have an Indonesian
weekly. We pray that it may be
God's instrument to save souls.
Since God has started this Indonesian service, I believe that He
will continue to bless and use it
even unto His Second Coming
soon.

week-

ly bulletin announced the inauguration of the Indonesian Service. Rev. Tow was God's messenger at the service.
We call ourselves: Gerejah Alkitab Presbyterian Indonesia diSingapura. It being a small group
we use the "Jerusalem Court".
Attendance is about 20-25 every

Lord's Day. Rev. Frankie Low, a
pastor of Galilee B-P Church, conducts Holy Communion on every
third week of the month.

Our treasurer is Mr. Charlie
Chia. He has been faithfully
supporting this ministry since
rve started. His wife Mrs Molly
Chia generousiv serves the Congregation with refreshments after
the worship service. Thev are like
Aquila and Prisciila of the Bible.
Roska Sihombing teaches the
Sunday School and Kiantoro Lee
helps in managing the church. Sister Grace Khoo is our faithful pianist. Since I am the only student
left, who started this service, I

count it

This Indonesian ministrv

quite different from other services.
These members are not permanent
residents of Singapore. They stay
here for some weeks or months,
maybe years, but after that they
will go back to Indonesia.

by Haposan siregnr

Committee
From left:
Bee Ha (Miss)

Kiantoro Lie
Charlie Chia
Mollie Chia (Mrs)
Haposan Siregar
Not itt picture:
Rev Timothy Tow
Rev Frankie Low
Grace Khoo (Miss)

Roska Sihombing
(Miss)

The congregation

Pianíst:
Grace Khoo

a

privilege to

be

a

the
preacher.

I

!

i

The Worship Servíce
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OurTamil Serr¡ice

Worship Service at the "Jerusalem Cour('

f n October 7982, a team of stuI dents from F.E.B.C. went to a
nearby kampong, named Chia

Heng to do their evangelism. The
team consisted of Stephen Masila
(Africa), Haposan Siregar (Indonesia), Samuel Mani (Thailand) and

Wan Khwen Lam

(Singapore).

Subsequent visits were made. It
was discovered that the Tamil people in this kampong were recep-

(1983)

by Wan Khwen Lnm

Home Bible Study

left, George invited him to

his

home to pray for his family.
This strange "midnight encoun-

ter" was reported to the team in
the college. With great expectation, we visited the George's home
again. The work in the kampong
was discussed by the team in the
college. We saw that there was a
need to set up a bible study group.

tive to God's word.

One night at about eleven
o'clock, Bro Wan went to the kam-

pong to give a book to help

a

young convert, named Rajan. On
approaching the kampong he saw
a group of young Tamils gathering
there. He approached them and
tried to witness to them. Standing
not far away, was a middle-aged
man. He was listening with great
interest to the gospel. His name is
George. He has two sons and one
daughter. Later, he revealed he
heard the gospel while serving his
term in prison. Before Bro Wan
Combined Tamil B-P convention
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We had the first Bible study in
Rajan's home. Stephen Masila was
the speaker. About twelve people

attended that evening meeting.

The Lord directed

Stephen

Masila to contact Rev Burt K. Su-

bramaniam of Bethlehem B.P.
Jurong Church to organize the
work. Pastor Burt readily accepted
the invitation and came down to
have a look at the place. He also
met the George family. Through
Mr George's contact, we managed
to hire a smail dilapidated hut for
our meeting.
Counselling at home

We removed the rubbish and
cleared the hut. By the last Sunday
of January 1983 we had our first
Sunday Worship Service. The
speaker was Bro Wan with Bro
Baskaran as the interpreter. The
next Sunday, 6tÌl. February 1983
Pastor was the speaker. A team
from lurong Bethlehem B.P.
Church came down to give support to the work. About twentv
people gathered there to worship
the Lord.

Satan saw the work we had
done in the kampong. The place
where we worshipped was beside
a gangster's gambling house. On

the third meeting one of the
gangsters came to chailenge
George to a fight. He also

threatened that they would beat
us up if we came again.

When the gospel door is opened
by the Lord, who can close it? It is
not something new to see Satan
using persecution to stop God's

Worship Service

ín the "Open Chapel"

work. But the Lord overruled in all
situations. The Lord turned the
evil intentions of the devil into
good for his people.

The Lord directed Rev Burt to
approach Rev Tow for the use of

the Life Church premises.

approval was

The

immediately

granted. So on the Easter Sunday
of 7983, we had the first Sunday
meeting in the "Jerusalem Court".
On that night, only the family of
George came to the meeting.
The Lord continued to bless this
work. Sister Shanthi of Swiss Cottage came to join us. Through her,
Sister Valli's family came to salvation. The number continued to

grow and soon the

Jerusalem

Court could not contain the number. About a year and a half, we
moved up to the open classroom.

(1985)

Sharing

joy with

Elder Eric Mahadevan, Elder Jeya
Joseph, Dn Simon, Preacher Wan,
Preacher J. P. David, (now resigned) Preacher Kaveri, Bro Maniam and Bro Koyil Pillai. The work
was further reorganized and continued to progress. We met for
prayer every Friday. The Youth
and Women's Fellowships were
conducted twice a month.

Though the church is slightly
more than three years old, she has
already established two other
branches, one in Johore and the
other in Kelapa Sawit. This work is
shared with Bethlehem Jurong

B.P. Church. Bro Kaveri who is
nor,v under training in F.E.B.C. is
overseeing the work in these two
places.

It is the vision of this church to
extend this work in the near fu-

others

in Christ

Present Committee Members:

1)
2)
3)

Rev Burt K. Subramaniam

Elder Eric Mahadevan
Elder Joseph ieya Karan

4)
5)
6)
7)

Thurai Singam
Deacon Simon Nagarajan
Preacher Wan Khwen Lam
Preacher Abraham Kaveri
Bro Subramaniam s/o

8)

Vadivello
Bro P. Koyil Pillai

Members: 30
Non-Members:

15

I

ture.

A committee was formed to supervise the work. The committee
consisted of Rev K. Subramaniam,
Doo¡ to door evangelism

Tracting

in a coffee shop
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Our Thai Fellowship Group

by snya,, Kusawnctee

Left: Outing and

Evangelism at the
Sembawang Park

Right: Seven new
in two months!

believers

is 2nd
from ríght.

Pastor Sayan

f his group of Thai Fellowship
I worshippers was brought to
the premises of Far Eastern Bible
College by Mr Prachan Rodruan
on 23rd October. There were
about ten members who became
regular worshippers on Sundays.

By December 7983, the first
batch of new believers was baptised by Mr Prachan at the East
Coast Park. There were four Thai
workers, including one man and
three girÌs. This was a happy occasion for the group.
December 1983 saw the group
ceiebrating Christmas Day with a

large group of friends and well

wishers. It was an occasion to
spread the Message of God to

meetings.

them.

Eight new believers were baptised by Mr Sayan on the 17th
August, 7986, al the Sembawang
Park seafront. Three were men
and 5 were girls. all are Thai workers in Singapore.

Mr Prasit Kamneung became
the leader of the group on 2nd
November 1985. Mr David Pickard
became a regular helper on Sundavs.

Eight more new believers were
baptised by Mr Prasit soon after he
took over the group. There were 3
men and 5 girls. All are Thai workers

in Singapore.

Since the arrival of

Mr

Sayan

july 1986 many new
members came to our Sundav
Kusawadee in

The total number of worshippers on Sundays is now forty-five.

The leaders of this Thai Service

1)
2)
3)

Mr Prachan Rodruan 1983-84
Mr Prasit
1984-85
Mr Sayan
Julv 1986

Our F'ilipina Followship Group
bq Au Na-Shunng

h" Filipina Fellowship meets
TI every
Sunday immediately af-

a few times a year with members

ter service in a kindergarten clas-

contributing special dishes for
lunch. The birthday celebrations

sroom

are also a means to introduce new

With an average attendance of
12 a week, the Group is led

by the

two sisters, Au Na-Shuang and
Au Na-Chuang under the guidance of Mrs Anne Tan. Miss Amv

Quirino was the president whô
has now returned home to the
Philippines.

Activities include weeklv Bible

studies, singing, quizzeÁ and
games, followed by free interaction. On special occasions, the Fellowship prepares song items to
present in Church. Birthdays of
members are celebrated en masse
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friends to the Croup.
Presently there is a need to buitd

up the younger ones in the faith
and to groom the older ones for
the leadership. To this end, the
Fellowship recenlty set up a working committee that assigns responsibilities to as many members as
possible to give each a sense of
belonging.
We are thankful to the LORD for

the Fellowship and we urge all
Filipinas who attend Life BP
Church to join us as often as they

can.

I

Now, whose birthday is it?

Korean

T
I

by Rea Son

he Korean Church worships
in the Life Church Sanctuarv

every Lord's Day.

lwt

Chul

seminar. Subsequently, services

and feliowship meetings

were

held from house to house.

In

1980, Rev Kang Jin Sun was
sent by Rev Han's Church, the
Young Rak Presbyterian Church,
to pastor our church. Rev Kang
got in touch with Rev Timothy
Tow and worship at Life Church
premises began. Rev Son Jun Chul
pastored the church from 29 Mar

Time:
11.55 am

to 1.15 pm

Pastor:

Rev Son Jun Chui
Secretary:

Mr Kim Byung Ku

1981.

Since 1980, 317 members have
been baptised. Most of them have
since returned to Korea and are
serving the Lord. 75'k of our
present members are born again.

Treasurer:

Mr Cho Young

Sun

Membership:
Worship on Sunday

300

Average Congregational Attendance:
250

I
i
I

t,

History:
On 1st Dec 7976, 16 members held
the first service in the home of Mr
Lee Kwan Og led by Rev Han

Kyung Jig. Rev Han had been
invited as a guest speaker for a

¡t#

Activities:
Sunday School, visiting hostels
and companies, weekly ceÌl group
Bible Stud¡', overnight prayer
meetings, kindergarten, etc.
Project:

Planning a missionary centre
which will support the Korean
missionaries

in the region.
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Sharon Bible -kesbytcri anChurch
by Rea Peter Chuø

Beginnings

Sharon B-P Church was first
named Toa Payoh B-P Church (Eng-

lish Service). This church was
formed out of the burden of Mr
Peter Chua when he graduated
from FEBC in July 1971. He pre-

sented his burden to start a church
in Toa Payoh to Rev Timothy Tow
of Life B-P Church. Life Church
session accepted Sharon as her
daughter church in supporting her
with $100 per month through the
Bible Presbyterian Missions.
Through the dedication of a small
core of Christians, Sharon became
self-supporting on her first

Rev Peter Chua

anruversary.

Move to the Mother Church

Under the almighty hand of
God on 9th ]anuary 7977, Sl;.aron
had the privilege to move into the
premises of her mother church at
Gilstead Road to have her Sunday
School at 3.00 pm and to hold her
Worship Service at 4.30 pm. As a

result of this move, a number of
Lifers who are unable to go for the
Sunday morning worship service
are now worshipping with Sharon
in the afternoon. This has helped
The Sha¡on Congregation

" Sharon is grateful to
our mother church for

her encouragement

and

kindness
to add to the strength of Sharon
Church.

station in Kuching, Sarawak, called Sharon Rose. This mission sta-

tion was committed by Life

B-P

Church to Sharon on 10th September 1984. There is a kindergarten
and Sunday service manned by

Pauline Kim and Kim Kah Teck.
Recently, Kah Teck built a twostorey wooden house in a squatters district to start a gospel work
with slum children. Kuching is a

Sharon Rose B-P Church

gospel link between Singapore

membership of about 110, she has
the privilege to have a mission

and Pontianak, West Kalimantan.
Rev Djunaidi, Life Church missionary in West Kalimantan had
held several gospel meetings in

Although Sharon has a small

Kuching.

Another Sharon contribution to
Life B-P Church is Elder J. Joseph's

part at the Life Tamil Service. He
and his wife are actively involved
in this Tamil service.

Our Gratitude
Sharon is grateful to our mother
church for her encouragement and
kindness and most of all to Rev
Timothy Tow who is always at
hand to offer his advice and guidance to Sharon session and members. And not forgetting Mrs Ivy
Tow for her help to Sharon pastor
and family in time of need.
r
74

"Praíse Him! Praise Hím!

All ye líftle children!"

From right: Mrs Rossi Chua, Mrc Teresa Sim, Miss Lucy Koh,
Mrs Isabella Doraisamy, Miss Choo (Relief teacher),
Miss Chang Chiou Yang, Miss Mary foseph, Miss Rose Phan.

(Not-in-picture: Mrs Anne Chua)

Enrolment:

About 200 children of all nationalities

Age Group:
3 to 6 years of age
Purpose:
To provide early education for chld-

ren, develop social

interaction
and teach them the love of God.

Curriculum:
Through play-way method children learn by first-hand experience English, Chinese, Science,
Numbers, Word-Recognition

When Started: April

Learning Activities:
Sand-Play, Water-Play, Music and
Movement, Games, Home-corner
activities, etc.

1969

Board of Directors

r

,{
ü

9

r

t,

:

;
l

Teachers' Qualification:
Basic Kindergarten Teaching Certificate from the Institute of Educa-

Chairman: Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow
Secretary: Rev Patrick Tan
Members: Elder Seow Chong Pin
Elder Eric Mahadevan
Mr Eio Eng Hua

tion.

1986 Staff

Praise and thanks be to God for
His guidance in the management

Principal: Mrs Rossi Chua
Teachers: Mrs Isabella Doraisamy
Miss Mary Joseph
Mrs Theresa Sim
Miss Rose Phan
Non-Teaching: Miss Lucy Koh
Miss Jenny Ho
Functioning Flours:
Mondays to Fridays
1st Session - 8.30 am to 11.30 am
2nd Session - 11,.45 am to 2.30 pm

of the Kindergarten by the principal, Mrs Rossi Chua. She has the
co-operation of her staff. Together

they strive to glorify the Lord in
their service in the Kindergarten.
The principal's devotion to the
Lord enables her and her staff to
give dedicated service. The childr
ren are in good hands.
Games to encourage awareness and

aleilness.
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FarEastern
Bible C-ollege

Rev Bob Phee Eng Soon

Rev (Dr) Quek

Kiok

Chiang

Rev Charlie Tan

Rev

Philip Heng

PRINCIPAL:
Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow

PRESIDENT:
Rev (Dr) Tow Siang Hwa

Mrs Anne

Mrs Koa Keng Woo

Tan

L-

I
Elder Chia Kim Chwee
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Mrs Shirleen Ong

Miss Oh Chui Hwa

THE FACUTTY (1986)
Courses Teaching
This Semester

Name/Position

Çuly-November)

PRINCIPAL:
Rev (Dr) TimothyTow

Calvin's Inslitutes Vol- II
lea-oe to Austrølict)

(on

t',,

I

REGISTRAR:
Rev Bob E.S. Phee

Systematic Theology,
Greek Reading

i&

Rev David Wong

LECTURERS:

ñ

Rev (Dr) Quek Kiok Chiang

Modern Reiigious Problems

Rev Charlie Tan

Doctrine of the Hoiy
Spirit, Homiletics,
Historicai Background of
the New Testament,
Pastoral Theology

Rev Philip Heng

Comparative Religions

Rev David Wong

Minor Prophets

Rev (Dr) Quek Swee Hwa

The Four Gospels and
the Book of Acts

Mrs Ivy Tow

Elementary Greek

Rev Joseph Ong

Hebrew Reading

Mr Peter Eng

New Testament

.ì

F

t

L
.\

3

Introduction;

i'
I

Rev (Dr) Quek Swee Hwa

Greek Exegesis
Elder Koa Keng Woo

Church Music

TUTORS:
Elder Chia Kim Chwee

English Language

Mrs Shirleen Ong

English Language

Miss Oh Chui Hwa

English Language

Mrs Anne Tan

Pianoforte

Mrs Koa Keng Woo

Pianoforte

Mrs lvy Tow

lrr-l

3

ø^,S

VISITING LECTURER:
Rev Goh Seng Fong

Christian Education
of Children; Revelation

VISITING PROFESSORS:
Rev Dan Ebert

III

DrJohn J. Davis
DrJohn C. Whitcomb
Dr Peter Masters

Elder Koa Keng Woo

Rev Joseph Ong

Mr

Peter Eng

Rev Goh Seng Fong
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THE FACULTY (1986)
Courses Teaching
This Semester
(July - November)

Name/Position
PRINCIPAL:
Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow

Calvin's Institutes Vol. II
(on lea'oe to Attstr{iliø)
I

REGISTRAR:
Rev Bob E.S. Phee

LECTURERS:
Rev (Dr) Quek Kiok Chiang

Systematic Theology,
Creek Reading

I!

,

..ùÞr

Rev David Wong

Modern Religious Problems

Rev Charlie Tan

Doctrine of the Holy
Spirit, Homiletics,
Historical Background of
the New Testament,
Pastoral Theology

Rev Philip Heng

Comparative Religions

Rev David Wong

Minor Prophets

Rev (Dr) Quek Swee Hwa

The Four Gospels and
the Book of Acts

Mrs Ivy Tow

Elementary Greek

Rev Joseph Ong

Hebrew Reading

Mr Peter Eng

New Testament

Rev (Dr) Quek Swee Hwa

Introduction;
Greek Exegesis

I

Elder Koa Keng Woo

Church Music

TUTORS:
Elder Chia Kim Chwee

English Language

Mrs Shirieen Ong

English Language

Miss Oh Chui Hwa

English Language

Mrs Anne Tan

Pianoforte

Mrs Koa Keng Woo

Pianoforte

Mrs Ivy Tow

I
I

I

VISITING LECTURER:

I

Rev Goh Seng Fong

i

Christian Education
of Children; Revelation

VISITING PROFESSORS:
Rev Dan Ebert

III

DrJohnJ. Davis
DrJohn C. Whitcomb
Dr Peter Masters
Rev Joseph Ong

l

I

I

I

)

I

Elder Koa Keng Woo

Mr

Peter Eng

Rev Goh Seng Fong

t-
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10th

|uly

1966

The first graduation service of
Bobby Phee

1954

The idea of an FEBC was conceived by Rev Timothy Tow, its
founding principal. It arose from a
pressing need to train evangelists,
pastors and teachers for the
Church in the Far East, and partly
from a theological confrontation
with certain insitutions in Singapore that have apostasised from
the faith.
13th September 1960
At a dinner given in his honour,
Dr Philip Clark, General Secretary
of the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions promised to send qualified missionary
teachers for the new Bible College.
19th September 1960
Presbytery decided to establish the
The

Far Eastern Bible College.

FEBC was held. There were two
graduands, Mrs Jeanette Packer
and Miss Ivy Tan (now Mrs Tow).
197't

-

1974

Rev (Dr) Quek Swee Hwa was
Dean of the College.
|anuary

1983

Dr John J. Davis, visiting professor
from Grace Theological Seminary,

U.S.A., Iectured on courses in

Genesis, Exodus, and the Prophe-

tical Books. Other visiting professors who have lectured in FEBC
since are Dr John C. Whitcomb,
Rev Dan Ebert III, Dr Peter Masters.

July

1983

FEBC celebrated her

fanuary

fuly

heads this programme.

1961

at the old Life Church premises in
Prinsep Street, offering courses in
Old Testament History and Christian Doctrine.

Early 1962
The Board of Directors of the FEBC
was elected from men of faith and

wisdom within the B-P Church
and from cooperating missionaries. Rev Timothy Tow was both

its principal and president. After
five years Rev Quek Kiok Chiang
was the president. Dr Tow Siang
Hwa became president in7977 and

holds the post to this day.
17th September 1962
The College formally opened with
three students and one lecturer,
Rev Timothy Tow, who was also
the principal.
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27st

Anniversary with a Thanksgiving
Week from July 23-37,1983. Highlights of the week included a College "Open-House", Exhibition,
Thanksgiving Service, and Lectures on "Our Reformation Heritage" given by Rev D. Shelton,
Principal of John Knox Theological
College, Sydney.

College was constituted an autonomous institution, independent
of ecclesiastical control. An interim committee, comprising Rev
Timothy Tow, Rev Quek Kiok
Chiang and Dr Tow Siang Hwa,
was elected to draft a constitution
and prospectus for the College,
and to liaise with the B-P Church
and the Mission Board.

An evening school was launched

Breakfast

Morning Chapel

1985

Divinity classes, offered by the
Department

of ExtramuraÌ

Stu-

dies, were started to prepare
G.C.E. 'A' Level students for the
Divinity 9011 paper of that examination. Rev Bob E.S. Phee
fanuary 1986
The "Basic Theology for Everyone" Programme was begun with
evening classes designed for
Church leaders and laymen. Rev
Timothy Tow conducted the first
course in Old Testament History
with 150 students from within and
outside the B-P Churches. Subsequent courses were The Historical
Background of the New Testament, The Four Gospels and Acts
and Calvin's Institutes. The two
other lecturers were Rev (Dr)
Quek Swee Hwa and Rev Charlie

b
Lecfure time

Library

Tan. The classes continued to have
large attendances.
1987

The College is looking forward to
her Silver Jubilee Celebrations to
be held in September 7987. r

a Night

class

In High Spurgeonic Tradition
Q ome people think that by
u) separating Far Eastern Bible

College from Life Church, and
transplanting it to a campus all of
its own, wouid enhance its efficiency and raise its standard. Did
they know that the Life ChurchFEBC complex is patterned after
Spurgeon's Tabernacle and Pastor's College?

The combination

between

Tabernacle and Pastor's College
was criticised from severai angles,
"but the school had a benefit the
others did not possess. The college
was part of the iife of the Tabernacle, and association with a great

and active church provided a
wealth of instruction and a power
of inspiration to be found nowhere
else.

"... Shortly after the college was

moved to

the

Tabernacle,
Spurgeon began his Fridav after-

noon lectures.... To the work of
the college throughout the day,
Spurgeon added that of evening
classes, the regular pastoral course
for those who could not be present

in the daytime."
While not denying the particularity of Bible Colleges and Semi-

by

Re-orimotttyrow

in having their own campuses, we can also say with
naries

Arnold Dallimore, Spurgeon's

newest biographer, that FEBC also
has a benefit others do not poss-

ess. We cannot blow our own
trumpet, but numerous are the
letters of students who have pa SSed out of these cloisters and cla SSrooms who have expressed their
nostalgia for the alma mater. And
the ministry of 150 FEBC graduates around the world in their various spheres, whether pastorai or
educational, missionary or administrative, is no mute testimony to

effectualness of the FEBC
programme. We need mention
just one advantage of the FEBC's
establishment in the Life Church
campus over other Bible Colleges
in Singapore, viz., her never being
financially straightened. By God's

the

special arrangement, FEBC enjoys

a

second-to-none location with

physical facilities, including all utiIities, maintenance and repairs of
the College premises paid by the

Church. With the daily cuisine

prepared under the supervision of

the principai's wife, the

FEBC

army marches happily on its stomach. FEBC has enjoyed a quarter-century of peaceful progress.
Her present enrolment is 60 full-

time and half-a-dozen part-time.
Evening classes number between
130 and 250.

The Church offers

varrous

opportunities to foreign students,
especially a home away from
home. Foreign students are invited to preach to their own lanEnglish, Indoneguage groups
- Chinese, Filipisian, Thai, Tamil,
no, Korean. Ten services in seven
languages are held at Gilstead
Road every Lord's Day. Moreover,
there is a bookshop operated bv
Life Church which is also buying
agent for the Bible Coliege. Instant
servicel

If it is stressed that FEBC needs
more room to itself, then our extending across the street is made
in the right direction. In this connection, FEBC, which has a Building Fund of $50,000, should add
her strength to the Extension project, as one good turn deserves
another. The Church benefits the
College and the College should
benefit the Church. In high
r
Spurgeonic Tradition!

Toon ú¿?aoøzo?eo
ì

Lord, give us this mountain,
With Caleb we have come!
To claim the holy hill,
The hofii hiLL of Hebron.
On Christ the solid rock,
Another House of God.

We'll build while it is day
By the Spirit of the Lord.
O give us this mountain
And new strength to ascend
To climb to greater heights

rla his vision of a new extension for Life Church and Far Eastern Bible
I Cott"g" continues to loom before our eyes from across Gilstead

-

Till we reach the Promised Land.
(tutte

I,

of "Deeper, Deeper...")

Road. With Caleb who wholÌy followed His God and was rewarded
Hebron for an inheritance, let us pray to the Lord to "give me this
mountain" (loslura 14:72). But we must also renew our consecration
with Caleb: " As yet, I am as strong this day as I was then, even so is my
strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in" (lohn 74:17). Are
we as strong today in our service to the Lord as when we built New Life
Church at Woodlands? The Woodlands project cost $3 million. Our
present project, insofar as purchase of yonder property is concerned,
costs considerably less. We should have no difficulty in realising this
r
vision if we follow the Lord steadfastly like Caleb.
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"HcrueYou Had Your ÌlokcnÐ"
(Message preached by

ttrhen I was a bov I used to
VV n"ut our elders. mostly new
immigrants from Teochew and
Hokkien, greet one another,
"Have you had your makan?"
This was equivalent to our saying
"H1" today, which shows the hasty and uncaring spirit of this jet-

age. But, I think our migrant

fathers' way of greeting was more
meaningful. A people uprooted
and transplanted in a new country
had a hard time making ends
meet. To have one's three meals
was of primary importance.
The Bible passage we have just
read is about a conversation between Jesus and some of the Five
Thousand who had eaten miracle
bread-and-fish the duy before.
(The miracle of Jesus' feeding five
thousand with five barley loaves

and two small fishes was

so

famous that it is recorded in all the
four Gospels.)

Having enjoyed a free big
makan, those of the Five

Thousand who went to see Jesus
the next dav expected more. But
Jesus did not make miracle bread-

and-fish for them this time. Is it
He could not? No! The
Son of God, whose Father had fed
their ancestors with manna in the
desert forty years, could make
miracle bread a thousand times
more-.But what was more important was the feeding of their souls.
Therefore, Jesus answered them,
"Labour not for the meat which
perisheth, but for that meat which
endureth unto everlasting life,
which the Son of man shall give
unto you . ."

Rev Timothy Tow
over Radio Singapore,
Sunday, January 25, 6 pm)
Text: John 6:26-27; 48-54

the hungry! In Jesus' eves, we
have a greater and more urgent
problem to solve

and that is the
- Whether jobsaving of our soul.
less or jobful, whether rich or
poor, whether educated or uneducated, whether old or young, the
great concern we should have,
above our material needs, is the
life within our life. For sooner or
later our body will die, but where
will our soul be? There is one sad
end for us all, "The soul that
sinneth, it shall die." (EzekiellS:4)The death after death, the soul
that is lost in outer darkness, is
what we must be concerned with,
very gravely concerned with, far
more than the needs of the body.
"It is appointed unto men once to
die, but after this the judgment"
(Heb 9:27). Where wiil your end
heaven or hell?
be

-
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eat?" Despite their argument,

Jesus went even further, "Except
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man,
and drink his blood, ve have no
life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh,
and drinketh my blood hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at

the last day"

(lohn 6:53,54). In

such a vivid manner, our Lord was
describing how He had come from

heaven to die for the sins of
mankind. Jesus was crucified on
the cross, whereby His body was
broken and His precious blood
was shed to pay for the penalty of
our sins. And having conquered
sin, death and Satan, He rose
again the third day. So those who
trust in Him, who humbly receive
the fact that Jesus' death on the
cross was to restore life in them,
are saved. They are delivered from

everlasting hunger and death, and

hether jobless or jobful, whether,
rich or poor, whether educated or
uneducated, whether old or young, the great
concern we should have, above our material
needs, is the life within our life. For sooner or later
our body will die, but where willour soul be?"

W

because

Dear Ìistener, are you among
those hungry five thousand who
sought ]esus for a living? Are you
out of a job, so the most pressing
need is how to get your three
meals? Or, if you are holding a
secure job, and you are well-to-do
and have no worry at all for your
livelihood, you are no better than

When Jesus went a step further,
"and the bread that I will give is
my flesh, which I will give for the
life of the world," the Jews who
did not understand this saying
debated among themselves. "How
can this man give us His flesh to

So, Jesus offers Himself to the
Jews who seek to eat bread that
lasts for a day, Himself the true

have now everlasting life

bread that

bread that Jesus offers you?

wiil satisfy both soul
and body. He says of Himself,
"This is the bread which cometh
down from heaven, that a man

may eat thereof, and not die. I am
the living bread which came down
from heaven: if any man eat of this
bread, he shall live for ever"

(lolm 6:50,51). Do you believe
what Jesus says? Do you take to
Him as to your makan? What is
Jesus

to

you?

and

ever-increasing satisfaction. Dear
listener, have you eaten the living

Now, if we have the bread that
wilÌ feed our souls forever, how
shall we not aiso have the bread
for our earthly life? When I witnessed Jesus Christ to someone in mv
boyhood, this man retorted,
"Does believing in Jesus give me
rice to eat?" The answer to this

question is certainly, yesl But true
faith is belief first, without anv
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pre-condition. This is the way a
man is accepted before God. If we
have preconditions, our faith is
worthless. Like so many coming to
Jesus today who come because
they want this and want that, and
when they don't get it, they say to
the pastor, "Now, I won't come to
your Churchl" That is how the
Five Thousand, whose preconditions were not met, went away
and no more followed Jesus. How
about you?

Believing Jesus truly in our
heart, we will begin to find not
only the joys of heaven, but also
that unspeakable peace on earth.
Not only will we eat one bowl of
dce, we have more rice in the
rice-cooker waiting for us! Jesus
says to His hearers on another
occasion, "Therefore take no
thought, saying, What shall we
eat? or, What shall we drink? or,

Wherewithal shall we

be

and clothing, will be given you on
top of the everlasting life. Yes, not
only one bowl of rice by the
labours of our hands, but two and
even three, for God will give us
more strength to earn our livingl
And when we are converted from
our old evil ways which led us to
squander so much on harmful
habits such as smoking, "eating
black rice at the expense of white
ríce," as the Chinese opiumsmoking coolies would say, we
will see a new way of income
through savings deiived from a
clean life. This is only one instance
of His blessing upon our lives. A
pleasure-seeking Chinese, when
he becomes a Christian, is delivered from the four Chinese sins
of "womanising, gambling, drinking and smoking." And from a
fifth sin in the Cantonese idiom
called "Tong." If you don't know
what "Tong" means, ask a Cantonese friend!

clothed? . . . But seek ye first the

kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto yov"
(Møtt 6:31-33). By trusting ]esus,
all these earthly necessities, food

Jesus offers you life everlasting,
which includes a rich (not necessarily money), meaningful life on
earth. This can be verified by case
after case of God's helping His

children during this period of economlc recession around the world.
Nor is there any downturn in His
Church in the present circumstances. Recently, I received a call
from an estate agent offering for
sale a cinema to our Church. And I
have known of several churches
buying over cinemas in our city.

If we have the riches of the
spiritual, how shall we not have
riches of the material? Therefore
let us take heed to |esus' advice,
"Labour not for the meat which
perisheth, but for the meat which
endureth unto everlasting life,
which the Son of man shall give
unto you: for Him hath God the
Father sealed" (lohn 6:27).

And to return to that greeting I
used to hear when I was a boy,
"Have you had your makan?" But
I must conclude with His Word, "I
am that bread of life . . . This is
the bread which cometh down
from heaven, that a man may eat
thereof, and not díe" (Jolm 6:48,
!
50). Amen.
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(Reproduced Message from Sunset
Hour on 18 Jan 87.)

ccording to the Reader's
/4.
^ Digest Almanac and 1981

-

Yearbook, the little Arab Republic
north of Israel on the Mediterranean coast called Lebanon had a

population of 3 million, of which
half-a-million lived in its capital
city Beirut. According to 1986 statistics, however, the population is
now reduced lo 2.6 million, the
same as Singapore, while Beirut's
population has risen from half-amillion lo 7.2 million. What do
these mercurial statistics show?
Without reviewing the bloody current history, we can visualise from
these upheavals that Lebanon is a
nation ravaged by war. During the
last decade 200,000 Lebanese have

been killed

through internal

- so-called Christfightings between

ians and Muslims, between PLO
and Israel in the war from 1982-85,
and between Druses and other
groupings such as Shi'ites, etc.
Though it is relatively quiet in the
new year of 7987, there is no
guarantee against another bomb
or bombs that might explode in
some shopping centre, raining
death on innocent souls. Because
of such brutality and uncertainty,
half-a-million Lebanese have left
their homeland.

Though Lebanon is only twothirds the size of Johore, Singapore's neighbouring Malay State,
it nevertheless looms large in Bible
history and prophecy. This is due
to her proximity to Israel, God's
chosen people through whom
God's salvation plan is revealed to
all mankind. Being so closely link82

ed to Israel, great events that have
taken place in Israel affecting the
destiny of the human race have
had and will have serious repercussions in Lebanon, as with

Israel's other neighbours,

e.g.

Egypt,which was discussed by Dr
Davis the last two weeks.

Lebanon, which

means

"whtte", is first mentioned in the
Bible by Moses when he recalled

their civilisation throughout

the
Mediterranean as seafaring traders
and colonisers. The Phoenician
city-state of Tyre flourished about
1000 8.C., whose king Hiram "had

furnished Solomon with cedar
trees and fir trees, and with gold
according to all his desire" (I Kl
9:11). But 250 years after this, the
prophet Isaiah predicted that Tyre

would "be forgotten

seventy

years" (Isaiøh 23:75) whiÌe Zidon
(Sidon) would have "no rest."

to the children of Israel what God

had commanded them to do in
Horeb, soon after coming out of
Egypt. "The Lord our God spake

unto us in Horeb, saying,
'. . Turn you, and take your

journey, and go to the mount of
the Amorites, and unto all the
places nigh thereunto, in the
plain, in the hills, and in the vale,
and in the south, and by the
seaside, to the land of the
unto
Canaanites, and
Lebanon,

Lebanon is the land of the
ancient Phoenicians who spread

Lebanon, ancient Phoenician
land of Tyre and Sidon, rose and
fell with the fortunes of Israel in
the course of that period of history
when super-powers clashed with

each other over their soil.
Together with Israel, she came

under the sway of Egypl, Assyria,
Babylonia, Persia, Greece and
Rome in successive conquests. In

modern times, Lebanon

came

under the control of the Ottoman
Empire (1517-1977), but the French
were the last to rule this Arab
State, i.e. after World War I. In
1943, while WWII was still raging,

./ ,-'fVr..-i,ã:-!7_,
r'zt,-' .
,l't" .':: :..t The trading of blows became so
...'.;. ''
bad that the Israelis invaded Leba,
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non in a war that lasted from 1982
to 1985. The PLO was physically

expelled from Lebanon, with
much devastation to the Land.
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While Isaiah had earlier prophesied the Babylonian conquest of
Tyre and Sidon, chief cities of
Lebanon; Zednariah, who lived
200 years after Isaiah, looked
across two millenniums to another
Lebanon. Zechariah sees a vision
of another regathering of Israel
(Zech 10:6-12), which Isaiah also
saw in Isa 11:11-13.
Now, the first return of the Jews
took place 536 B.C. from Babylon
after seventy years' exile (under
Nebuchadnezzar). The second re-

turn which both Isaiah and
Zechariah predict took place,
without a doubt, in 7948 when

:--

ìÁ

"I

his is marvellous

before

ou, eyes!Within 39

years of lsrael's return, three
prophecies have been
lsrael's becoming
fulfilled
- 1948,
the Six Day
a nation
and Yom Kippur Wars in the
south 1967-73, and the
Lebanese War 1982-85.
What next?"

Lebanon became totally independent and a member of the Arab

League. Although a member of
the Arab League, she did not
participate in the 7967 and 7973
Wars with Israel. Nevertheless,
400,000 Palestinian Arabs made
homeless by the Arab-Israeli Wars
had crossed over into Southern

Lebanon where many refugee

camps were established. The PLO
(Palestine Liberation Organisation) used these camps as a train-

ing ground for Arab guerrillas to
launch attacks on Israel. In turn,

Israeli forces counter-attacked
"eye for eye and tooth for tooth."

modern Israel was re-established
as a nation. Connected with this
second return ín 1948, Isaiah sees
a war of the new Israeli nation
involving the territories occupied
by the Philistines (Gaza), Syria
(the east), Edom, Moab, Ammon
flordan) and Egypt. This was fulfilled in the Six Day War of \967
and the Yom Kippur War of 7973.
But the latest War fought by Israel
in the northern front was in Lebanon 1982-85. This was seen by
Zechariah in Zech 77:7-6.

Until the outbreak of Civil War
7975, Lebanon was a prosperous country compared with her

in

other Arab neighbours. Known as
"Switzerland of the Middle East,"

she was a favourite country of
tourists. Beirut, with a modern
seapod, had some of the most
luxurious hotels. But the Civil War
and Israel's invasion has wrecked
the cities and destroyed Lebanon's
previous prosperity. A centre of

trade and banking, with over

70

banks for the Arab worÌd, so that
she is also called the "Zurich of t]:.e

Middle East," she is today

re-

duced almost to shambles by one
decade of continuous bombing
and bloodshed. Losses sustained
in housing and trade amount to
billions of LIS dollars.

If Isaiah had seen what has been
fulfilled in the 1967 and 7973 Wars
in the south, Zechariah confirms
with a vision of war in the rtorth.
Following the return of Israel by
sea through the Lebanese coast
(Zech 70:70-72), the prophet is led
in spirit to announce an oPen
invasion of Lebanon (Zech 11:7-6),
The high and mighty, the barons
and tycoons, described as cedars
and fir trees, are burned. The fire
is the fire from gun and rockets.
The war in Lebanon echoes across
the Sea of Galilee to Bashan on the
east.

There is the cry of howling
shepherds (the government of the
land), a voice of roaring young
lions, even of such rantings as of
PLO fighters. With anarchy burst-

irg all round, all authority

is
dashed to the ground. "Thus saith

the Lord God: 'Feed the flock of
my slaughter,' whose possessors
slay them and hold themselves not
guilty; and they that sell them say,
'Blessed be the Lord; for I am rich;
and their own shepherds pity
What a befitting
them not
description of Israel's invasion of
Lebanon, the routing of the PLO
and the massacre of the refugees.
All this has been entered in the
bloody pages of recent history.

This is marvellous before our

of Israel's
return, three prophecies have
Israel's becoming
been fulfilled
- the Six Day and
a nation 1948,
Yom Kippur Wars in the south
eyes! Within 39 years

1967-73,

and the Lebanese War

1982-85. What next? Things will
get worse and worse till the whole
world is pitted against Israel. Then

Armageddon, the last battle, will
be fought on Israel's territory
(south of Lebanon) leading to Jerusalem. Zech 74 tells how Christ
will descend on the Mount of
Olives to save His people and to
judge the nations. It is later than
you think! Are you ready to meet
your Lord? And if you are a child
of God, why won't you give your
life to serve Him fulltime? Lebanon, Land of Crisis, has beckoned
you! Will you go away from Him?
I
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T1 onight we begin a new series
I of three messages on Israel.
Land of Promise; Land of
- Land of Destiny.
Prophecy;
Israel

t

lsrael: Land of Promise is so
titled from Deut 6:3: "As the Lord
God of thy fathers hath promised
thee, in the land that floweth with

milk and honey." This title

Èr

is

based on other verses such as 9:28

and 19:8. Not only did the Lord
"say" (the Hebrew for "promise")
this, but He said it, or promised,
with an "oath," according to
1:8,35 and numerous other verses.
God not only "promised," but
"swore."
Now, when we talk of land, the
term of tenure immediately comes
to mind. In modern practice we
have: 1) TOL (temporary occupation license); 2) 30, 60, 99, or 999
year leases, and insofar as Gilstead
Road is concerned, we have a
99-yar lease from 1957 (This leaves
us with only 69 more years. But
land across our street is freehold);
3) Freehold, which means for life
or with right to pass it on for
inheritance. Is your land, yea, also
your life, TOL, 30, 60, 99 at best,

or freehold?

"

l sraelwill be restored and play a major role
I with the Greater Son of David upon the

throne of His father- whose name is called
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace."

Euphrates; The Kenites, and the
Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites,

and the Hittites, and the Periz-

As to Israel, there are three
views to her permanency. They
are 1) the liberal (modernist);

zites, and the Rephaims, and the

2) the a-millennial and 3) the pre-

sites" (Gen 75:18-27). This land is
much, much bigger than the land
occupied by Israel today.

millennial. The liberal (modernist)
resembles the TOL, the amillennial resembles the 99 or
even 999, and the premillennial
the free-hold.

Now, in Genesis 15 God promised to give the land of Canaan to
Abraham and to his descendants:
"this land, from the river of Egypt,

unto the great river, the river

u

Amorites, and the Canaanites,

and the Cirgashites, and the Jebu-

Now, when it is recorded that
God told Abraham at the time of
giving the Land how before his
descendants could occupy this extensive country embracing many
races, they must become "strangers" in a foreign country and be
slaves there four hundred years,

the liberals must challenge

the

authenticity of Moses' authorship
by suggesting a mix-up in the
account. As to the prophecy on
Abraham's descendants, it is but
"history, up to the actual occupation of the land." Prophecy finds
no place in the liberals' vocabulary. Like TOL which is very uncertain, any prophecy of future
things is also very uncertain, so
that it is suggested it is rather
history by a later writer which got
tangled up with the original story.
This makes a reader of the Bible
doubt its accuracy. Like TOL the
Bible is made to appear very uncertain of itself. But, we believe

means and means what it says. An

eternal, almighty Cod who promises on oath a Land to Abraham

and his descendants and who
prophesises their return in the last
da;rs to re-possess it can mean
exactly, no more, no less, what He

says. Menachem Begin, former
Prime Minister of Israel, is a fundamentalist. He claims Israel's
right of possession of the West
Bank of Jordan from God's Promise to Abraham in Genesis 15. The
land promised to Israel lasts not
only to the end of this age, but into
the next of a thousand golden
years of peace. (This earth, with
God in control, will not burn up by
nuclear war yet.) Israel will be
restored and play a major role
with the Greater Son of David
upon the throne of His father
whose name is called Wonderful,
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace. "And it shall come to pass,
that every one that is left of all the
nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year
to year to worship the King, the
Lord of hosts, and to keep the
feast of tabernacles" (Zech 74:76).
While in Ezekiel 47:73,74, we see
the land promised to Abraham
inherited by returned Israel during
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Moses is the author of the first five
books of the Bible, and he wrote of

Christ without intrusion by many
outside sources. He wrote, directIy inspired by God, without mistake or error. Do you believe the
Bible, every book of it, every chapter, verse and word is God's inspired WORD?
The second view on Israel: Land

of Promise, is the amillennial,

which means there will not be an
Israel on earth continuing in the
promises of the fathers, whose
land territory will be as it was
promised to Abraham, from the
river of Egypt to the river Euphrates
during a thousand-year
rule of -Christ over the world. The
promises to Israel, according to
amillennial doctrine, are fulfilled
in the Christian Church. We are
the spiritual Israel. With Israel
ceasing to be -¡¡hat it is predicted
of her, the wars which we noted
last week as waged by her against

her modern neighbours,

viz.,
Egypt,Syria, Jordan in the Six-Day
War of 7967 and the Yom Kippur
War of 7973 are seen as a spiritual
conquest by the spread of the
Gospel! (This is the view of Prof.
Edward Young in his Introduction

of the Old Testament). The

prophecies on Israel having ceased
through the succession by the

Christian Church, Israel, the Land
of Promise, is like having a tenure
of 99 or 999 year lease at most! This
sort of hermeneutics, to use a big

word (which means principle of
interpretation), requires much
"spiritualising." The return of
Christ to sit on the literal throne of

His father David, to rule

a

thousand years of peace on earth,
evaporates in thin air back into the

heavens

!

The third view which is our
view is to take what is promised to
Israel and prophesied of her liter-

ally! God's Word says what it

Christ's millennial rule. The
prophet says, "And ye shall inherit it, one as well as another:
concerning the which I lifted up
mine hand to give it unto your

fathers: and this land shall fall
unto vou for inheritance."
According to Homer Duncan,
there are at least 25 Old Testament

promises by God that he will
gather Israel back to the Land of
Promise, from Isaiah to Zechariah.
Are these promises literal or
figurative? We are the freeholders,
like those who have absolute possession of their land, we hold the
view that God's promises are un-

changeable, eternal, forever yea
and amen. So, the Lord will come
back to earth, literally land on the
Mount of Olives. He will return to
Israel to put down a united-world
rebellion and bring in a thousand
years of peace. Yes, like freehold,
without time constraint, Israel's
Promised land will be the arena of
the millennial rule. Even so, come,
¡
Lord Jesus. Amen.
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I

T n our Government's desire to
I inculcate religious thought in
our secondary schools, we have

I

I

heard a great deal of emphasis on
the wisdom of China and the
meditation of India. Whether China or India, Confucius or Buddha,

I

we can think of them as philosophers, coming from lands of

philosophy. Now the Oxford Dictionary defines philosophy as the
"love of wisdom or knowledge,
especially that which deals with
ultimate reality, or with the most
general causes and principles of
things; and moral philosophy (of
which Confucianism is China's
contribution to mankind) is the
study of principles of human action or conduct."

t*
låå

i

.ï

_sE

€

r

When our secondary students
choose rather to study the Old
Testament prophets (which is prescribed for the Divinity course in
the 'A' Level), they will enter an
entirely different field of knowledge. They will be confronted not
by philosophising men, but by
men speaking from the Lord, the
Almighty God. They will find the
Land of Israel from where the
prophets speak to be rather a land
of prophecy! Philosophy is man
seeking God but prophecy is God
seeking man.
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Israel, Land of Prophecy, if we
look at it subjectively, is the Land
where God speaks to man concerning his salvation. Israel, Land
of Prophecy, if we look at it objec-

tively, is the Land God speaks
about in His plan of bringing
salvation to man. There is the

.t

vertical line showing God coming

down upon the Land of Israel.

There is the horizontal line showing the Land of Israel fulfilling the

on-going work of God.

Now let us consider the vertical

line of God coming down upon

of the walls
of the Old City.

The restored walks on top

(photo: Frank D. Smith)
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Israel, to speak to man, to tell man
how he might be saved. Be saved
from sin, death and hell! Do you
know of this saving plan? Do you
know that your sins are forgiven,
and you are on your way to

If not, you're lost, and
child of hell!

heaven?

a

The first time that God speaks to

man concerning His saving plan,
insofar as the Hebrews, the original people of Israel are concerned,
is to Abraham. Gen 72:7-3 reads,
"Now the Lord had said unto
Abram, Get thee out of thy coun-

try, and from thy kindred, and
from thy father's house, unto a
land that i will shew thee: And I
will make of thee a great nation,
and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great: and thou shalt be a

blessing: And I will bless them
that bless thee, and curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all
families of the earth be blessed." Is
it not so that Israel, the nation that
is descendant from Abraham, is a
superpower today in the MiddleEast, and those who are for Israel
are blessed, like USA and Singapore (!) and those who fight Israel
suffer great loss? But what is pertinent to our discourse tonight is,
"in thee shall all the families of the
earth be blessed." Through Abraham has come King David, and
from David has come Jesus Christ,
the Saviour of mankind (Matt 7:1).
Nations that have opened up to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ are blessed.
Great Britian was great because, as
Queen Victoria had said, "I govern the Empire by this Book."
America is great today under President Reagan, whose book "In God
I Trust" speaks of his personal
faith in Jesus Christ. (Be sure to
get a copy from your Tabernacle
Books or CLBC.) Singapore is blessed with peace all through these

years because, for one reason, our
Christian population is increasing.
We have 72o/o now, while those in
Government service, in the higher
echelons, exceed 30%. South
Korea's bulwark against the Com-

munist North is not so much in
Hyundai tanks as in her 30%
Christian population. Korea now
has 360 missionaries sent into the
world. (OperationWorld, 74th ed.)

When the Hebrews became a
slave-people numbering 2 million
in Egypt, and had to be saved by
the hand of Moses, God revealed
servant-prophet how in
time to come He would raise up
another Prophet. Peter, speaking
at Pentecost, identified this

to His

Prophet to be none other than the

crucified and risen Christ (Acfs
3:22). My ]ewish friend, how

long will you still wait for

the

Messiah, when He has come and
has saved us Gentile Christians,
yea, even 50 million in China!

" t srael. Land of
I Própnecy, if we
look at it subjectively, is
the Land where God
speaks to man concerning
his salvation. lsrael, Land
of Prophecy, if we look at
it objectively, is the Land
God speaks about in His
plan of bringing salvation
to man."

The prophecy of Israel being the

Land of the Saviour's birth is
found in Num 24:77, "I shall see
him, but not now: I shall behold
him but not nigh: there shall come
a Star out of Jacob and a ScePtre
shall rise out of Israel . . ." The
prophecy that Christ will be born
in Bethlehem is found in
Micah 5:2, "But thou, Bethlehem
Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah,
yet out of thee shall he come forth
unto Me that is to be ruler in
Israel; whose goings forth have
been from of old, from everlasting. "

We know the famous story of
how the Wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem looking for the
new-born Saviour, because they
had seen "his star in the east" and
how the chief priests and scribes

directed them to

Bethlehem

to Micah's prophecy.
Assuredly, they found their
Saviour in David's city. Tonight
according

Time will not allow me to quote
more prophecies, but here is a
third, and most explicit identification of the Saviour , viz., Isa. 7:74,
where it is stated, ". . a Virgin
shall conceive, and bear a Son,
and shall call his name Immanuel." Christmas was here only a
month or so ago. Did you learn
anything from the age-old carols?

you have come out of your perplex-

ities and problems in life, and
you want to find the way out of
your present troubles. By the same

starlight of Micah's prophecy, let
us lead you to Jesus' feet. Bow
before Him and He will save you!
There was an Austraiian profes-

sor of history

in our NUS quite

some years ago who wrote a book.

Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord:
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgín's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,

Hail the Incarnate

DeiN.
Pleased as man with men to dwell,

JESUS, our Emmanuel. .

.

In reference to Jesus, he said He
was born in the city of Nazareth.
When a Deacon of Life Church
showed him Micah 5:2, he could
not have been more embarrassed.
Quickly he wrote back to thank
this Deacon. He was not afraid, in
fact, he had no other way, to
admit his mistake. Perhaps that's

a

picture of you, with all your
academic qualifications and attain-

Having considered the vertical
line of Israel, the Land of Prophecy, let us now conclude with just
one comment on the horizontal
line, viz., showing how the Land
of Israel has fulfilled the on-going
work of God's saving plan. We
refer to Israel being predicted to
be, not only the Land, but also
Bethlehem, the town, of our
Saviour's birth.

ments, but you need to come to
your Bethlehem to see the light of
Life. Until you humbly bow before
Him, offering up your "gold, incense and myrrh," you are still in
outer darkness.

God has spoken to us tonight
through Israel, the Land of Prophecy, subjectively and objectively.
t
What will you say to Him?
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n that holocaust of holocausts af one word from our
Saviour's mouth, allthe powers of heaven and earth
will be shaken ! The topography of Jerusalem will be
turned upside down, so that out of dry Jerusalem will
now issue lively fountains of water that become
two rivers. . ."
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r¡ his is the third and last of a

J- series of messages on Israeì.
Israel: Land of Promise, Israel:

Land of Prophecy, Israel: Land of
Destiny.

Now, the word "destiny"
means "predestined events"; "a
person's or a country's appointed
or ultimate lot" (Oxford Dictionary). Our study on Israel tonight
relates to what will ultimately happen to Israel ! Why is the Bible so
concerned about little Israel, with
literally hundreds of predictions
about her people and land ? Why
isn't Singapore mentioned in the
Bible at all? For us to ask such a
question is sheer effrontery ! It is
like "a snake trying to swallow an
elephant" ! Who are we that
should claim God's attention ?
"Behold, the nations are as a drop
in a bucket, and are counted as the
small dust of the balance; behold
He taketh up the isles as a very
little thing. . . . All nations before
Him are as nothing; and they are
counted to Him less than nothing,
and vanity" (lsø 40:15-77).
Israel's destiny is mentioned by
chapters and books because she is
the chosen arena for the outwork-

ing of God's salvation plan for all
mankind. In the last days immediately before Christ's return to
judge the nations and rule the
earth for a thousand golden years
(Rez;20:7-6), this wicked world
must bear the outpouring of God's
wrath seven times (Reo 76:7-27).
Between the sixth and seventh
outpourings, Rev 16:13-16 tells us
of the climaxing of a global war

that leads to the battle of
Armageddon. Now, Armageddon
in Hebrew is Har Megiddo, or the
Hill of Megiddo. It is below Mount
Carmel and modern Haifa, gateway to Jerusalem in the south for
invading armies from the north.
While in the trumpet judgments of
Revelation 8 and 9 one-third of the
world will suffer fierv death and
destruction, in Zech í3,8,9, Israel
88

will lose two-thirds of her people.
(In a recent estimate by the British
Government, 26 million of her
people will die in an atomic holocaust, i.e. half of her population.)

How about Singapore? When I
was in Australia, I heard Mr Goh
Chok Tong mention the need to
prepare for 79991Hong Kong has
her 7997 and Singapore has her
7999. Dare we claim 12 more vears
of peace and prosperity for Singapore? Insofar as Israel's destiny is
concerned, it is going to be a
bloodbath that runs for 200 miles
"unto
the
horse-bridles"
(Reo

74:20). By God's

special

grace/ one-third of lsrael will be
preserved, which reflects on the
744,000 of Rev 74:7-5. Where will
you be in the coming nuclear
holocaust?
When the climax of climax of the
Battle of Armageddon is reached,
in a frontal attack on Jerusalem by

all nations, that is the uniteâ

armies of the Antichrist, then will
Christ descend personally on the

Mount of Olives (Zech 14:4). This
is confirmed by the two angels at
the Ascension of our Lord, "This
same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye have

seen Him go into

heaven"

As the sacred feet of
our Saviour touches this sinful
earth, she will so tremble before
the Holy God in an earthquake
that splits the Mount of Olives,
with far-reaching repercussions
that send the cities of the nations
(Acts 1:11).

tumbling down

(Rea 76:79).

Where will Singapore be among
the cities of the nations that fall?
When God answers man's A and
H bombs with just one E bomb
(earthquake bomb), then only will
man take note. "And this shall be
the plague wherewith the Lord
will smite all the people that
fought against Jerusalem; Their
flesh shall consume away while
they stand upon their feet, and
their eyes shall consume away in
their holes, and their tongue shall
consume away in their mouth"
(Zech 74:72).

In that holocaust of holocausts
at one word from our Saviour's

mouth, all the powers of heaven
and earth will be shaken ! The
topography of Jerusalem will be
turned upside down, so that out of
dry Jerusalem will now issue lively
fountains of water that become
two rivers, one to flow to the
Mediterranean and the other to
the Dead Sea. When rehabilitation
of Israel, Land of Destiny is complete, "the Lord shall be king over
all the earth" with headquarters in

Jerusalem (Zech 74:9). "And it
shall come to pass, that everyone
that is left of all the nations which
came against Jerusalem shall even
go up from year to year to worship
the King, the Lord of hosts, and to
keep the feast of tabernacles. And

it shall be that whoso will

not

come up of all the families of the
earth unto Jerusalem to worship
the King, the Lord of hosts, even
upon them shall be no rain. And if
the family of Egypt go not up, and
come not, that have no rain; there
shall be the plague, wherewith the

Lord will smite the heathen that

come not up to keep the feast of
tabernacles" (Zech 14:76-19). Tlne
whole earth must come to worship
the Messiah in Jerusalem during
the golden thousand years rule.
Those of us who are saved and
are dead will have resurrected at
Christ's coming, and those who
live up to Christ's coming will not
die, but will be transformed in an
instant, and be caught up to meet
the Lord in the air (I Thess 4:7318). And we shall be priests of
Cod and Christ, and shall reign
with Him a thousand years ! This
is the everlasting aspect of the
everlasting life ! But those who are
not saved will be resurrected after
the thousand years to be judged
before the great white throne and
be cast into the lake of fire. O, be
you saved tonight by calling on
our Lord Jesus Christ who must
come first to judge Israel, the Land
of Destiny.

Even so, come, Lord
Amen and

Amen.

Jesus-
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Yerushalayrm, Messiah Is Come
Swedish folk melody
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Ye-ru - sha-layim, thy sons and daughters love theel Two thousand years they've
Ye-ru - sha - layim, be - hold Christ Je-sus has come To save thy sons, if
Ye-ru - sha-layim, be-hold Mes-sì-ah shall come To save thy Land, when
Ye-ru - sha-layim,God is thy 'ler-naì pe - ace, Ci - ty of Zion, Da

wandered

in ex -

Now by God's grace,they're galhered to thee in peace,
By death and pain, He has be-come their ran - som.
He comes on clouds, with awesome loud trum - pet sound

ile.

they will turn to Him.
thou shalt cry to Him,
vid's throne rise a - gain

!

Ci ty of

Truth, resplendent in

His glo

ry

Chorus

By thy embrace, their weeping turns to smile,
Ris-ing a- gain, He has forgiv'n their sin.
To judge the earth - peace a mil - len - ni - um.
Till sun shall rise and moon no more shall wane.

peace and

freedom

ring,

To thee Sha

layim,lift up thyvoice and sing, Messiah

-

Ye - ru - sha -

layim,

let

lom! To thee Sha - loml Ye-ru-sha

is come, Messiah is

comel
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T0 BUKIT GAMBIR byRearimothyrow
own. In 7922 they began worshipping in a shophouse, but a couple
of years later they acquired a bungalow standing on two acres of
land on the Muar-Segamat Road.
Under the early leadership,
Rawang Church was a shining
light in a dark country. Two Bible
verses, John3:16 and Acts4:72,
carved on two big ebony panels,
like Jachin and Boaz of the Solomonic Temple, remain to this dayl
How they attest to the evangelistic

zeal of the fathers!

mong the Chinese immigfl, rants to Singapore and
^
Malaysia
during tne ?rst decades

Rawang

Church was greatly blessed in the
thirties when members attended
Dr John Sung's revival meetings in
Muar.

Muar River. As thev had no
Church of their o*.r, íh"y united

With the advent of the Japanese
occupation in the early forties,
however, the Church became isolated. As the first generation began to pass away one by one, and
there was no pastor to nurture the
flock, the situation grew from bad

the Living Water

to worse. This state of affairs dragged on for two decades untiÌ the

of this century, there was a small
band of Christians from Swatow
(Santou) who founded a colony at
Rawang on the other side of the

with earlier migrants in service at

Presbyterian
Church, Muar, which was founded in 1892.

Going to Church in Muar was
by sampan and oar. Instead of
parking cars in the Churchyard as
today, the pioneers to Rawang
had their sampans tied to the
banks below their Church. Sunday
was spent morning and afternoon
in worship, and the time in between for fellowship. It was a
whole-family, whole-day affair.

Now, rowing across the Muar
River to Church from some creek
upstream was easier than rowing

back. This strenuous routine,
week after week, yielded to a more
sensible solution. Under the leadership of Rev Chiam Seng Por
(Chiam See Tong's grandpa) and

brother Boon Kee and the Low
Kwang Kow and Kwang Boon
brothers, the Rawang settlers decided to start a Church of their
90

sixties. By this time, that old bungalow where the fathers worship-

ped had become so worn and
rickety that it had to be pulled
down for safety.

It was about this time, in 1966,
that I was invited to minister to
Rawang. This was in conjunction
with my original engagement with
Trinity Church, Muar, to start an
English Service. As the old Church
was dismantled and rebuilt into a
shack for temporary worship, the
urgency of a new Church
mounted. Mrs Chew Kia Song, a
daughter of Rawang, was moved

particularly to help the pastor in
the promotion of the Building
Fund.

After six years of ministering in

Rawang, the New Rawang
Church, designed by Miss Tay
Siew Mui of Trinity Church, was
built at a cost of M$70,000. It is a
handsome building, 33' x 66',
with parsonage and kindergarten,

22' X 103'. The rebuilding of
Rawang Church was undertaken,
however, with a vision wider than
serving the descendants of that
Christian colony. Rawang henceforth must become a new centre of
evangelistic outreach to the back-

waters of the Muar River and

beyond. (Rawang has since joined
the B-P movement).
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CEFIEJA BUKIT GAMBIR

With the raising of the new house
of prayer, the descendants of the
early settlers are gathered in force
to serve the Lord. A kindergarten
was started which today has well
over a hundred enrolled. The
attendance on Communion Sunday is between 70 and 100. The
Youth Fellowship is particularly
strong, which has a choir ministering every Lord's Day. The Church
owns two mini-buses which are
used for evangelistic outreaches,

Faith of our fathers, Iívíng stiLl,
Though Long decayed their
house of prayer.

And one by one they've gone
above.
As oft is shedtheir children' s tear.
Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
Live inour heartsfromage to age !

Faith of our fathers, Iiving still,
A second house of prayer we
raße
A beacon beaming brighter far
From Muar's dark streams

especially.

One permanent outreach of
Rawang Church is Bukit Gambir,
13 miles inland. After holding children's classes and youth meetings

across the waves.

in a member's home for

Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
Shine through thy sons
break of day.

Rawang, has a seating capacity for

a hundred. On weekdays, a
Rawang young lady runs a kindergarten for 30 children. With Bukit

Gambir growing up, a regular service, with the Lord's Supper occa-

sionally, is held here on Sunday
night after the Rawang afternoon
service. This has been going on for
the last five years.
Elder and Mrs Koa of Muar and
FEBC have given themselves to
both Rawang and Bukit Gambir.
With the Lord's blessing, Rawang
should advance further in fulfiÌment of the Great Commission, till
He comes.

some

Faith of ourfathers, holyfaith,

years, the Rawang congregation
decided to build an outhouse adjoining this member's house. This
outhouse, built at a cost of
M$12,000, financed totally by
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Shine through thy sons
break of day.

till
Amen

PENINSULAR MALAYSIA
Population:
Area:
People:

ENANG

Religions:

13,188,000
132,000 sq km.
Malay - 53%
Chinese - 35.2%
lndian - 10.5%
Orang Asli - 0.65%
Muslim - 56%

Taoist/
Buddhist
Hindu
Atheist
Christian

PENINSULAR
MALAYSIA

- 31 %
- 8-4%
- 0-7%
- 3%

(incl. R.C.)

KUALA LUMPUR
UKIT BATU
BAN

.

KELAPA SAWIT

LAI BESAR

BUKIT GAMBIR
L]

LA

JOHOR

JO
INGAPORE
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KETAPA SAWIT B.P GHURGH

by Ng Sang Chiew

Venue:
Kelapa Sawit, 81030, Kulai, Johor

Time:
6.00 am to 6.45 am on Sundays
Prayer Meeting
2.00 pm to 2.45 pm on Sundays
Catechism Class
2.75 to 2.45 pm on Sundays
Adult Class (Hakka Bible Study)
4.15 pm to 4.50 pm Sundays
Choir
8.00 pm to 9.00 pm on
Wednesdays
- Prayer Meeting
Bible Study and
7.45 prn to 8.45 pm on Fridays
funior Youth Fellowship
Meeting
2.00 pm to 3.30 pm on
Saturdays
School
- Sunday
8.00 pm to 9.00
pm on
Saturdays
Youth Fellowship
Meeting

Pulpit Ministry:
1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday
Miss Ng Sang Chiew 2nd Sunday
- Tow or
Rev Timothy
Rev Philip Heng
4th Sunday
Elder John Ling

The Church Buílding

BUKIT BATU

B'P SUIIDAY SCHflflL

by

Ns sang Chiera

-

Venue:

The classes are held under a
durian tree near a piece of land
that Life Church purchased for

Membership:
Over 70 members

Activities:
Family Camps, Gospel Meetings,
Christmas Carolling, Home visita-

tion, Tracting Vacation
Schoois,

Air

us a long time ago. The weather
decides whether the classes can
be held.

Bible

Bemban Church
Time:
9.00 am to 10.00 am on Saturdays

Projects:
1. Application of the land behind

the church for extension of the
church grounds.
2. Kindergarten with enrolment
of over 150. Elder John Ling is

the principal. Miss Ng Sang
Chiew is the Supervisor and

Personnel:

Miss Ng Sang Chew, Mrs Choo
Chu Kan and Sunday School
teachers from Kelapa Sawit B-P
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of the

Malaysian

Needs:

1.

We need a church building.
We can then develop into a
church as well. Few adults
want to meet under a durian
tree but 2 adults have been

baptised. The students also are
praying for a church to be built.

2. We also need a dedicated fulltime worker. Our teachers seek
prayer for the Lord's strength
and wisdom.

Church.

3. Our students and their parents
need faith in and love for the
Lord.

Size:
20 to 50 members

We are committing all these needs

Counsellor.
3. Registration
B-P Church.

Other Activities:
Family worship is held monthly,
Home Visitation & Tracting.

to the Lord.

I

i'

t
l
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AIB BEMBAil B.P GHURGH

by Ng Snng Chiew

Ì

I

Venue:

105-106 Jalan

Bemban,

81030,

Cempaka,

Kulai

Air
Besar

Johor.
¡

Time:
5.00 pm to 6.00 pm Sunday School
7.30 pm to 8.30 pm Church Service

Õ
)

Personnel:

Miss Ng Sang Chiew, Mrs Choo
Chu Kan

llI
t

$6;

r

Pulpit Ministry:
1st, 3rd, _5th Sunday
- or
Miss Ng Sang Chrew

&_j.,*

Guest Speaker
2nd Week
- Heng or
Rev Philip
another pastor
4th week
Mrs Choo Chu Kan

-

Members:

-

_

#

Inauguration and Dedícation Service: Fellowship and Refreshments.
(Rev Timothy Tow and Elder fohn Ling in the foreground)

30 to 50 people

Needs:

for new converts who
face opposition and dare not
attend church.

1. Prayers

2. Prayers for health and strength
for Mrs Choo Chu Kan who
stays and works in the Church

at weekends.
3. Prayers for the Lord's grace
upon Miss Ng Sang Chiew as
she leads in the church and for
the elders, deacons, Youth Fel-

lowship, Junior Youth

Fel-

lowship and choir.

4. Prayers for the Kindergarten.
The present enrolment is over
40 pupils.
Participants of the inauguration and dedication service on 13th September, L986.
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KULAI BESAR B-p GHUBGH by Døuid wong
T,/ ulai Besar B-P Church
-N. founded in 1973 by

was
Rev

Timothy Tow. The first pastor was
Rev Liew Hon Sang. He left in the
same year. The worship service
re-started in August 1980 by Pastor Freddy Yong. He now serves in
Rompin on the east coast of

Malaysia. Presently

Preacher

David Wong is in charge and
conducts the weekly service in
English and Mandarin.

We thank God that Life

at 7.30 p.m. so that
teachers and students can worship

evenings

with

us.

Our Session consists of Rev Bob-

by Phee of Sembawang

B-P

Church as the Supervisory Pastor,
Elder John Ling of Kelapa Sawit
B-P Church as the elder, Preacher
David Wong and Mr Peter Lew as

Deacons and Mrs Rosie Fraude

and Mrs Lim Choo Yoon

as

Deaconesses.
B-P

Church has bought a corner terrace house for us to worship in
and run a kindergarten.
Sunday is not a public holiday in
Johor. So we worship on Friday

Preacher David Wong preaches
twice a month. B-P Church pastors, elders and Far Eastern Bible
College students are regularly invited to preach on the other
worship days.

A song item in the Worship Service.

We have baptrsed 20 members.
More than half of these have married and moved away, transferred

or left for further studies.

We

thank Cod for calling three of the
young people to serve Him full
time. One of them is pastering this
church and two have married pastors in Singapore.

The average attendance at
worship service is 25 to 30. We
also have a Sunday School.
Initially Life Church supported

us financially. About five
Some members at the Church premises. Pteacher David Wong and wife are

on the right.

years

ago this support was taken over by

Calvary B-P Church.
Last year the church started a
kindergarten. This is a ministry to
the children in the neighbourhood. We prayerfully hope that
through attending the kindergarten, many children will come to
the Lord.
We have also purchased a van to
help us carry out our commission
effectively. In 7987 we hope to
extend our work to Saleng, a town
two miles south of Kulai Besar. We
will start a children's bible class
and family bible study groups. By
God's will, we also hope to purchase a piece of land to build a
church in the near future.
r

Some of the children from the kindergarten.
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flUR WITIIESS
lll THE MAIAYSIAII GAPITAT

byRearimothyrow
supply preachers to Calvary Jaya
are drawn mostly from Singapore,
Rev Liew, being bilingual and only
an half-hour's drive away, comes

\l
a.

in handy. Being an

ordained

minister, he also administers the
Lord's Supper. His ministry with
the Chinese Service has been
appreciated especially by Mrs
Chew Fook Wah, whose preacher
husband was taken home suddenly a couple of years ago.

J t all began with Rev Liew Hon
I Seng and his wife offering their

daughter, who is a musician,
helps at the piano in Sunday

corner terrace house at 70 Taman
Sri Melati (opposite Batu Caves) to

School an-d worship service. They

have been serving with us since
September 1983. One family in the
housing estate where they are located have had their idols destroyed. To date, ten persons, six

Life Church for the purpose of
starting a Gospel station. As both

husband and wife were my students before, one with a B.Th.
from FEBC and the other with

adults and four children, have

diploma from Chin Lien Bible

been baptised. Church attendance
is around 20 and Sunday School

School, we felt such talents should
be traded for the Lord. Previous to

about 30.

this offer, Rev Liew and his wife
had served eight years with the
Lutheran Church at Kuala Kangsar, Perak, and two years in Miri,

Fifteen miles south from where

Rev and Mrs Liew have two

the Liews live is located Calvary
Jaya B-P Church at Damansara
Heights, Petaling laya. Here is
Calvary BPC's outreach to the
Malaysian capital, with both an

daughters and one son. The elder

English and a Chinese service. As

Sarawak.

Ëlder E. Mghødeaøn

T n mid-February 1985 Pastor
I To* on on" bf his regular
preaching engagements

in the

Jo-

hor Bahru Mandarin Service, was
consulted by Madam Zee the owner of No. 51, ]alan Wadi Hana in
Johor Bahru on the prospect of
reaching out to the Tamils there.
With Pastor Tow's zeal and gui-

dance, a regular Tamil Service
was then inaugurated on 10th
March 1985 in Madam Zee's
house. Rev Burt Subramaniam
and Elder Eric Mahadevan were
also committed to this outreach
which was named Life B-P, Johor
Bahru, Tamil Service. Bro Abraham T. Kaveri, now an FEBC
student, became the full-time
worker for this work which grew
gradually and today has an average attendance of 30 worshippers.

on

Apart from preaching and administering the Lord's Supper, Rev
Liew is also interpreter for English
and Cantonese. He also translates
the RPG into Chinese. He has a
plan to extend a Gospel witness to
Selayang Segar, two miles beyond
his present abode, where a cornerflat on the first floor of a five-

storey block has been acquired
with a loan from Life Church. It
has a strategic location, obliquely

facing a bus station. When completed in a few months, a proposed Christian Kindergarten for
30 children is planned. Taman Sri
Melati and Selayang Segar are the
B-P's northernmost outreaches up
the Malay Peninsula. Pray for the
Liews and their extended work to
Petaling Jaya and Selayang Segar.

Amen.

r

TAMIT Í|UTREAGHES III JflHflR
Following the Tamil Service in
Johor Bahru another Tamil work
was soon made possible. About
40 km from Johor Bahru lies Kelapa Sawit (meaning Oil-Palm). In
this Palm-oil estate, lives a small
Tamil community. Bethlehem
Jurong B-P Tamil Church had over
the past 72 years been conducting
a monthly Saturday afternoon Bible Study Class for 20-30 Tamil
children. In February 1986 Elder
John Ling of Kelapa Sawit B-P
Mandarin Church, consulted Pastor Rev Tow on starting a Tamil
Service at his Church. With the
assistance of Rev Burt Subramaniam the Tamil Service was inaugurated at Kelapa Sawit on 2nd
March 1986. Elder E. Mahadevan
is again committed and serves as
the supervisory elder. Bro T.

Kaveri is also the full-time worker
for this Service. Today an average
of about 20 worshippers gather for
the Sunday Worship which commences at 5.00 pm. Elder Edmund
Tay preaches once a month in this

ministry.

Both Tamil Services are small
and growing gradually.We should
r
all pray for the Tamil work.
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Missions:

INDONESIA
f, orty-eight miles southeast of
I' Singapore is Tanjung Pinang,
chief port and city of the Riau

band, Joseph Liu. The younSer
daughter Lydia and her husband

Islands. It takes three hours to sail

School.

from Finger Pier, via Sekupang,
Batam Island, to Tanjung Pinang.
Though part of Indonesia's 13,000
Archipelago, the Chinese population of Tanjung Pinang speaks the
Teochew dialect. These number
several ten-thousands.

When retired pastor Rev Tan
Peng Koen passed through Tanjung Pinang in 1967 and saw no

Linus run the

Christian

Duy

Life Church has been involved
with the Tanjung Pinang outreach
from August 7973- Since they have
chosen to be affiliated with us, we
have received them like a fosterdaughter. It has been the custom
of the Life Church pastor to visit
Tanjung Pinang two to three times
a year, to baptise and administer
the Lord's Supper. He has bap-

TAl{JUllG plllAl{G AH0yl

o,

o,,

Life Church has also contributed

a sum to Tanjung Pinang which
was earmarked for the building of
a branch church at Kijang, 17 miles
aüoss the Island on the South
China Sea. And we are ready to
help the foster-daughter church
again if she should start a work in
a new housing estate five miles

from the city. Kiantoro, the first
student from Tanjung Pinang to
join FEBC and a helper in the
Indonesian Service, is on a Life
Church scholarship.

rimothy rorn

RHIO ISLANDS

Chinese Church there, he felt call-

ed to start one. At first he borrowed an old Dutch Church in the
city, which is now taken over by
the Indonesians. Later he acquired
a sizeable piece of land with an old

haunted house for a song, which
is now developed into a twostorey school for 400 pupils, and a
three-storey Church. The property
is situated on high ground overlooking the sea, a quarter-mile
from the city. Rev Tan is now
finally retired in Hong Kong.
The work of the church is com-

mitted to his elder daughter
Esther, a graduate of Southeast

Asia Bible College, with the indefatigable assistance of her hus96

tised about 130 during the intervening years, and officiated
several weddings. Others who

have been delegated to Tanjung
Pinang are Rev Djunaidi, and of
late, Rev Bob Phee and Elder Koa.

Of those baptised in Tanjung
Pinang, it is interesting to report
nine were Boat People! In 7978 a
Vietnamese refugee boat with 136
on board found a haven in Tanjung Pinang. As most of these
were of Chinese origin, they were
succoured by the Church and invited to the Sunday Service
for
several months. Hence the -reaping of nine souls thus brought into
the Kingdom.

An outreach by Tanjung Pinang
Singkep Island, 12 hours by
boat, was maintained for a year
and nine months or so by Simon
Tsai. Although Simon left Singkep
on transfer to West Kalimantan,
some fruit was borne after him.
An elderly couple, proprietors of a
provision store, were wonderfully
preserved from a great fire that
swept the town. Realising they
were like wood plucked out of the
fire by the Lord in the nick of time,
they sent word to request the
Singapore pastor to baptise them
in Tanjung Pinang. These are
some of the highlights of our Tanjung Pinang outreach.

to

Tanjung Pinang, ahoy!

I
1

I
I

WEST KAtIMAilTAil
-fa o go to Pontianak, capital of
I West Kalimantan, in 1977, it
took us 36 hours by Pelni cargo

boat. Or you could fly via Jakarta,
or via Kuching, sometimes requiring an overnight transfer. With the
coming of Garuda's Fokker 28, we

can fly to Pontianak now in just
over one hour, in a straight Ìine
across the South China Sea. Going
to Pontianak is like going across to
Malaysia!

At Siantan, on the opposite
bank of the mighty Kapuas River
where Pontianak is situated, there
is a sprawling squatter colony of a
thousand wooden shacks. This
slum of siums shot up like

a

mushroom overnight when
hordes of Chinese refugees fled

the mountain and rural districts
near the Sarawak border in that
notorious Dyak massacre of 7967.
These slum dwellers have no regu-

lar water supply, but gather drink-

ing water from the roof and use
the brownish tidal water in the

by

Re' rimothy row

ditch for all other purposes. I have
compared our Lord's coming to
dwell with sinful men on earth to
Queen Elizabeth's being made to

sit in the ditch to take a

bath!

Poverty and squalor equates Siantan's refugee settlement.

At the far end of this refugee
settlement, Rev Djunaidi, with
help from Life Church and Jakarta,
has acquired two-and-a-half acres
of lowlying land. With much diligence and ingenuity, he has in the

intervening years built a Church,
parsonage, orphanage, dormitories, school and, last of all, Far
Eastern Bible Institute. FEBI is
funded from Singapore, 90 percent by Life Church.
The Gospel enterprise at Siantan
also owns a motor-sampan. This is

their means of transportation to
Kumpai and Biong, two Gospel
stations on the Landak River, tributary to the Kapuas. Souls have
been won to the Lord in Siantan

I

t.

and the two upriver kampungs.
Recently, a totai of 19 from these
three places were baptised. Previous to this, there was a batch of

six and another of 28.

Rev

Djunaidi has also maintained an
outreach in the border regions between Sarawak and Kalimantan,
with support from Rev C. T. Hsu
and a Singapore brother.

What we are involved with
Djunaidi is FEBI, particularly.
Founded July 1984, the Institute is
preparing to graduate the first two
students end of Aprll 7987.

Working with Djunaidi is

a

staff of six other teachers, full-time
and part-time. Kimiko Goto, B.Th.,
FEBC, is an independent mission-

ary supported from Japan. Simon

Tsai and Daniel Arianto, both also
from FEBC, are fully supported by
Life Church. Of late FEBI has been
overtaken by a storm of dissen-

tious spirits, which arose out of
"makan," like what is recorded in
Acts 6. Our prayer is that God will
rule and overrule and that FEBI
might ride out the storm in a short
while. Pray for FEBI and the students and staff. Pray that God's
Name be honoured and His cause

triumphant over every obstacle
put up by the enemy. "Surely the
wrath of man shall praise Thee:
the remainder of wrath shalt thou

restrain" (Ps. 76:10). "But the
word of the Lord endureth forever" (1 Pet. 7:25). And it must
endure in West Kalimantan. r
The church oveilooking the slums

KALIMANTAN

Population:

Rev. Djunaidi and Rev. Tow
7

Religion:

Peoples:

,227 ,000

at

Muslims - 64%
Animist - 15%
Hindu - 2.7%o
Buddhist - 1.1%
Rom. Cat. - 9.4%
Protestant - 870
Chinese (25o/o o'Í
W. Kalimantan)
Dayaks
Malay
Kenyah
Kayan
Kapuas
Javanese
Ot Danum
Barito

founding of FEBI

Official

Language: Bahasalndonesia

The orphanage
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Missions:

ILAND

Thailand means "Free land" because she has not been
under any Íoreign power since her beginning.

by less Lim

The map of Thailand is in the shape
of the head of an elephant srybolis-

ing "Iuck."

The "golden triangle"

Our first woman missionary to
Thailand, fess Lím.

#
w

i

ffi
wffi

W-

ffi

wr
"t

K¡I"

THAILAND

THAILAND
Fopulation:
Area:
Capital

The heavy responsibility shouldered by the first commissioned
missionary of Life B-P Church to Thailand..

52,700,000

514,000 sq km
(22 provinces)
Krung Thep (Bangkok)

Official
Language
Literacy
Religion

Peoples
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Thai
84o/o

Buddhist - 92%
Muslim - 4%
Taoist - 1.6%
Animist - 1.4%
Rom. Cat. - 0.4%
Protestant - 0-31 %
Thai - 80%
Chinese - 12%
Malay - 3.2%o
Khmer -2.8ok
Tribal - 2Vo
Refugees - 1 %

A Missionary's job

o
o

No conditions, no complaints,

no regrets
24-howr service in any kind of
work, from the kitchen to the
office, to the church, to the

toilet, to the

o
.

store

handicrafts

.

Through alÌ kinds of weatherstormy or fair
With joy and faithfulness, dedicated to the end.
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The Minishies of
Frontier Labourers for Christ
THAILAND:
7 churches in 4 Districts in the
"Golden Triangle".
Headquarters at
17 Kaewnawarat Soi 2
ChiangMai

Baptismal service for three atMae Koen. Left
- Elder Adrian Wong and Jess Lim
Rev. Anfhony Tan and Evangelist Yohan.

NCht

-

BURMA:
3 Bible Centres in Taunggyi,
Myitþina and Kengtung

in once-a-month Sunday
singing at non-Christian homes as a form of witnessing.

fess leading the children's choir

THE''GOLDEN TRIA¡TGLE"
TAUNGGYI
CHIANG DAO DISTRICT:
NONG UK DAENG
NAWNGKHIO
WAVILLAGE
SAMAKHI

Tribal work
to the tribes of the Akha, Kachin, Wa,
- Yunnanese & Lawa.
Karen, Lahu,

KENG TUNG

FANG DISTRICT:
E KOK N4U

City work
since Beulah land was purchased by
Life B-P Church
in December 7984, a Beulah Thai
Church was inaugurated on 1st January 1985.

PHRAO

LAOS

BURMA

CHIANG MAI CITY: HQ
BEULAH THAI CHURCH
HANDICRAFTS

Nawngkhio,

a

Lahu Village.

At

the home of the wa¡den of Nawngkhio Church L30 km
NW oÍ Chiangmai, an outreach of Frontier Labourets for
Christ through Jess Lim- On the left are the warden and
his famþ. On the rtght are Sayan and Jeffrey Ow (FEBC

sfudents) and a helper oÍ Frontiet Labourers for Chrtst.
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f the world is dark, the spiritual
world is darker. It is the devil's
den! Satan walks to and fro, seeking whom he may devour. Christians, beware! Be strong in the
LORD. Be not cocksure like Peter
and deny the LORD. Tempt ye not
the LORD. Flee from the devil.
Watch and be vigilant. And, victory will be on your side for greater is He that is in us than he that
is in the world! The Christian
world has the LIGHT!

f
I

Satan used every means to try
Job. Satan used every means to
discourage the Israelites. Satan
used every means to tempt the
LORD's servants. In short, Satan
used every means to cause man to
fall.

And if you expect a change in
their lives, you must pray and
preach the Word. The "wall of
Jericho" will tumble down only
after many rounds of "trumpet
sounding". Nawngkhio Lahu
Tribe Village is a living example.
The mission had given the best to
this village: house resettlement,
outhouses (i.e. shifting toilets), a
school, water tanks and a beautiful
brick churc}:. (a major part of which
was donated by Lifers). Yet, this is
the most troublesome village, all
because of their unborn-again
chief.

FßOIVTIEß BATTTE
by less Lim

Through the 11 years when the
Mission was named OUTREACH
THAILAND and then changed to

to kick against the pricks. Reject
the Word of GOD and face judgement. Persecute His people and
get a death penalty. REPENT and
be saved! No sin is too great or
terrible for our loving Heavenly

Father to forgive. FOR GOD SO
LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE

GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN
SON, THAT WHOSOEVER BE-

LIEVETH IN HIM SHOULD NOT
PERISH BUT HAVE EVERLAST-

ING LIFE.
A convicted and converted life is
a miracle itself. Yes, expect miracles from GOD and go on working
on miracles through the preaching
of GOD'S Word. If you expect
GOD to break down your wall of
Jericho, you must sound the trumpets until His Word accomplishes
that which He pleases.
Problems caused by the villagers

bring headaches but

the FRONTIER LABOURERS FOR
CHRIST, Satan did not stop work-

problems
caused by your fellow labourers
bring heartaches. Paul complained
to Timothy, "Dernas has forsaken
me, having loved this present
world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus

i.g either. Village

revolts,
evangelists' desertion, accounts in
the red are but some disappointments. But, praise the LORD!
there is the rescue line i.e. prayer.

to Dalmatia. Alexander the

In the mountains it is not uncommon to hear of houses being burnt

down

by the enemies,

fishes

poisoned by them, rebellions led
by ungodly tribal chiefs, rejections
of any spiritual or physical help

from the Mission. You would

think the Mission had better pack
up and go horne. Nay, though
discouraged, yet not defeated! To
counter these attacks is not by way
of revenge either but through
prayers and the preaching of
GOD's Word. And they work!
In the city, if you wish to start a
church, you just gather a group of
people to come to a meeting. But

in the village, you do not just do
that. You need to personally call
on the village chief and he wlll call
the people for you. Then when
you knock on his door, you will
hear the sound of opium smoking

from the water pipe. In another
village, do not be surprised to be
introduced to the chief s concubine. Yet in another, the chief
will ask for monetary help before
you could ask for peimission for a
Gospel rally.
100

cop-

persmith did me much evil."
Nawngkhio Church dedication

the Congregation

Chief Ca Teh was taking 2
wives, stealing the church clock,
keeping the church keys and
trying to sell the village to other
missions. The worst thing he did
was to cause a revolt against the
mission. But the LORD has a
Higher Hand and to this chief who
does not read the Bible nor listen
to His Word in the church, the

LORD gave a terrible dream. An
angel appeared with a sharp twoedged sword to warn him not to
fight the mission or face death. In
the next week, several families
who conspired with him died from
Malaria. The chief then confessed
his sins before the church and repented of his evil. He brought
back the clock he had stolen. He
allowed the Mission to carry on its

work.

The Word of GOD is truly a
It is hard

sharp two-edged sword.

Without naming names, the
Mission had co-labourers leaving
for better pay, for a second wife,
for city work, for selfish motives,
for comfort, for... The list goes on.
Students housed at the headquarters left without saying goodbye
upon graduation of a course. Does
this mean the Mission had better
not support any evangelist nor
sponsor any student? Nay, the
Mission will not give up so easily.
She will fight on the battle for
victory is on the LORD's side. She
will recruit better evangelists and
train better students. The Mission
will continue in good faith.
The Mission field needs called
and dedicated servants of GOD.
Many like to be called seroants of
GOD but are not willing to be seraønts to men. If one serves GOD,
he must also serve His people. No
conditions or terms of whatsoever
but the constraint of the love of
Christ. Møny can preøch on møny
thingsbut can do nothing. May GOD

help His

servants!

r

Missionst

BURMA

by Reo Goh seng Fong

"p urma the Golden Land" these words greeted us as we entered
- Thawm Luai- and I were welcomed
lJ the Rangoon
Airport. Rev.

warmly by God's people in Burma, some having travelled a few days'
journey to get to Rangoon. Most of Rev. Luai's congregations are in the
far north-west Chin state.

TO THE
GOLDEI,I SHORE
CHINA
INDIA

The Evangelical Presbyterians had separated from the liberal denomination some three years ago and are now looking to the Lord for the
use of Rangoon as its new headquarters. Thus the new church planted
would give a base for the task. We scouted three sites to locate God's
choice for the headquarters, church and the Bible school. The Bible School
project is the top priority. There were some who indicated their desire for
training and, the Lord willing, something definite would be set up this
March.

continued to reassure them of their stand for the Lord. Liberalism is
rampant in many churches and we thank the Lord for those raised up to
stem the evil tide.
The Burmese people are hungry for the Word of God and we must do
all we can to help them to stand on their own for the Lord. We praise the
Lord for the burden of Rev. Timothy Tow, the Life Church seèsion and
members of Life Church in the 'watering" programme (1 Cor. 3:6-9) to
help the Burmese towards that end.
The Golden Land is another golden opportunity for us to be used of the
Lord to reach about 32 million Burmese for the Lord. We must pray, give
and minister to their needs. ". . . behold, I have set before theè an open
door, and no man can shut it..." (Rev.3:8).
r

INDIAN
OCEAN

BURMA
Population: 36,900,000
Area: 678,000 sq km
Gapital: Rangoon
Official
Language: Burmese
L¡teracy: 78%
Religions:
Buddhist - 87%
Animist
Muslim
Hindu
Rom. Cat.
Protestant

- 2%
- 3-60/o
- 0.9%
- 1-2o/o
- 4.7%

Rev Goh Seng Fong (2nd from left) and
Rev. Thawm Luai (3td Írom left) with two
Burmese brethren.
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,'BLESSED

IS HE THAT
CONSIDERETH THE POOR:
THE LORD WILL DELIVER

HIM IN TIME
OF TROUBLE"
Ps.41:1
One

of the Viefuiamese

groups

that visited Life Church.

SERUICE Tfl THE UIETIIAMESE REFUGEES
by Rea Goh Seng Fong

f) raise the Lord for the unique
I privilege and blessing to
minister to the refugees. Most
came to Singapore

in boats while

others were in transit. Life
Church contributed food and clo-

thing. There were also special
meetings held in the church with
food and fellowship provided.
Rev. Timothy Tow was our feature speaker and the refugees enjoyed him. We usually had food,
cooked by the ladies and fellowship, provided by the FEBC
students and interested members. Then there was the Gospel
preaching with many precious
decisions for the Lord. Clothings
were then distributed. Decisions

made were followed up with
teaching classes held in the refugee camp. Many were baptised
and some were called into fulltime service. There was even a
Vietnamese church started in
Greece. During our trip to Australia, we had the joy to visit
some of these refugees. They
were doing well, settling down.
Above all, they were still trusting
the Lord and going to church.
Tn;ly, the Lord is able to save
and to keep those we have committed unto Him!
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New Life Church also opened
its doors and facilities to us and
we appreciated every help. Bibles
and tracts were also given to enable them to know God's Word.
This work still continues through
a church nearby in Sembawang.
We continue to visit the camp,
distributing tracts, Bibles and
food stuff. Please continue to
pray that the Lord will enable us
to be used of Him. Thank you

again for the privilege of

labouring with you

all.

co-

r

Three of fhe Vietnamese Ieaders
with Rev. Timothy Tow (centre)
and Rev- Goh Seng Fong (extueme

Bundles of clothing

righÐ.

fot the VÍetnamese rcfugees

Missions
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AUSTRALIA
a

Mr Robín Tan and
RevTimothyTow

f)
I

erth is the first of three outreaches of Calvary B-P Church
are

to Australia. The other two
Adelaide and Melbourne.

On February 23, 7986, in response to the Macedonian call of
Mrs Sitor who had migrated with
her family to Perth, the pastor of
Calvary BPC flew there to inaugurate what is now known as the
Bible-Presbyterian Church of
Western Australia. The B-P nucleus of this new Church included
Sunny and Michael Kwong the
Sitor nephews, and Mr & Mrs.
Robin Tan of Life Church. The
Lord has used Robin and his wife
in the running of the day-to-day
affairs of the Church. The publication of a Church Weekly with
good material and up-to-date
news items has helped tremendously to bring the people together.

No sooner had the young
Church been inaugurated in the
Sitor home than an ideal santuary
was found at the Lesser City Hall
of Melville, a township of Perth.
After a few months, negotiations
were started to buy over a 3O-year
old Presbyterian Church at Mount
Pleasant, three miles from Perth
on the Canning Highway. This
Church is 172 times the FEBC Hall,
with an adjoining social hall half
its size. The land area is 1887 sq.
m. Hearing of the good work in
Perth, a sister of Life Church
offered to buy it for the Lord.
When the Church first started,
video tapes of Calvary worship

{1.{
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services were used. Dr Tow Siang
Hwa flew in and out a number of
times to keep the home fires burning. Rev Paauwe also came over
from Adelaide to help. There was
once when the Life Church pastor
flew downunder to preach just
one sermon, returning the same
Sunday afternoon! That sermon
cost 5$900.

In May - June, Rev and Mrs
Tow ministered in Perth for five
Sundays. From September 18,
1986 to January 4, 7987, they went
again, ministering 16 Sundays. Mr
Mark Heath, who was in Perth for
three months between June and
September, is now married in
Singapore. He and wife Grace
Lauw are waiting to go down in a
month or two when their Permanent Resident Status is obtained.

Meanwhile, Elder and Mrs
Khoo Peng Kiat have been invited

by Calvary to stand in the gap.
Friends of Robin, they will be a
great help in many ways. In step
almost with the Khoos, a young
couple, Ong Eng Lam and his wife
Shirleen, will be flying also to
Perth, where Eng Lam will study

at the University. Being zealous
youth leaders in Singapore, their
joining the BPCWA will no doubt
add to the strength of the YF
there.

From a weekly attendance of 35,
the BPCWA has grown to 100-120

to date. It has become selfsupporting after one year. Phone
Robin Tan, (09)448-5557, or the
parsonage/ (09)474-7200. You also
have a part to play in Perth. And

pray!

¡
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saint is one who is set apart,

lL a holy person, separated
^ sin and consecrated to God.
from
W.E. Vine's Expository Dictionary of
Biblícal Words explains a saint as
someone who has more than an
outward association with God; he
is more than a worthy and honourable person, free from defilement. Rather, he is one who has
godlikeness in him.

This sainthood cannot

be

attained. It is a state which God, in
His grace, calls man to. The apostle Paul considered the Christians

at Corinth to be "saints". Yet he
rebuked them for their sins in the

following chapters

grammatical context. We find,
from the context of Matt 1,0:7-42,
that Christ did not give his disciples a command without a condition. Matthew 10:11 says that
Christ told the disciples to "enquire who in it is worthy" before
abiding in that house. The word
"enquire" has the idea of scrutinising or making a careful search,

and the word "worthy" means
"fit." k was not any house, but
rather a house whose occupants
were worthy

Given the short time the disciples had to make their judgement,

(1 Cor 1:2;

l Æ
I At I

2 Cor 1i7). Sainthood does not in
any way absolve Christians from

living holy lives, being

cleansed

from all defilement and forsaking
sin. it is aiso not an optional title.
A Christian cannot choose not to
have it or to have it whenever he
feels like it. The fact of the matter
is that God considers those who
have received Jesus Christ as
Lord, saints.
Biblical Separation requires us to

live as saints. The question is:
How should such a doctrine be

in our lives ? This question can be answered by refuting
expressed

the following two arguments
which claim that it is both right
and biblical for saints to cooperate
in the work of the Lord with those
who deny the inspiration of the
Scriptures, the virgin birth of
Christ, His bodily resurrection,
the miracles of Christ and such
related doctrines.

!

Twelve. Christ told the disciples
"not to forbid him; for he that is
not against us is for us." The man
being not against Christ, was for
Christ. In Matthew 12:30 we find
Jesus saying, "He that is not with
me is against me." which means
the same thing. These two verses
tell us that a man is either a
Christian or he is not. He is either
a child of God or a child of Satan.
He is either heading for heaven or
for hell. There is no middle road.
Can we, therefore, work with socalled non-opponents ? The

answer is that there is no such
thing as a non-opponent!

tntt rlr!!
f-).-^l,Al{

one criterion must have been a
house acceptable by the town's
people; otherwise their message
would be drastically hindered. For
example, the home of a friendly
Gentile sorcerer or idolworshipper would definitely hinder the proclamation of the good
news to the Jews ! The other criterion would have been acceptance
of the gospel. They were not to
abide with people who rejected
their message, even if they were
Jews.

The people termed "not
those
- truths
who reject the fundamental
worthy" are unbelievers

of God. Christ instructed the disciples to warn these people that if

they did not repent of their sins,

they were destined for

hell

(Lk. 70:12-76).

Argument 2-//We can work
with anybody for the sake of
evangelism."
This argument is supported by
three main points. They are:

Ð We are not to judge because
Argument 1 t/W e can work
with so-called- non-opponents.

"

This argument pre-supposes

from two scriptural passages that
our Lord Himself advocated such
a cooperation. In the first passage,
it clains that Christ told His disciples to stay in the homes of anyone who would receive them
(Møtt 70:7-42), and in the second,
that Jesus accepted the cooperation of any who did not oppose

Him

(Lk 9:49,50).

Bible verses cannot be interpreted outside of its historical104

the Bible says in Matthew 7:1,

ît
,)

ainthood . . . is also not
an optionattitte. A
Christian cannot choose not
to have it or to have it
whenever he feels like it."
"

"Judge not; that ye be not
judged."

iÐ The Lord emphasised
tion.

iii)
The second passage, Lk9:49,50
teaches that Christ chided the disciples because they forbade the
man who performed the supernatural act in the name of Christ,
for the main reason that he was

not one of the

commissioned

fel-

lowship and love, not separaSponsorship was never a concern of the Lord.

Arndt and Gingrich list the following meanings for the verb "to
jwdge": Separate, distinguish,
judge, think, consider, decide,
hale before a court, condemn,
administer justice, pass judgement upon, criticise and find fault

with. In view of the many shades
of meaning, the context again
must be our basis to determine the

right meaning.
Matthew 7:1 indicates clearly
that the command "judge not"
refers to a prohibition on censorious judgement. It is judgement
with its harsh self-righteous condemnation and unmerciful spirit.
This is clearly substantiated in the
rebuke given by our Lord in
Matthew 7:5. Jesus rebuked the
people who judged censoriously
by calling them "hypocrites."
They saw the specks in the eyes of

out from among them (2 Cor 6:74-

7:1). Furthermore, our Lord in
Matthew 23 called the Pharisees
"children of Hell" ('0. 75), "hypocrites" (os. 73, 15, 23, 25, 27, 29),
"fools and blind" (o. 79), "f:uIl of
dead bones and of all uncleanness" (2. 27), "f:ull of hypocrisy
and iniquity" (o. 28), "serpents,"
"generation of vipers" (o. 33) and
"one heading for the damnation of

hell"

ties with whom He cooperated,

fellowshipped and approved of, or
that he was disinterested with the
parties to whom He entrusted the
care of part of His flock, or that He
would make a tacit agreement not
to rebuke false teachers (which is

the agreement made by a

Yes, we are told to love our
ed to be separated from sin and
all who teach falsehood. We are

EEl

con-

servative who accepts the invitation to hold meetings under liberal
auspices

(a. 33).

enemies, butwe are also command-

GIEEIITTI

was not concerned with the par-

!) Our Lord had

always

made a clear distinction between
associating with the heretics and
false teachers of His days (Pharisees, Sadduces, scribes, etc.) in
cooperative evangelism (preaching the "Kingdom of Heaven" is
at hand) and preaching the Good
News of God to all sinners.

The end never justifies

by Quek Suan Yew

others while there was a beam in
their own eyes. Their judgement

had nothing to do with having a
correct and sensible opinion based
on a sound and fair assessment.
If judgement is forbidder. per se,

then Matthew 7:15, which com-

mands "Beware of
prophets", Titus 3:10

also to warn Christians against
false prophets, heretics, unbelievers, preachers of another Cospel
and causers of divisions contrary
to the received doctrine. This
separation is to manifest itself by
such actions as avoidance, rejec-

tion, severing yokes and

rela-

which

tionships, non-fellowship, nonreception into the house and a

orders Christians to reject a heretic
after the second admonition (i.e.
to judge the man's doctrine) and
1 Cor 5:12 where Paul teaches the

cautious posture toward false believers, with a sincere inner hope
that God may be merciful to them
and bring them to repentance.

false

Corinthian Christians to exercise
judgement with regard to church
discipline, will contradict Matt 7: 1.
Surely Scripture cannot contradict
Scripture

!

Of course, God's Word stresses
love and fellowship. Flowever, we
must note that God also teaches
that a Christian nevertheless must
avoid those "which cause divisions and offenses contrary to
Christ's teachings" (Rom 76:77);
receive not one who rejects the
doctrine of Christ, neither bid him
God speed, for he that bid him
God speed is partaker of his sins
(2ln 70,77); if he brings another
Gospel, "let him be accursed"
(Gal1:8,9) and not be unequally
yoked with unbelievers but come

vangelism is never to be
done at the expense of
compromising the truth of
God's Word resulting ¡n

E

disobedience!"

The sponsorship of Christ

is

God the Father.:John 8:28,29 says
that our Lord ensured that everything He did pleased the Father.
How then can Christ not be con-

cerned with sponsorship ? It is
tantamount to saying that Christ

the

means. Is not obedience better
than sacrifice? 1 Samuel 15:22
says, ". . . Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken
than the fat of rams." Evangelism
is never to be done at the expense
of compromising the truth of
God's Word resulting in disobedience! If ever there are such saved

through these "evangelistic"
efforts, it only manifests God's
grace that even in such a dire

crowd of disobedient Christians,
the Lord is merciful to save such
through the reading of His HoIy
Word. It does not speak at all of

the rightness of

cooperative
evangelism ! "Workability" is nev-

er and cannot be the yardstick of
"truth" ! Truth must stand by itself, based upon the Word of God !
Therefore, Christians, as holy,
separated children of God, bought

by the precious blood of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, must
realise the impact that the Doctrine of Biblical Separation must
make upon them. Holiness in our
Christian life is our first and foremost priority. This holiness is
characterised by obedience to
God's Word, not man's. Biblical
Separation is a doctrine of love as
well. Let us not mistake that. But
Christians must contend for the
truth in to-day's ecumenical movement of the Christian World. Can
they stand before their Almighty
God and do anything less? r
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by Deøcon Paul Wong

alvinism is a system of theology derived from
the great French reformer, John Calvin (i509-

come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness

The Synod of Dort met in 1618 to closely examine
the "five points" i.e. the five articles of Faith based

naturally sinful:
Ð By Birth: "Surely I have been a sinner from birth,
sinful from the time my mother conceived me"

James

ii) By Practice: "The LORD saw how great man's

f
\7564).

on the teachings of a Dutch Seminary professor,
Arminius. These "five points" were drawn
up by his followers after his death.
The Synod of Dort unanimously rejected the "five
points of Arminianism" after comparing them with
the Word of God and finding them heretical. It then
set forth the true Calvinistic teaching based on the

Word of God, which has slnce
been known as the "five points of
Calvinism" These five points re-

to him, and he cannot understand them, because
they are spiritually discerned" (l Cor 2:74). He is

(Ps 57:5).

wickedness on the earth had become, and that
every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was

only evil all the time."

The biblical picture of the natural man is like

Lazarus in his tomb: dead, lifeless and helpless. The
Lord had to infuse life into him to

raise him from the dead. Similar-

ly, it is the Lord alone who

fute the "five points of Armi-

(Eph 2:1).

The five points of Calvinism are:

Total Depravity of Man
Unconditional Election
Limited Atonement
Irresistible Grace
Perseverance

of the

Arminianism.

1.. TOTAL

2. UNCONDITIONAL
ELECTION

This point has two

Saints

However Calvinism does not
consist of only these five points
but the whole counsel of God as
expounded in the Word of God.
This article deals with onlv those
five points which were drâwn up by the Synod of
Dort from Calvinism in relation to the five points of
DEPR,AVITY

have the ability to please God. He is totally without

any merit of his own for his salvation.

Total depravity does not mean that man is as evil
as he can possibly be; or that he cannot do any good
towards his fellow men, or even display outward
piety. It means that since the Fall of Adam, evil has
occupied the very heart of man. This evil affects
every aspect of his life. It darkens his mind, perverts
his feelings, warps his will, blinds his conscience,
and afflicts his body.

The BibÌe teaches clearly that man by nature is
DEAD: "Therefore just as sin entered the world
through one man, and death through sin, and in this
way death came to all men, because all sinned"
(Rotit. 5:12).

Man is IMPRISONED by the devil "to do his will"
(Il Tim 2:26). He is spiritually blind and deaf: "But
to tho
is said in parables

tha
and
(Mark
so

t never perceiving
understanding...
unable to undirstand spiritual truth: "The man without the Spirit
(i.e. the natural man) does not accept the things that
106

main

emphases:

i) God

sovereignly initiates the
eternal salvation of certain individuals (the elect) and byPAS ses the rest, who are left to

be dealt

iÐ

with justly for their

STNS

The divine choice is based not on any merit or
condition in man, present or foreseen, but soÌely
on His own good pleasure and sovereign will.

It may be hard to believe that God can by-pass
some and choose others unconditionally.

This concerns the condition of man. Man does not

can

impart life to those who are dead
"in transgressions and sins"

nianism".
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

(Gen 6:5)

It is easier

to believe that God's election is conditional and that
God elects individuals because He foresees ahead of
time that they would respond to the Gospel out of

their own will and ability.

Yet did not God call Abraham out of heathenistic
Ur of the Chaldees and leave others to continue in
their heathenism? God chose Israel to be His own
people. How? "The Lord did not set His affection on

you and choose you because you were more
numerous than other peoples, for you were the
fewest of all peoples. But it was because the LORD

loved you..." (Deut 7:7). God chose the cunning and
scheming Jacob and not the elder Esau in order that
God's purpose in election might stand, not by works
but by Him who calls. (Rom. 9:77-72). Saul the ardent

persecutor of the early Church, who later called
himself the "chief of all sinners", continually recalled
the marvellous grace of God in his salvation. Paul
had no merit of his own.

Jesus clearly said "You did not choose Me, but I
chose you.. ." (Jn 75:16); God said to Moses "I will
have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I wilÌ have
compassion on whom I have compassion" (Rom 9:75).
Eph. 1:4,5 tells us "For FIe chose us in Him before
the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in

His sight. In love He predestined us to be adopted
as His sons through |esus Christ, in accordance with
His pleasure and will..."
Rom 8:29 however says "For those God foreknew,
He also predestinated". This may suggest that Cod
foresaw and knew ahead of time those who were
going to believe in Christ and therefore "elected"
them to eternal life. What it really says is that God
knew the individuals themselves not just what they
would do or not do. The word "foreknew" here is
equivalent to "foreloved".

them. This is logical. "And those He predestined, He
also called". (Rom 8:30). God not only elected from
eternity some to be saved, He also called them, in
time. Paul wrote to the Thessalonian Christians: "But
we always thank God for you, brothers loved by the
Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to
be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit
and through belief in the truth. He called you to this
through our gospel, that you might share in the glory

of our Lord Jesus Christ" (II Thess. 2:73,74,
cf.

I Thess

7:4,5).

When the gospel invitation is presented, two calls
We are chosen not because of our faith, repentance

and good works but chosen and regenerated to
display them. "For we are God's workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do" (Eph 2:70). Acts
13:48 clearly states that the act of believing was on
account of election." ...and all who were appointed
for eternal life believed". Faith is not produced by
ourselves for "lt is the gift of God" (Eph 2:8).
It is thus clear that Salvation is of the LORD. God in
His own wisdom chooses those whom He will save
for reasons that are sufficient to Himself.

3. LIMITED ATONEMENT
Only God could save and He did, in His abundant
love and mercy, elect some of the condemned to be
saved. FIowever, election merely marked out those to
be saved, and a full, perfect and satisfactory atonement was still needed for the sins of the elect so that
God might be, as Spurgeon puts it, not only a
Saviour, bwt "a just God, and a Saviour". The
atonement was accomplished by Christ's suffering
and death on the Cross, thereby procuring salvation
for God's chosen ones.
The Bible clearly teaches that "Christ died positive-

ly and effectually to save a certain number of

hell-deserving sinners on whom the Father had
already set His free electing love. The Son pays the
debt for these elect ones, makes satisfaction for them
t'o the Father's justice, and imputes His own righteousness to them so that they are complete in Him.
The purpose of Christ's coming to earth and dying
on the Cross is plain in the Scriptures," ...and you are
to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His

people from their sins" (Mat. 7:27). The Lord Jesus
Christ "loved the church and gave Himself up for
her" (Eph 5:25). "He was delivered over to death for
our sins and was raised to life for our justification"
(Rom 4:25). "by His knowledge my righteous servant
will justify many, and He will bear their iniquities"
(Isa 53:77). These verses, and many more, clearly
teach that Christ came to die for a particular or certain
number of people, indeed, His very own, wh-ich the
Father had elected to give to Him from eternity past.

are involved. First, there is the outward call, which is

the "word of the preacher", and this call brings forth
different reactions in different hearts. However there

is one thing it cannot do by itself. It cannot work
salvation in the sinner's soul. Only when this
outward call is accompanied by an inward call of
God's Holy Spirit, who alone can and will "convict
the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness
and judgement", will there be salvation wrought in
the soul. And when the Holy Spirit does call a sinner
by His grace, the call is irresistible, i.e. it cannot, and
never will be frustrated.
Jo}nn 6:37 says, "Allthat the Father gives mewill
come to Me, and whoever comes to Me I will never

drive away". All the elect given to Christ, without
exception, will definitely come and none will be left
out. "No one can come to Me unless the Father who
sent me draws him." (lohn 6:44).
Through the inward call of the Holy Spirit, an
inward change is wrought in the heart of the elect
sinner so that he can now understand and believe
spiritual truths. The Spirit creates in him a new heart
and a new nature. He is born again.

5. PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS
God will preserve those who are saved so that none

of them will ever be

los

This refers only to those who have been called by
the Spirit. They are enabled to persevere. Many who
only profess Christ will fall away, for they were never
partakers of God's grace in the first place. A true
believer may fall into temptations, and even commit
grievous sins, but he will not lose his salvation. This
does not imply that the Christian may be free to sin as
much as he likes because, if he does, the Lord will
discipline him. Moreover, a truly regenerate heart
will be restless if it does sin. If someone professes to
be a Christian and yet loves sin, there is reason to
doubt if he has ever been regenerated at all. Such a
person should be alarmed, and sober up to the
warning given in II Tim 2:79 "Everyone who confes-

ses the name of the Lord must turn away from

wickedness".

4. IRRESISTIBLE GRACE

Bible-Presbyterian Faith

God provides the means to call His chosen ones into
the benefits of salvation which He has procured for

The B-P Faith is Calvinistic Faith. It is Faith based
on the pure Word of God. On that Word we stand. r
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CUTTS

bV

]. P. Døzsid

A cult is a religious group which

1.

deviates or differs significantly

3.

Attacks the belief in the Holy Trinity. Cultists
disbelieve that the Holy Spirit is a Person and
maintain that He is only an abstract power.

4.

Believes that all Christian Churches are wrong
and that only its own teaching about God is the
real truth. It denounces all Christian churches.

in one or more

in belief and practice from historic
Christianity. Its belief is a perversion of the

re-spects

gospel of Christ. It is "another gospel" (Gø\7:69) in which there is no salvation. It presents lies

clothed as truth. It is professed Christianity
claiming to be true Christianity.

e.g
O

Herbert Armstrong of the Plain Truth says his
church is the true church of God; all others are
satanic counterfeits. Jehovah's Witnesses, on the
other hand, are sure that "God has given the
world's religions a long time to prove what they
are. Today we see their rotten fruitage all over the
earth".

5.

Denies that man can be saved by faith in Christ
alone. It teaches that man can make himself right
with Cod by good works and by obeying the
teachings of the cult. It teaches that salvation is
not a free gift by the grace of Jesus Christ. e.g.

o

Armstrong's Worldwide Church of God teaches
salvation by membership in his church. Jehovah's Witnesses teach that the basis of judgement at the end of the millenium will be soleÌy
the works they perform during the millenium.
Christian Scientists teach that salvation is freedom from the illusions and delusions of mortal
sense
the sense of becoming sick and dying.
Unitarianism
teaches that salvation is achieved
through the development of a moral character,
peace and brotherhood. Theosophy teaches that
salvation is by one's own "karma" i.e. law works.
What a person is now, is the result of his
previous works and what he is to become, is the
result of his present works.

6.

Denies that there is certain hope of eternal life.

2. is gathered

about an individual person and his
teaching, and made to be completely devoted to
him or her. Such an individual sometimes claims
to be infallible and equal with God, and is
elevated to messianic level. He may even appear
to be able to work miracles. He is, in fact, a false
prophet, a deceitful worker, a wolf in sheep's
clothing.

Examples:

o Jehovah's Witnesses is founded upon

the
teaching of Charles T. Russell and J.R. Rutherford who claimed to be the chosen vessel of God

for his brand of Christianity.

o

Christian Science is founded upon the teaching of

Mary Baker Eddy.

o

Joseph Smith of the Mormons claimed that John

the Baptist had given him the priesthood of
Aaron; Peter, John and James had given him a
higher priesthood than that of Melchizedek.

o L. Ron Hubbard of Scientology claimed a higher
authority than that of Jesus Christ and the bible.

.

Sun Myung Moon of the Holy Spirit Association
for the Unification of World Christianity, fosters
the belief that he is the Lord of the Second
Advent. He is the personalised second coming of
Christ. He is the new Adam and his wife is the
new Eve and his followers are the first children of
a new and perfect world.

One should constantly be afraid of not having
done enough, given enough, worshipped
enough. There is always more to pay, more to do.

7.

Other Identifying Marks
Other distinguishing characteristics of a cult are
any of the following:

1.

Attacks the person, nature and work of Christ,
e.g.

o

Spiritualism denies the deity of Christ. Mormons

stress

on the humanity of Christ. Jehovah's
of Christ's death

Witnesses deny the purpose
and His resurrection.
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things of God with the things of man and even
the devil.

Some

say that God has spoken and His Word has been
recorded through their founder or founders.
Many are willing to say that the bible is divinely
inspired but place real confidence only in some
subsequent relevation e.g. the Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses, Christian Scientists.

2.

new attractive religion e.g. the Bahai Faith.
Syncretism is the attempt to synchronise the

Claims to believe the bible but also claims to have

its own sacred writings and revelations.

Gathers various religious tenets into a new and
acceptable faith. This is SYNCRETISM. It synchronises diverse religious elements to make a

Cultic Missionaries
These missionaries are well taught in the bible.
They live good, clean, pious and honest lives. They
are industrious in the spreading of their "gospel" .
They are patient, polite and persistent. They have a
good personal appearance. They do shame believing
Christians but DO NOT BE TAKEN IN BY THEIR
LOOKS AND OUTWARD CONDUCT. Look at their
doctrine.
a

They do not generally identify themselves by
their proper names e.g. they do not say, "We are

t
F

I

a

Mormons", and "We are Jehovah's Witnesses",
even when asked. They will reveal their true
identity only when they are assured of converts.
This is also true of their public meetings.

6.
7.

They employ the terminology of historic Christianity e.g. salvation, resurrection, etc but they

8.
9.

have different meanings or understanding of
such words.
They use the bible profusely but quote

it out of

context.

Bahaism

-

Manual Handbooks.

Branhamnism: Books by or about William
Marian Branham. "The Spoken Word" Magazine
by Mr. Richard Gan of Singapore.
Spiritualism
Theosophy: Writings of Mrs Besant, Krisnamurti

and Jinarajadasa.
10. Unity School: Writings of Charles Fillmore, Six
Unity, Daily Word, Weekly Unity,
magazines
- Wisdom, Good Business.
Progress, Wee
11. British-Israelism (Anglo-Israelism)

World Tomorrow (Magazine) and The Plain Truth (Magazine)
13. Buchmanism (Moral Rearmament)
12. Armstrongism: The

14. Children of God
15. Cooneyite (mostly in West Malaysia)
16. Freemasons.
77. Hare Krishna

18. Rosicrucianism "Mystery of L1fe."
19. Swedenborgianism: Writings of Swedenborg.

20. Transcendental Meditation.

The Christian's Responsibility
God's Warning to Christians
"þg\ /¿1s of false prophets, which
Mt.7:75
- in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
come to you
they are ravening wolves."
a

Mk. 13:5, 22-"FaIse Christs and false prophets
shall rise and shall show signs and wonders, to
seduce, it if were possible, even the elect."

3;7,5,7-". . . periloustimesshallcome."
will be people "having a form of godliness
but denying the power thereof," and "ever
learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth."
II Tim

What must the Christian do?

1.

He must know the basic Christian doctrines and

2.

He must be strong and defend the faith and warn

3.

Develop a personal relationship with the Lord.

the spiritual truths in the Bible.
others of the cults.

Influenced by a Cult or Cults

There

o

"False teachers .
privily shall
II Pet. 2:7-3
bring in damnable
heresies, even denying the
Lord who bought them. . many shall follow

If you through ignorance have been influenced by
a cult or cults

1. Admit your sin.
2. Confess to the Lord and renounce the cult.
3. Destroy all the books or objects related to the
cult.

their pernicious ways.

Know the Present Day Cults

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Promise God that you will never return to it again
(lsaiah 55:6,7).

5. Ask for the precious blood of Christ to cleanse

Roman Catholicism
Jehovah's Witnesses

4.

-

"Awake Magazine", etc.

Seventh-Day Adventism: ("Signs of the Times"
Magazine, Writings of Ellen G. White)

Mormons: also known as the Church of LatterDay Saints. The Book of Mormon. The Doctrine
and Covenants, The Pearl of Great Price (Books).
Christian Science: Key to Scriptures (Book)
Science and Health Magazine.

you from all sin (7 ln 7:9).

6.

Keep close to God as Satan tries to recapture you
once again into the cult.

7.

Be very sure of the true gospel, which is:

Salvation is the work of God alone. He alone elects
and saves sinners. Man does not choose God, and
work out his own salvation. He simply cannot. Jesus
Christ paid it all on the cross for the elected of God.r
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"salvatlon'1 THE
rla he Roman Catholic Church
I teaches that Jesus Christ died
on the cross to atone for man's
sins and to purchase for him eternal life with His precious blood.
To be saved, a person must apply
the merits of that Blood to his soul

through the Sacraments of the
Church. He must believe in God
(Faith), hope in Him (HOPE) and
love Him with his whole heart
(CHARITY). He MLIST BE BAPTISED. However he can still lose
his salvation through committing
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a mortal sin.

The Roman Catholic Church
teaches that God has promised
man salvation only with the condition that he does all that He requires him to do here in this life.
He has to live a good life and do
good works. He has to have no
mortal sin. The last moment of a
person's life is the most important
of his existence. If his soul at that
moment is in a state of grace and
pleasing to God (i.e. without mortal sin), he is safe for eternity. If
not, all is lost.

Mortal Sin
A mortal sin is a serious and
grave offence against God, committed deliberately and with
knowledge of its gravity. It kills
the soul. The Roman Catholic besides having to obey the 10 commandments, has also to obey a
further set of laws framed by the
Church. Disobedience of any of
the Church laws is mortal sin.

To get his mortal sin forgiven
and so regain salvation, the Ro-

man Catholic has to

receive

absolution from the priest. This
requires him to repent of his sin,
confess it to the priest completely,
and do the penance which the
priest imposes on him after the
confession. If he fails in any one of
these three requisites, his mortal
sin remains. A Roman Catholic
who dies with an unpardoned
mortal sin goes to hell eternally.

Alternatively, in case of necessity (e.9. when a priest is not avail110
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able), mortal sin can be forgiven
through an act of PERFECT CONTRITION with a desire to confess
to a priest when possible. Perfect
contrition is an act of sorrow solely
and purely because one has
grieved God by one's sin and for
no other reason such as the fear of
hell. The Roman Catholic Church
used to teach that such contrition
is extremely difficult, if not impossibie. She now teaches that
perfect contrition is easily fulfilled.
However confession to a priest is
still recommended.

X
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he Roman Catholic
Church renders the
infinite value of Christ's
redemptive work on the
cross valueless upon a
person's falling into what
they call 'morlal sin'."

Venial Sin
The Roman Catholic is taught
that there is another type of sin
that is less grave than mortal sin. It
is a "small" sin and therefore more
easily pardoned by God. Absolution from the priest is not necessary. God forgives the sin immediately upon the sinner's act of
sorrow. However all is not over
yet.

Purgatory
The Roman Catholic Church
says that there are two things a(1) its GUILT and (2)
bout sin

When Cod forits PUNiSHMENT.

gives sin, He takes away the guilt
of the sin but not the punishment
due to that sin. The sinner must
pay for his sins in this world or in
the next in a place called purgatory. This is doing penance and is
called temporal punishment.

Practically all Roman Catholics
cannot escape purgatory because
the Church teaches that everyone
commits venial sin everyday and
no one is able to fully pay for his
sins in this world. Eíen ihe penance given by the priest does not
make full satisfaction for the sins

Indulgences

it is the

Another means of having one's
temporal punishment completely
or partially removed is through
gaining an indulgence.
The Roman Catholic Church be-

lieves that Jesus Christ had entrusted to Peter and to his successors, a treasury of merits. This
treasury of the Church contains:

1.

Christ's infinite merits

2.

The prayers and good works
of the "Blessed Virgin Mary"
which are of immense value
before Cod

3.

The prayers and good works
of all the saints who had
attained their own salvation

through holy lives and

car-

rying out the mission God had
entrusted to them.
The Church can set the sinner
free from the vestiges of sin by
dispensing or applying the merits
of the treasury to him on certain
conditions. This granting of the
merits to remove the temporal
punishment wholly or partially of
the sinner whose sins have been
forgiven through repentance and
confession, is called an indulgence

committed. One may also not
have the time to pay for his sins

The Roman Catholic Church
condemns with anathema those
who say that indulgences are useless or that it does not have the

e.g. a person whose sins are pardoned on his death-bed.

Council 117987 Edítion Page 77).

Purgatory is a temporary hell
where the soul suffers the pains
and tortures of hell-fire until the
punishment is completed. Then
the soul is admitted to heaven.
Souls

in purgatory can be re-

leased more quickly by those on
earth who are in a state of grace,

praying for them and offering
their good works to God for them.
This is one of the reasons for the
Roman Catholic to live a good life
and do good works on earth. The
souls in purgatory can do nothing

for themselves.

power to grant them.

(Vaticøn

GIFT of God: NOT OF
WORKS lest any man should

boast."

(Ëph 2:8,9)

To him that WORKETH NOT,
but BELIEVETH on him that justifieth the ungodly, his FAITH is

counted for

righteousness.
(Rom 4:5)

"And if by Grace, then it is no
more of works: otherwise grace
is no more grace: But if it be of
works, then it is no more grace:
otherwise work is no more

work."

(Rom 77:6)

The verse plainly says salvation
cannotbe byboth Grace and Works.
Itis one orthe other. Praise God, itis

by grace alone
"For

as

!

many

as are of the

works

of the law are under the curse:
for it is written, Cursed is every
one that continueth not in all
things which are written in the
book of the law to do them. But
that no man is justified by the
law in the sight of God, it is
evident: for the just shall live by
faith. Chdst hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law."
(GaI3:70,17,13)

God's Word does not speak of
salvation, the Roman Catholic
way. God's Word does not speak
of sin being mortal or venial. It
does not speak of purgatory anywhere. God's Word simply says:
"The wages of sin is death; but

the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord".

(Rom 6:23)

Clear Evidence
It is evident that the

Roman

Catholic Church renders the infinite value of Christ's redemptive
work on the cross valueless upon a
person's falling into what they call
"mortal sin". The mortal sinner
must work to get back his salvation. He has to pay for his sins
even when they are forgiven,
whether mortal or venial.

God's Wuy
"By grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves:

Born Again
Jesus Christ says, "Ye must be
born again" (John 3:7) to enter into
the kingdom of God. The sinner
has to repent of his sins and accept
Jesus Christ as his personal
Saviour. He is then born
'Godagain. He
loterrer.
becomes a child of
Then as God is holy, so also must
he be holy in his life. He now does

good works because he is saved

and not in order to be

Praise God, salvation
infinite grace alone!

saved.

is by

His

r
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SPEAKING IN
Biblical and New

Testament

Tongue-speaking

by Elder Chiø Kim
Chwee
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Compare the present-day type

of tongue-speaking with that of
the Pentecostal happening. There

is not one whit of similarity
tween the two.

be-

"And how hear we every
man in our own tongue,
wherein we were born? Partians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in
Mesopotamia, and in Judea,
and Cappadocia, in Pontus,
and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in parts
of Libya about Cyrene, and
strangers of Rome, Jews and
proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, WE DO HEAR THEM
SPEAK iN OUR TONGUES
the wonderful works of
God". (Acts 2:8-77)

f\r- harismatics teach that every
saved Christian CAN and
MUST experience the Baptism in
the Holy Spirit to have the power
of God in them. They profess to be
able to help any believer to receive
this "baptism". They teach techniques of acquiring the ability to
"speak in tongues".
According to the charismatics,
this speaking in tongues is absolutely essential because it is the
physical, external and visible evidence of being baptised in the
Holy Spirit. There is no need for
any other evidence beyond the
very first word spoken in tongues.

Present-Day

Typ" of

"

N

And what are the techniques?

1) You must thirst to speak in
tongues i.e. earnestly, emotionally and fervently desire to
speak in tongues. Do not
allow any other desire to come
in the way.

speaking
But what is speaking in tongues

tongue-speakers
It is
"supernaturally-guided" speak-

understand and practise it?

2)

ing, a spiritual language or
heavenly language. The sounds
and words are strange. They are
gibberish sounds that" God understands" and nobody on earth does,
not even the so-called interpreters.
Interpretation is through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The
interpreters claim to speak as led
by the Holy Spirit. It is an ecstatic

Those who already speak in
tongues are enjoined to help those

seeking to acquire that ability.
They must inspire the seeker.
They must adopt the proper tone
and attitude towards the seeker.
They should not pray with them in
a drab, melancholy voice indicative of doubt and defeat. They
must abundantly praise in other
tongues.
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This happened when the disciples

"were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues as the Holy Spirit
gave them utterance". (Acts 2:4)

1) The utterance given by
actual human

You must open your mouth
and speak aloud even if only a
few little one-syllable words.
Speak them oui again and
again. Soon there will be more
forthcoming. You may even

tongue, wherein we were
born?" (Acts 2:7-8) They were
not gibberish, incomprehensible and strange sounds.

3) Do not doubt but believe you
4)

Do not be easily distracted or
disturbed by noise. Get accustomed to a shouting atmosphere. Worship meetings
must be noisy.

Does the Holy Spirit need the aid
of human techniques to confer any

gift upon whom He will? That
must be our question.

languages

which the disciples had never
learnt. There were in fact people of sixteen different
nationalities present and each
one of them heard the salvation message of Cod spoken in
his own native tongue by the
disciples. (Acts 2:6) And they
said "Are these not all which
speak Galileans? And how
hear we every man in our own

start by a quivering of the lips

can receive the experience.

the

Holy Spirit was not gibberish
sounds. It was the speaking of

and tongue i.e. stammering.
Then speak out in faith but
NEVER in your own language
or you will not speak the unknown tongue. Just work the
vocal organ. Do not be afraid
to speak out loud.

exPenence.

Assisting the Seekers

"

The Techniques

Tongue-

as to-day's

1il;""'i;: ;: :i',á;::?i

Christians must speak in
tongues as evidence of being
baptised in the Holy Spirit."

2)

The disciples spoke in tongues
(actual human languages)

without having to "earnestly,
emotionally and fervently" desire the ability. They did not
even know that they would
speak in tongues. They did
not have to learn the techniques of deliberately stammering out gibberish sounds until
more came iorth.

I
t_
I

3)

I

:
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4)

I

Nowhere is it instructed in the
Word of God that Christians
must speak in tongues as evidence of being baptised in the
Holy Spirit.
Nowhere is it instructed in the
Word of God that Christians
must desire to speak in tongues. Paul asks, "Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all
teachers? Do all speak with
tongues?" The implied answer
to each question is "No". (1
Cor 72:29-30) This is clear in
verses 8-10 where he says that
the Spirit gives different gifts

miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues."

7) In 1 Cor we find the words

"unknown tongue" as in the

verse quoted in point 6 above.

The word "unknown" is not
in the original text. The translator has inserted the word
apparentÌy to make it clear
that it is an unlearnt foreign
language. It does not mean
strange sounds.

8) Paul advises against

to different people and He

gives to another divers kinds

of tongues". Not to

5)

all.

and so do not understand it.
The word "tongues" in Greek

is "glossa" in the Bible.

The

word has been used fifty times
in the New Testament. It has
been used to mean the literal
human tongue (16 times). It is
used of "cloven tongues like
as of fire" (Once). All the other
times it means genuine human
Ianguages, never does it mean
strange utterances or gibberish
sounds.

6)

the

with tongues in the
presence of those who are
"unlearned" i-e- those who
have not learnt the language
speaking

Paul says to the Corinthians,
"I speak with tongues more
than you all: yet in the church
I had rather speak five words
with my understandi.g.....
than ten thousand words in an

unknown tongue" (1 Cor
14:18-79). He further says/

"Though I speak with the tongues of men and angels, and
have not charity, I am become
as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal" (7 Cor 13:1). Paul
does not mean he is able to
speak an angelic language but
that even though he could, he
would be just speaking unedifying sounds if he has not
Iove. Certainly Paul does not

attach importance to

the

speaking with tongues. He
says the "more excellent way"
is to have love. He tells the
Corinthians to desire the best
gifts. Speaking in tongues is
not the best gift: it is the least
of the gifts as he shows in 1
Cor 12:28, "And God hath set
some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets,
thirdly teachers, after that

(1 Cor 74:23)

9)

Speaking with tongues must
be by two or three people at
most, each taking his turn to
speak and there must be interpretation. He does not forbid
the speaking of tongues (human languages) but when
there is no interpreter, he says
one is not to speak with tongues. (1 Cor 14:28,39) Do all
these statements of Paul show
that tongue-speaking is the
"physical, external and visible
evidence of Baptism in the
Holy Spirit? And one must
have it?

Not Unique
Charismatic tongue-speaking is

experienced among Buddhists,

Hindus, Mormons,

Muslims,

Shintoists, Spiritists and others
though it may not be known as
such. In recent history, the Jansenists, many Quakers, ihe Irvingites
and the American Shakers, all
spoke in unidentifiable tongues.

The latest to join in tonguespeaking are the Bible-denying
liberals and the Roman Catholics.
So have the various extreme 'hippie' and commune groups. Indeed
almost any cult can do it.
HOW THEN IS PRESENT-DAY
TONGUE-SPEAKING AN EVIDENCE OF THE BAPTISM OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT? If it iS, how
r
can it be counterfeited?
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THW T'\KE PLACE TOD'ry?

n biblical history there were few miracles except for
certain periods such as during the time of Moses and
Joshua. From the end of the Old Testament to John the

J
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Baptist, there were no miracles. John the Baptist himself performed none. There were also no miracles during the first 30 years of Jesus' life.

l.l
t

Miracles have a special purpose and function. That
is why they are rare. In the Old Testament, repeatedly

it was predicted that when the Messiah came, people
would know Him because of the miracles He would
perform.
.Jesus performed miracles not merely to demonstuate to the Jews that there was a personal God in
heaven who could perform miracles. The Jews already

knew that from the scriptures. He also did not

perform miracles just so that people could feel hupPy
for being healed of their diseases. He performed
miracles so "Ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the living God" in fulfilment of the
prophecies.

It was generally believed by the Pharisees that a
person was sick because he had sinned. To the
paralytic, He said, "Thy sins are forgiven thee" as
He miracuiously healed him. The miracles were to
show that He, Jesus, had the power and authority
to forgive sins. He was therefore God Himself for
only God can forgive sins.

Jesus said, "Many will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in
thy name done many wonderful works? And then
will I profess to them, I never knew you; depart from
me, ye that work iniquity". Christ further warned that
there shall arise false christs and false prophets who
will show great signs and wonders insomuch that, if it
were possible, they would deceive the very elect.

]ohn the Baptist sent two of his disciples to ask
Jesus "Are you he that is to come or do we look for
another?" Jesus' reply was "Go and show John those
things which you see and hear. The blind receive their

,rl f our faith is secured on miracles, that

sight. The lame walk. The lepers are cleansed, the

attestation is not in miracles today."

faith is uncertain and fragile. Let us not
run after miracle-workers. God's

deaf hear and the dead are raised up. To the poor the

gospel is preached." The miracles of Christ testify to
his Messiahship.

Thus did the apostles on Pentecost Day testify of
Jesus that He had shown Himself to be the Messiah by

signs and wonders. The apostles themselves performed miracles by the power of God as evidence of
their apostleship. Paul proved his apostleship by his
miracles. Had all and sundry been able to perform
miracles, he would not have been able to authenticate

his apostleship.
Signs and miracles were never intended to serve as
a general aid to faith in God. Jesus Christ said of the

Pharisees, "This wicked and adulterous generation
asks for a sign. No sign shall be given it but the sign of
Jonah. As Jonah was three days and three nights in
the belly of the big fish, so also shall the Son of Man be
three days and three nights in the belly of the earth".
Here again a miracle is for the purpose of testifying to
the fact that Jesus is the Messiah, and the resurrection
is the only miracle by which we are to obtain the

saving faith.
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John tells believers to try the spirits whether they

are of God because many false prophets are gone out
into the world. Miracles need not necessarily be from
God.

Put so called miracle-workers to the test by the
following questions:

7.

Can they perform only healing miracles? Jesus not
only healed the sick but calmed the storm, turned
the water into wine, raised the dead to life, fed
5000 people with five loaves of bread and a few
fishes, cast out demons and so on.

2. Are their mircales

as genuine as Jesus' and the
apostles' miracles were genuine? No one asked
"Are they really miracles?" No one could, and no
one did deny those miracles. The chief priests and
Pharisees called a council and asked, "What shall
we do? These men do many miracles".

abundant but as time went on, miracles became rare.

Are their miracles as abundant as Jesus' miracles ?
And are they always effective ? Once Jesus and the
apostles decided to perform a miracle, they never
failed. Faith was not a requirement or a condition.

J
I

Paul advised Timothy to take a little wine for his
stomach ailment. Paul did not work a miracle on him.
Paul left Trophimus at Miletus sick and he remained
sick. Epaphroditus was sick and almost died. Paul
who was with him did not miraculouslv heal him.

Paul surely had tremendous faith. Yet his own
"thorn in the flesh" was never healed though he
prayed to God for healing three times. Great
saints in history included many who had been
helpless and hopeless cripples despite their enormous faith. |esus and the apostles healed
whomever they wanted to heal whether they had
faith or not.

I
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James said "Is there any sick among you? Call in the
elders of the church. Let them pray over him and
anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord and the
prayer of faith shall save the sick." Did James mean
that miraculous healing would take place every time?
If he did, then no Christian would ever die of illness.
James must mean it would happen only by the Lord's
will. Yes, miracles can still happen today if God wills
it. He is a God of power. However it is not God's
intention that we should depend on miracles for
healing or for faith in Him. Nor is it necessary any
more for God's servants to be identified by their
performance of miracles. God's Word in the Bible is
with us and it is by the true preaching of the Word
and by that alone, are we to obtain evidence of
whether one is of God or not.

I

Today's faith healers tell you that you are not
healed because you have no faith. Yet they
publish in big advertisements their power to heal.
"Come and be healed" they proclaim. Many
respond but few are healed if indeed they are
really healed.

tI
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4.

Are their miracles spectacular? Are their miracles
visible ? Peter cut off the ear of a servant of the
high priest. Jesus put it back. It was completely
healed. The blind immediately saw. The lame
immediately walked. The dead immediately lived
again. The miracles were obvious to all.

We can well ask whether miracles happen today. In

Jesus' time and

in the early church,

miracles were

If our faith is secured on miracles, that faith is
uncertain and fragile. Let us not run after miracleworkers. God's attestation is not in miracles today.
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clothes, headgear and sceptre and

Ancestor worship has been

a

problem to Asian Christians, and a
great obstacle to evangelism and

missions. Many Christians have
been accused of being unfilial and
consequently have had to endure
persecution and even execution.
How did Ancestor Worship
originate ?
When the great Chinese emper-

or Huang Di passed away, his
minister, Tzuo Cheh took his

worshipped them in the temple.
Succeeding emperors continued
this practice. Heroes and men of
virtue who died, were later honoured in a similar way. This developed into the worship of ancestors during the Hsia and Chou
dynasties (II00-227 b.c.), and it
became regarded as being almost

as important as the

long-

established worship of Heaven. At
fust, the purpose of ancestor

worship was just to show grati-

tude to ancestors and to remember

their virtues and

achievements.

This was propounded and encouraged by Mencius and Confucius,
who saw this as a moral issue, not

a spiritual

one.

Each ancestor was represented
in the home.or temple by a piece of

wood with his or her name inscribed on it. The practices of
burning incense, candles and paper money were added after the
introduction of Buddhism to China during the Han dynasty (206226 a.d.).It was Buddhism mixed
with astrology, divination and
Taoism that changed ancestor
worship into a religion, in which it
is believed that deceased persons
are helped by the living to get to
heaven, in return for blessings and
protection by these ascended spirits. Various attempts to reform
ancestor worship and restore it to
the Confucian ideal, failed. Its
original meaning is now lost. >
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What are the beliefs of ancestor
worship ?

sacrifices offered there (at 'Ching

Ming') and the third, residing in
the ancestral tablet which is placed

Ancestor worshippers believe
that the dead have an interest in
the affairs of the living and can

either in the house or temple, to

receive worship and sacrifice from

living relatives.

interfere in the course of events for

the welfare of the family or clan.
They believe that, if these spirits
are continually served and reverenced, they will protect and prosper their living relatives. Such
service and reverence is given
from the moment of death, by
funeral rites to facilitate safe passage of the deceased to heaven.
The needs of the deceased must be
provided for by the living through
the burning of paper houses, servants, cars and money, as well as
by the sacrifice of food ten times a
year during certain festivals.

It is believed that a man has
within himself, both positive and
negative forces
the 'yin' and
'yang'. Physical- death separates
the two. If the deceased is not
provided for, his evil'yin' element

or 'qui' (ghost) will appear in a
desolate, wretched condition,
being denied reincarnation and
eternal bliss. Eventually it will
cease to efst, but not before causing a great deal of trouble to the
living. Neglected spirits are believed to cause sickness, storms,
calamities and misfortune. To
appease the multitude of ghosts, a
'hungry ghosts festival'is set aside

in the seventh lunar month, when
sacrifices are offered by anious
relatives.

However when the deceased is
properly provided for by his relatives, his positive 'yang' element
or'shen'will then survive as three
'souls': the first, ascending to
heaven, the second, remaining in
the grave to receive the annual
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9). Therefore, if anyone does not
repent of his sins and turn to Jesus
Christ while he lives, he cannot
ever be saved after death.

What is the main motive for
ancestor worship ?
Far from promoting filial piety,
Chinese Ancestor Worship is practised by millions out of fear
the

fear of retribution and bad- luck
from the deceased spirits, and also
the fear of becoming desolate after

death if the practice of ancestor
worship is not observed by relatives and descendants.
What does the Word of God say
about these beliefs ?

Ancestor Worship is fully unscriptural, and the Christian cannot have any part in it. To do so is
to disobey God, and is sin. The
whole system is Satanic, sending
many souls to Hell, because it
obscures and denies Scriptural
truths by cleverly devised lies.

The Word of God reveals that
the Gospel of salvation concerns
only the living, and not the dead.
The Lord Jesus makes this clear in
His parable 'The rich men and
Lazarus' (Luke 1ó:79-31), where
He shows that a person's state
after death is unchangeable and
depends upon what he does in his
life. The dead cannot influence the
living. The living cannot influence

the dead. God's Word

says/

"None of them can by any means
redeem his brother, nor give to
Cod a ransom for him: (For the
redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth forever:) That
he should still live for ever, and
not see corruption." (Psalrn 49:7-

The Word of God also teaches
that the dead are destined either
for Hell or for Heaven. They do
not wander about on earth as
spirits nor become reincarnated.
The dead cannot cause trouble to,
or help living relatives, because
they are awaiting the final judgement: "it is appointed unto men
once to die, but after this the

judgement:"

(Hebrews9:27).

Some however, claim to be able to

recall events in past lives to prove

that reincarnation exists. These
encounters and phenomena are
cleverely rigged up by impersonat-

ing devils for the purpose of perpetuating the beliefs of Ancestor
Worship and false religions.
The Word of God is against any
other so-called way of salvation.
Personal faith in Jesus Christ alone

brings salvation. The burning-.of
incense, paper money, the sacrific-

ing of food and the keeping of
rituals are all futile works. They
cannot save. And because they are
overt acts of worship, and violate

the first commandment, "Thou
shalt have no other gods before

me " (Exodus 20:3) they reap God's

wrath instead. To grve undue
honour to dead ancestors and
even living relatives, venerating,
bowing to them or worshipping
them, is to treat them as 'gods'.

This is wicked and displeasing in
God's sight.
The Word of God prohibits communication with the dead: "And
the soul that turneth after such as
have familiar spirits, and after
wizards, to go a whoring after

them, i will even set my

face

against that soul, and
I

t-

will cut him

off from among his
(Lev. 20:6). Ancestor

people."
WorshiP
rites often require the use of divination objects, to determine the
response of the dead. Prayers are
also made to them. These are
plainly attempts to communicate

with the dead and fullv

con-

demned by God.

obligations to the dead. Paul
speaks of death as the end of all
marriage obligations in
Romans 7'.2,3. Tlne most that a
Christian can do for dead ancestors is to remember them lovinglY.

With regard to the living, a
Christian should exceed nonChristians in filial piety: "If any do
not provide for his own, and sPecially for those of his own house,

How sh'ould a Christian regard
ancestors

parents are alive, not when theY
are dead. There are no moral

?

The fifth commendment saYS,
"Honour thy Father and Mother".
This duty is to be kept while

he hath denied the faith, and is
worse than an infidel." (I Tim 5:8)
Living parents and grandparents

should be treated with all due
respect, honour and love. This
means doing all that we can, to
promote their welfare. The best
thing which we can do for them, is
to lead them to Christ when theY
are not Christians.
A Christian should totally reject
ancestor worship. The issue is not
a moral one, but a spiritual one.

Filial piety should move

the
Christian to honour and love his
parents and relatives when theY
are alive whether they are Christians or not. God's people have no
part in rituals for the dead. I

by Charles Seet

Loneliness crept over Boon Hock as he stood
behind the group watching the funeral ceremonies.
He missed his Christian friends. His family had
treated him like an outcast once he had refused to take
part in the rites for his late father . .
.

Kim Hua's father had died that morning. It had
taken Kim Hua by surprise, so he was not sure of his
Christian stand concerning the coming rites. 'Well,'
he reassured himself, 'as long as I do not burn joss
sticks to the gods, I suppose it will be all right to join
in all the other rites . . .'
The funeral rites were in full swing when Heng
Lee's friends visited him. They found their Christian
friend in the midst of performing the funeral rites clad
in sackcloth, burning joss sticks, prostrating before
the coffin and following the directions of the Taoist

priest who was in charge . .

.

These three stories iilustrate three different
responses to Chinese funeral rites what would you
have done?

II. HONOUR THE DEAD WITH A

Christian Principles to Follow:

I.

MOURN FOR A DEPARTED LOVED ONE
'Blessed are they thøt mourn, for they shøll be
(Mqtt. 5:4)
comforted.'
'Then Døz;id took hold on his clothes, and rent them;
ønd likezuise øIl the men that were with him: ønd they
mourned and wept and fasted until ezten, for SauI and
for Jonøthøn his son, ønd for the people of the LORD,
and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by

thesword.'

QI Sam.7:77,72)

'Rejoice -with them thøt rejoice, and weep with them
tha.t

o

weep.'

PROPER

FUNERAL AND BURIAL

o

Such acts are commended

Scripture:

' And there came also Nicodemus, u:hich at the
first came
to lesus by níght, ønd brought a mixture of myrrh ønd
aloes, øbout øn hundred pound rueight. Then took they
the body of lesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the
spices, øs the mønner of the Jezus is to bury.'

(lohn 79:39)

(Rom. 72:75)

Putting on sackcloth or a black armband is a sign
of mourning.

in

o A

Christian should therefore be involved in the
>
funeral and burial of his loved one.
117

does not remain on earth, bringing disaster to the

omething which may seem harmless
to us, as a sign of respect, may
actually mean much more to allthe rest
who are present."

living:

1.
2.
3.

III. BE LOYAL TO CHRIST ABOVE EVERYONE
ELSE
o Sometimes we may have to disobey parents, clan

4.

'But I said unto their children in the wilderness, WøIk
ye not in the statutes of your føthers, neither obserae
their judgements, nor defile yourselues with their idols:
I am the LORD your God; walk in my statutes, and
keep my judgements ønd do themi (Ezek. 20:18,79)

6.
7.

We must be ready to suffer from our loyalty to
Christ.

IV.

UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF THE AC.
TIONS INVOLVED IN THE FUNERAL
Something which may seem harmless to us, as a
sign of respect, may actually mean much more to
all the rest who are present.

o
.

o

They include these actions:

'To bow to the deød is a form of worship, Iike bowing to
øncestrsl tablets qnd fømily idols. This z;ioløtes the

2.
3.

second commøndment.

Chinese custom,

pearl is placed in the mouth of the deceased
to
ensure ø bríght journey.
A stick ís placed in the right hand
to beat away the
dogs guarding the znay.
A bøll of glutinous rice is put in hís right hand
to

-

-

4. A fan is proaided for the great heat that uill be
encountered.
5. Coins are put in his left hand to pay the guardian

-

spirits.
Shoes are put on his feet
to prepare for the long
lourney.
7. Tíles are broken to ensure a safe journey.
- go round the coffin also to
8. Fømily members must
ensure a safe journey.
joss
9. The eldest son must carry the urn of
sticks and

6.

follow the priest

to represent the dead, being guided
priest.
10. Bahners attached to long poles are presented to the
to bid the deceased success ín his journey.
family
17. Prayers are chanted to appease any spirits that seek to

Can joss sticks be held as a sign of respect?
Joss sticks is used to signify worship in ancestral
worship and the worship of idols. It is not just a
sign of respect. We have nothing to do with joss

How should a Christian

1.

hinder the

12.

deceased on hts Tourney.
Gongs and cymbals are sounded to announce the
of the deceased to the spirits of the other world

arriaal
and to

and non-Christian friends about being unfilial.

2.

Show your filial piety in other ways/ eg:

o Send flowers or wreaths
memory of the deceased.

eldest son to

inoite the soul home.
14. Prayers and incantations are made

to enable the

spirits to cross

bridges.

-

dedicated

to

the

o While you cannot participate in any of the
rituals, you should not be conspicuously
absent from them either. Stand aside during
these sessions with head bowed in silent

meditation and memory of the deceased.

.

Keep a framed picture of your loved one in
your room to show that you care.

o Visit the grave to clean it, but omit

the

idolatrous practices.

bid them to welcome him into their midst.

13. A lantern-like banner is carried by the

act?

Do not be afraid of sharp criticisms from relatives

to "hea¡¡en" by-the

-

If you say that bowing ís a
quote Rea. Timothy Pietsch,

sticks.

-

feed the dogs.

I'd

missionøry of Jøpøn, thøt such etiquette inoolaes the one
bowed to to bow bøck. If the dead person can bow bqck,
(Rea . Timothy Tow)
you can bow too !'
O

1. A

The author of these rituals is ultimately Satan
himself. He uses these to lead men away from the
true knowledge of the Lord and salvation. To
participate in them is to support these beliefs and
endorse them!

Is bowing an act of respect?

Many parts of the Chinese funeral rites are more
than acts of filial piety. These are meant to prepare
the deceased for the journey to "heaven," and"to
enable him to overcome the ten different obstacles
which he will encounter."

o

Burníng the possessions of the deceased to transfer them
to his possession. To shou¡ thîs, the eldest son must go
around the coffin zníth a baïnboo pole.
Protecting relatiaes and friends who attend the funeral
by gioing them red strings.
Usíng geomancy and dizsination ('Fong Shui') to
determine the position and site of the graae, so that the
deceased wiII be happy and bring blessings to descendants.

'Then Peter and the other apostles ønswered and said,
(Acts 5:29)
We ought to obey God rather thøn

men.'

Cooering eoery mirror and reflecting gløss in the home
to preoent the spirit of the deceased from residíng there.
Making sure the parents of the dead daughter-in-Iaw do
not attend, or she may attach herself to them.
Closing the coffin Iíd with great care lest the deceased
escapes.

5.

leaders and relatives.

o

Placing the dead body to face the front door.

.

Insert a dedication in the newspapers to the
memory of the loved one.
r
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Some actions of the funeral rites serve the purpose
of ensuring that the deceased actually departs and

Christian Alternatives to Ancestor Practices, Bong Rin Ro Ed.
Asia Theological Association; Taiwan, 1985

A

A
Whøt søy I then? that the idol is anything, or that
which is ffired in sacrifice to idols is anything? But I
say thcrt the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they

Iìood
offered to

Idols

søcrifice to deails, ønd not to God: and I would not that
ye should høae fellowship with deails. Ye cannot drink
the cup of the Lord, and the cup of deails: ye cønnot be
pørtakers of the Lord's tøble , and of the tøble of de-oils.'

o

by
Chørles Seet

(I Cor. 10:19-27)
Hence, it is impossible for anyone to glorify God
by eating what he knows has been offered to
idols. The aim of the Christian life is to glorify
Cod:
'Whether thereþre ye eat, or drink, or whøtsoeuer ye
(I Cor. 10:37)
God.'

do, do all to the glory of

2. Christian liberty

In a traditional Chinese home, food is offered to
idols, ancestors and devils during various pagan

o

for the Christian:
'But meøt commendeth us not to God : for neither, if we
eøt, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the
(I Cor. B:B)
worse.'
'For eaery creøture of God is good, ønd nothing to be
refused, if it be receiued with thønksgiaing:

festivals of the year. The church in Corinth was also
troubled with this problem. Paul dealt with the issue
in his first epistle to them. It is this epistle that we
shalÌ therefore look into. Though times have changed,
the principles outlined remain the same; what applies

For it is sønctified by the znord of God and prayer.

to them applies to us also.

(l Tim. 4:4,5)

1. The sin of idolatry
. It was expressly forbidden and condemned both
in the Old Testament and the New Testament:

o A Christian says grace before meals to thank

the
Lord and to sanctify the food. Hence there is no
fear of partaking of any kind of food, for God's
name has already been invoked to bless and
sanctify the food.

'Turn ye not unto idols, nor mqke to yourselaes molten

gods:IømtheLORDyourGod.'
'Thou shøIt

hazte none

(Lea.19:4)

other gods beþre me.'

o

(Deut. 5:7)
'Little children,

keep yourselaes

from idols. Amen' .
(I lohn 5:2L)

Israel by
sending them into captivity. Ever since then, Jews
have a strong aversion for idols.

o Idolatry was a very real problem to the early

'Whstsoeoer is sold in the shambles, that eøt, øsking no

church, as most converts were gentiles who were

steeped in idol-worship. One of the practices
involved in their idol-worship was the offering of
food to idols.

questíons

o

o An idol is just a powerless object.
'. . we know thøt qn idol is nothing in the world, qnd
thøt there is none other God but one. For though there be
thqt we are called gods, whether in heøaen or in eqrth,
(øs there be gods many, and lords many) but to us there
is but one God, the Father , of whom are aII things, ønd

o
o

Him.'

(I Cor. 8:4-6)
Flence, the food that is offered to these idols
cannot be affected at all by them. Neither can the
food, in itself, harm the Christian who eats them.
However, the danger of food that has been
offered to idols lies in its association with the
source of all idolatry
DEVILS

o The powers behind all
idolatrous practices
against God, evil and deadly:

are

We need not have to fear also, if we accidently eat
food which we did not know has been offered to
idols. The historical situation in the city of Corinth

made it extremely difficult for Christians to be
totally free from food offered to idols. Part of the
food offered found its way to the market ('shambles'). These could not be distinguished from
'unoffered' food.

o It was this sin that led God to chastise

weby

The Bible is clear that there are no food restrictions

for

conscience

søke.'

(I

Cor

. 70:25)

But this liberty that God has given us about food,
must be exercised with discretion, otherwise it
leads to two kinds of sin:

spiritual pride

o

- stumbling weaker brethren
-

If in some instances, our liberty to eat anything we
like can harm ourselves or others, then we should
forego our liberty in these instances. To persist is
to abuse our liberty.

3. Spiritual pride
o A Christian who has much knowledge is in
danger of priding himself in his knowledge:
'Now as touching things ffired unto idols, we know
that we all haae knoroledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but
chørity edifieth. And if øny møn think thqt he knoweth
øny thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.'

(l Cor. 8:7,2))
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I

Flence, a Christian, proud of his knowledge that
food offered to idols cannot harm him, may be so
bold as to 'show off ' his liberty by 'sitting at meat
in the idol's temple'(I Cor. 8:10) !

"

In 1st Century Corinth, it was customary

on
sociable occasions, to gather for a meal in a pagan

Ia

eveloo convictions from the Word
of eoa tnat you witt not eat food
which you know has been offered

IJ

to idols."

temple. Such gatherings were common social
events.
a

Spiritual pride may have led some Corinthian
Christians to foolishly join in these events unhesitatingly to show their füends how'broad-minded'

they
a

a

are.

against this.
O

(I Cor.70:9-L2)

o

Christian liberty is no excuse for us to satisfy our
rights and desires. If we become so proud of our
liberty as to demand our rights at every instance,
or to complain when our rights are denied, we are
putting ourselves against God, who gave us this
liberty in the first place !

o

If someone says, 'I am mature enough to exercise
my rights as a Christian. I know what I am doing.
I will not falT', he is heading for spiritual disaster!

Let no one flirt around with sin and idolatrous
practices on the grounds of Christian liberty.
Whenever we are tempted to do so, let us find
the nearest way out.
'There hath no temptøtion tøken you but such øs is
common to møn: but God is føithful, who will not sffir
you to be tempted aboz:e thøt ye are able; but wiII with
the temptøtion øIso make a way of escøpe, that ye møy be
øble to bear it. Whereþre, my deørly beloaed, flee from

idoløtry.'

o

0 Cor. 70:73,74)

Let us take heed also of what the word of God
says about eating things sacrificed unto idols:
'I haae a few things øgainst thee,

because thou høst there

them that hold the doctrine of Baløøm who tøught Bøløc
to cøst ø stumblingblock beþre the children of Israel, to
eøt things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornica-

tion.'

'Notwithstanding

(Rea. 2:74)

I

haae a few things øgøinst thee,
becquse thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth
herself ø prophetess, to teach and to seduce my sentants
to commit fornicøtion, and to eøt things sauificed unto
(Reo. 2:20)
idols.'

4. Stumbling weaker brethren

o

Another sin behind this whole issue is the way it
affects the hearts and consciences of those who
see
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us eating.

(fohn 13:34). We should care for the welfare of
our brothers in Christ.
To cause a brother to stumble is therefore, a great
sin against Christ:
'But tøke heed leøst W ory means this liberty of yours

become ø stumbling block to them thøt øre weak. For if
øny man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meøt in
the idol's temple, shøII not the conscience of him which
is weøk be emboldened to eqt those things which øre
offered to idols; and through thy knowledge shøII the
weøk brother perish, for whom Christ died? But when
ye sin so øgainst the brethren, ønd wound their weak
conscience, ye sin øgøinst Christ. Whereþre, if meøt
møke my brother to offend, I usill eat no flesh while the
world standeth, Iest I make my brother to olfend.'
(I Cor. 8:9-73)

our qdmonition, upon whom the ends of the world øre
come. Whereþre let him that thinketh he stqndeth take

heedlesthefall.'

as

ourselves (Matt. 22:39) and to love one another as
Christians, the way Christ has loved us

But this use of knowledge is an abuse because, by
doing this, one is tempting God. The Bible warns

'Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them øIso
tempted, ønd were destroyed of serpents. Neither
munnur yet as some of them also murmured ønd were
destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things
happened to them for examples: ønd they are znritten for

We are commanded to love our neighbour

o

Let us learn therefore, to exercise our Christian
Iiberty with love for God and for weaker brethren
and with the proper understanding of how to
apply God-given knowledge.
'AlI things are lawful for me, but all things are not
expedient: øII things øre løwful for me, but aII things
edifu not. Let no man seek his own, but eoery man
(l Cor. 70:23,24)
another'sweøIth.'

What should the Christian do?

1. Develop convictions ('purpose in your

heart')
from the Word of God that you will not eat food
which you know has been offered to idols.
Consider:
Does it glorify God?
- Will it stumble a weaker brother by

- hurting his conscience ?
Is it truly beneficial?
If you cannot- answer these questions satisfactorily, do not eat the food given to you.

2. Make

these convictions known to your family

members beforehand if they are not Christian. Do
not wait till the food is placed before you to spring
a surprise on them. If you know that you

will

face

this issue during a coming Chinese festival, then
start to tell them gently a few weeks before the
event.

3. Be prepared to find

alternatives to eating the
offered food, e.g. eating out, making your own
simple meals.

4.

But if he mentions that the food has been offered
to idols, or if it is obvious to you that the food has
been offered, graciously decline to eat it.

Very often, parents recognise that when a person
is baptised he or she cannot participate in these
feasts. After you are baptised, they will be more
willing to make concessions for your faith. So get
baptised without delay.

'But íf any man say unto you, This is offered in sacrifice
sake that shewed it, ønd for
(l Cor. 70:28)
consciencesake . . .'

unto idols, eat not for his

5. If a non-Christian

invites you to his home and
offers you food without mentioning that it has
been offered to idols (unless it is obvious to you
that it has been), eat whatever is given. Do not ask
whether it is food offered to idols.

6. Finally, pray to the Lord for His wisdom

'If any of them that beliez;e not bid you to ø feøst, and ye
be disposed to go; whatsoeaer is set beþre you, eat,
asking no question for conscience søke' (l Cor . 70: 27 )

and

guidance to enable you to make a successful stand
for Him in this matter. Pray also that your whole
family may come to know Jesus Christ as their

Saviour. Once they are saved, the problem
vanishes

EU0IUT|f|N THE0RY=
TRUE

fln FATSE?

by Chørles Seet i

Tl volution theorv was first proF, pounded by aá English nuturalist, Charles Darwin in his book,
'The Origin of Species'. The publication of this book created a furore, but its views became popular
because of the prevailing humanistic philosophies of the 18th and
19th centuries. These philosophies
exalted man above God, and their
adherents gladÌy embraced the
'new theory of evolutioni.
Today, evolution exerts an influence far beyond simply being re-

garded as a theory although it is
still a theory. It has affected many
areas of life. Students in schools,
colleges and universities are learning it as fact. It has caused moral
decline because it seems to pro-

vide a way of escape from one's
responsibility to God. If everything in eistence today has developed without God, then there
is no judge before whom we must
all appear. It is an attraction that is
the backbone of atheism.

book of Genesis. Anyone who
holds evolution to be true, must
therefore deny the truth of the
Genesis account, and regard it as
myth, legend, or story.

The word, "evolution"

o

o

o

What is Evolution Theory?
The theory of evolution is diametrically opposed to the Word of
God, particularly the account of
the true origin of species described
in the first two chapters of the

comes

from the Latin'evolvere', meaning
'to roll from'. The Chambers Dictionary defines it as, "The doctrine
according to which higher forms
of life have gradually arisen out of
lower." The direct implication of
this theory, is that all living things,
including man, came from the
same ancestor far back in ge'ological times. There are four main
tenets which evolutionists use to
explain this:

o

Life came into

existence
through spontaneous gen-

'Spontaneous Generation'

This is the idea that non-living
material converted itself into living
organisms: the presence of basic
elements, heat, electric forces and
correct acidity combined in a rare

reaction by chance. They produced amino-acids and nucleic
acids. These are the building
blocks of the living cell. Through
trial-and-error combinations over
a period of millions of years, the

first cell finally formed.

This

haphazard development continued until more complex lifeforms came into existence.
The opening sentence of Genesis reads, "In the beginning, God
created the heaven and the earth."

eration over many millions
of years.

God is the main figure in the
whole creation account of Genesis.
Nothing happened without His in-

Different species of living
things originated by mutation of other species.

itiative. What takes millions of
years according to evolution

Higher and more complex
forms of life developed as a
result of nafural selection.

the ability and intervention of an

Man, the highest form of
life, developed from the
line of the primates (apes).

theory actually took place in seven
literal (24-hour) days, because of

omniscient, omnipotent

and

omnipresent God. Therefore, the
development of living things was
not haphazard or purposeless, but
thoroughly planned and pur-

poseful.

)
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Spontaneous generation falsely
assumes that non-living material
already existed, providing the raw
material for the process of evolution. These elements in themselves are complicated structures:

molecules and atoms with protons, neutrons, electrons, etc. in a
delicate balance of energy and
mass. No amount of explanation
which excludes God can ever explain how these intricate elements
came into being. The book of
Genesis, on the other hand,
assumes only the pre-eistence of
the eternal, living God. This is
more reasonable than to believe in
eternally-existing atoms and molecules.

'Mutation of Species'
Evolutionists claim that mutation is the means by which new
species originate from others that
already exist. They maintain that
as mutations occurred over millions of years, more advanced creatures developed.

by God: plants (Gen 1:77), seacreatures (Gen 7:20) and land
animals (Gen 7:24). The way these

were produced was 'after their
kind'. This phrase rules out any
possibility of mutation. Each class
of plant or animal could only interbreed within itself, and though
variations may occur within the
same species, no new species can
ever be formed. This has been the
indisputable fact to this day.

The science of Genetics has
found this same principle stated in
its well-established Mendelian
Laws. In all of the history of science, there has never been any record of the emergence of a new
species of plant or animal. Each
one produced 'after its own kind'.
Even laboratory experiments
where fruit-flies (drosophilia)
were exposed to radiation in order
to increase the rate of mutation
during reproduction, failed to
yield the results desired by evolutionists. All that they produced
were a lot of monstrous, deformed, weak and sterile fruitflies!

The fact is living things always
reproduce living things which are
the same as themselves and very
tarely, defects occur. When they
do happen, mutation has taken
place in the genetic material, and
the offspring is abnormal. These
abnormal offspring are usually
weak, degenerate and sterile.

'Natural Selection'

The Genesis account shows that
each species is created separately

Natural selection is the process
whereby certain mutations of spe-
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Even if it were possible that a
viable, new species could emerge
through mutation, it could never
perpetuate itself, because it would
be impossible for it to find a mate
which was similarly mutated!

fi
cies survive changes in the environment which are favourable to
them, while the parent species be-

comes extinct because these
changes are deadly to them. To

the evolutionist, natural selection
takes the place of God, being
made responsible for the particular characteristics of each plant or
animal. To him, the discovery of
fossils (remains) of ancient extinct
species proves that this process
took place.

This theory fails in a cardinal
law of Science

- the Second Law of
Thermodynamics. Whereas natural selection supposedly gives rise
to better and better products, the
Second Law of Theimodynamics
refutes any such possibility because all physical, chemical and
biological processes are progressi.g toward the breakdown of
complex forms into simpler forms.
The great reserve of potential
energy which has been locked up

in the Universe (like a

clock

wound-up) is expending itself in
all kinds of ways. The reverse can
never happen except by supernatural intervention.

If natural selection were true,
then there would have to be clear
lines of development from ancestor species to present-day descendant species. Yet the fossil record
has yet to show any single clear
line of development. In all cases,
the difference between one fossil
of the 'chain' and the next, was too
great to be explained without re-
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sorting to 'missing links". The
number of such 'missing links' to-

day is tremendous, and the socalled 'evolution tree which science textbooks display to illustrate
where all species come from, is
actually a mess of disconnected
twigs! These missing links have
hardly been found despite the
abundance of paleontological research and discovery in recent
years. The fossil record plainly testifies against the idea of natural
selection and the theorv of evolution.

was reconstructed from nothing
more than a skull cap, a left thigh
bone, a fragment of jawbone and
three teeth; There have been many
versions of what he looked like.
'Piltdown Man'was nothing more
than a practical joke played by
students on their teacher! 'Neanderthal Man' has been found to be
a normal man who suffered from a
bone defect. Many falsely assume
that differences in bone structure
and brain capacity mean a different kind of 'man', but there are
variations which are just as wide
among men living in the world
today!

'The Evolution of Man from Apes'

While evolution classifies man
as a glorified ape, making him as
morally obligated as animals, the
Genesis account shows that man is
a distinct creature. God deliberate-

ly broke his pattern of creation at
one point, by creating man in His
own image, after His likeness, so
that He might have dominion over

all other creatures (Gen 7:26).

"The LORD God formed man out

of the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils and man
became a living soul." (Gen 2:7).
There were no intermediate apeman creaturesl
Some fossils are claimed by evo-

lutionists to be evidence of apeman intermediates. Some of these
'milestones' in man's origin have
since proven themselves to be
erroneous guesswork: 'Java man'

gression rather than evolution
took place.

Q
lvl

cientific discoveries are
emerging with evidence
pporti
ng C reatio n agai nst
su
Evolution. The theory has far
too many inconsistencies
and miss¡ng links.

The Collapse of the Evolution
Theory

The first man, unlike the unintelligent small-brained ape-man of
the evolutionist, was able to think
and reason, in order to name and
classify all the other creatures
(Gen 2:79); he was able to organise
his work of keeping and dressing
the garden which was entrusted to
his care (Gen 2:75); he was able to
understand and keep God's commandment, not by instinct, but by
choice; he was able to speak a
sensible language, saying, "She
shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man."
(Gen 2:23). These characteristics
demonstrate that the first man was
exactly like modern-day twentieth-century man in all of his
capacities. In fact, in his unfallen
state, he was even better: the image of God within him was perfect. After the fall, however, re-

Scientific discoveries are emerg-

i^g with evidence

supporting
Creation against Evolution. The
theory has far too many inconsistencies and missing links. It fails to
account for the existence of the
first atom, how life came from the

first atom, how new

species

formed from another, how man is
so vastly different from his alleged
primate forebears, and how basic
scientific laws of Thermodynamics
and Genetics could be grossly
violated.
The Word of God accounts for
all these things, and even more: It
reconciles fallen man back to God.

t
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FROM THE PAGES OFTHE BIBLE
RICHES

1. The Vanity of Riches
lob 3l:24. If I have made gold my hope, or have
Thou qrt my confidence:

said to the fine gold,

If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because mine
-3'J.:25.
hand had gotten much:
Prov. 13:7. There is that maketh himself rich , yethath nothing; there is
that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches.

Labour not to

be rich: cease from thine own wisdom.
-23:4.
Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches
-23:5.
certainly make themselves wings: they fly away as an eagle toward
heaven.
Ec. 6:2. A man to whom Cod hath given riches, wealth, and honour
so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth yet
God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it:

this is vanity, and it is an evil

disease.

He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver nor he
abundance with increase: this is aÌso vanity.

-5:10.
that loveth

When

goods increase, they are increased that eat them and
-5:11.
what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding o/
them

with their

eyes

?

There is no end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied
-4:8.
with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave my
soul of good? This is also vanity, \?à, it is a sore travail.

2. The Temptations of

Riches

Deut.8:11. Beware that thou forget not the Lono thy God, in not
keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes
which I command thee this day.
Lest -when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly
-8:12.
houses, and dwelt therein:
And-uhen thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver
-8:13.
and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied
Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lono thy
-8:-74.
God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt from the
house of bondage:
And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine
-8:17.
hand hath gotten me this wealth.
But thou shalt remember the Lono thy God: for if is he that
-8:18.
giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant
which he sware unto thy fathers, as ít is this day.
Prov. 28:20. A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that
maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent.
He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth
-28:22.
not that poverty shall come upon him.
The rich man is wise in his own conceit; but the poor that
-28:1l.
hath understanding searcheth him out.
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3. Of No Real Profit to the Wicked
Job 20:15. He hath swallowed down riches, and he shall vomit them

up again: God shall cast them out of his belly.
Ps. 37:16. A little that a righteous man hath ls better than the riches
of many wicked.
Prov. 10:2. Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death.
The Lono will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish:
-10:3.
but he casteth away the substance of the wicked.
Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness
-7'L:4.
delivereth from death.
He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous
-77:.28.
shall flourish as a branch.
In the house of the righteous is much treasure: but in the
-15:6.
revenues of the wicked is trouble.
An inheritance n'tay be gotten hastily at the beginning; but
-20:21,.
the end thereof shall not be blessed.
The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed
-2'1,:6.
to and fro of them that seek death.
Ec. 5:13. There is a sore evtl which I have seen under the sun,

natT'LeIV,

riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt.
But those riches

perish by evil travail: and he begetteth
-5:74.
and there ls nothing in his hand.

a son,

Ezek.7:19. They shall cast their silver in the streets, and their gold
shall be removed: their silver and their gold shall not be able to
deliver them in the day of the wrath of the Lonn: they shall not
satisfy their souls, neither fill their bowels: because it is the
stumblingblock of their iniquity.

4. What the Rich Should Do
1

Tim 6:17. Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not
highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God,
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.
That

they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to
-6:18.
djstribute, willing to communicate (i.e. generous and wilÌing to
share)

Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against
-6:79.
the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.-
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POVERTY

7. God Protects the Poor
Job 5:15. But he saveth the poor from the sword, from their mouth,

and from the hand of the mighty.
the poor hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth her mouth.
-5:16. So
He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and openeth their

-36:15.
ears ln

oPPresslon.

Ps. 9:18. For the needy shall not always be forgotten: the expectation
of the poor shall not perish for ever.

for the

oppression of
poor,
sighing
-12:5.
now will I arise, saith the Lono; I will set him in safety
For the

the

puffeth at him.

of the needy,
from him thqt

Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the Lono is

-'L4:6.
his refuge.

All my bones shall say, Lono, who is like unto thee, which

-35:10.
deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, yea, the
poor and the needy from him that spoileth him?

2. How to treat the Poor
Ps. 41:1. Blessed ls he that considereth the poor: the Lonp will deliver
him in time of trouble.

The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he
-41:2.
shall be blessed upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him unto
the will of his enemies.
The LORD will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing:
-4123.
thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness.

3. How Not to Treat the Poor
Prov. L7:5. Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker: øndhe
that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.

He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he

-22:-I6.
that giveth to the rich, shall surely

come

to warú.

Rob not the poor, because he ls poor: neither oppress the

-22:22.
afflicted in the gate:

For the LORD will plead their cause, and spoil the soul of
them.

-22:23.
those that spoiled

4.

Better to be Poor than to be Unrighteous
Prov- 19:,22. The desire of a man is his kindness; and a poor man
better than a liar.
Better

ls

is

little with the fear of the LORD, than great treasure

-15:16.
and trouble therewith.

Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, than he thqt

-28:6.
is perverse in his ways, though he be rich.

The poor and the deceitful man meet together: the LORD

-29:13.
Iighteneth both their

eyes.

4:6. Better ls a handful with quietness, than both the hands full
'tpith ûava1l and vexation of spirit.
Jam. 2:5. Flearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the
poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he
Ec.

hath promised to them that love him?
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ADUTTERY

1. Its Wickedness
of the adulterer waiteth for the twilight,
saying, No eye shall see me: and disguiseth hís face.
In the dark they dig through houses, which they had marked
-24:76.
for themselves in the daytime: they know not the iight.
For the morning is to them even as the shadow of death: if
-24:17.
one know them, they ctre itt the terrors of the shadow of death.
I made a covenant with mine eyes: why then should I think
-31:1.
upon a maid?
If mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or íf Ihave
-31:9.
laid wait at my neighbour's door;
Then lel my wife grind unto another, and let others bow
-31:10.
down upon her
For this ís a heinous crime; yea, itis an iniquity to be punished
-3'L:1'L.
by the judges.
Job 24:75. The eye also

For it is a fire that consumeth to destruction, and would root
increase.

-37:72.
out all mine

Prov. 6:,24. To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of
the tongue of a strange woman.

Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take

-6:25.
thee with her eyelids.

For by means of a whorish woman s man is brought to a piece

-6:26.
of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life.

Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be

-6:27.
burned?

upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?

-6:28. Can one go
So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife;
-6:29.
toucheth her shall not be innocent.

whosoever

Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when

-6:30.
he is hungry;

But r/he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all

-6:3L.
the substance of his house.

whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh
destroyeth his own soul.
There be three things which are too wonderful for me, yea,
-30:18.
four which I know not:
The way of an eagle in the air; the way of a serpent uPon a

Bøf
-6:32.
understanding: he thøt doeth it

-30:19.
rock; the way of a ship in the midst of the sea; and the way of a man
with a maid.
Such is the way of an adulterous woman; she eateth, and

-30:20.
wipeth her mouth and saith, I have done no

wickedness.

2. Adultery in the Heart
ldat.5:27. Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not commit adultery:
But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to
-5:.28.
lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.
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OBEDIENCE TO THE GOVERNMENT
Rom L3:1. Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For
there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of
God.

Whosoever therefore that resisteth the power, resisteth the

-7322.
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves
damnation.

Tit 3:L. Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers,
to obey magistrates, to be ready to evèry gòod work. 1 Peter 2:13. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the
Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme;
Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the
-2:14.
punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them that do well.
so is the will of God, that with well
-2:15.
silence the ignorance of foolish men:,

For

doing ye may put to

Honour all men. Love the brotherhood.
-2:17.
the king.

Fear God. Honour
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THE B-P SINGAPORE TREE
HAS SEVEN ROOTS
by Rets Timothy Tow

rThe kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed,
which a man took, and sowed in his field:
Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown,
it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and
lodge in the branches thereof. ,,
r

-

T n the 35th Anniversary SouI venir Programme of the B-P
Church of Singapore there is an
article titled "The B-P SingaPore
Tree Has Seaen Roots". As Lifers,
who are members of the founding

Matthew 1 3:31 ,32

God-willing in the near future).
Every B-Per should more easily
familiarise himself with Calvin's
theology by reading the Abridgement published by Far Eastern
Bible College. (In "codified" form

Church, we should know our

roots more than others of the B-P
Family. For your sakes, let these
seven roots be traced from a reprint of parts of the original article.

The First Root
The B-P Church of Singapore is
first of all a Protestant Church.
That brings us back immediately
to the 16th Century Reformation
when our spiritual forefathers
broke the shackles of Rome to
return to the apostolic faith. To the
faith of an open Bible, liberated
from all erroneous and tyrannical
traditions of a man-made system.

Insofar as the B-P Church is concerned, we trace our roots to that
branch of Protestantism known as
the Reformed Faith on the Euro-

pean continent, and as Presbyterianism in the British Isles.

John Calvin, a French theologian and pastor, was the leader of
the Reformed Faith, so we have

first of all a French Root! The

beauty and perfection of Reformed

Theology is seen in Calvin's "Insti-

tutes of the Christian Religion",

which is abridged for B-Pers in the

first two of his four books (the
remainder two to be published,

na. The special characteristic of the
English Presbyterians is their Non-

conformist stance vis-a-vis the
established Church, i.e. the
Church of England with her
bishops and Archbishop. Since
our English forebears believed that
the Church should be governed by
Elders or Presbyters according to
the Scriptures, and that the Episcopal system (rule by bishop) is a
later development in Church history, they were not unwilling to
pay the price of being expelled by

the Act of lJniformity of

fohn
CaLvin

under English dress there is the
Westminster Confession of Faith

with its Larger and

Shorter
Catechisms which are the standards of the B-P Church as well as
of many other Bible-believing Presbyterian Churches around the

world).

The Second Root
Our second root must necessariwe
have derived our Reformed Faith
from the English Presbyterian Mission which sent her first missionary to our ancestors in South Chi-

ly be an English Root, since
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whereby 2,000 English ministers
lost their position and pension in
the State Church for their Presbyterian Faith. The second EngIish root makes us Presbyterians
vis-a-vis the Anglican system.
The Third Root
In the course of years, however,
the English Presbyterians became
scattered and isolated, but a revival came in the early 1840's whereby the Presbyterian Church in
England was revitalised and became reorganised as a community
of the Protestant Faith independent of their earlier Scottish affiliation.
When the English Presbyterians
found a new resurgence of faith in
the eighteen-forties, they joined,
though belatedly, other Protestant
Churches in a new wave of foreign
missions rising at the dawn of the )
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19th century. But it was not until
1,847 that they had a first missionary to send to China. Nevertheless, he was not an Englishman
but a Scotsman
Rev William
Chalmers Burns, M.A.
(1815-1868)
who is now named one of five
foremost pioneers in modern mis-

cessful beginning in 1851, whereby a good many turned to the Lord
and a stronger Hokkien Church was
established.

Lechler, a German, persisted in
planting a church at Iam Tsau
(1848-1852), although he was
banished from his Iam Tsau station on several occasions at the
behest of changing Prefects.
Nevertheless, he was able to bap-

tise 13 believers from whom

sions. So our third root is Scot¡

ì
: e ¡:ú¡

RevJohn A.B. Cook (third from right)
with a group oÍ Prcsbytertan pastors
and pteachers.

Some of our Teochew and Hok-

a

church was established. The Tow
and Lim clans have descended
directly from this remote Teochew
village church so that, as a matter
ofrecord, our B-P Church has also
a little German Root! (Dr Lechler
moved inland to work with the
Hakkas four years before William
Chalmers Burns' arrival in Swatow, and in Hakkaland he founded what has come to be known as
the Basel Church. Emigrants of the
Basel Church to Southeast Asia
found a new home in Sabah, so if
you visit Sabah today you will find
a strong Hakka Church named
after Basel!). "Blessed are ye that
sow beside all waters, that send
forth thither the feet of the ox and
the ass" (lsøiah 32:20).

kien ancestors, converted to

William
Chalmers Burns

tish! For it was William Chalmers
Burns who in 1856 visited our
Teochew ancestors with Hudson
Taylor (founder of China Inland
Mission now called Overseas Missionary Fellowship). While Taylor
left for other fields, Burns stuck on
in Swatow to establish a Swatow
Presbyterian Church. As for
Amoy, he had an even more suc-

SOUTH CHINA

Christianity through the Reformed
Faith, began to migrate to Singapore and the Malay States in the
eighteen-sixties and seventies. In
order to consolidate the faith of
these emigrants to Singapore and
Malaya, the English Presbyterian
Mission sent Rev fohn Cook to
Singapore in 1881. Life Church,
Prinsep Street, was founded in
1883, and it is primarily from this
Teochew-speaking Church (Say

Mia Tng) that our whole
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Reviewing the history of our
forefathers who emigrated to Singapore in the eighteen-sixties and
seventies, so that the Teochews
were organised as a congregation

worshipping at Prinsep

Street

B-P

Movement has risen. Another interesting fact is that Rev Cook
established the E.P. Mission
House at Gilstead Road on a hill-

ock, now owned by a Chinese
tycoon with his green mansion
across the side road from Life B-P
Church-

The Fourth Root

HAKKALAND

The Fifth Root

Though the English Presbyterians were the first to establish a
long-lasting work in the Swatow
and Amoy regions, there was one
fishing village called Iam Tsau, 25
miles from Swatow, that was
evangelised earlier by Dr Lechler
of the Basel Missionary Society,
Switzerland (founded 1815). Dr

I

I

t

$

4

tI

Dr fohn Sung

(1883), we come now to the generation of their grandchildren in
the 1930's. In 1935 Singapore was
visited with a Pentecost whereby
1,500 nominal Christians were

soundly converted (born again)
through the ministry of Dr John
Sung, Ph.D., a mighty revivalist
God had raised for China and
Southeast Asia. Under his ministry the founding fathers of the B-P
Church of Singapore were not
only saved but also called to fulltime service. From Dr John Sung
our founding fathers were first
introduced to the doctrine of the
Premillennial Return of Christ, and
alerted against the social gospel of
the liberals and modernists, the

evangelist himself having tasted
the poisons thereof and delivered
from their pernicious ways. From
Dr john Sung the founding fathers
of our B-P Church were fired with
a zeal for evangelism, and have set
the pace for the extension of God's
Kingdom through the B-P Church
movement to this day. In Dr john
Sung we have a Chinese Root.

The Sixth Root

under liberal and modernist leadership. Dr Carl Mclntire, president
of the Seminary Board, was particularly articulate in speaking out
against Protestantism's sliding
back to Rome, so he sounded a
clarion call for a 20th Century
Reformation, which became organised as the International Council
of Christian Churches in Amsterdam 7948, the same yeai the
Ecumenical Movement was established in the same City as the
World Council of Churches. Today the WCC has not only moved
closer to Rome but also the main
human religions such as Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, and
Islam.

dent Seminary,

nevertheless
established by leaders of the Bible-

Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. (Reformed and Premillennial) in the
old Princetown tradition, its other

more outstanding distinctive was
its separatist position vis-a-vis the
rising Ecumenical Movement

founding members rising to the
occasion to bear the torch of the
separatist stand and of the 20th
Century Reformation movement.
One who took a firm stand with us
from the beginning to this day, but
who is now migrated to the United
States, is Rev Silas C.T. Hsu. Dr
Tow Siang Hwa is a younger
member who has arisen since the
coming of Dr Billy Graham, foremost ecumenical evangelist, to
Singapore in 7978. Seeing through

the deadlier leaven of

neo-

evangelical "cooperative" evangelism and neo-evangelical "schoIarship", Dr Tow has added his
voice to the older founding fathers
Banner

which is adopted the official organ

of the B-P Church of Singapore.
Though our founding fathers belong to the migrant generation,

'For the Vlord
of God,
ond {or the

having come to make their home
in Singapore in the 7920's and
30's, they are nevertheless citizens
of a new Singapore, like sons of
the soil, having been domiciled

testimony of
iesus Christ '

When the founding pastor of

ter from Faith Theological Seminary, U.S.A. Being an indepen-

pines in the offing, we have other

by publishing the B-P

our B-P Church was called to

prepare himself for his life's calling, he first learned under Dr Chia
Yu Ming, doyen Presbyterian
theologian of China, and thereaf-

donesia and Thailand, with Philip-

When the challenge to join the

20th Century Reformation

was

presented by Dr Mclntire to Faith

Seminary students, the founding
pastor of the B-P Church, then a
student, felt God's call to join the
movement. Fired with a crusading
zêal to defend the Faith, he wrote
to Elder Quek Kiok Chiang, then
of the Teochew-speaking mother
church (Say Mia Tng) at Prinsep
Street to join the ICCC. Like David
and Jonathan, the two leaders of
the B-P Church in embryo began

to impart the spirit of the

20th

Century Reformation to the con-

gregation that gathered after

them, and have so done without
wavering to this day. Thus, in our
Stand for the Faith, we can trace it
to Dr Mclntire, president of the

ICCC, who must be acknowledged as our American Root.

here almost all their life. They may

be called a "bridge" generation,
with cultural roots plucked out
from the Chinese mainland, but
now they are firmly transplanted
here. They are loyal and patriotic
citizens of a new Singapore, but
even more fervent in these virtues
for God's Kingdom. These are our
Singapore Roots.

The Seventh Root

Dr CarI Mclntire

As our little Church grew from
October 1950, with the blessings of
God so that we have over forty
congregations in Singapore and as
many spread out in Malaysia, In-

With these roots of our Church
traced out before you, you should
now appreciate better as you taste
of the fruits of the B-P Singapore
Tree, whose main trunk is Lrle.

Amen.

I
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