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EDITORIAL

l-ot a quader of a century, Far Eastern Bible College has stood firm on the inerrant
|< and infallible Word of God. It has not drifted with the various tides of so-called
I scholarship nor moved along with the trend of modern schools of thought. With
the prophets of old, it has proclaimed God's Word: "Thus saith the Lord." Though this
old-fashioned teaching seems out-dated to modern men, it nevertheless pleases the
Lord as evidenced by His good pleasure upon the College to this day. FEBC is well

and alive and steadily growing.
The FEBC SilverJubileeMagazine is an expression of jubilation in the Lord. Like the
planting of the mustard seed, the small beginning of three students taught by the
Principal in 1962, has since yielded 130 graduates to serve in all parts of the world. A
good number have gone overseas for further training and have returned to their alma
mater as lecturers.

The Magazine is an endeavour to give you some glimpses of the past. present and
future of the College, the ministries of its alumni both local and abroad. lt gives you
glimpses also of its daily life and programme and contains views and interviews of its
supporters. The articles and papers herein demonstrate FEBC's commitment to sound
doctrine.

The Magazine is not unmindful of its Founder and Principal's dedication to the
separatist stand and devotion to spread the faithful Word to all the world. We are
grateful to the Almighty God for bringing in the students, for providing the lecturers,
and for all those who have lovingly supported the College. May we all continue to
serve Him faithfully till Jesus comes. Amen.

Rev Bob Phee
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President
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Principal
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t is with great joy and thanksgiving to
God that I send greetings to the Far
Eastern Bible College on its Silver
Anniversary. It has been my privilege to
be a part of the college as a visiting

J
I
I

lecturer for some years. Each time I stand
before an FEBC class, the great commission of our Lord is brought to mind. To
look on the eager faces of students from
over a dozen nations reminds one of the
tremendous mission outreach which has

been

a part of the

college since

its

founding.

From the beginning of my association
with FEBC I have felt at home because of
the strong commitment to the inspired,
inerrant Word of God. It is a great thrillto
find the Holy Scripture the centre of
every class and activiÇ. And we are
always fully assured that as each graduate
goes forth into the ministry, it is with
confidence in the Scripture and the God
of that Scripture, rather than in human
attainment and ability.
Another unique ministry of the college
which has spoken to my own heart is the
recognition of the need for times of rest
and quiet. Nestled in the midst of one of
the world's great metropolitan areas, the
beautiful campus with its lovely trees,
gardens and miniature Sea of Galilee
surely offers a rest to the weary servant of
the Lord.

The prayers not only of my wife and I,
but of all the family of the Christian
Training and Missionary Fellowship, are
continually with you. We pray that God
will grant strength and courage to the
faculty and staff so that the school will
continue on in its great missionary outreach of training men and women from
around the world to better serve the Lord.
May no shadow of compromise or error
ever darken the hallowed halls of the Far
Eastern Bible College. And may its commitment to defend the Faith once committed to the saints and to spread that
Faith by word and deed remain fervent
until Jesus comes.

Rev Dan Ebert III
The Christian Training
and Missionary Fellowship
Makati, Metro-Manila, Philippines
8

It has been my high privilege to have
been a lecturer on four occasions at
FEBC. The sheer charm of the campus,
coupled with the spiritual warmth of both

students and faculty, have made this

itual lethargy of the church at large.

tTr
I
I

here is a new monument on the
landtcape of church history and it
commemorates the Silver Jubilee
Eastern Bible College in SingaFar
of

Should the Lord tarry, I trust that FEBC
will have an even greater ministry to the
peoples of Southeast Asia. I congratulate
you- all on 25 years of faithful and
eff.ectlve ministry.

pore.
Founded on the insPired Word of God
and re-inforced by the unadulterated faith
of godly men, this college stands as a
lighihouse of truth in the midst of the
darkness of moral decaY.

John J. Davis, Th. D., D.DPresident

Grace College and Grace
Theological Seminary
Winona Lake, Indiana, U.S.A.
His precious Word in the hearts of many
hundreds of young people from around
the world! I look back with joY and
thankfulness for the opportunities God

God. Please be assured of my continued
prayers for your further progress in the
*oik of Christ our Lord in training a small
army of "faithful men" in proclaiming the
whole council of God to the ends of the
earth until He calls us to Himself.
ear Brothers and Sisters in Christ
at the Far Eastern Bible College of
Singapore: I congratulate You in
the ce lebration of your Silver Jubilee twenty-five years of God's marvellous
blessiñg and provision for the planting of

John C. Whitcomb, Th.M., Th-D
Professor of Theology and Old
Testament
Grace Theological Seminary
Winona Lake, Indiana, U.S.A.

9
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ond memories still linger with me of
-o time of fellowshif with you all
at FEBC in 1983. How days Pass
swifter than a weaver's shuttle! I rejoice
with you all in your Silver Jubilee: it is
greatly encouraging that, in the midst of
the apostasy of mainstream Christendom
and the increasing compromise of
evangelism, FEBC is still pressing on in its
determination to contend earnestly for
the faith once delivered to the saints.
I recall wellthe eager students, trying to
assimilate a lot in a little time during our
excursion together through a condensed
apologetics course of lectures. The sing-

ing, the infectious enthusiasm, the open
Bibles, the serious note-takers, the questions . . . all combined together to make a
memorable lecturing experience. Then
there were the informal talks out of class,
meals together in.the shade, seasons of
worship and prayer. How we bless God
for ths ties that bind our hearts in Jesus'
love!
But I also remember the breakfasts with
the Turners, fellowship with lecturers and
fellow ministers around different meal
tables, and sweeter times with various
church members. EspÞcially do I recall
the gracious hospitality of Dr S. H. Tow,

the wisdom of the years from Rev T. Tow
and the cordiality and love from many in
the other Churches. I remember (and still
possess) my certificate in the competent
use of chopsticks presented to me by my
instructors at the Banquet!
My prayers for you at this joyous time is
that the Lord may continue to be magnified in all your labours: that you may
continue to press on towards the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus. May the light of the Gospel
bome aloft at FEBC continue to shine
throughout South-East Asia to Australia
and the uttermost parts of the earth.

(Rev) Denis C. Shelton
PRINCIPAL

John Knox Theological College
Sydney, Australia
10

included with the Faculty for a number of
years. And Emma will always be grateful

for the opportunity she had of being a
student under Rev Tow and other
teachers there.

We are huppy in the ministry that the

CCI

f

Lord has given us now for our older
olding the word of life; that I

Fl
äñi,¿îfå:î ;i:'åftr ii
vain,. neither laboured in
(Phil.2:16).

vain"

Emma and I greeL you with the words
of this verse as it reminds us of the
testimony of FEBC and the faithfulness of
you who are associated with the school.

Our hearts are often warmed as we
remember the years we were privileged
to be a part of your fellowship, I consider
it a very special opportuniÇ to have been

years. In this ministry we are able to keep
in touch with some of the students from
FEBC now in various places. We send
them teaching materials and other literature to aid them in their preaching and
teaching ministries. So in this way we \eel
we can still have a part in "holding forth
the word of life" with you.

May this 25th anniversary of FEBC be
only the beginning of many things that
the Lord wants to accomplish through this
college. Do be assured of our love and
prayers for all that is involved in planning
and celebrating this special occasion.

Jim Turner
President

TAP Ministries, Inc
Harrisburg, U.S.A.
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"Mother, I don't like to be a pastor,"
said the boy pensively one day after he
returned home on a school vacation.
"See how small grandpa's salary is!"
Mother did not argue, nor did she try to
impose her will on the young lad.

T f f hen Rev. Dr Timothy Tow
ïä:.,l."' "ìo?l; i'o"îlid":;

W

1976 after a quarter century's ministry
since 1950, he jovially remarked, "l'm
prepared to serve with you tillA.D. 2OOl,
if the Lord tarries." This is not at all
impossible, for he is only *56 years young
today! How he was nurtured to become
Biblefounding pastor
Presbyterian Church at Gilstead Road
happened like this.

of Life

Since his young days, even before he
went to school, his devout mother would
tellhim from time to time, "My son, when
you grow up, you are to be a pastor. You
are my first son, and I have offered you to
the Lord."
As the boy grew up, he had to leave
home and parents in Johore to come and
stay with his preacher-grandfather in
Singapore in order to go to school. At the
manse of the English Presbyterian Mis-

sion Church (now Bethel Church) in
Upper Serangoon, he began to learn
what it was like to be a pastor. Grandfather's salary paid by the E.P. Mission
was $30 a month. (That was in the late
twenties.)
(*This a¡licle was written 10 years ago )

t2

-t

Repeating on another occasion the
vow she had uttered to the Lord, she
suddenly made this stupendous offer out
of the blue, "Son, if you give your life to
serve the Lord, I will send you to America." (She said this when the whole world
was paralysed by the Great SlumP of
t929-301.

In August-September 1935 China's
famed revivalist, Dr John Sung, visited
Singapore. He took the Lion citadel, as it
weîe, by storm. Thousands thronged the
Telok Ayer Methodist Church and its
downstairs hall and compound to hear
this man of God, day and night, in

a

fortnight's campaign. Dr Tow was among
the hundreds gloriously saved. When the
evangelist appealed for young people to
yield their lives for full-time service at a
meeting on September 8, 1935 (Dr Tow
recalls dates with mimeographic memory)
he was one of the first to go forward for
the dedication.

"What Mother told me allthose years,"
he recalls, "flashed back instantaneously
on my mind. It was Mother's vow that
quickened my steps up the pulpit."

In L937 Dr Tow passed his Senior
Cambridge at the head of the class in
Anglo-Chinese School. Having cooled off
considerably from the religious fervour he
had experienced three years bef.ore at the
John Sung Revival, he proceeded to
but only for one term.
Raffles College

-

I

"l took up Science merely for the sake
of prestige, though I knew I should study
theology," he said. (But none of the
theological colleges in Singapore today
existed at that time.) "To take such a step
with a double mind plunged me into the
abyss of the first big failure in my young
life. I had lost so much face that I hid
myself at home, morose and dejected, for
days on end. But such failure as was
appointed of God for a higher purpose,
as I now see it, led to even grealer

mother's death. I was determined to go to
London. To salve my conscience I quoted
Scripture out of context like the Devil,
'Let the dead bury their dead', but let me
go my way. As for the vow I myself made
to the Lord to serve Him full-time, I had it
postponed 30 years at the back of my

success

month-old daughter took ill and died after
an operation. When I rushed to her
death-bed Ìn hospital, I saw my wife
hysterically pinching her in a torrent of
tears. 'Are you really dead, my baby, my
darling? At the sight of th¡s I fizzled like a
punctured balloon. 'What is life? It is like
the vapour of morning-dew.'No, I am not
'the captain of my soul.'

"Since I loved language study and not
science, I found an opening to the Singapore Government's Interpreters Training
Institute. This was a two-year course. By
Jan. 1, I94O I had graduated and was
posted to the Supreme Court.

"But soon I grew restless," he continued, "l was ambitious. I wanted to be
somebody in the world."
Ambition took him to a competitive
exam under the Japanese regime to select
72 candidates for training as judicial
officers. Dr Tow was one of the chosen.

I

could seÍve the Lord, surely,
when I grew older.

mind.

Man proþoses, God disposes. Five
weeks after mother's death my seven-

Suddenly I fellinto a lainting sensation.
was my turn now to die, I saw
myself like the rich young ruler, but with
feeble hanging hands relieving a million
dollars from my clasp. All the glitters of
the world before me vanished like smoke
from a smouldering rubbish heap.

I felt it

After the War, the young man now in

I prayed, 'Lord, if you give me back my
life, I will serve you to the end. No more
London, but theology in China',

and Middle Temple and resigned from
Government service on February 26
1946. He booked a cargo boat costing
f90, and was all set to sail.

From London to China, a right-about
turn, indeed! He found his way to Shanghai where his aunt was, and from there on
to Nanking to study under Dr Chia Yu
Ming. While in Nanking, Miss Grace
Jephson of the China Inland Mission
recommended him to transfer to Faith
Theological Seminary, USA.

the prime of life was determined to
pursue further the study of law. He
gained admission to London Universiþ

It was at this juncture, while the vessel
was still loading, that his mother died after
a sudden illness. This held him back for a

little season.

I

was not

in the least disheartened

by

Returning to Singapore in 1947 en
route to the United States, he left his wife )
13

and children to the care of his people. As
he set sail again, with highest hopes in
that great land in the New World, he

remembered

the prophetic words his

mother had spoken years before, "Son, if
you give your life to serve the Lord, I will
send you to America."
The next three years saw him cloistered
among theological books at Wilmington,
Delaware where Faith Seminary was. He
graduated in 1950 with a Bachelor of
Divinity.
Dr Tow returned to Singapore to pastor
eight years (1950-1958) at the Presbyterian Life Church English Service, Prinsep Street. Realising that the Lord was
calling him to start a Bible College, he
returned to Faith Seminary for further
preparation. His post-graduate studies
earned him a Masters in Sacred Theology. He was conferred an Honorary Doctor of Divinity by Shelton College in

t964.
Today, 15 years after the founding of
Far Eastern Bible College in an annex to
Lile Church, Gilstead Road, Dr Tow
continues to be her Principal. Far Eastern
Bible College is unique in that it is an
independent theological school governed
and supported entirely by Singaporeans,
without any foreign financial aid. He
shares his philosophy of training for
FEBC.

I would like to advise young

men and
going
women
into the ministry never to
consider pay or prospects, because Jesus
offered none. Jesus said, "lf you are
willing to die, come.' That's all. That's
one reason why I olfer my students no
prospects.
L4

I say instead, 'lf you are willing to give
up everything for Christ, then from the
lowest rung of the ladder, you will climb
to the top. It's God's ladder, not yours!'
The ministry is a call, not a profession.
because God has
it. And it is the
you
help
can't
called and
love of Christ that constrains you to the
work. His love is the power ol God from
above sustaining us here below. So the
secret is God's grace. If He has not called
us and we try to do Hb work for selfish
ends, we will be crushed. The cross will
be too heavy to carry.

It is one you are in

Indeed, the cross of grief has been a
portion of what he has been called to
bear. On the afternoon of April 19, 1965
his wife Nancy, daughter Le Anne and
aunt Mrs Tow Keng Chuan were taken
home "as by a whirlwind" in a motor accident at Bidor, at the foot of Cameron Highlands.

"lt was so sudden and so stunning," he
reminisced. "We were going up the Highlands in a convoy of seven cars, in
exuberant spirits. When He took our
loved ones away in a flash, I had not time
to feel the seriousness of the whole
matter. Gradually, it became very painful,
but I thank God for His sustaining grace.

"l was bolstered by a verse from Job
13:15, 'Though he slay me, yet will I
trust in Him.' I had not the slightest
complaint against God. I submitted to His
sovereign will." In loving memory of the
deceased ones Dr Tow wrote:
To that mountain above the moon
Ye have soared away too soon!
But my God has called you to rest,
And His willfor us is best.

Blest are ye who died in the Lord,
And have found rest from your labour,
And your works follow after you
One by one we say adieu!

where our Lord had trod. To visit Golgotha and the Garden Tomb is a hallowing experience. The Sea of Galilee
charms me most, and she has hardly
changed since our Lord's time!" Recently, he has even "imported" the Sea of
Galilee right onto his College grounds!

Sixteen months after this "incident" ("1
wouldn't call it accident," he said), he
married Miss Ivy Tan. She was one of Dr
Tow's first three students at the College,
and came into his life as a substitute
prepared by the Lord Himself, "like the
ram on Mount Moriah."
With lvy and their daughter Jemima, he
was given by their Church a five-month
vacation to Israel in 1969. He considers
this "one of the happiest times in my
life." Instead of taking it easy as a
vacation was meant to be, he found
himself busier than ever. With opportunities for learning and ministry abounding,
he studied at the American Institute for
Holy Land Studies in Jerusalem, while
serving as short-term missionary with the

Independent Board

for

Having "walked where Jesus walked"
brought him great "stirrings of soul and
heart. " This became the inspiration by
which his sensitive soul found expression
in poefry. Thus he was able to publish
Songs and Verses From the Holy Land, a
collection of 63 poems and songs written
during his sojourn in Bethlehem.

Dr Tow has also translated from
Chinese Jason Linn's Pioneeering in
Dyak Borneo and many of. John Sung's
Revival Sermons, which will be published
in two volumes soon. In conjunction with
the John Sung publications, he has written the biography of Evangelist Lim Puay
Hian titled, In John Sung's Steps. Dr Tow
has moreover abridged Calvin's Institutes

Presbyterian

Foreign Missions (USA).

of the Christian Religion, Volume I,
Books I & il. This has been serialised in
the Far Eastern Beacon and the Austra-

"lt is wonderful to go over the land
with Bible in hand and visit all the places
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Iian Beacon during the last several years.
He is now in the final stages of abridging

Vol. II, Books III &

IV.

Of his abridgment of Calvin's theology,
"l was introduced to Calvin's
Institutes which was offered as an elective
I discovered itto my delightto be a gem of
the greatest price." He consequently
pursued through Calvin's voluminous
works during vacations, on his own, and
re-studies and teaches it at Far Eastern
Bible College. He has now begun
teaching it at the Adult Sunday School
Class at Life Church.

he says,

"You are planning to go the 'low way'
again?"

"Yes, as before."
From his wide pastoral experience, he
gives me this sermonette when I asked
him to share an insight into his ministry.

I

may say one thing for the SundaY
pulpiteer. We who are at our regular iobs
find that 'familarity breeds contempt! A
pastor who's been in a Church lor a
decade or two may feel weary and
humdrum. We must not lose courage. We
must increase our faith.

an

evangelist from abroad
and gets a rousing reception, with souls

When

6(

none....

The ministry is a call,
not a profession) )

Lately, he has been visiting places
but not the big cities as before. "l like -to
go to the 'ulus"' he said. A recent trip
took him to the Kapuas River in West
Kalimantan to visit Dyak pastor Barnabas
Simin whom Life Church is supporting. "l
went there by cargo boat the low way to
share the experience of the people." He
plans to go again during the later part of
this year.
t6

be overwhelmed with an inferiority complex. I've
sometirnes felt like this, but that is wrong.
coming Íorward, we may

young
f would like to advisegoing
I men and women
into the ministry never to
consider pay or Prospects,
because Jesus offered

We should rather seè it in this light: he
is a soldier, and I am a soldier. It is the

ammunition we carry that'counts. If,
however, we are firing without much

íaith, like one shivering at the battle-front,
of course, we will miss the mark. It is faith
that aims. We need the kind oÍ íaith that
believes what we're doing is appointed of
God and therefore must succeed.
You see, the Gospel is dynamite. It is
the atom bomb of God. So we must
launch it with unflinching Íaith, believing
that His Word will not return unto Him
void. Unless we believe the Word we
preach will bring good results, how can
r
we expect any result at all?

(A reprint from 'lmpact' Magazine

April 1977

issue)

f- EBC was raised of God for
|< such a time as this. The great falling
I
away of the last days is here in

It claims casualties everywhere.
Great institutions and time-honoured
names have fallen to the adversary one
after the other in rapid succession. By
earnest.

God's grace, FEBC stands.

existence was essentially to provide for
training not available elsewhere. It was
the vision of the founding Principal to
establish a college patterned somewhat
after Spurgeon's "Pastors' College" in
London, a hundred years ago, a college
attached to a church and training
preachers and workers for the Lord Jesus
Christ.

These are days of peculiar perils and
pitfalls. The ecclesiastical kaleidoscope
reveals a changing scene, but we face the
same wily foe. Over the years he has
assumed different garbs and guises
liberalism-modernism, Romanism, neoorthodoxy, neo-evangelicalism, ecumenism, charismaticism: new names to ageold deceptions. Battle lines shift but the

C. H. Spurgeon

enemy is the same.
For 25 years, FEBC under its founding
Principal, has followed one unwavering
course, equipping men and women for
the battle. "Though we walk in the flesh,
we do not war after the flesh" (for the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strong holds (2 Cor 10:3, 4);

"For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places" (Eph 6:12). Our quarrel is
not with any man, but with that other
gospel which is no gospel. Of those who
come preaching that perverted message
the Apostle says, "Let him be accursed."
We echo his words with a loud Amen.

In its curriculum of theological training,

prime importance was given to Biblical
Theology. After 25 years, we are more
than convinced of the soundness of this
policy. Biblical Theology should be the
principal subject of instruction. Out of the

hundred

or more who have

passed

through the portals of FEBC the majority
are in active preaching, pastoral or
teaching appointments in churches, Bible
colleges and schools.

TRAINING AFTER THE TRADITION
OF SPURGEON

At FEBC, our brand of theology is
Puritanic, Reformed and Calvinist. With
the widespread infection of liberalmodernist theology and the more recent
intrusion of neo-evangelicalism in most
theological institutions, it became painfully obvious that unless training in the "old
paths" was quickly made available, the
faith of the Gospel would soon be extinct
through lack of faithful preachers.

The founding of FEBC at a time when
there were already other Bible colleges in

We concur with Spurgeon who wrote:"Both our experience and our reading of )

t7

the Scriptures confirm us in the belief of
the unfashionable doctrines of grace; and
among us, upon those grand fundamentals, there is no uncertain sound."
(Spurgeon's Autobiography, Vol II, P
149). "To be effeclive preachers you
must be sound theologians." This maxim
would serve us as well. Nothing is more
needful today than the training of a new

generation of Christ-honouring and
theologically sound preachers of the
Word.

At FEBC, we heartily agree that instruction in the great fundamentals of doctrine
must be given "in definite, dogmatic
form. Tutors should not teach their students in that broad liberal manner which
presents a number of 'view points' and
leaves the ultimate choice to the student;
rather they should forcibly and unmistak-

Let all our teachers be men of God and
examples of holy power and godly virtue'
Then,let them stamp their mark upon the
students under their care.

UNRESTING VIGILANCE THE PRICE
OF SURVIVAL
FEBC has survived the subtle inroads
of liberaltheology. With God's help, may
it continue to stand. FEBC cannot exist in
a vacuum. It is exposed to the constant
flux of unhealthy influences both from
without and within. While we cannot
isolate ourselves from them, nevertheless
we must take appropriate measures to
preserve the spiritualhealth and vitality of
our students and teachers in the years
ahead.

((
pp 227-228)

LIKE TEACHERS LIKE STUDENTS
If the manner of instruction is to be
dogmatic, it is equally important that it
should be fervent. "Tutors should be
what they wish their students to be
. . . They should thunder in preaching-

. . . flaming in prayer, shining in life, and
burning in spirit. If they be not so, what
can they eff.ect? If they be not spiritual
Samsons how can the roaring lion be
overcome? How can the gates of hell be
lifted from their hinges? Provided we
know the truth and are confirmed in it by
divine gracel it is yet no trifling work to
pass on the heavenly treasure to those
who are to become its guardians. . . "
(The Sword and Trowel, 1883, pp 262263)
18

ur prime purpose is to

nurture pïeachers of
the Word, not to produce
scholars for the World of
academics. , ,
(a) Beware of the

"idolatry of intellect."

Primarily an American disease,

it

has

infected many an Asian young man,
causing his eventual downfall. When innate godliness is displaced by the craving
for academic prestige and the fear of
losing intellectual respectability, it all too
often sounds the death knell for the
spiritual preparation of the preacher.

At FEBC, our prime purpose is to

nurture preachers of the Word, not to
produce scholars for the world of
academics. Young men, beware the

"paper chase" and pursuit of letters and
degrees. Let the world educate men for
its own purposes, but let the College
prepare godly men for higher service.

(b)

consenting or indifferently sitting on the
fence. Have they no feeling for the

millions being herded unknowingly back

into Papal bondage?

Beware of the new philosophies and
"Liberation Theology."

With our Lord's return "at the doors"

ì

LEf ALL

Satan redoubles his efforts on every hand
to subvert the Gospel by the injection of

ttlE
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new philosophies, in particular "Liberation theology" which is marxism dressed
in Bible terminology.
Beware those purveyors of modern
thought and godless ideologies who do
incalculable mischief to the souls of men.
In the name of Christianip, men like
Gustavo Gutierrez, Leonardo Boff, John
Stott, Ron Sider are advancing the
pernicious doctrines of atheistic Communism as a new understanding and
interpretatoin of the Gospel for our times.
"Rest assured that there is nothing new in
theology except that which is false," so
warned Spurgeon. Yes, the facts of theology are today what they were 2000 years
ago
(c)

Beware of fence sitters and men of
indecision.

The battle "hots up" on every front.
The end time apostasy takes on a new
and sinister twist. The hard-won separation of Protestants from the darkness of
Romanism is now branded as "unchristian and scandalous division." Led by the
arch apostate of England, the Anglican
Church is all but returned to the fõla ot
Rome. ARCIC II'has sealed the bond of
reconciliation. No strong voice of protest
is heard form the Evangelical communities around the world. These are silently

coúE
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We must train men of discernment and
decision. We must srengthen their minds
on the truth of God, to separate from
every form of ertot, to warn and denounce unbelief wherever it is found. Our
young men must learn to be faithfulto the
Lord at all costs and against all hazards.
Our sons must defend the faith.

(d) Beware ungodly

associations

"Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom
of heaven," so warns our Lord Jesus. No,
not those who in that day shall claim to )
t9

't

i
I

have prophesied in the Lord's name, and
in His name cast out devils, and in His
name done many wonderful works
(Matt 7:21-22).

Only those who do the will of the Father

which is in heaven may enter into His
Kingdom. Today the Church of Jesus
Christ is swarming with apostates, Christdenying liberals, Bible-denying modernists, idol-worshipping Romanists, tongues-speaking Hallelujah-shouting charismatics, compromising neo-evangelicals
and pseudo-fundamentalists.

ay God be merciful to
us to grant our sons
the discerning eye to identify
unsound teachers who openly
appear as "angels of light" when
secretly they are vendors of
deadly Poison. 2 2
iiill:i

ililiÌi:iiiìiili Ìiii

i:ii'äi
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Let FEBC train up faithful soldiers of
the cross who will fearlessly take a stand
against allwho are supporting, sympathe-

tic to or in any way linked with

the

monstrous ecumenical harlot church of
the Antichrist. We need men of valour,
courage and conviction to band together
around the world, to sound the clarion
call, "Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will
receive you, and will be a Father unto

gou, and Ve shall be my sons

and

daughters" (2 Cor 6:17, 18).

(e)

Beware of false teachers

A hundred years ago, the great and

godly Rev J. C. Ryle, Bishop of Liver20

pool, raised a warning against the false
teachers of his day. That warning must be
repeated for the benefit of our generation: "l beseech every reader of this
paper to remember this part of my
subject, and to stand upon his guard.
What more common than to hear it said
He is
of some false teacher in this day
so good, so devoted, so kind, so -zealous,
so laborious, so humble, so self-denying,
so charitable, so earnest, so fervent, so
clever, so evidently sincere, there can be
no danger and no harm in hearing him.
Besides, he preaches so much real Gospel: no one can preach a better sermon
than he does sometimes! I never can and
never willbelieve he is unsound" ("Knots

ii
t;
ri

'.

Untied" by J. C. Ryle, p 30n.
May God be merciful to us to grant our
sons the discerning eye to identify unsounds teachers who openly appear as
"angels of light" when secretly lheg are
vendors of deadly poison. May we be as
the sentinel manning the lookout post,
ever alert and suspicious of. every pretended preacher of the Gospel, who
mixes his clever eloquent sermons, containing a vast amount of truth, with a few
homeopathic drops of. heresy.

THE WAY AHEAD FOR FEBC
FEBC looks to the future with confi-

dence

in the Lord. We keep to

the
old-fashioned faith "once for all delivered
unto the saints" and shall never consent
to the spirit of the age. Our eye must'be
constantly fixed on the Word, our only
trusÇ and infallible guide.

Our young men must be diligently
in the school of pra7er, and

trained

through prayer obtain Holy Spirit power.
Without these we cannot effectively bear

t,

l.

witness to the truth; our efforts will be in
vain. A deep knowledge and fllial love of
the Word is our best defence against the
present apostasy.
I

li
ti
ti
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That old enemy, the devil, wields

a

deadly tool for unáermining our work
the sowing of false doctrine. But our
divine Comforter has placed at our disposal that two-edged sword, the invincible Word of God. With God's chosen
weapon the devil must be confronted and
totally confounded.

The Reformation goes on, despite what

the Romanists and the Ecumenists say.
The Reformers sealed our Protestant
heritage in blood. Let none now betray
their sacrifice by turning back to Rome.
The ecumenical message is "Let love and
unity prevail." But love without truth and
unity without the Gospel are both false
and fatal. They are the snares of the devil
and the way of hell.

lì
L

But let our students be thoroughly
conversant with that Word by daily searching and diligent study. Ignorance of the

Word is the friend and ally of

false

doctrine. Remember, our best teacher is
the Holy Spirit. His guidance and instruction must be studiously sought afTer.
Without Him, we can do nothing. Our
striving will be losing, our witness will be

ln valn
The Gospel has lost none of its old-

time power. Sadly for some, their

preaching is a failure, a "dummy show"
needing to be propped up by extrabiblical methods, such as stage shows, Pop
bands and singers, worldly entertainers,
to allure the people. PTL ("Praise the
Lord") TV shows have brought inestimable shame upon the Gospel which the
show pretended to honour.

We have only one recourse to
adhere stedfastly to the Lord and His
Gospel of Life. As Paul the Apostle wrote

to the Corinthian Church, "... not with
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified" (l Cor 2:1,2).

Let FEBC, teachers and students, discern the spirit of the age, its deceptions

and perils. The night of unbelief

is

deepening. The day of our Lord's return
is at hand. Let us arise and face the
challenges ahead. Let us be united as one
man to fight the good fight of faith.

"Behold, I come quickly; and my reward
is with me, to give to every man according as his work shall be" (Rev 22:12).
Dear reader, how is your work and how
shall your reward be, when the Lord
returns?

Stand

fast,

therefore. Behold He

comes!

DR TOW SIANG HWA
PRESIDENT
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Tracing the Link
depicted above, the Holy Bible is
featured
in the insignias of both
A^
I I the Far Eastern B-ible College
(FEBC) and the International Council of
Christian Churches (ICCC). This is the
main link between the two, a link that
began to be forged even long before the
two institutions came into being.
s

Back in 7927, 2l years before the
inauguration of the ICCC, there was
formed in China a League of Christian
Churches to fight the battle for the Bible
and the Faith against the modernistcontrolled "National Council of the Churches of Christ in China". Leading this
League of Christian Churches were Dr
Albert B Dodd, veteran missionary to
China of the Independent Board for
Presbyterian Foreign Missions, and Dr
Chia Yu Ming. When the ICCC was
formed in August 1948 in the English
Reformed Church in Amsterdam, Dr Chia
Yu Ming was elected ICCC Vice-President
for China. On his way back to China, Dr
Chia passed through Singapore and renewed hls link with Miss Leona Wu,
Principal of the Chin Lien Bible Seminary
and a former student of his in the Spiritual
Training Theological Seminary in Nanking, China.
Chin Lien Bible Seminary was founded
by Miss Leona Wu on 14 May 1937, soon
after Dr John Sung from South China
22

brought revival fire to Singapore and
other Southeast Asian countries beginning with his first visit in August 1935. It
was during that first visit that two young
men, Timothy Tow and Quek Kiok

Chiang and a teenager, Tow Siang Hwa,
were converted and consecrated themselves "to serve the Lord all the days of
their lives".

After the war years of 7942-1.945,
Timothy Tow forsook all, including a
good and promising position in the Singapore Government Service, to follow the
Lord. He left for China to train for the
fulltime ministry under Dr Chia Yu Ming
in Nanking. Before the fall of the Chinese
mainland to the Communists, he was led
by the Spirit to leave for the USA to
complete his theological training in Faith
Theological Seminary under Dr Carl
Mclntire, President of the ICCC. In 1950
Timothy returned to Singapore via the
ICCC second world congress in Geneva
where he was ordained to the ministry in
preparation for pastoral service upon his
return.

The previous year, 1949 beTore Christmas, leaders of the ICCC, at the recommendation of Timothy, visited Singapore
following their Bangkok Conference

which led to the formation of the Far
Eastern Council of Christian Churches
(FECCC), to confront the liberal East Asia
Christian Conference (now the Christian
Conference of Asia, an affiliate of the
WCC). These leaders included Sir Arie
Kok, Dr and Mrs Carl Mclntire, Dr T T
Shields and others. Receiving these leaders were the Singapore Christian Evangelistic League and the Chin Lien Seminary,
led by Miss Leona Wu with Miss Ng Phek
Loan (present Principal of Chin Lien and
successor to Miss Leona Wu) and Quek
Kiok Chiang. Mr Quek was introduced to
the ICCC by Timothy, his close friend and
another senior colleague in the Singapore
Government Service, Mr Homer Cheng.
Mr Cheng attended as an observer the
inaugural assembly of the ICCC in Amsterdam, "by mistake" according to him,

It is the Far Eastern Bible College that
has been supplying most of the "evangelists, pastors and teachers" (Ephesians 4:71)

and training hardy soldiers "to contend

earnestly for the faith" (Jude 3) in the
BPCS and its mission fields everywhere.
And it is the Faith Theological Seminary
in the USA, the leading theological training ground for men of faith for the Faith in
the 20th Century Reformation Movement
spearheaded by the ICCC that has supplied the Far Eastern Bible College with
many of her teaching staff over the years
besides the founder and Principal himself
including Rev John Grauley, Dr Syne- Lyra, Dr Quek Swee Hwa, Dr Peter
sio
Ng, Dr and Mrs Edward Paauwe and Dr
Tan Wai Choon, all graduates of Faith
Theological Seminary.

but found himself perfecllg "at home"

Strengthening the Link

with the ICCC assembly, rather than with
the WCC inaugural assembly held in the
same city a little later the same month.

lous leading of the Lord that the three

With the return of Rev Timothy Tow, a
Life Church English-speaking congregation was formed which took the ICCC
position of Biblical Separation from the
WCC apostasy, using "holding forth the
Word of Life" as Church motto in keeping with the battle for the Faith and the
Bible to which the ICCC is fully committed. This little separated congregation has
today, a|Ier 37 years, developed into the
Bible-Presbyterian Church of Singapore
(BPCS) with 1'6 separately registered
Bible-Presbyterian Churches with more
than 40 congregations and over 5,000
members, together with a widening circle
of missionary and church-planting activities both in Singapore and other Southeast Asian countries, even beyoncl to
India, Burma, and Australia.

It could not be anything but the marvel-

young men, who over50 years ago in 1935
during the first revival visit of Dr John
Sung to Singapore, consecrated themselves to serve the Lord all the days of
their lives, and that they have all these
years identified themselves closely with
both the FEBC and the ICCC.

The founder of the FEBC, Rev

(Dr)

Timothy Tow has been its Principal since
its inauguration besides being its President from 7962 To 1967. Rev (Dr) Quek
Kiok Chiang was its President from 1968
lo 1977, and since 7977, Rev (Dr) Tow
Siang Hwa. And it was the three of them
who formed the 3-man Commission in
the beginning to draft a constitution and
prospectus for the Bible College following the visit and encouragement by the
General Secretary of the Independent
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, ¡
23

a

missionary agency of the BiblePresbyterian Church in the USA which
took a leading part in organising the
ICCC.

respective ministries of training cannot be
over-emph asized.

Today, the inerrancy and infallibility of

the Bible is being increasingly assailed
Rev (Dr) Timothy Tow has been serving as the President of the Far Eastern
Council of Christian Churches (FECCC),
the Far Eastern regional council of the
ICCC; Rev (Dr) Quek Kiok Chiang as
ICCC Executive and Recording Secretary, FECCC Recording Secretary and
President of the Singapore Council of
Christian Churches (SCCC); and Rev (Dr)
Tow Siang Hwa as ICCC Executive Com-

mittee member who has been most

energetic and consistent in defending the
ICCC's Biblical position of separation as
editor of the BPCS's official organ
The
- the
B-P BANNEft and in holding forth
Word of Life as founder and editor of the
RPG (Read.Pray.Grow) Daily Bible Reading Guide with a worldwide circulation.

With one other leading College

in
Singapore being liberal and another taking the non-separation stand, the importance of Far Eastern Bible College (English stream) and Chin Lien Bible Seminary (Chinese stream) continuing their

everywhere. All the more the Far Eastern
Bible College, which requires allits Board
and Faculty members to affirm their
complete allegiance to the Word of God
by oath, and the SCCC which stresses in
its doctrinal statement "the divine, verbal
and plenary inspiration of the Scriptures
in the original languages, their consequent inerrancy and infallibility, and, as
the Word of God, the supreme and final
authority in faith and life", need to
strengthen each other in their common
link and commitment faithfully to "hold
forth the Word of Life", to "hold fast the
Faithful Word" and to "earnestly contend
for the Faith" till Jesus comes.

To this end let all of us in the Far
Eastern Bible College and the ICCC
movement "for the Word of God and for
the testimony of Jesus Christ" re-dedicate
ourselves on this Silver Jubilee huppy
occasion of the College and the eve oI
the 40th Anniversary of the ICCC. r

Delegates at tlrc 77th FECCC
General Assembly, 1984
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REV (DR) PATRICK TAN
DEAN OF STUDENTS

fter serving in the

Singapore

ian enterprise is to be managed like a
military campaign, with careful planning
and precise execution. FEBC has been

military. As a matter of fact, St. Paul quite
frequently used soldiers as illustrations in
his epistles. He was very much impressed
by the discipline and the demeanour of
soldiers assigned to guard him. It is
therefore not surprising that when Paul
gave pastoral instructions to Timothy, he
referred to the character and qualities of a
good soldier.

established to train pastors, Bible teachers
and missionaries. It is equally important to
have good students and good teachers.
Both make a good school. The vision of
the FEBC is to teach the truth of God and
through the world-wide ministry of graduates establish Biblical truth in the churches they serve. They are faithful to God
and will defend it against the attacks of
Liberals and Apostates. Their personal
life is a testimony of the truth of Biblical
separation.

/{
L^ I

Armed Forces lor 20 years, it is
natural that I take a title from the

"Thou therefore endure hardness, as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that
warreth entangleth himself with the affairs
of this life; that he may please him who
hath chosen him to be a soldier."
(2 Timothy 2:3,4).
Christian ministers are soldiers who are
expected to fight the spiritual warfare.
The better trained they are, the greater
the victory. They must know the strength
of the enemy, Satan who is the master
strategist, and the resources they can
muster to defeat the enemy. Each Christ-

Soldiering is not just a profession. It is
firstly a calling. This is so with a minister of
God. He has a high calling from God, to
forsake all things and to follow Christ. If a
Christian minister regards his work only
professionally he will soon be disillusioned, for his rewards are not material
but spiritual. On the other hand when
God calls, He enables and makes all
grace abound. The one called is chosen
to be a soldier. Secondly, a good soldier )
25

must endure hardness. He is trained to
be hardy, efficient and totally dedicated.
No good soldier goes to war unprepared.
The Christian minister cannot afford to be
soft. The mission field demands the best
and the ablest men of God. Without a
doubt training begins in the Bible college
and continues through life. One important aspect of spiritualtraining is the lesson
of separation. The Apostle Paul reminds
us that a good soldier should not be
entangled with the affairs of this life. In
other words a good good soldier must not
be involved in civilian affairs. How easy it
is for the Minister of God to be tempted
by the lust of the flesh, desiring poprilarity
and human approval. It is easier to compromise than to stand firm on God's in-

fallible Word. Finally a good soldier must
be loyal to his commander. Belrayal and
disobedience are court-martial offences.
Servants of God must above all please
their Divine Master. The worst sin is to
betray Jesus like the son of perdition.
Since 1969 | have been associated with
the FEBC. I served six years as the Dean
of Students till 1976. ln 1975 I took up
pastoral duties. Then after six years I returned to FEBC in 1981, both as the
Dean of Students again and a part-time
student. The most outstanding lesson I
have learnt in the FEBC is to prepare
myself to be "a good soldier of Jesus

Christ."
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19th September

1960

Presbytery of the B-P Church makes the
decision to establish the Far Eastern Bible College
The College is constituted an autonomous
institution, independent of ecclesiastical control.
An interim committee, comprising Rev Timothy
Tow, Rev Quek Kiok Chiang and Dr Tow Siang
Hwa, is elected to draft a constitution and
prospectus for the College, and to serve as liaison
between the B-P Church and the Mission Board.
Drawíngs of the proposed Church-college complex at
Gilstead Road.
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An Initial statement on the FEBC drawn up by a three-man
committee

in

1960:

The Decision

T hn
I by
Church

Far Eastern

f Life, Zion,
Sept. 19th,
I
't

Secretary had promised to send two experienced couples, one ol them
probably the Rev John M.L. Young, M.A., 8.D., S.T.M., hitherto principal of

the Japan Christan Theological Seminary, Tokyo.

Church-college combination

T h" location of the Bible College has also been found. The spacious,
I sylvan site of the new Life Bible Presbyterian Church at Gilstead Road,
only two-and-three-quarter miles from the heart of the City of Singapore, has
been selected as the College Campus. This selection is possible by viftue of
the Life Church Session's decision to abandon her original kindergarten
project in favour of the Bible College. Apart from leasing a section of the
church site to the Bible College, the Life Church Session has also kindly

offered the U-ba]cony

of the Church auditorium for the College

tibrary.

Incidentally, such a church-and-college combination is in the good tradition
pioneered by no less a man of God than Pastor C.H. Spurgeon. In view of
the College's strategic location in this metropolis of Southeast Asia, so that it
is easily accessible to prospective students from all pafts of the Far East, the
name, "Far Eastern Bible College" was unanimously chosen.

Rev Timothy Tow
Rev Quek Kiok Chiang
Dr Tow Siang Hwa
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FAR EASTERN BIBLE COLLEGE LIBRARY

1961

Life Church at Prinsep Street where

an

in O.T.
History and Christian Doctrine, was
Iaunched in 1961.
evening school offering courses

1962
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Various vicws of the complex.
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17th September

1962

Formal opening of the Far Eastern Bible College
with three students and one lecturer, Rev Timothy
Tow, who is also the principal.
Rev Timothy Tow and Rev Quek Kiok Chiang beside the
foundation stone

((

. ..earnestly contend for
the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints. ) )
(Jude 3)
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10th July

1966

First graduation sewice of FEBC with two
graduates, Mrs Jeanette Packer and Miss lvy Tan

(now Mrs Tow).

Convocatìon at Life B-P Church
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FIRST

SERVICE
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Far Eastern Bible College
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Processioncrl

SI8I.E-PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Gilsteod Rood, S¡ngopore
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FEBC Graduation issue of the 'Malaysia Christian', July
1966.
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of

Theology

Rev Peiet Ng, Th M
Congregolion

Faculty and students, 1966

Lecturing by the College "Museum"

The Cornpus

FEBC Dinins CIub

Mrs. Grauley instructing at the píano

TIrc Dean (Rev John E. Grauley)

at

his

office
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An extract from the'Malaysia
Christian," July 1967 issue.

1967

five years aft¿r settllng at Gllstead Road,
Llfe Chulch hears God's call to bulld agaln.
Ttìe new proJect ls a 720 x 30 x 3 Ektentlon to
the I'EBC Aüex. In happy famlly relatlonshlp
thls butldlng wlll be used by both Church and
Coìlege. It houses â four-classroom Blble lllndergarten, a flrst floor for S.S. and Y.Fr,, and

o top storey for Chrlstlan worker's quart€¡s
and dorms fol the ¡EBC. The Extenslon wlll

5150,0C0. Tc-dxte Lile Church has recelved
52?,000. Pray for us that we mlght flnlsh IIls
rvork. Accord.lng tt our honorary archltect, Mr'
Ang l{hcng Leng buildlng operatlons could

cosi
Drawing of the proposed threestorey extension (1968) for
k inde rgarten s, S unday school,
Y.F. and FEBC-
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Tltis extension was built and was dedicated on Saturclay,

26th A¡tril 1969.

1970

Fourth Graduation Service

Faculty and students of

FEBC. Graduates
Miss Gan Sai Lin
(Di¡t Th) and Mr Liew
Hon Seng (B Th) are
are seated 2nd and 3rd
frotn Ieft, respectively.
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1973

ii';

;i¡rii¡i

¡i

I!

i¡ ì'tt¡¡ ¡úr:

;

Sixth Graduation Service
The seven graduates
(one not in picture)

I

Jun'e

1981

Tenth General
Assembly of "Far
Eastern Council
of Christian
Churches
(FECCC)"

Srit¡\'1ì,ù ñ tr¿/{,

The College províded assistance for this Conference.
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1983
rN JESU
CHRIST

{¡,u,

î
The FEBC Choir with other
I
I

delegates from Singapore at an
ICCC Conference at Cape May,

New Jersey,

1984

Delegates attending the Eleventh General
Assembly of FECCC in Korea.

President of FECCC, Rev Timothy Tow
addressing the Assembly in Korea.
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(Reprint from the 'Malaysia Christian', July 1966)

"lt

takes a
T
plant
a tree; it takes a
I decade to
I century to nurture a man." The
planting of the Far Eastern Bible College,

here is a Chinese saying,

a prophets' school for the nurture of

a

new generation of preachers and teachers
for the Church in the Far East, is necessarily a slow, painstaking process. Indeed,
it is a miracle how it could have been
planted at all
a school to teach the
Bible on the College
level
by one or

two young men, with no -guarantee of
financial support from any church organisation whatsoever.

But today

it is slowly and steadily

growing into a sturdy sapling of a fruitful
vine, its roots striking downwards and its
branches budding upwards (lsa. 27:6). AII
who behold must acknowledge this of the
Father's planting (Matt. 15:13), to the
praise of the Almighty Triune God.

The Far Eastern Bible College began
from an idea first conceived in the mind
of Rev Timothy Tow, its founding Principal as early as 1954. This idea arose partly
from their theological confrontation with
those institutions in Singapore that have
apostatised from the Faith, so that it may
be legitimately said that the FEBC idea
was born of the 20th Century Reformation Movement.

This idea appeared on the horizon of
his mind like a little cloud (l Kings 18:44)
but soon shone with the brilliance of
Paul's heavenly vision (Acts 26:19).

And since this writer was not disobedient to the mandate from above,
he yielded himself to a further period of
theological study at Faith Seminary, USA
that he might be better prepared to teach
others (ll Tim. 2:2).

By 1960, when the burden of establishing a Bible College was again presented before the Presbytery of the BiblePresbyterian Church the elders were convinced that the time of the planting was
due. Thus, when Dr J. Philip Clark,
General Secretary of the Independent
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions,
USA visited Singapore in September of
that year, the decision to establish the
College was taken upon his promise to
send qualified missionary teachers.

Meanwhile Life

Bible-Presbyterian

Church was in the planning process to
build a new sanctuary with a kindergarten
at Gilstead Road. By the decision of the
Presbytery to found the Bible College,
Life Church relinquished her one-storey
kindergarten project in favour of a twoBible
L-annex.
)

f
ræ

C-+:¡=¡J
Drawing of the proposed
kindergarten annex, which was
relìnquished to build the Bîble
College.

w\
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Several months after taking this new
commenced! Like "bamboo shoots after the
spring rains" the super-structures of both
Church and College arose side by side
over the Gilstead Road land. By September 7962 the College building was ready
for the scheduled opening.

decision building operations

much as one straw of a Chinese mat.
However, when the day's lesson ended
at noon, there came a message from Chin
Lien Bible Seminary, "We have six sur-

plus iron beds for you!"

Whilst the FEBC was brought into

( ( ndeed, it is a miracle how it
f

I

could have been planted
at all
a school to teach
- the College level theby
Bible on
- no
one or two young men, with
guarantee of financial support
from any Church organisation

whatsoever. ,

At 8 a.m. on September 77 the College
opened its halls of majestic emptiness to a
first class of three students with the lone
principal delivering the chapel message.

Seated on three picnic chairs and a
kitchen stool which the principal had
brought from his house, that first student
body learnt a first spiritual lesson
to
trust God solely for the supply of-their
material needs.
How earnestly we recited to the heart-

constrained to stay with their Master for
the night, we do not know if the Son of
Man provided any reasonable sleeping
accommodation, but when our three
students stepped into their dormitories on
the first day of school there was not so
38

,

being by action of the Presbytery, it was
purposely constituted a self-governing
institution, independent of any ecclesiastical control. This on one hand released
the churches from obligatory support,
while on the other, cast the College solely
upon the Lord to meet her needs. Hence
the _wilderness experience of the first day
of College! But what an oasis of difference today to visit the classrooms, dining
hall and dormitories! Most of the furniture
and fittings that have been installed during the years coming from the loving
support of God's children, both within
and without the Bible-Presbyterian
Church, are a testimony of the faithfulness of Jehovah Jireh.

The timely supply of teachers to the
College is another evidence of God's
providential care. Mention must be made
first of Rev Peter Ng Eng Hoe, 8.D.,
Th.M. who struggled together to bring up

'/iii,l¡¡¡l¡¡.rl

)!rclLtctv¡t:lit:'ltioto.t:lì'trtt ¡1,\¡i¡i,¡ (r,,irtii

the College from the very beginning.
Others who helped in a lesser capacity

under those primitive conditions were
Miss Ruth Fan. 8.4., Dr G. C. Inches of
Australia, Dr G. D. James, Rev Quek Kiok
Chiang, Miss Yap Ai Ting. After these
came Miss Lehia Tow, 8.4., Mr Philip
Heng, 8.4., Miss Tow Siew Mui, B.Mus.

When Rev and Mrs John E. Grauley of
the Independent Board for Presbyterian
Foreign Missions arrived in April, 1964,
Rev Ng requested to be released in order
to found the Jesus Saves Mission, though
today he is back on the faculty, part-time.
Meanwhile the Lord further augmented
the ranks of the faculty by sending Mr
Charles Tsao, 8.4., to teach Chinese and
Mrs Ben-Asher of Israelto teach Hebrew.
course and five taking some special sub-

The growth of the student body however has been slow and steady. Beginning
with three fulltime students, we have now
in the fourth academic year increased to
14. Of these, six are in the Degree and
Diploma courses, three in the Certificate

ject or subjects. While most of our students are drawn from Bible-Presbyterian
churches, it is interesting to note we have
also one each from the Anglican,
Methodist, Lutheran and Thai Churches.

It is a matter of heartfelt rejoicing as
God enables us to graduate our first
Degree student, Sister lvy Tan, as well as
Mrs J. S. Packer of Australia for proficiency in Religious Knowledge. The prospects
of half-a-dozen incoming students for the

next academic year is another item of
praise to God.
The planting of the FEBC is evidently
of the Lord's doing as may be seen in the
above report. Nevertheless, we are not
forgetful of the individuals and churches

¿t

that have contributed to the support of
the College, because you believe in the
FEBC programme. May God who causes
our planting to grow bless you as you
continue to support the Bible College.

¡
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y the words of St. Paul to
Timothy: ". . be thou partaker of
the afflictions of the gospel

according to the power of God; who hath
saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began" QI Tim. 7:8,9),1 consecrated my life for full-time service at the
Discipleship Camp, Sharon Woods,
7960. The Lord gave me peace and great
joy of heart! There was no more struggle,
but the peace that passeth all understanding pervaded my soul. With my will
yielded to Him, my life began to be led on
a new plane. The Lord turned my steps
towards joining the Far Eastern Bible
College which was then in the beginning
stages of planning.

On 17th September 7962, the day of
the opening of the FEBC, I anived early
at the College with two other students,
Brother Eddie and Sister Sang Chiew,
both of Batu Pahat. The building was
completed but the supply of light and
water was not connected yet. The workmen were still at the job. In the dormitories there were no beds, neither tables nor
chairs, no, not even a stick of furniture. As
we students stood in the corridors, I could
not help but recall what the Lord said in
Mathew !6:24, "lf any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow me."
Now if we indeed deny ourselves and
take up the cross to follow Him, He will
help us and supply all our needs! This
spiritual lesson was taught to us by the
Principal from the first day. Day by day
we were to see how the Lord manifested
His goodness by sending through His
children, beds, tables, chairs, black40
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boards, a refrigerator, cooking utensils
and every article essential for the running
of the College. We began to trust Him
more.

The prtncipal

lecturing

For our acadernic training the Lord sent

us good teachers, though we had only
two on the full-time staff. Rev Timothy
Tow the Principal taught the Old Testa-

ment and Rev Peter Ng Eng

Hoe,

who arrived from America punctually on
the day of the opening of the College,
taught the New Testament. Apart from
Greek and Old Testament History, we
studied Homiletics, Bible Geography,
New Testament Survey, Chiistian Education, Church History, English, Music, Personal Evangelism and Chinese. Other
teachers who helped to teach were Miss
Ruth Fan, Rev Quek Kiok Chiang, Dr G.
D. James, Dr G. C. Inches and Miss Yap
Ai Ting. The next academic year saw the
arrival of Rev and Mrs John Grauley,
missionary-teachers from the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign
Missions, USA. I enjoyed these studies
from the beginning, although the work
was not without tears. But the laborious
processes were worth their while, for we
were rewarded with the daily discovery of
new gems of truth from the Word of God.
On the spiritual plane, I often met with
struggles and setbacks. Life at the Bible
College was by no means a bed of roses.

The battle with Satan was to be fought
here more fiercelg than anywhere else.
There were moments of dark discouragement, so that one was tempted to leave
the College. But refuge was found in the

Word of God, both in daily private
devotions and at the daily morning
chapel. The chapel hour was a source of
comfort to me. How wonderful it is to be
able to bring all our problems to Him and
to hear Him speak to our hearts through
His servants! The weekly church pra7er
meeting and the students' prayer meeting
were further opportunities to unburden
our problems before the Lord.

At morning chapel

At the College a few work scholarships
are given to needy students. These work
scholarships are equivalent to our monthly dining club bills, which amount to forty
dollars. For my part, I was assigned the
job of selling Bibles for the Bookroom,
working in the library, as wellas polishing
and sweeping in the Church. In the

virtue of earning one's living with one's
hands (Acts 20:34). I still remìmber what
the__ Principal said at the beginning of
College, "lf you are willing to scrub-the
floor, God wíll have a placã of service for
you later on."

The College stresses the importance of
e|Íective Christian service. Every student
is attached to some branch of regular
Church or Mission work. We are
"r,òo.rraged to speak at Youth Meetings, to
teach
Sunday school or to take part in open-air
evangelism. As for me, I was teaching at
both Life Church and Jurong Sunday
School before joining the College. So no
other regular assignment was given. One
wonderful opportunity we'd received for
our training since joining the FEBC was
the formation of a gospelteam to witness
to the people in the Federation. Visits to
such places like Batu Pahat, Muar, Batu
Gajah, Penjom, Kuala Lipis, Temerloh
and the East Coast opened our eyes to
the needs of the unevangelised, and
increased my desire to learn Chinese, so
that I might better speak to my own
countrymen.

((

'T'he

I

College stresses the
importan ce of effecfive
Christian seruice) )

I think the most precious years of my
life at the Bible College were the first
years. Now as I look forward to graduation, my heart is full of gratitude to Him
who called me into His service. I thank
Him for the wonderful truths I have
learned from His Word and I look forward
to future opportunities to teach these

truths to
(extracted

others.

r

from "Malaysia Christian" July 1966
rssue)

4t

(Reprint from Fifth Graduation Service Programme July 1972)

f f 7 hen the Far Eastern Bible Colt
I l"o" holds her fifth Graduation
V^ Y Säice at Life Church on the

Lord's Day, July 9,7.45 p.m. she would
have completed one decade of service.
As we reach this significant milestone,
does it not behove us to pause a while
and take stock of ourselves? This is a time
for retrospect and prospect.

Retrospect

From the very beginning the College
has been favoured with an ideal hostel.
Old-timers will recollect how marvellously the handsome L-Annex rose side by
side with the Life Church sanctuary in the
early days of construction, "like bamboo
shoots after the spring rains." Our spacious and airy dormitories are a gift from
the Lord through the timely building
programme oÍ Life Church.
Realising these physical comforts are

Foculty ond students of FEBC, July 7972
42

provided by the hands of a loving Father,
we have gratefully shared them with
God's children wherever and whenever

and Christian
passing
through Singapore are
workers
always assured a waffn welcome. During
vacation the dorms are thrown open to
the holding of conferences and Bible
camps. Here may be found also a refuge
for the persecuted and the distressed, the
strangers and the stranded. "Yea, the
spaffow hath found an house and the
swallow a nest for herself, where she may
lay her young, even thine altars, O Lord
of hosts, my King and my God. Blessed
are they that dwell in thy house: they will
be still praising thee. Selah."
(Ps. 84:3,4]..
possible. Missionaries

On the spiritual and academic side, we
have seen a slow but steady progress. We
have no miracles nor astronomical figures
to report. Four fullyears of daily grind are
put into each student taking the degree
course. With the conferment of the
Bachelor of Theology on Miss Trinh-

i[;t ltiil¡t¡.1 llin.l'tt,,t,,,,, ti::; li\atrt.iìrr.ti

Huong-Linh of South Vietnam this year,
we would be only awarding our fifth
degree. Five others who have graduated
have earned either the Diploma in Theology or Certificate of Religious Knowledge. By God's grace, all these who have
left us have, without exception, continued
in active service of the Lord:- Mrs lvy Tow
and Peggy Yeo are on the faculÇ of the
alma mater. Mrs J. Packer is in Australia.
Tow Siang Kwang and Swee Tian Hoe
are taking their Masters at Trinity Divinity
School, USA. The rest are serving in
various Bible-Presbyterian Churches with
which the FEBC is closely associated.
Chan Lay Seng is with Calvary in Jurong
Town, Gan Sai Lin with Galilee, Peter
Chua with Toa Payoh and Liew Hon
Seng with Life Church MandarinTeochew Service and Sarimbun.
Graduands of 7972 are Miss TrinhHuong-Linh (8. Th.) and Miss Cynthia
Gan (Cert. of Rel. Knowledge). Miss Trinh
is returning to serve with her war-weary
people. Miss Gan, who has studied in
music, will serve with our churches, A
special word must be mentioned for
Charlie Tan who should complete the
B. Th. in another term. Charlie is now
student-pastor of Zion Church.

\ti^tiit¡lit

((,ii¡il

beginning to set in as far as the library is
concerned. To provide adequately for the
nurture of the mind, we need a library at
least three times its present size.

Then, there is need of further strengthening the hands of the faculty. It is
hoped that one of our graduate students
would soon return to serve full-time. In
this connection the College has need of
providing suitable quarters to her staff.
Further, there is the problem of giving
shelter to married students which, unexpectedly, has doubled up on us. Without
any provision for married quarters, this
problem has precipitated the consideration again to build!
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Prospect

While it is noted above that our graduates in the first decade number only
eleven, we are pleased to report a sharp
increase in the student body during the

last three .years. With

half-a-dãzen

Already the atmosphere of crowding

is

The need for a bigger library, of more
quarters for the FEBC staff and for
married students is a need that must be
met in the immediate future! It can be
solved if we start planning now to build

over a plot, 60 x 24, now occupied by
the "Japanese garden" between the parsonage and the Church. This proposal is
respectfully submitted to the Directors of
FEBC and the Session of Life Church. A
Íree hand drawing appended more
graphically explains what is in prospect. r
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(Reprint from Fifth Graduation Service programme, July 1972)

ooking back to the fortnight I spent
T in
Sarawak recently, I am reI
L-.
minded of the words of the Lord

Jesus, "Lift up your eyes, and look on the
fields; for they are white already to
harvest." (John 4:35).

Within the municipality of Kuching
itself there are about 35 temples, one
large mosque and several large and
established churches from whose pulpits
the gospel practically has ceased to be
preached. There is even a theological
college that trains people to preach that
God could not be so cruel as to send His

had called her, and He would lead and

Son to die on the cross of Calvary. Except

for a minority few the gospel light
virtually extinguished.
As

I think of what the Lord

is

has said

the local pastors, the speaking engagements that I had to undertake, I ihank
God for the training that I have received

from the Bible College. The doctrines that

were studied were remembered with
much blessing to the heart of both the

It is not always a bed of roses for a
Bible College student. There are tears

and sorrow, disappointment and doubting, division and strife. However, I have
learnt new lejssons from every experience. The plenteous devices of God in
training a person are truly marvellous. In
Him, I taste the sweet peace and joy that
surpasses my understanding. His grace is
always sufficient for me. Tru1y, my Lord is
good and faithful.

preacher and the listeners.

My assignment was to speak at a camp
organised by the Scripture Union to train
youth leaders for committee work and
evangelism among students. When I went
there I had the impression that my task
was mainly to preach. Little did I know

recorded, with many consecrating their
44

_
lives to the Lord. Jesus' intention for us to
go into His harvest field is never that we
labour in vain, but that we bring forth
much fruit, and that our fruit should
remain. Two letters recently received
from Sarawak confirms this truth. Praise

the Lord!
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OF ALLEGIANCE
FEBC TAKES OATH
I
TO THE WORD t I GOD

f
I
I

n pursuance of the requirement of Far
Eastern Bible College that every
member of the Board of Directors and
Faculty, shall under solemn oath, subscribe to the absolute belief in the doctrine of the plenary, verbal inspiration of
the Holy Scriptures, inerrant and infallible, to the exclusion of the latest leaven
of "limited inerrancy" and so-called textual and grammatical errors in the autographs, Members of the Board and Faculty at the 1lth Graduation Service on the
Lord's Day 29th July 1979 publicly
affirmed their allegiance to the Word of
God by this oath:

"l swear in the Name of the
Triune God: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, that I believe the
Bible is none other than the voice
of Him thatsitteth upon the
throne. Every book of ft, every
chapter of it, every verse of it,
every syllable of it, every letter of
it, is direct utterance of the Most
High. The Bible is none other
than the Word of God, not some
part of it more, some part of it
less, but all alike the utterance of
H¡m that sitteth upon the throne,
faultless, unerring, supreme.
So help me God. AMEN."
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FEBC Siluer Jubilee Mogozine

THE CAMPUS
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The garden, serenelY llt at nlght
Centre: "Ye sons and daughters of the
Eaat, wlthht these halls have learnt
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46

I

I
Hi
Et

I¿¡

In tall and stately silence stands the sanctuary ol God:
a testlmony of the hands which laboured fo¡ the LORD,

The do¡mito¡les:
Homely environment for all students l¡om nea¡ and [a¡

Plllars whlch symbolise the Truth
uþon whìch the college stands.

Passageways

ol

wisdom

Tl¡e 'Seo of Galilee'
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Seated (Leftto Right):
Rev (Dr) Patrick Tan (Dean of Students), Rev (Dr) Quek Swee Hwa, Rev Philip Heng,
Rev (Dr)Timothy Tow (Principal), Rev (Dr)Tow Siang Hwa (President), Rev (Dr) Quek
Kiok Chiang, Rev Bob Phee (Registrär).
Standing (Left to Right) :
Elder (Dr) Su Hong Zee,Elder Khoo Peng Kiat, Elder Edmund Tay, Elder Joshua Lim,
Elder Heng Yow Tong (Treasurer), Elder (Dr) Ang Beng Chong, Elder Teo See Yah.
Not in picture: Elder (Dr) Cheng Wei Nien.
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Seated (LefttoRight):
Rev (Dr) Quek Swee Hwa, Rev Philip Heng, Rev (Dr)Timothy Tow, Rev (Dr)Tow
Siang Hwa, Rev (Dr)Quek Kiok Chiang.
Sta, ding

(Left to Right) :

Rev (Dr) Patrick Tan, Mr Peter Eng, Rev David Wong, Rev Bob Phee, Rev Joseph Ong'
Not in

picture: Rev Charlie Tan, Mrs lvy Tow, Mr Stephen Khoo, Mr Albert Ong,
Mrs Anne Tan.
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FEBC Síluer Jubilee Magazine

STUDENT BODY AND SOME MEMBERS
OF THE STAFF April '87

First Row (kneeling left to ight):
Kiantoro Lie, Patricia Lim, Sandra Chay, Srithorn Cheepnirand, Jemima Tow, Chang Chian Hui

2nd Row (Seated leftto right):
Lily Tan, Anne Gradussov, Kayoko Harata, Choy Mei Leng, Riama Roska Sihombing, Mrs lvy Tow (lecturer),
Rev Timothy Tow (Principal), Rev Bob Phee (Registrar), Frieda Lee, Maria Yoon, Esther Chai, Jenny Ong,
Khoo Lean Im.
3rd Row (standing leÍt to right):
Miriam Baskaran, Elder Koa Keng Woo, Lee Kim Shong, Maral Mani, Simon Nagarajan, Hong Chi Her,
Leong Pui Fun, Ngiow May San, Shirley Liem, Anne Wong, Samuel Lional Joseph, S. Eman Kumar,
Michael Koech, Pang Kok Hiong, Charles Seet, Vidaya Kumar.
4th Row (standing left to right):
Jeffrey Khoo, Chãong Chin Meng, Lawrence Chan, Chacko Thomas, Willy Ng, Peter Chng, John Lim,
Ong Éock Khee, SuþTamaniam Àbimannan, Rev Frankie Low, Subbaiyan 3askaran, Ronny Khoo, Wee Eng Moh,
Lai Swee Huat, Haposan Siregar, Quek Suan Yew.
Not in picture:
Colin Wong, Phoebe Wong, Ricky Ho, Abraham Kaveri, Kim Kyung Soo, Vincent Silvarajoo, Alfred Yeo,
William Chia, Eng Yong Chye, Bemard Low, Patrick Ong, Rev Son Jung-Chul, Rev Subramaniam K., Komathy,
Rev Tan Eng Boo, Rev Patrick Tan, Anthony Tay, Mathews Thomas, Joanna Yam, Raymond Yeo, Robert Yeo.
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from Molaysia

Jrom lndío, Alrica and Austrolío

Jrom Indonesio

the F.lementory Greek Closs (86-'87). Lecturer: Mrs loy
Tow (back row, Srd Jrom right).

the Hebrew Reading Closs ('86-'87),
Lecturer: Reu Joseph Ong (stonding 2nd |rom teft)

the Greek Reading Class (56-'g7).
Lecturer: Reu Bob Phee,
(seated, 2nd from left).

the Systemotic Theologg Closs Deboting

teoms

(Morch 1987). Lecturer: Reo Bob phee (centre)
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DURATION
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BACHELOR OFTHEOLOGY

4 years

To train students for
the mission field
- preaching and pastoral ministries
-To equip students for exegetical work in the
Greek or Hebrew language.

full-time study

DIPLOMA IN THEOLOGY

3 years of

-

a general overview of the Bible and

Calling to fullìime Christian service
Full 'A' Level certificate (including a pass in the
General Paper) OR good credits in 5 subjects
(including English) at GCE'O' Level.

GCE'O' Level certificate with

at least 5 credits

fulllime study

To provide students with

-

of

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

of

Christian ministry
a biblical foundation and basic training for
preaching, mission work and other areas of
vocational Christian service.

CERTIFICATE OF

RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE
For lay Christians, to provide a grounding in basic

Bible knowledge and its application for Christian

Approx. lVz years
of full{ime study

3 credits at

GCE'O' Level

OR up to 5 years
in part-time study

servlce

MASTER OFARTS IN
EXEGETICAL THEOLOGY

2 gears of
full-time study

To provide a higher level of studies in exegetical
work for those who have completed an
undergraduate degree in theology.

.A'LEVEL DIVINITY

B Th, BRE, BA (major in theology) or their

equivalent
Completion of a full course in Elementary Greek
Satisfactory pass in written exar¡inations set by
the College in theology, Greek and English.

2 gears

'O'Level Certificate.

BASICTHEOLOGY FOR

Jan-Apr,

Nil

EVERYONE

Jul-Nov,

To prepare students for the Divinity paper
(9011) of the GCE 'A' Level examinations.

To provide evening courses in basic theology for
lay Christians at a time and place convenient to
most.

16 weeks per
course
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tTì he anthem of the Far Eastern Bible
by the
I Cott"g" was composed
journey
I Principal while on a train
from Singapore to Kuala Lumpur on the
eve of the First Graduation Service, July

supply

of their material needs' How

euineitly we recited to the heart throbs of
David (Ps 34:10), "'fhe young lions do
lack and suffer hunger, but they that seek
the Lord shall not want any good thing'"

1966.

The early years of the College were
difficult years, like the train churning on
an uphill climb before reaching the
Malaysian capital. Our resources in manpower and finance were taxed to the
limit. Writing on "The Planting of Far
Eastern Bible College" in the Graduation
Issue of the Malaysian Christian, July

1966, the Principal recorded, "At

8.00 a.m. on September 17 (1962) the
College opened its halls of majestic
emptiness to a first class of three students
with the lone Principal delivering the
chapel message. Seated on three picnic
chairs and a kitchen stool which the
Principal had brought from his home, the
first student body leamt a first spiritual
lesson
to trust God solely for the

-
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This Anthem that calls upon the Triune
God to bless the College at her first
graduation in July 1966 expresses the
Principal's sole trust in the Lord for every
need, spiritual or material. Since the
founding of FEBC in 1962 to this day, the
College has never sent out appeal letters
for donations.

The music written by Mrs M. D. Buell
for "Give Tongues of Fire", the anthem
of Faith Seminary, USA, gave inspiration

to the lyrics. "O Father Thou Almighþ
Art" is sung at each Graduation Service

by every FEBCer, the alumni joining with
the student body and faculp, in the
tradition of Faith Seminary, the Princip-

al's alma mater.

I

F.E.B.C. Anthem
Tlmothy S l-l Tow

1.0
2.0
3.0
4. Ye

Mrs. M.D. Buell

arr Dave Haas

tv

-

Fa-ther, Thou Al
s8as.
mioh art, Who made the heavhs and earth
Je-sus Christ, Thou Soi of God, Who came lo save lhe world from sin,
Ho Spifrom on high, Whom God the Fa - ther, Son, did send,
sons anrl daugh-ters
the East With - in these Halls
My Word.

ly

rit

of

con-trite hearts, And

by

Thy Blood,That
tonoues with lire That

not the leasl, ll

ïo - dav hear us
l'o - dav re-slore

who call on Thee,And
our love for Thee,That
To - dav de-scend and breathe a - new A
With ki-yalheart join in the fray, And

/:\

0
0
0
0

/;¡

vi -

sit

with Thy

orace and peace:

and "olh-ers wln:
we mighi speak and men re-penl:
WE

y0u

bless

mav live

un-llinch - ing wield the Sword

us still

with

Thine in-crease.

we mav serve Thee
nol in vain.
zeal lo'preach our Sa-viour's Name.
day
of
fight till dawn-ing

/1

tv arl! For - e - ver bless wilh Thine tn crease!
of Godl So help us sefve Thee nol in vain
Ho - ly Spi - rit
from on Hioh! Re - vive our eal for Je - sus Name!
break of Day!
Lord grant us Thy truth and graöe, And lead us 0nl I
Fa- ther. Thou
Je

- sus

Christ,

Al -

Thou

mioh Sön

!
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The'Dog of Prayer'begins eoch semester

ø,
..,,ì

Signing up for courses

56

Moming Chapel

r

Studying in the dorms

...

A

classroom
Iecture

'.. ond ìn the librory
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Queing up for'mokan'

Wednesdog eoangel¡sm

Open-oir lunch

An iconoclastic sessíon
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FEBC Silver Jubilee Magazine

THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTRA-MURAL
STUDIES: THE DIVINITY CLASS Rev Bobby Phee
r*

F

EBC started its Extra-Mural studies
for Divinity to prepare GCE 'A'
Level students for the Cambridge
examinations when two students from a
Junior College approached Rev Bob
Phee to help them in this subject. .That
took place in 1984. Soon 7 other students
from this Junior College came to join
them in the second year. And soon the
class grew to 24 students which also
included working adults taking Divinity as
private candidates. For these 3 years,
some 20-odd pupils have passed out of
the Divinity classes. Out of that, 28%
have scored "A", another 44% have
scored "B" and "C" which demonstrates
that the students' enrolling for Divinity
were keen in their studies as well as the
fact that the lecturers have prepared them
well for the Cambridge examinations. So
far, only 1 student has failed.
The Programme
The Divinity programme is run and
taught by 4 pastors of the BiblePresbyterian Church namely, Rev Phee
(Head of Department), Rev Joseph Ong
(Old Testament Prophets), Rev Tan

60

Choon Seng (Prophetism) and Pastor
Yap Beng Shin (Four Gospels). These
lecturers stress both the academic as well
as the spiritual aspects of the course.
Besides lecturing the classes they also
interact with the students after teaching
hours and during organised activities.
Several students have commented that
this approach has helped them to see
Bible facts and Christian life working
hand-in-hand. Students' exercises are
carefully graded and commented upon
when the need arises for the students to
improve their answering techniques and
English expression. They will be called up
and explained to gently by the lecturers
with regard to the areas they should

improve on. This personal approach has
quite certainly helped the students to
achieve better results in their examinations.

The Scope
The Diviniþ studies at GCE 'A' Level
cover a wide scope of the Bible. The
syllabus includes: "The Prophets of the
Old Testament"-The origins and early
manifestations of prophecy in Israel anã
of the main contribution of the canonical
prophets to the understanding of Israel's
faith; "The Four Gospsl5"
Christ's life

-

TALLY OF DIVINITY STUDENT'S

and teaching, with an appraisal of their
significance for an understanding of His
Person and Mission, giving comments
and knowledge of the differences between the Gospels; and "The Apostolic
Age to the end of St Paul's Third Mission-

The Purpose
The chief goal of the Divinity class is
not just to prepare students for GCE 'A'
Level examinations and help them obtain
a good grade as an entry into Universiþ,
but to teach the Word of God so that tháy
will:-

GRADES
1984 to

1.

t986

2.
3.

grow in God's Word, knowledge and
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
know the truth and defend the gospel
of the Kingdom,
be faithful and teach others also.

The Results
The fruit of this labour in teaching the
Divinity students is seen when unsãved
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students accept the Lord Jesus Christ into
their lives. Several who were unstable in
the faith have graduated to be more sure
of the Truth stated in the Bible. An
academic aspect of the fruit is evident in
the results of 6 of these students who
have qualified to enrol into the National
UniversiÇ of Singapore in June 1987.

Finally, it is the prayer of the lecturers
that the Diviniþ class will produce believers and that those who study will have
more moral fibre in their lives to build up
a stronger socieþ and a better nation of

Singapore.
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'Tt he evening courses conducted ona

t

Mondays and Thursdays have been
permanent feature of FEBC's ministry,
which was carried over from Life Church
at Prinsep Street in 7961. TheY are
programmed to disseminate the Word not
only to fulltime students, but geared for
the lay people who are serious in deepening their knowledge of the Bible.

Since one and a half years ago, these
evening courses were publicised through
brochures to B-P and other churches.
They came under a new name, "Basic
Theology for Everyone", coined by Rev
(Dr) Tow Siang Hwa, President of the
Board of Directors. The response to this
was overwhelming. The Principal's
course on "Old Testament History" (Jan
Apt 1986) attracted 200 persons in-cluding
many Session members and
church leaders. About 10 percent of those
who enrolled came from non-B-P churches. The following semester saw 278
participants in Rev Charlie Tan's course
on "Historical. Background of the New
Testament" and 193 in Rev (Dr) Quek
Swee Hwa's course on "Synoptics and
Acts". Out of these, 10 percent studied
the materials for the final examinations to
gain credits.
62

The purpose in designing the "Basic
Theology for Everyone" is that a layman
or leader could complete its programme

of 40 credit hours in 5 years with a
Certificate of Religious Knowledge. Its
curriculum prepares a student with a
general survey of the Bible, a sound
doctrine of the Reformed Faith and a
ready knowledge of Missions and Church
work.

ENROLMENT FOR
EVENING COURSES
278
275
261

250

225

200

200

200

-

193-

175

169-

150
125

Jan

-

Apr

1986

Jul

Nou
1986

-

Jon

-

Apr

1987
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brochures for
the evening couÍses

The fruit of the "Basic Theology for
Everyone" courses can be ascertained
when those who attend these courses
utilise their Bible knowledge in the service of the Lord. There is a growing need
for Christians who know how to handle
God's Word to faithfully teach others and
to defend the faith. As more and more

churches are being established in the Far
East and even in India and Australia,
these courses have come a long way to
meet today's need and challenge to

strengthen and build up the Church of
Jesus Christ through theologically educated laymen and leaders.
r
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The Certificate of Attendance
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ELDER (DR) ANG BENG CHONG

f
lL-a

lder (Dr) Ang Beng Chong, an eve
surgeon, married with two children, an active Elder of Mt Carmel
B-P Church and a long standing member
of 27 years, is involved in the preaching
and teaching ministry, counselling and
administrative work of his church.

the Patriarchs and Prophets. He now feels
more confident and equipped in handling
the Word of God with accuracy and precision.

fl

He considers the study of the Bible as a

very important task. So, in spite of his
busy schedule he makes time to attend
the several courses conducted under the
"Basic Theology for Everyone" programme. These courses have greatly benefitted him in the teaching and preaching
ministry. For example, the Old Testament
lectures he attended enabled him to teach
the Old Testament with a panoramic picture of God's mighty work in the lives of

DEACON CHIA AH LAK
eacon Chia Ah Lak, an officer in
the Singapore Air Force, has been
a member of Calvary B-P Church
for 10 years. He is newly married and
with his wife they are making a new home
for themselves.

As a lay-person, Eld Ang desires to be
better fumished in the Christian ministry.
He would like to see practical courses
such as Pastoral Counselling and B-P
Distinctives offered in the evening
ness. He regularly visits Church members

every Friday evening. In addition, he is
also a committee member of the Young
Adults' Fellowship and makes sure that
he participates in its meetings held fortnightly. His church involvement still goes
on in spite of his overtime job that takes
him away from home one or two nights a
week.

How did he manage to attend

the

night classes of the "Basic Theology for
Everyone" programme"? The desire to
know God's Word better and to deepen
his knowledge in it drove him to attend
last semester's course on "Hermeneutics". The goal of this was that he might
impart God's Word to others correctly.
This class has given Dn Chia a better
As a Deacon of Calvary (Pandan) B-P
Church, he serves the Lord with keen-

insight into the Bible and a greater
awareness of its unfathomable depth of

64
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s
T

courses. He is genuinely concemed that
the new generation, especially, the younger leaders be clearly instructed so as not
to forget these B-P distinctives which the
senior leäders are so deeply convicted
about and holding fast to.

Eld Ang is convinced that FEBC

is

meeting its purpose of "Training Labourers together with God". The evidence is
clearly marked in the many testimonies of
B-P pastors who are the products of
FEBC. In addition, many other graduates
are serving as pastors outside the B-P
church circle, as well as in other parts of
the world like Kenya and Australia.
o

Eld Ang has a word of encouragement

I.

and challenge to FEBC students: "The

ts

P

g

s
is

College must now move on to excellence
with new premises and facilities and new
teachers to help in their Alma Mater". r

wisdom and value

e

Has FEBC achieved its purpose in
"Training Labourers together with God"?
Dn Chia says that it surely has. The
reasons are quite obvious. The provision
of these evening classes are well attended
by lay people and fulltime staff, including
Deacons and Elders and even some
Pastors. These courses will definitely help
them in their Bible Study preparation and

)r

preaching.
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DEACON VINCENT HO

He appreciates the fact that FEBC
graduates are well-trained in theology,
but sees that this also means the responsibility of instructinþ others in the faith. Dn
Chia respects FEBC's stand on the sound
doctrine and prays that the Lord will
continue to bless FEBC and keep it
unadulterated by erroneous teachings. r

eacon Vincent Ho, a Session
member of Nazareth B-P Church,
married with a two-year old
daughter is a computer operations supervisor. He has been worshipping in the
church for eight years and now supervises
its tuition Department.
Dn Ho first came to know about the
evening courses of the "Basic Theology
for Everyone" programme through the

brochures distributed to him in his
church. His desire to go deeper into
God's word and to walk with God drew
him to attend the "Calvin's Institutes"
lectures. As he leamt more of Calvinism,
he was humbled and he desired to leam
and study more.
He found the previous courses so good

that he would like some of them to be
repeated so that he could attend those he
had missed, due to his schedule which
affords him the attendance of only one
course each semester. However, enrolling into one of the evening courses each

semester is on the top of his list of
priorities.
As his own pastor Rev AnthonY Tan is
one of the FEBC graduates, Dn Ho is
impressed that FEBC has achieved its
purpose of "Training Labourers together
with God".
.
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ELDER

WILLIAM SEAH

F
Ft
I

lder William Seah Hock Chye married with three children, is án elder
of Calvary B-P Church. Alister, his
oldest child, is 2l years old and serving
his National Service. Bera is 19 years old
and preparing for her 'A' level examinations and the youngest is Collin, 15 years
old, a student in Secondary 3. Mrs Seah is
the Principal of Calvary (Pandan)Kindergarten.

He has a very tight schedule, serving in
many areas of the Church. As an elder, he
preaches frequently. He also leads in

both the Basic Bible Class for Catechumens and Bible Study. The hospital
ministry is one special area that Elder
Seah loves very much. He helPs out in
the newly formed Fundamental Christian
Fellowship by leading one of the Bible
Study groups. He supports his pastor in
counselling couples preparing for marriage. His jovial and friendly disposition
enables him to help out even in the
Kindergarten.

In spite of the many responsibilities he
has to shoulder, he feels that it is most
important to keep on upgrading his
knowledge in God's Word. Thus far,
Elder Seah has attended the course on
"Old Testament History". He finds it
helpful in grouping the overall perspective of the marvellous working of God. As
to his relationship with God, the course
has made him realise the need to spend
I
more time with Him.
Theology For Everyone Classes" through
his pastor. In attending these classes he
realised that God blesses His Word in the
lives of His children and that there is so
much he needs to know from God's
Word. Wlth teachers' help, it cuts down
the time of learning.

CONRAD
ALCANTRA

f^
\-/

onrad Alcantra is a member of
Sembawang B-P Church. His
work as a computer programmer

requires him to write software manuals for
general and manufacturing business. He
meets his pastor twice a week for prayer
before going to work and attends a Bible
Study group held at his home every
Friday evening.

Conrad came to know of the "Basic
66

He has attended the Courses on
"Psalms I", "Calvin's Institutes Bk 1",
and "Principles of Interpreting the Bible",
taking them at "credit" level. These
courses have benefited him as he holds
God's Word dearly (Jer.9:23-24). TheV
have helped him to attain a peace of
mind and enhanced his worship of God
as well as evangelism.
From his interaction with his pastor and

FEBC students, he believes that FEBC
has achieved its purpose of "training
r
labourers together with God."
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TIIE DEfTH AIiD SACRIFICE OF

CHRTST

by Rev David hbtg

July

1973

Recently, attenpts lnve been nade to interpret the death of ct¡rist
i¡ the J.ight of tlre language ard practice of tlre sacrificial cultus,
both as seen i¡r tlre Old Te-sta¡rer¡t and i¡ its ccnten¡Ërary pagan world.
Firdings have been varied, h¡t their inplications have a terdersy to
drive agailst the orthodox interpretatior¡ of Ctrristrs death ¿:s propitiatory and substitt¡tionary.

j¡ter¡tion of th-is research er<ercise js to sjJt through scne
firdings,
eva}¡ate thej¡ inplications. and attsrpt to a:rive
of tlrese
perspective
of Ctrristts death j¡r the cq¡to<t of tlre sacriat a true
ficial- cultr¡s.
To irrterpret the death of fr¡rjst, there is one outstar¡dìng clue:
tlre descrþtion of tlrjstrs death is tinked with a wealth of terrninol-ogy associated with tlle sacri-ficial practice. Three related questiøls
(each disti¡ct i¡ itself ) rnay be cq¡sidered i¡ cur attørpt to urderstand &lristrs deattr as a sacrifice.
Fi-rst, what is ttre fundamental idea urderlyj¡g sacrjJicial rnorshr-þ as a roorld pherrcnrencn? Seccr-rdly, vñat are the stndes of signjficance j¡ the Israelite sacrjJiciat systøn tlrat rnight shed light on
our urderstanding of Ctrrjstrs sacrifice? Thìriily, wtnt is tlrc ccnception of sacrj-fice lying in ttre rni¡ds of the New Tqstanent r,r¡riters vùren
tlrey speak of CTrrist's death i¡ terms of sacrjfice?
the dcnr:i¡ant ideas of gift, ccnrnrnicr¡ ard propitiation are j¡ihenently present i¡ the Israelite sacrjfice. lYre h¡rntrcffering is total-1y ccnsured on the altar to rjse as an irrevocable gift to Yahv"eh.
Ttre peacercfferilg, ho,rever, is partly ccr¡sr.rred by fire and partfy
Ttre

eaten by the rtorshipper, an act sigrnifying connr:nicn. The guil-t- and
sjnrcfferir.rgs are provisions by urlr-ich the Israelite can ocpress his
rq)entance ar¡d clear his lvrongs. In the last category, together with
t¡re Passover and the Day of Atonefrent sacrifices, h¡e see clearly aæen-

ütated tlre vicarious Ernistnent

of tlre sacri-ficial victjm to vj¡dicate

Godrs jtrstice upon tlre si¡ner.

Ttris interpretatiq¡ is ccnfi¡ned in c¡lf sürdy of tIe terrninology
retated to atonenent and sacrifice. The te.rms ccnsidered bear out
ccnsistently t-Lre ccnns¡ neani¡g of a deliverance i¡itiated by God'
at a cost borne by God. Rcrnans 3¿2L-25 oçounds tlre death of cbrist
as a prcpitiatory sacrjfice satisfying the dsnar¡ds of Godrs rightecn:snqss.. Hebre¡¡s gzLL-22 enphasises the sacrifice as Godts st-prøre and
firnl provisicn for man's sj¡.
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EIþLU]ICÀT A¡TD CREATICIJ: E\IALUATED FrcIvI

A BIBLICAL Pm^SPÐITVE

by Ptrilip }4ark Heath

July

1984

the present ccrtroversy bet¡¡rcen evolution ar¡d creation did not
apear sudder¡ry, brt rlas a tr-istory s¡nrrring cer¡turies. l"fodern scierpe
is different frcrn tradition scierpe i¡ tl¡at it is qgecr:lative and yet
dognatic i¡ its assertions, n'aking inoreasjag dqrands for total aæeptance. Scierce of tlre sixteer¡tir century tnd a Biblical_ perspective,
h:t npdern scierpe is totally atheistic and rejects any belief in cod.
rhere is a need to distinguish true science frcm tlnt wtúch is speculative and dognntic. Tlre ctrristian shct¡rd welccne tn¡e scier¡ce as
it reveals more of Godrs creation and ccnfiÍrrs tlp trilth of scrþture.
To correctly understand Cær¡esis it is ifiportänt to apply sctnd
her¡reneutical princþles. rre interpreter næds to believe in a }lcly
God v¡tro wrote an inerzant Bible ard ser¡t His only son to
{ie for sj¡rful nnn. si¡ce the Bible is i¡e¡rant it cannot be treated as a nornal
book, and nr¡st be interpreted with cautis¡ and reverarrce. Ilne Bi-b1e
rn¡st be al-loq¡ed to speak for itseJ.f, and its claims ackncrvledged.
there is only one i¡terded neaning for each passage, ard wtrater¡er it
says, regardless of tc¡ric, is tnre. Ttre Bil¡le is not to be interpreted casrnlly with excqssive mysticisn or urderstood too literally wittrout attention to figmres of qgeech. Ilre Biþle dernar¡ds a uniq[e positiør, and is not cø¡sidered as an equal to scierre.

a sùrdy of tlre wtrole of @nesìs, Ctr,apters One ar¡d î^¡o are
to be eninentJ-y historical ard factr:aL. Itrey are not mythological or a nroral ta1e. Ttre purpose of tlre writer is to give a po.ì_ønic
against false beliefs and to give a trnique urderstanding of hc¡¿ tlre
earth, lifearldcivilisation started. Ttrc popular t¡eory of rJudgørent
and Restorationr is to be rejected because it nakes r.¡r¡ræ¡ranted asF?crn

seer¡

surptions and d jstorLs the grannatical cq¡structiq¡ ur¡r¡eccessarily.
Sìrnilar1y, such vieM/s as tthe Long Day of Creationr or rt¡e t\tcd.ified
Intermittent-Dayt are to be rejected si¡ce tlrey are j¡cqrsister¡t and
deny tlre clear teaching of Scripture.

Ãn e¡<arni¡ation of Ger¡esjs One reveals great consistency, sinplicity and perfection i¡ Godrs creation. A study of the Chapter in its
origirnl langr.rage helps to rni¡i¡nise the urcertainty irr its inteqgre
tation, ttrough tlrere are nrany questions wtrich m¿st still be left unans'vr¡ered. The acccr.rnt clearly denies ttre possibility of evolution vtrile
it st4ports the findiags of trre scierce. Cænesis One is tlre four¡dation upon wh-ictr tlre wtrole Bjble is based and, thenefore, essential.
Ilre present tiÍÞ j.s one of great change as the cu:rently aæepted
ideas of evolution are being rq>Iaced by tlre nerrr tlreory of tR¡r¡ctr¡ated
EquiliJrrium. I Bi-blebelievir¡g Ctri,stiåns can rsrein untrq¡bled as
they trust i¡ tlrc tineless tmths of tlle Scripture.

69

TTIB NURruRE OF CHIT,DREN

]N

THE CHRTSTTAN KINDMGARTEN A}¡D

THB NI]RSEFY SCÍI@L

by

loo Ch-i¡
JuIy 1-984

CÏrcw

(¡Ars)

Ilre purpose of tl¡-is paper is to prove tlnt ctúldren i¡ tìe kjrdergarten and nurserlt are not too your¡g to ]s¡cn¡ uùro and rirtn'i: God is,
neitlrer are tlrey to be ccr¡sidered prenËture to receive Cl¡rist.

Ilre fi¡st chapter gives a biblical vigv¡ of children, the ctr-ildrenrs ccncept of God, and tlre r¡se of ttre Bi-ble with children. Ch¡ildren
can be rnrrh¡red jn tlre lncrutedge of our Lord because they are religious
beings and can be ner¡ creatures i¡ fr¡rist by accepting Jesus Ctrrjst
as ttrej¡ Saviour as tlre fbly Spirit leads tìern. Children nust be
taught the proper theological e,oncept of God becat¡se they thhk of
God i¡ a figiurative way: tlrclt He is liJ<e a nnn witLt a head, hands and
fegs. It is the responsiJrility of Chri.stiar¡ teachers and ¡nrent-s to
teach the *:riptrrres to ctrildren, for God gave a di¡ect and eçticit
ccnrnand to Hi.s pecple through l'lcses i¡ Dqrteroncûly 6¿ 4-7 .
In tlre secø¡d clnpters, the qr:alìficatiqr of a teacher and the
Jnportance of her role j¡ teaching and nurburing the childrer¡ are discussed. In orden to nurh¡re tlre ctr-ildren j¡ tJle Lord effectively,
the teacher nust be a born-again befiever and tnve a conviction of
a tr-igh "calling" as a teacher. only wtren she realises her inportant
role and the significance of a clúIdrs Iìfe, will she be effective
in bringing tlre kncn'dedge of Clrrist to the ch-iId.

In tlte tlr-i.rd chapter, tLre topics of tlre o<ercise of school discþline and curricu}¡n are brought forth. Biblical discipline contaj¡s
tr,vo p.rinnry ørphases - tìat of i¡struction or edr¡catic¡r, and tlnt of
chasterring or corzectirtg. Ch-ildren should be j¡¡structed not nerely
by verbal teactr-ing brt also by the o<anples of tlrejr teachers. Ihe
school should set a ct¡rricuLun that v'ould give the ch¡-ildren a bijrlical-

pictrrre of tlre rærld, of tlrern'selves, and of Cbrist. The maj¡ cbjectives are to lead tlre childrer¡ to a saving lmøv.lledge of our Lord Jesus
CTìri.st, to help those vitro bave accepted Clrrist to be n¡¡re like Hjm
in daily living, arrd to clnllenge thern to stnre tlre Cospel with others.

called to serve j¡ the ftrj.stiar¡ kirdengarten
and rurrsery school are co-Iabor¡rers wittr God. TYrey can help tlre childrents qpiritrrat livqs by sctring the seed of the Gospel j¡ thej¡ hearts
as t¡qÍ teach ar¡d play with the ch-ildren. God will ther¡ use Hjs Word
to lprk i¡ tlre lives of ttre ch-ildren i¡ His o¡r¡ tine.
Teachers lvtro are
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( ('T'n" College marches on its
I belly" is perhaps an apt deI scription of the need for the
efficient daily provision of good meals for
FEBC students. Studying God's Word
certainly demands much from each not
only mentally and spiritually, but physically as well. The work of the FEBC
kitchen is therefore not to be underestimated; it is highly essential for the wellbeing and progress of the College.

dinner preparation duties. This experience has become a part of the overall
training of students and preparation for
the future.
The logistics of preparing enough food
is no easy task, for the 'Dining Club'
includes a student body of sixty, plus
part-time students, resident pastors' families and other 'friends of the College'. An
average of about forty-five kilograms of
rice are consumed each week! The planning of the menu involves considerations
such as providing a balanced diet, providing meals which are substantial and yet
varied enough to ensure that students are
contented (and thus having little need to
seek alternative snacks at the Newton
Hawker centre nearby!).

For twenp-one years, this ministry has
been the concern of the principal's wife,
namely Mrs lvy Tow, whose familiar
presence has endeared her to the student

body as "the college mum". Besides
lecturing every semester in Elementary
Greek, she has largely been the one
responsible for ensuring that the students
receive their prepared portions of the
Lord's daily provision for the College.
Except for some periods of time when
full-time cooks were employed, Mrs Tow
has also been greatly involved in cooking
meals, in addition to planning the menu
and marketing for each week's rations.
The students assist her in many aspects,
and many have learnt the culinary art
through being rostered for breakfast and

College students helping ín the kitchen.

Though this work has at times been
discouraging to our 'college mum', she
has persevered, and even gone further:
catering for the College's end-of-term
dinners, providing extra refreshments and
snacks after night lectures, during heated
study for examinations, and even during
the examinations themselves!
Praise God for such a college mum!r
7l
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letters for me today?"
"Please photostat 2 sets of these
notes."
"l have to renew my student visa. I
need a letter."
These are a few of the more common
requests students bring to the Office. And
the Office 'girls,' though often busy and
pressed for time, try to meet each request
with a smile and a Pleasant word.
The administrative and clerical work of
the Far Eastern Bible College and the Life
B-P Church takes place in an office in a
corner on the first floor of the FEBC
Block. Here telephones ring and typewriters clatter as the work of a vibrant Bible
College and a 1000-member Church gets
done.

in student body and faculty size, but also
offered'
in new courses and programmes''Al
Level
the
of
addition
recent
the
With
for
"Basic
Theology
DiviniÇ Studies and
has
Everyone" evening courses, the work

computer system, the Life Church membersñip records have been computerised
and it is hoped that the College operations may have the advantage of complete computerisation soon. There is a
need for qualified Persons to helP
customise a system for the College.

Two secretaries work under the supervision of the Principal and the Registrar.
Guek Mui, ebullient and outgoing, is
people-oriented and enjoys helping the

Miss Lim Seen Seen

In the early years of the College, the
office work was done by the Principal
himself. Today,.there are two full-time
secretaries, seasonal part-time help, and
much more in furniture and equipment so
that there is now little room for further
expansion. This growth reflects the progress and growth of the College, not only
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students and interacting with them. Seen
Seen, the more reserved, likes tackling
the varied responsibilities and challenges
which come her way. Though their styles
are so different, they have one thing in
common: the belief that the Lord had led
them to work in FEBC and the conviction
that their task is to serve the students and

the College for the advancement of the
Lord's Kingdom.
The Office is both a nente centre and
support unit of the College. The secretaries are responsible for assisting the Principal and Registrar in implementing decisions made by the Board of Directors and

seldom gets tense because it is lightened
by laughter and thanksgivirtg. Guek Mui
never fails to produce a laugh and get
everyone to smile along with her.
The Office staff do not see their work as
simply accomplishing their daily duties.
They realise the spiritual objectives of the

Miss Tan Guek Muí

Faculty. They keep College and student
records, handle correspon dence, process
applications, answer enquiries, type
notes, exam papers and model answers,
and provide student services. In addition,
they tackle the assorted tasks that crop up
in the day-to-day life of the College, from
calling the plumber to actually wielding
screwdriver and spanner to do minor

FEBC and their role in supporting it in
prayer. That is why they set aside a
half-hour after lunch everyday to pray for
each other, for the students and lecturers,
and for the work of the College. This
blessed time spent each day has not only
brought many answered prayers but also
wrought a strong bond between those
working together in the Office.

repairs.
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If you are looking for a place of peace
and quiet, don't go to the Office. The
ringing of telephones and the sound of
happy chatter are never far from its walls.
This is especially so during semester time:
lecturers drop in. for a telephone call or
meet to chat, students pop in for some
matter or another
all the while as
photocopier
the
whirs
clatter,
þpewriters
and the telephone rings impatiently, No
matter how hectic it gets, the atmosphere

The secretaries look forward to meeting the challenges ahead. Seen Seen
plans to streamline the Office process.
Guek Mui hopes that the staff may be
better used of the Lord as instruments to
serve the students and help meet their
needs. As the FEBC enters her 26th year,
their goal is that the Office may give
greater support to the College as it surges
forward in its mandate to "train labourers
together with God."
I
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he idea of a Christian Book Ministw for Life Church is almost as old
as the founding of the Church
itself! Soon after we started out at Prinsep
Street in October 1950, we thought of
asking our parent Church the use of one

'Tt
I
I

of two little rooms flanking the main
entrance. The name of our intended
Bookroom was "Malaysia Christian."

In September 1979, the business was
given over to new management, a private
enterprise headed by another FEBCer,
Bro. Paul Wong. With much drive and

vision, the old bookshop was given a
completely new dressing. An ad¡oining
classroom of the College was annexed to
the new bookroom, now called Christian
Life Book Centre, to enhance its eficiency.

As things did not work out, the pastor,
nevertheless, became a self-appointed
colporteur. He tried to promote God's
Word by taking stocks from the Bible
SocieÇ and selling them wherever he
could.

With the building of Life B-P Church
on our own property at Gilstead Road,
the book ministry idea took more con-

û':

r

\

crete shape. That corner-room now used
by AF, S.S. and a host of others, was
originally our Malaysia Christian Bookroom. Starting out with little capital, we
continued to sell Bibles and slowly added
Christian books. The little profit realised
provided a work scholarship for one
FEBC student'who was its sole colporteur
and manageress. When up-country Gospel trips were made, we brought along
Bibles and books which always enjoyed
good patronage, which shows the importance of outdoor-salesmen.

::

In January 1976, another FEBCer,
upon graduation, found a job with Life
Book Centre, now an official project of
the Church. This business was managed

3. to make these materials available at

by a Church Committee, leaving the sole
employee to do the day-to-day business.
The business, without private initiative
and whole-hearted devotion, was bound
to fail. It ground to a halt in August 1979,
when the pastor had just returned from a
year's service in the States.
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The CLBC staff

The objectives of the book

today are still the

centre
same as that at the

beginning:

1. to supply God's word

-

Bibles

2. to promote godly and edifying

Christ-

ian literature, music, etc.
affordable prices.

It is seven years since our Christian
Book Ministry was committed to private
enterprise. But that does not mean that it
is

not our Book Ministry. As long as Bibles

and sound Christian Books and associated goods such as Christian gifts (like the

JESUS SAVES clock and TEN COM-

S

o
.,

c
a
g

c
n

i-

MANDMENTS) continue to be sold, this
CLBC is as much our continuing witness
as their enterprise. The Church benefits
CLBC and CLBC benefits the Church in
a symbiotic relationship. How many times
when you needed a Bible, a music book,
a Christian gift, a book on theology, have
you not walked in, without trouble, to get
that thing you wanted? The approved
one-hour opening of the Book Centre
after Sunday service has met many an
urgent need.
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The following books from our
principal's pen are available from CLBC:

1. Songs and Verses from the Holy

2.

Land
John Sung RevivalSermons, Vol. I
Vol II

&

3. Pioneering in Dyak Borneo.

By
Jason Linn, translated by T.Tow
4. ln John Sun's Steps the Story of
Lim Puay Hian
5. John Sung My Teacher
6. The Gospel of Life
7. The Gospel Prophets
8. The Law of Moses and of Jesus
9. Calvin's Institutes Abridged, Vol. I,

BKI&II
10. Calvin's Institutes Abridged, Vol. I &
ll (in one bindingl, in the press
Lectures to
11. The Asian Awakening
- Spurgeon's
School of Theology,
Tabernacle, 1986
o

e

Besides FEBC students and Life
Church members, the Book Centre is
patronized by many pastors, full time
workers and keen readers from various

cerned. Oh, the amount of Gospel firepower that will be lost by our Church
should CLBC be no more!

denominations. CLBC is also purchasing
agent for the FEBC library.

How can we help? Apart from bearing
this mutual burden in prayer, say a kind
word to our brother, his wife and associates. Patronise our own Book Centre!
When giving a birthday or wedding gift,
get yours from our own bookroom. Give
Bibles! Give good Christian books!

Since 1983, Christian Life has ventured
rt

n

into publishing and reprinting selected
titles such as John Sung my Teacher,
Willmington's Guide to the Bible, etc.
Publishing works also began in the areas
of sacred music, scriptural gifts, and cards.

e

it
)s

ie

I-

At present, everybody knows that the
recession has held down many lines of
business. CLBC is naturally affected. As
founder of the Christian Book Ministry of
Life Church, the pastor is most con-

What can my few dollars do, buying a
a dozen postcards? "Many a
mickle makes a muckle," says a Scottish
proverb. In Chinese it is, "Little hairs can
make a quilt." The story of Christian Life
Book Centre began in a small waY, but
r
the avenue ahead is wide.

book or
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COUNTRIES REPRESENTED BY FOREIGN STUDENTS
country

râ
óû \0
O\

O\

AUSTRALIA
BRITAIN
BRUNEI
BURMA
INDIA
INDONESIA
ISRAEL
JAPAN
KENIYA

no. of students

3
4
1
1

7

22
1

3
3

country

KOREA
MALAYSIA
NEW ZEALAND
NORWAY
PHILIPPINES
TAIWAN
THAILAND
U.S.A.
VIETNAM

no, of students

9
35
1

2
2

4
5
1
1
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ATTAINMENT

OCCUPATION

Ivy Tow (Mrs)

BTh

Jeanette Packer (Mrs)

Cert RK

Lecturer, Far Eastern Bible College,
Singapore
Speaker, National Panel of Christian
Women Communicating International, Australia

Peggy Yeo

B Th, MA

Regional Research Officer, United,
Asia Pacific ReBible Societies

James Chan Lay Seng

Dip Th

Associate Pastor, Calvary B-P

Cert RK
Dip Th, BRE, MA, MRE, M Div, D Min

Church Worker, Thailand
Pastor, First Chinese Baptist Church,
California USA

BTh

Pastor, Kuala Lumpur B-P Church

NAME
1966

t967
gron

-

L969
Suvana Ngarmsithichoke
Peter Tow Siang Kwang

1970
Liew Hon Seng

Malaysia

Gan Sai Lin

Th

t97t
Swee Thian Hoe

B Th, M Div, M Th

Peter Chua

Dip Th

Pastor, Sharon B-P Church, Singapore

BTh

Pastor's wife, USA
Lecturer's wi[e
Pastor, Leng Kwang Baptist Church,
Singapore

1972
Trinh Hyong Linh (Mrs)
Cynthia Ho (Mrs)
Goh Seng Fong

Cert RK
Cert RK, MA, M Div

1973
Pastor/Lecturer, Mount Carmel B-P
Church/FEBC, Singapore

David Wong

B Th, MA

Charlie Tan

B Th, M Div

Tan Wai Choon

Cert Ed, Dip Th, M Div, STM, Th D

Lecturer, Trinity Theological Col-

Tony Ting

Dip Th, BA, MA, GDTM

Counsellor, SAF Counselling Cen-

Stephen Kuan (Deceased)
Low Tiang Hock
Tiew Ah Tuan

Dip Th
Dip Th LLB
Dip Th

Pastor/Lecturer, Bethany B-P
Church/FEBC, Singapore
lege, Singapore
tre, Singapore
Advocate & Solicitor, Singapore
Kindergarten Principal, Kota Tinggi,

Johore, Malaysia

t974
Daniel Lee Kok Pheng

B Th, M Min, MA, Ph D

Tang Tze Kok

Dip Th

Han Joong Sik

BA,BTh,MDiv

Joseph Ong

B Th, MCE,

Pastor/Lecturer, Methodist Church/
Trinity Theological College, Singapore
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Administrator, Eagles Evangelism,

MA

I

Singapore
Head Chaplain, Soong Sil University, Seoul, Korea
Pastor/Lecturer, Emmanuel B-P
Church/FEBC, Singapore

John Lim

B Th, M Div, STM, D Min

Pastor/

Lecturer. Thomson

Road

Baptist Church, Singapore
Anne Heng (Mrs)

1975
n
t-

d

tP

Deborah Lukito
Linda Kwee-Harlim (Mrs)
Eddy Ho Pitt Lup
Margaret Tan
lrene Tay

BTh MA
BTh
BTh M Div

Yusniar Sianturi (Mrs)
Mike Manning
Peter D. Lester

Cert RK

t977

Cert RK, Dip Th
Cert RK, Dip Th (Lon), MA
Cert RK, Dip Th
Cert RK, B Th

Pastor's wife, Los Angeles, USA
Lecturer
Christian Teacher, Brunei
Training Executive, Eagles Evangel
ism, Singapore
Pastor's wife, Siantar, lndonesia
Church Worker

Bob Phee

Dip Th, Dip Th (Lon), B Th, M Div, Th M

Pastor/Registrar, Sembawang B-P
Church/FEBC, Singapore

Anthony Tan

BTh

Betty Mui (Mrs)

B Th, MRE, MA

Pastor, Nazareth B-P Church, Singapore
Pastor's wife, Taipo Baptist Church,
Hong Kong

I

n

BTh

t978
Esther Liejardi (Mrs)

BTh

Wyle Tan

B Th, MA

Far Eastern
In-

Vice-president/Lecturer,

Bible Institute, W. Kalimantan,
donesia

Lay Ministries, Wesley

Methodist

Church, Singapore
Michael Chung

BTh

Tan Choon Seng

BTh

Sahat D. Siregar

BTh

Brutus Balan

BTh

Joseph Tang

Dip Th

lan Heng

Dip Th, BA, MA, MA

Rebecca Ong Ah Eng (Mrs)
Tan Eng Boo

Dip Th
Dip Th

a

h

-P

-P

rl-

Patria Centre, Singapore
Pastor, Shalom B-P Church, Singapore
Lecturer, I.A.K.P.S., Medan, Indonesia
Pastor/Teacher, Wyndham Peoples
Church Inc., Wyndham, Australia
Assistant Pastor, Bartley Christian
Church, Singapore
Assistant to the Pastor, Zion B-P
Church, Singapore

Pastor, Grace B-P Church, Singapore

Kwan Mei Fung
George Kutty

Dip Th
Cert RK, B Th

Kam Siew Eng

Cert RK

n-

L979
gi,

Pastor/Principal, Patria Church/

Peter Eng

B Th, M D¡v, M Th

Calvin Channing

Dip Th

Bud Subramaniam

Dip Th

Kim Kah Teck

Dip Th

Rosalind Ng

Dip Th

Missionary to Vietnamese refugees,
Rhode Island, USA
Staff Nurse, Singapore

to the Pastor/Lecturer
New Life B-P Church/FEBC
Christian worker, Emmanuel
Assistant

Church, New Zealand

ht
¡a-

m,

Pastor, Bethlehem Jurong Tamil B-P
Church
Preacher, Sharon Rose B-P Church,
Sarawak, Malaysia
Nurse, Singapore

'sl-

1980
i-P

Seah Eng Chee
Yap Beng Shin

B Th
B Th

Law student, SingaPore

Pastor, Bethlehem

Jurong

B-P

Church, Singapore
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Freddy Yong

BTh

Pauline Kim (Mrs)

BTh

Lau Chin Kwee

Dip Th, Dip Th

Theresa Yong (Mrs)

Cert RK

1981
Glorya Siregar (Mrs)

BTh

Dohar Siregar

BTh

Tan Boon Kwang
Seah Yoke Fun (Mrs)

BTh

Staff-worker, Zion B-P Church, Singapore
Preacher's wife, Sharon Rose B-P
Church, Sarawak, Malaysia
Pastor, Evangelical Reformed
Church of Singapore
School Teacher, Calvary
B-P

Christian worker, B-P Church, Indonesia

Christian worker, B-P Church, Indonesia

Th

L982
Eric Kwan

BTh

Assistant to the Pastor, New Life B-P

Albert Ong

B Th, MA, M Div, Th M

Yap Kim Sin

B Th MA. STM

Staff-worker/Lecturer, Mount Carmel B-P Church/FEBC, Singapore
Assistant to the Pastor, Zion B-P

Andrew Bo

Dip Th

Church, Singapore
Pastor/Missionary, Laymen's
Lutheran Mission, Norway

Hou Lok Chuan
Ng Sang Chiew

Dip Th
Dip Th

Preacher, Kelapa Sawit B-P Church,

Elina Tan

Dip Th

Children's work, Bethel B-P Church,
Melbourne, Australia

Petra Wong

Cert RK

Church, Singâpore

Malaysia

1983
Peter John Clements

BTh

Pastor, Presbyterian Church of Australia, New South Wales, Australia

Richard M. Kivai

BTh

Pastor/Lecturer, Katituni Church/
Bible College of E. Africa, Africa

Lau Choon Poh

BTh

Stephen K. Masila

BTh

Karen Quek

BTh

Robert Yeo

Dip Th

Jimmy Choo

Cert RK

Pauline Lim Siew Hwa
Daniel Tan

Cert RK

Church (Mutondoni) Reformed Bible
Institute, Kenya
Preacher, Hougang Mission Chapel,
Singapore
Pastor/Principal, Africa Church Mitaboni/Africa Church (Mutondoni) Reformed Bible lnstitute, Kenya
StafÊworker, Zion B-P Church, Singapore
Anti-drug Counsellor, Helping
Hands, Singapore
Student, William Jewell College,
USA

Cert RK

Broker, Singapore

Timothy Chong
Cliff Chow

BTh

Tutor in DiviniÇ Studies, Singapore
Pastor, Singapore Baptist Church,

Ruth Chow Loo Chin (Mrs)

BTh

Philip Mark Heath

BTh

Monica Lau (Mrs)

BTh

1984
B Th, M Div (Candidate)

Singapore

80

Pastor's wife, Singapore Baptist
Church, Singapore
Preacher, Calvary B-P Church, Singapore; B-P Church of Western Australia, Australia

h, Sing

Jess Tamee (Mrs)

B'th

¡se B-P

Colin Wong Yew Kei

BTh

:formed

Cephas Chong
Lim Hai Seng

Dip Th

Businessman. Sabah, Malaysia

Drp Th

Youth Leader, Gereja Grace Batu

lrene Lee

Dìp Th

Pahat, Malaysia
Film Evangelist,
K.L , Malaysia

Catherine Ng

Dip Th

Calvary

'ch, In-

ch,

Missionary, Frontier Labourers for
Christ. Thailand

Pastor, Christian Concern
Community, Singapore

AVL

&

Care

Evangelism,

Staff-worker, Grace B-P Church,
Singapore
Kobe J

nt

Th

S¿tsuko Takashima
In-

1985
Kimiko Goto

BTh

Stephen Khoo
Bcnjamin Loo

B Th, M DiV

Prachan Rodruan

BTh

Lecturer, Far Easte¡n Bible lnstitute,
Kalimantan, lndonesia
Lecturer, FEBC, Singapore
Student, Far East Advanced School
of Theology, Philippines

W

BTh

ife B-P

t Carrpore
n B-P

Pastor, Yala Baptist Church, Yala,
Thailand

Teacher, Christian

Jenrrifer Thien

BTh

Charr Lai Ping

Dip Th

Patrick Lee Yet Hong

Dip Th

Samuel Yee Mani

Dip Th

Playschool/
Nursery, Sabah, Malaysia
Staff-worker, The Tabernacle, Singapore

Church worker, Mount Carmel B-P
Church, Singapore

hurch,

Christian worker, Chiangmai, Thailand

h

urch,

1986
J

P

Youth worker, Chinese Church,
Jakarta, Indonesia
Staff-worker, L¡fe B-P Church, Singapore

Dip l'h

Daniel Arianto

Dip Th

David

f AusJoshua Jamaludin
Eddy Lirr

DpTh
DpTh

Sta[[-worker. Mount Carmel B-P

Africa
Bible

Irene Loo (Mrs)

Dip Th

Church, Singapore
Student, Far East Advanced School
of Theology, Philippines

rapel,

Agus Siregar

Dip Th

Prasit Kanrneung

Cert RK

Ranto Sirrarrjuntak

Cert RK

ralia
lurch

/

Mita-

Preacher, B-P Church of North
Sumatra, lndonesia
Preacher, Independent Thai Church,
Thailand
lndependent Christiarr worker, North
Sumatra, Indonesia
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THE POINT

All you who seek to sewe the LORD,
Who boldly preach to all the Word,
Be careful that you live each day
Upon the straight and narrow way !

Be wary, for you are the one
The point man with a race to run,
Depended on to show the way
By all who seek that bright new day !
Lead, therefore, by the Holy Writ!
Stretch not the Truth, but stand on it.
Reflect our LORD in word and deed;
To His commands take earnest heed !
Live not above the Master here.
Tread not upon His cross so dear!
If you would not His bondslave be
You serve yourself, 'tis plain to see !

-John
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his semester, FEBC sees another
addition to the growing student
body, of one who has been faith-

children to provide for the demands of
of his preaching and administration responsibilities in his church, he hesitated
for about three years to consider Rev
Timothy Tow's suggestion that he should
study at FEBC.

days as a young professing Christian in
Sitiawan.

Though he had a Christian upbringing
and attended a mission school, his life
lacked whole-hearted commitment to
God until he came to Kelapa Sawit and
married a Chin Lien Bible Seminary
graduate in 1961. Since then, not only
has his knowledge of God's Word increased, but also his zeal to serve the
Lord; a zeal which has continued unabatedly in spite of Mrs John Ling being
taken to glory to be with the Lord a few
years ago.

I
.t
:

Elder John Ling's desire in coming to
the College is not to obtain a certificate or
degree, but more to equip himself with
the knowledge of the Word and sound
doctrine so that he could be more effective in serving the Lord. His decision,
which came early this year, was not an
easy one to make. With four growing

His resolve to trust in God to provide
for his needs as he studies, began to take
root during the time of his wife's terminal
illness in 1985. He was amazed by the
way the Lord had comforted his wife

through the hymns he sang and the
verses he read to her from the Bible. He
realised that since God could help his
wife in such a desperate situation, He
could also help to provide for his needs.
This intimate encounter with God's love
and power, combined with a deep conviction from Revelation L4:73 that one's
works {or the Lord are the only things
which can be taken to heaven, caused
Elder Ling to decide to study the Word of
God fulltime. He turned down attractive
post-retirement offers to teach in private
schools and cast all his cares upon the
Lord (1 Peter 5:7)
To expand God's Kingdom is what he
longs to do. He envisions the planting of

more Gospel stations in Johor State.
Presently, they have two outreaches,

namely Air Bemban and Bukit Batu. But

the problems faced are manifold. The
high turnover rate of the youth, the
increase of influence from Charismatics
and other groups, and the lack of faithful,
trained workers are some problems which
the church is confronted with. Elder Ling
sees that the greatest need of the church
is the need for more labourers to be sent
to the harvest field. In his own words:
"Let more people sacrifice their earthly
things, come to the Lord and work for

Him

fulltime."

I
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tTt n" heart of a young budding
I architect was stirred and his soul
I burdened after listening to a series
of Sunset Gospel Hour messages held at
Calvary Pandan B-P Church, on the 'Call
of Christ'. This led Quek Suan Yew to
subsequently give up his career in order
to heed the Lord's call to 'take up the
cross and follow Me' (Mark 10:21). Today Suan Yew is an active member of that
very church where he heard the call and
is in his final year of study in FEBC.

spective, understand people and learn to
be patient and tolerant. Suan Yew's
concept of a full-time worker has been
broadened by the many varied duties
which are part of a student's life, such as
gardening, cooking and cleaning of
toilets and fishponds. This provides a
'total' kind of learning experience and
preparation.

Some personal convictions which he
has developed in his study here are: the
need for humility, the need to constantly
strive harder for the Lord, the need to
guard against the tendency of regarding
Scripfure merely as a textbook, and the
need to 'live out' these doctrines. "l feel
very indebted to my lecturers and to the
Lord for the many precious lessons that I
have learned. . . am very grateful to
them for enabling me to live my life now
correctly based on the right doctrines."

I

When he first heard of FEBC, Suan
Yew was attracted by its strong stand
regarding biblical separation and its
emphasis on the teaching of the original
languages of the Bible. When he enrolled
as a student, he found that the pressure of
study here was greater than what he had
experienced in University ! Despite that,
he has applied himself, with challenged
interest to his studies and considers the
pressure as good training.

Suan Yew appreciates how the
teaching here has ellectively revealed
some effoneous teachings which he had
been holding on to all along, especially
concerning the doctrines of prayer and
salvation. According to him, the training
"equips me with the basic principles
which I can supplement with my own
study." Adapting and adjusting to fellow
students of different countries and cultures have helped him broaden his per84

Suan Yew has become particularly
concerned about two crucialissues facing

the church today: the issue of biblical
separation and the issue of Bible interpretation. Of the latter, he is concerned
that many Christians are holding the view
that the Bible has so many interpretations
and that any interpretation which suits
one's conscience can be taken, since no
one knows which is correct. He believes
that this has been the cause of the swing
to the Charismatics by many Christians.
He therefore greatly appreciates the high
view of Scripture held by FEBC.

Concerning his future, Suan Yew
hopes to continue his present work in the
University outreach of the B-P Church,
and to help in whatever way he can in his
church. His sole ambition is to teach and
preach the Word of God, anywhere and

everywhere.
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t fifÇ-eight years of age, Elder Koa
A of Muar Trinity Church is still very
L^ I much in the Lord's service,
preaching the Word of God at various
churches in the Muar Area. And for the
past six years, the Lord has helped him to
maintain this ministry while teaching
music in Muar, studying hard during the
week at FEBC, making long journeys to
and from Malaysia, teaching Church
Music at the College (while Mrs. Koa
teaches pianoforte) and caring for the
needs of his musically-gifted family.

A grandson of two pastors, Elder Koa's
spiritual convictions were deeply wrought
in a Chinese Presbyterian home, in Sunday School and in the Presbyterian mission school he attended, where he received a bilingual education, becoming
proficient both in English and Mandarin.
Elder Koa relates, "ln those days, we had
to attend Sunday School and Church
services, which were compulsory. On the
following morning, the headmaster of the
mission school would ask every student,
'what was the message yesterday?'. If you
answered wrongly then you would get a
penalþ such as a few strokes of the
cane."
FEBC's introduction to Elder Koa dates

back to the 1960's when Rev Timothy
Tow made regular preaching trips to
Muar. In the course of fellowship with
him, Rev Tow extended many invitations
to him to come and study in the then
newly-established College. Because he
felt that proper formal training in God's
Word would greatly benefit his ministry,
Elder Koa eventually enrolled at FEBC in

1981 as a part-time student, and 2r/z
years later, as a full-time student.

Studying at FEBC has established Elder

Koa's conviction to serve the Lord fulltime. He has also been better equipped
with preaching skills and sound doctrine.
He has especially learned much concerning the Charismatic movement, Liberal

theology and other modern religious

problems. Despite the difficulty of age, he
has seen God's grace sustaining him
through College. As teacher of Church
Music in the College, he would like to
develop the training of students in songleading and choir-conducting.

The College students have come to
regard Elder Koa as an 'uncle' because of
his concerned fatherly nature. Concerning the students, he comments that most
of them are very disciplined and cooperative.

Following his graduation, he hopes to
continue to help in the Churches in the

Muar district, namely Rawang

B-P

Church, Parit Jawa Presbyterian Church
and Bakri Presbyterian Church in West
Malaysia. He envisions the formation of a
Bible-Presbyterian English Service in
Muar because many of the other English
Services have turned Charismatic re-

cently.
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strong points". This is the"Jä"
opinion
of
Michael Koech, a Kenyan who came to
study at FEBC in January 1984, on the
recommendation of a missionary
country.

in his

Born in a predominantly Christian na-

tion to non-Christian parents, Michael
became a Roman Catholic through the

mission schoolhe attended. However, his
convlctions changed, when the church
allowed its members to have an informal
Bible study after church every Sunday. As
result, they rejected some of the
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church,
and were eventually asked to leave the
church. A year later, Michael enrolled in a

ticularly appreciates the Doctrine of
Salvation. This is the first time that
Michael has stayed outside of Kenya, but
he was well-prepared through feedback
gained from other Kenyan FEBC graduates. During his stay here, Michael saw
much time spent with the Lord. The Lord
had also guided him in his studies and his
stewardship and supplied his material
needs. The close fellowship, corporate
prayer and sharing of personal calling,
convictions and problems with other students from different backgrounds and
countries have benefitted him.

a

Bible School in Nairobi to get to know
more about God's Word. However, he
did not dedicate himself wholly on a
full-time basis until he was convicted to
do so in church evangelistic programmes
during his vacations.
Having obtained a diploma, and due to

the need for trained workers to teach
God's Word, Michael was sent by his
church to study at FEBC. According to

Michael, "The main problem (in Kenya)is
ignorance. Many people are Christians
but do not know the Bible very well
. . . Many of the false religions have
taken advantage of the situation to start
their own churches. There is a need to
contend for the faith".

Looking back, he is thankful for his
training at FEBC, even though he had to
struggle very hard and be disciplined in
his use of time. He has now gained a
clearer understanding of Systematic
Theology and Calvin's Institutes and par86

Michael likes the church and college
combination for the practical training it
affords, and has been serving actively in
Sharon B-P Church. He has been greatly
encouraged by the Wednesday evangelism sessions of the Bible College: "Since
I came here I have witnessed to more
people than any other time since I became a Christian."

He will be going back to pastor

a

church, oversee a number of small village
congregations and teach in the Bible
School .in Nairobi. If the Lord wills, he
would like to be involved in Missions, to
preach to remote unevangelized nomadic
tribes and also to the neighbouring countries of Tanzania, Uganda and Zaire. r
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he Church today needs book-bybooL Bible expósition. If we consistently teach ìhe Word of God in
a systematic wâg, we would be fed
with it, rather than instruct a verse here
and there." This is Colin Wong's firm
conviction. He applies and teaches what
he has learnt at FEBC to the Church he
has pastored for five years.
Colin became a Christian in Secondary
Four, rejecting his childhood dedication
to the monkey god and leaving the
Seventh-Day Adventist Church. Two
years later, the Lord burdened his heart
with a desire to enter full-time service. He
nearly joined "The Children of God," a
cult group, but his pastor's timely warning
saved him. He subsequently gave up his
job as a maintenance fitter to serve the
Lord in the OM (Operation Mobilisation).

During the intensive training he received with OM, he truly experienced
providing his
God working in his life
financial needs, preserving his life, and
giving him opportunities to preach the
Gospel in many countries. He served in
Europe, Israel, Latin America, and finally
in India for lVz fruitful years. These
experiences helped Colin to realise how
scarce was the availabilip of clear and
comprehensive Bible teaching in churches and Bible Colleges around the
world. Returning to Singapore in 1981,
he left the OM to serve in a small
fellowship of about 30 members. This
fellowship later made use of the Life B-P
Church premises for Saturday meetings,
as Life Church held a similar stand for the
truth. At Rev Tow's, the Life Church
pastor's, suggestion, this fellowship became an independent church, "Christian
Fellowship and Missions", in September
1983. Colin became its pastor.

Colin, with his wife, Phoebe, then
enrolled in FEBC. They were blessed
with a baby daughter, Joy, in Colin's final
year. Colin is graduating with B.Th. in
September 1987. After 4lz years at Bible
College, he sees that the student life is
good training for those entering the mission field where interaction with other
people is so important. He holds in high
regard FEBC's non-compromising stand
for the Truth, its dedicated, well-qualified
and exemplary Principal and lecturers,
and its family spirit. He particularly
appreciates the depth of study in the
Biblical languages of Hebrew and Greek,
and has been fully convinced about
Covenant theology and the doctrine of
separation.

After graduation, Colin would like to
continue to serve as a pastor. His heart's
desire is to "present every man perfect in
Christ Jesus" (Col. 1:28), to teach the
Word of God, to strengthen and encourage God's people, and to see them grow
in the faith and in the knowledge of Jesus

Christ.
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gregation of Tamil worshippers which has
grown to a sizeable 40-50 members in
just 31/z years. This was a direct result of
the College's Wednesday evangelism
programme, which he began to take part
in when he enrolled as a student here.
Today, he continues to serve this congregation, which has becom e the Life
Church Tamil Service, and can even
converse and sing in Tamil, though he is
not able to preach in this difficult language yet.

G

@\

23 through the help of Shu Feng (now
Mrs Wan), who brought him to Newton
Life Church. After two years he developed the conviction that he should
leave his job as an executive in an
automotive engineering firm to serve the
Lord fulltime. He finally enrolled at a
local Bible College after much prayer.
After a year of part-time study and
Church work, he was encouraged by his
Pastor to come to FEBC.
During his years of study here, Khwen

Brother Wan conducting a BÍble study at Mt. Carmel

"Brother Wan", as he is commonly
known to others, has a heart for the Tamil
people: "This love for the Tamil People is
something which I cannot explain," he
says. "l always have a búrning desire
within me to go and reach out to the
Tamil people. I can also see that the Lord
is adding joy to this ministry and always
opening the Tamil door to me". For this
reason, he is also presently assisting in a
new Tamil ministry which has begun at
Mount Carmel B-P Church.
1
a

i

Born into a non-Christian family,
Khwen Lam was converted at the age of

j
i

i
l

l
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Lam has also become involved in a
Christian Education ministry at the Far
Eastern Kindergarten, which is located
right in FEBC. He likes to minister to
children, and has been blessed with a
baby daughter, Grace, who came late last
year.

With so many things to cope with
during his student years, he is thankful
that God has enabled him in all of his
work. He confesses, "l am not cut out for
study. I'm poor in writing and intellectual
things". He has however greatly benefited from gaining a clear understanding of
Christian beliefs, and a firm convictioñ of
taking a stand for them. For all of these
things, Khwen Lam is grateful to his alma

mater.

r

i!¡t:¡¡i¡11::t.t, rir,,iôrot¡t,¡'Ì,,: :ii.ç11¡:t'ly:tt ì'¿,i,íirii ir,i!t11r

tTt
I
|,

he Far Eastern Kindergarten (FEK),
a ministry of Life B-P Church, has
just seen the addition of two new
members to its staff: These are graduating
Frieda Lee and Sandra
FEBC students
who -have a friendship which
Chay
- to the time before they came
dates back
to FEBC. Their shared interests began
when they were working in the same
printìng company, and carried on when
they began worshipping and serving in
the Life Church Mandarin Service. By the
Lord's providence, both enrolled into
FEBC at the same time!

Sandra's desire in studying in the Bible
College was to understand the Bible in
order to teach it more eff.ectively in her
Sunday School class. Frieda wanted to
know more about God, and how to live
the Christian life. The four years they
spent here have benefited them in different ways, both are equally thankful
for the valuable lessons they have learnt
from the 'Christian Education' programme conducted by visiting lecturer Rev
Turner in 1983. While opportunities to
apply the principles and methods they
gained came through Sunday School and
Vacation Bible School, the full opportunity finally came only a few months ago
when they were asked to teach in the
kindergarten by the FEK board.

Frieda, who has cherished an ambition
of becoming a teacher since childhood,
says of kindergarten teaching : "There must

be a love for children and a desire to see
them grow in understanding . . . it pays
when you see them grow to know God
and to understand God. This was why I
accepted the job when it was offered to
me': Sandra, whose father was a teacher,
sees great value in the teaching ministry
because of the benefits she herself has
received from being taught in Sunday

School. Although she is working as a
staffworker for the Mandarin Service of
Life Church, she has gladly entered into
this ministry as well.
In the past two months, the two of them
have been helping in the Kindergarten
classes and looking after the children
during play sessions. Both have special
gifts which have come in handy: Sandra
plays the piano, while Frieda does art
work. They hope to develop these for
teaching in time to come. Until the
opportuniÇ of going for a further course
at the Institute of Education comes, they
are learning as much as they can on the
job.

At present, they feel that the emphasis

on God's Word can be developed

beyond the time which has been allotted
to it on Friday. Their aspiraton is that this
Kindergarten would distinguish itself from
others by becoming one in which Chrisl
ian values are inculcated in young hearts,
and the seed of the gospel sown, so that
not only may the children in its programme come to know Christ, but through
them, the children's parents as well. They
are thankful for the Principal's initiative in
starting Bible study for the teachers on
Fridays.

The Lord is using these two sisters for
the progress of His work in the Kinder-

garten.
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tephen Khoo was a manager of
Yamaha Music School when he

came to know about

FEBC
through attending its night class. Having
received the Lord's call to full-time service in October 1980, he was seeking a
place for theological training and eventually decided on FEBC because of its
definite stand for the Truth, its biblical and
sound teaching and the opportunity to
study under the tutelage of its principal.
The years of study which followed have
seen him not only graduating from FEBC,
but also from Grace Theological Seminary in the U.S. He has now returned to
teach in the College, where his son,

Jeffreg Khoo, is presently enrolled.

looks to God and how he handles problems." Stephen also values the emphasis placed on loving God, and on faithfulness and commitment to Him. He finds
that the training is adequate in the development of the individual in toward
character-building, which are accomplished not only through the teaching
curriculum but also through the morning

chapel, weekly evangelism,

praqer
groups, comradeship of the student body,
maintenance of. the premises and cooking. Stephen feels that an improved
interaction between the students and the
lecturers would boost the performance of
students tremendously.

The grounding Stephen received while
studying God's word in FEBC benefitted
him much since he has gained a deeper
understanding of the texts of individual
books of the Bible. He likes the course on
Calvin's Institutes because of its practical
application. He also has a great personal
interest in studying the originallanguages,
Hebrew and Greek.

Stephen shares the stand of the College for the Truth, particularly with regard
to the doctrine of the Inerrancy of the

Word of God, a doctrine which is a
pivotal point of controversy. He remarked, "l think that it is ridiculous to say

What does Stephen appreciate about
FEBC? According to him, "The unique
feature about FEBC is that it is connected
with the church. Here we have almost a
'ringside view' of how church life is run,
because the Principal himself is pastor of
the church. We see his example: how he
90

that the Bible is infallible only in faith and
practice, leaving out what it says regarding Science and History. This straightaway undermines our faith." Stephen
believes that this has been one of the
factors promoting the view that 'every
religion has some of the TruTh', which in
turn has sped up the Ecumenical movement. There i's a constant need to reaffirm
the true position of total inerrancy by
addressing the issue openly, and dissemi-

nating clear biblical

instruction.
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"But godliness with contentment
is great gain.
(1 Tim'6:6)"

t\ fr v Ihirteen years walk with the
l\/l Lord has c-onvinced me of the
I v I truth: "To be rich in God is

better than to be rich in goods." With
only nine years of schooling the providence of God made me a successful
businessman, part-time actor and an active social worker. But my sins made me
feel like a hypocrite in socieþ. So I cried

to my Lord Murugan for

holiness.
However, deliverance never came. It was
about this time that Rev and Mrs Edward
Paauwe, lecturers at FEBC, led a students' team to minister in the Jurong
Bible-Presbyterian Church. One of the
students, Bro Brutus Balan, along with his
wife came to share the gospelwith me. As
he was speaking, the grace of the Lord
enabled me to confess my sins and accept
the Lord Jesus Christ as my personal
Saviour. With Jesus coming into my heart
the burden of sin rolled away and I was
born again. My soul hungered to know

more about my new found Lord. So
immediately applied to join FEBC.

served them the Lord began to give me a
greaÍer burden for the Tamils. also
realized that the Lord had prepared me
for this ministry even from my mother's
womb. A fellow church member, Brother
Yap Beng Shin, upon his graduation from
FEBC understood my vision and agreed
to lead the English work while I branched
out to the Tamil ministry.

I

1960: Jurong B-P Church

I

While doing my third year at FEBC,
Rev Paauwe, my pastor, was called to
minister in Korea. Rev Paauwe and my
Church requested me to pastor the
Church. With our Advisory Pastor, Rev
(Dr) Timothy Tow's encouragement I
took up the pastoral ministry. In Jurong
B-P Church we had a wonderful mixture
of Malay, Chinese and Indians. While I

Bethlehem Jurong B-P Church today

9l

|

¡lli k q li !: {i o,.

I

i,

t,'

Having moved from Chandra's home
to Calvary Jurong B-P Church premises
the Church took on a new name, Bethlehem Jurong B-P Church. We witnessed
to both the locals and foreigners who
worked and lived in'Jurong. The Lord
gave the increase and some consecrated
their lives to be disciples. It pleased the
Lord to use them. In and through them
the Lord has extended the Tamil ministry
not only to the four corners of Singapore
but also to Malaysia and India. There are
altogether 10 gospel stations planted in
these 3 countries. Praise be to God!

January 1983: Life B-P Church Tamil Seruice

Tamil Seruice
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September 1984: Zio¡ B-P Church Tamil Seruice

January 1985: Bethlehem B-P Church of lndia
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I thank God that FEBC accepted

me

into their training programme though I
had very little formal education. The
knowledge imparted by faithful lecturers
not only helped me to grow in godliness

March 1985: Life Johor Tamil Seruice

but also equipped me to serve Him. Apart
from the teachings, the missionary zealso
evident in the life and ministry of the
principal and lecturers constantly served
as an inspiration and challenge for me. I
benefitted very much from the time spent
at FEBC. More than 12 years have passed
since I first joind FEBC but I am still
studying, of course as a part-time student
now. Thank God for preserving our
college for the last 25 years. Praise be to
r
His name! Amen!
!à.

rÞ

March 1986: Kelapa Sawit Tamil Service

January 1987: Villivakam B-P Church of lndia

May 1987: LaYang LaYang
Tamil Outreach
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been a great help since the time I entered
FEBC training for fulltime service in
September 7977. I would like to relate
how the Lord has helped me.

. First, with regard to His calling. When
the Lord impressed upon me that He
wanted me to be a pastor and that He
would grant me peace, wisdom, and all
the elements that I needed, I straightaway
sought for a Bible College thai woulã
train and equip me for the pastoral work.
It was then that I sought for Rev Timothy
Tow's advice. Interestingly, after a conversation with him, he ended with this
unusual note suggesting that I should go
into business and earn some big fat
money so that I could donate to the
church. His suggestion did not deter me
from enrolling as a student, However, it
rather challenged me to seek God's will.
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Sembowang B-P Church

ot

Kolidaso Auenue

equipped for the work of the Church. I
am very thankful for the example set by
the Principal and also the lecturers who
sacrifically gave themselves, their time
and energy to teach the Word of God.

In 7974,1 joined the External

Department of FEBC to receive an extra year of
training under Rev Quek Swee Hwa. He
prepared several Bible College students
to sit for the External Examinations set by
the Universiþ of London. I thank God for
that one year that I studied in this
Department because it prepared me later
in 1984 to help Junior College and Pre-U
Centre students to prepare for their Diviniþ Paper set by the University of Cambridge for the GCE 'A' Level Examinations. I also thank God for the skills and
knowledge that have readied me for the
foundation of setting up the Divinity

'
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Paper.

homiletical aspects of the shepherd's
work in caring for the flock but he also
mustered a group of alumni v.¡ho have
been encouraging each other in the
Lord's field after their graduation from
FEBC. It is known that the Pastoral

Second, the Lord has also helped me'
in the pastoralministry through the FEBC
alumni. FEBC's training did not only get
me into harness for the spiritual and

buddy companions to be a source of
edification and counsel in the Lord's

Course conducted by the Extra-Mural
Studies Department of FEBC. This Department has seen some 1,9 students
passing through this programme who
have sat for the GCE 'A' Level Divinity

minishy also has its "thoms and thistles." It
needs a bond of fellowship and love
among the pastors and I found these

work. So this is one advantage and
strength of FEBC's training for me.
Finally, as a gratitude towards my alma

mater, God has also granted me the
privilege to be the Registrar and one of
the lecturers in the College. I count it a
privilege because it is a high honour to be
given the position to administrate and
disseminate the Word of God faithfully.

I also sense that there is a great
responsibiliÇ in the given task of teaching
His Word and pastoring His Church. But
in all of these endeavours I always sense
that He is with me and His grace is always
sufficient. Truly the Lord has been my
help. May His Name be praised. r
Reu Phee on o Mission Trip
to North Thaílond

The church choir Ín one of the
ChrÍstmas Musìcals
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he three years I spent in the Far
Eastern Bible College between
7975-7977 provided the foundation for my ministry at Grace B-P
Church. Those were my vital years of
learning God's Word. I thank God for
lecturers who highly esteemed the Word
of God and who taught us faithfully.

T
II

Upon my graduation in 1977 I was
asked by Rev (Dr) Patrick Tan to assist
him in the ministry at Grace Church. I was
under.his supervision until 1981 when I
was ordained and took over the pastoral
ministry in Grace. I must thank God for
the faithful supervision I received under
Rev Patrick Tan.
Since taking over the pastoral ministry
Grace in 1981 the Lord has been
gracious to bless the work with a new
ministry at Changi, Shalom B-P Church.
This is our Home Missions ministry.
Grace has also grown in number since
our auditorium was extended. Our ministry also extended to Foreign Missions to
the Philippines. Grace and Emmanuel
have been working together on this mission.

in

YUE FANG PAVILION

The Lord's work is not without trials
and temptations. I have been ten years in
the ministry now and there are times
when the going gets too tough. One has
to face dissension in the church, conflicting views among church leaders, unruly
members, etc. But come what may, I
have always been reminded of my calling
and Jeremiah t has been an encouragement to me.
Reu Ton with Reu Tou on a mission tríp to Indonesia
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I thank God that in spite of problems

weÍacein the ministry, God has raised up
good, faithful session members and
õhurch members who are trulY an enI
couragement to the Pastor.
\.
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for the many years of joyful and rewarding service for Him, first in Sembawang
B-P Church, then Grace B-P Church, and

now Shalom B-P Church. It has been

(

more than five years, since the Lord led
us, a group of twenÇ-five, to establish a
witness for Him at this eastern end of
Singapore. Those early years were difficult. There were less than one hundred
family units staying in that remote area.
Of these, many were store-keepers who
found coming to church quite impossible.
However, the Lord encouraged and sus-

\ ^7
\tÚt:'

hirteen years have gone by since I
responded to the call of Christ to
equip myself for fulltime ministry. i
praise and thank the Lord for those initial
years of preparation and training at the
Far Eastern Bible Coliege, which have
proven to be invaluable to my pastoral
ministry. Truly the Lord be praised for
raising this institution, which through the
years, has trained and sent forth many
labourers into His vineyard where they
are much needed!

'Tt
II

I am deeply grateful to our Lord Jesus

\, ,i
4th Anniuersary ot
Shalom
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tained us. We remained faithful and

pressed on. Praise the Lord that through
His help, He has not only preserved our
corporate worship and witness in that
area, but He is also unfolding His plan
and purpose to us. Through His wisdom
and foreknowledge, the Lorfl established
us in that remote area in order to prepare
us for the big harvest field ahead. Today,
we see before us a thriving estate
Tampines New Town. The population -in
this New Town when fully completed will
easily exceed two hundred thousand
people.

¡iì¡rg

-t .'

ìttqìôrut t¡4i,.:)

Reu Tan (seated,
left) on o mission
tríp to Indio

Truly, I praise and thank the Lord not
only for this great challenge but also for
all the members in Shalom who are
sharing this challenge with me in reaching
out to these multitudes. I am confident
that together, as we learn and discover
the many and diverse needs of the people

we minister to, we will also discover the
strength and sufficiency of God to meet
those needs.
Brethren, do join us together in praise
for what the Lord has done and is doing

r

in our midst!

fellowship time
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After my graduation in 1984, I was
appointed Assistant Pastor to Calvary BP
Church, the Pandan and Jurong congregations. Here I worked mainly with the

in the church, leading
different Bible study groups. At this time I
also became involved in its new outreach
in Malaysia, Calvary Jaya BP Church. It
was a joy to spend two Sundays a month
in this new church and to experience
God's blessing as the new church grew. I
thank God, for His grace is sufficient.
Many times I felt tired with the constant
travelling along the Malaysian Railway.
But "our sufficiency is of God" (2 Cor
3:5).
young people

(r

Ð

tTl he Lord is qood. When I first came
I ," Singapo"re in May 1980 it was
I, supposed to be a 3-month mission-

ary trip to serve in Calvary BP Church.
However God extended this plan as
Proverbs says: "a man's heart deviseth his
way, but the Lord directeth his steps"
(16:9). I soon began to love the BP
Church and its separatist stand for the
truth. 'lt seemed only a natural step to
enrol at FEBC as a full-time theological
student.

In February 1987 | prayed about going
to Australia to help out in a new church,
the BP Church of Western Australia in
Perth. God soon laid a burden on my
heart for this new work, so by June I
departed for Perth. During the next 3
months, I was involved in every aspect of

the ministry of church and

it

was

a

privilege to see God blessing the young
church so greatly. Upon my return to
Singapore in September 79861 resumed
my normal duties at Calvary BP Church,
while awaiting for a reply to an application for a Permanent Resident status in
Australia. God again proved to be my
sufficiency and help as he provided for a
visa to return.

Do pray for me, now married with a
wife (Grace) as we both settle down in
Perth and minister to the Church. Continue to pray for the church and the
chairman of the BP Church of Western
Australia, Robin Tan. It is our belief that
God has faithfully established His work
in Australia, so will He use it for His glory
and the extension of His kingdom. :
as
Mork teoching the kindergorten children.
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he Far Eastern Bible College has
been both an academic and a

spiritualtraining ground for my life.
As I look back at those wonderful days in
FEBC, I am reminded of God's moulding
hand upon my life and upon my mind,
The blessings and privileges I have re-

ceived are beyond the expression of
words. I am truly thankful to God for all

those who labour for the Lord in FEBC.

The Lord has been gracious to bless
our Sunday School with six students in
1983 which has now increased to about
100 students (both children and adults). A
church fellowship group which started in

1984 has quickly and healthily "split"

¡

Ê
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¡

I
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into a youth fellowship group and a

young adults' fellowship group. Since

then, the Church has been greatly blessed
with two active youth groups which are
the "backbone" of the overall ministry of
the Church.
I am now at present serving in New Life

B-P Church, Woodlands as one of the
staff-workers assisting the Pastor, Rev (Dr)
Patrick Tan in the ministry of the Church.

Since the inception of the Church in
1983, I have been actively involved in
leading the evangelism department.

Thank God for many faithful and zealous
young people who give their support to
this vital task of bringing the people into
God's house. I am glad to report that the
Lord has been gracious to add to our
church many new members. My training
in FEBC has enabled me to assist in the
ministry on the pulpit as well as on
various fellowship group levels. My heart
has been greatly challenged to see many
lives changed by God's Word. The Lord
has rewarded my labours with the joy of
seeing young believers in Christ witnessing fervently for the Lord.

With the wonderful providence of God
of a beautiful Church building in Woodlands, the Lord has constantly placed in
my heart a greater burden to see to the
physical as well as the spiritual needs of
the Church. The Lord has also blessed
the Church with a Kindergarten to reach
out to our neighbouring children and
parents with the gospel of Jesus Christ. I
am grateful and thankfulto the leaders of
our Church for their guidance and assistance in my development of administrative skills for the growth of the Church.
My training in FEBC has helped me to
apply God's Word in a practir al and
meaningful way as I minister to various
individuals who seek after God.
May the Lord be praised for the role I
r
can play in His ministry!
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n my early Vears as a student in the
FEBC, I was assigned to take charge
of the Life B-P Tamil Service under
the supervision of Pastor Burt Subramaniam.

I was involved in the planning programme of the various activities of the
to conduct catechism
Tamil Service
classes, to train- leaders and to organise
door-to-door evangelism. God gave the
increase and blessed the Tamil Service to
see it grow from a humble beginning.
Bef.ore I resigned from the Tamil Service in 1986,1was happy to see potential
leaders like brothers Maniam and Koyilpillai, added to the Working Committee.
The Women's Fellowship and the Youth
Committee were organized, and they
played important roles in the care and
concern for members, and in the growth
of the Tamil Service. Bible study and
prayer meetings were well attended. The
members were closely drawn together as
a happy family. We held combined Tamil
Services, Gospel rallies and conventions
with other B-P Tamil congregations.

While serving at the Tamil Service,

ìlt¡t llìili,, íi'lir:il;t.ilrt
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Since July 1986, I have been assigned
to assist Pastor Tow as a fulltime Church
worker in the Life B-P Church. My work
involves taking care of the visitors and
prayer requests and other duties that may
may arise. It has been a great joy to see a
few visitors attending the Catechism Class
and others becoming members of the
various Fellowship groups in the church.
Since the introduction of the Prayer
Request Cards by the Session, there has
been a growth in the Tuesday Prayer
Meeting. Many testimonies have been
given to glorify the Lord.
Once a week, I conduct a Bible study at
the Chia Keng Prison. It is a joy to see the
Lord working in the lives of the inmates.
Some of them have been released from
prison and are now engaged in some
form of gainful employment. Many of
them attend the Zion B-P Church.

I

was also a Sunday SchoolTeacher in Life

Church English Service, teaching a
Senior Class. Here again, I could see the
Lord's hand moving when the class began to grow. Many were eager to hear the
Word of God. The Lord blessed the class.

During this period, I. was invited to
preach and speak at different churches

and Fellowship groups. I also had good
fellowship and made many friends while
attending Family Camps of Life, Calvary
Pandan and Calvary Jurong Churches.
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To conclude, I wish to thank the
Principal and Lecturers of the FEBC for
the training that I have received from
them and that has opened up and prepared me for the ministry at Life B-P

Church.

r
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he following is a report on our
'TtI work
at Taman Sri Melati, near the
I Batu Caves of Malaysia. We
trust this will help you to understand what
is going on at our Mission. We want to
draw your attention to our position and to
the spiritual warfare we engage in. We
Batu
believe we are at the hottest spot
Caves is Thaipusam area. We pray that by
your prayer, concern and active involvement, the work of God may be enhanced.
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from coming. We need your prayer on
this matter.

On Tuesday nights, we have Bible
Study and Prayer Meeting. We have
launched a family altar service on
Wednesday nights, but the response has
not been encouraging. Please support
our feeble hands.

Seeing the Charismatic groups flood
the Kuala Lumpur area, we took the
initiative to start a new work at Selayang
Segar, which is about two miles north of
our present Mission. Every Gospel station
is like a root of a tree. It establishes and
strengthens the Church and plants it more
firmly in the ground.

From time to time we would receive
invitations from Charismatic groups to
attend pastoral conferences and evangelism seminars. Howeverl we feel that if we
participate in them, we could be very
easily swept away. With the pastor taken,
how long can the congregation stand?

Taman Sri Melati is a housing settlement four miles north of Batu Caves,
where about half-a-million people gather
to celebrate Thaipusam every year. Our
work here began on 15th September
1983. At the moment we have about 15
to 20 people worshipping regularly on
Sunday nights, 8.00 pm. So far, we have
baptised 6 adults and 4 children.

Our Sunday School at

3.00 pm is
At
the
headed by my wife.
beginning we
had very few pupils. Now we have 30 to
40 children coming regularly. At the
moment, we aÍe facing a difficult situation: parents are stopping their children

The work at Selayang Segar will be
held on the first floor of a 4-storey flat.
Although we shall only have a hall of
360 sq. ft., which, according to Rev
Timothy Tow's 'prophetic' saying, is too
small for God's work, we thank and
praise God who had helped us acquire
this lot at a cost of M$71,460.00. Presently, the construction work on this
building is hampered due to the economic recession. Please pray for its timely
completion.
Pray also for a Tamil work to be started
here, along with the Chinese and English
work. We hope to reach out to the
Hindus and Buddhists. When will these
I
people see the Light?
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raise the Lord, for He led me to
serve Him in Kelapa Sawit BiblePresbyterian Church since 1982.

Words cannot adequately express my
thanks to our Lord for His wonderful love
and tender mercies. I thank God for His
Word which grants me strength. Two
Bible passages have kept me strong in His
service all these years: "The Lord is my

shepherd,..." (Psalm231 and "All

things work together for good to them
that love God" (Romans 8:28). These
words from Psalm 133, "Sow in tears and
reap with joy," have been a lesson to me
in doing the Lord's work.
Kelapa Sawit B-P Church celebrated
her 35th Anniversary on 12th April t987.
The establishment of the Church has
been the result of the faithful work of
many brothers and sisters, pastors and
missionaries. It has been a joy to see men
and women, boys and girls accepting the

Lord Jesus Christ as their personal
Saviour. I thank God for our new daugh-

ter church, Air Bemban B-P Church,
where we have begun Sunday School
and Sunday night worship services since
September 1986. My heart was thrilled
when our first convert there forsook all
her idols and turned to the true and living
God. Young people gather together on
Friday ahd Saturday afternoons to
worship the Lord in the beautiful sanctuary purchased by our Mother Church,
Life B-P Church.

l+ftA,rrþE
IADII(A BOR ÀI

Dedication and
Inauguration of Air
Bemban B-P Church
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Another offshoot of our Church is the
Bukit Batu Sunday School which has just
turned 3 years old. The work has gone
through much testing, yet all the teachers
and helpers from near and far have given
their best to keep the work going. We
pray that God will provide us a permanent church building in the near future.
Yes, "the harvest truly is plenteous but
the labourers are f.ew" (Matthew 9:3h.

I am truly grateful to my alma mater,
FEBC, where I received my theological
training for 4r/z years. Faculþ members
and students of FEBC have encouraged
me time and again in my ministry. Please
pray for me that I will serve the Lord
r
faithfully, even unto death.

'i

Príze giving at Bukit Batu Sunday School

K"lupu Sawit Vacation Bible School, December 7986
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The Church session with
candidates for baptìsm,
reaffrrmation of faith
and transfer of membership.

| , ulai Besar B-P Church was found1 ed in 7973 by Rev Timothy Tow.
I L The first pastor was Rev Liew Hon

Seng. He left in the same year. The
worship service was re-started in August
1980 by Pastor Freddy Yong. He now
serves in Rompin on the east coast of

We have baptised 20 members. More
than half of these have married and
moved away, transferred or left for further
studies. We thank God for calling three of
the young people to serve Him fulltime.
One of them is pastoring this church and
two have married pastors in Singapore.

Malaysia. Presently Preacher David Wong
is in charge and conducts the weekly
service in English and Mandarin.

The average attendance at worship
service is 25 to 30. We also have a

We thank God that Life B-P Church

Sunday School.

has bought a corner terrace house for us
to worship in and run a kindergarten

Initially Life Church supported us
financially. About five years ago this

As Sunday is not a public holiday in
Johor, we worship in the evening at

support was taken over by Calvary B-P
Church.

7.30 p.m. so that teachers and students
can worship with us.

Our Session consists of Rev Bobby
Phee of Sembawang B-P Church as the
r, Elder John Ling of
Church as the elder,
ong and Mr Peter Lew
as Deacons and Mrs Rosie Fraude and
Mrs Lim Choo Yoon as Deaconesses.
Preacher David Wong preaches twice a
month. B-P Church pastors, elders and
Far Eastern Bible College students are
regularly invited to preach on the other
worship days.
106

Last year the church started a kindergarten. This is a ministry to the children in
the neighbourhood. We prayerfully hope
that through attending the kindergarten,
many children will come to the Lord.
We have also purchased a van to help
us carry out our commission effectively.
In 1987 we hope to extend our work to
Saleng, a town two miles south of Kulai
Besar. We willstart a children's bible class
and family bible study groups. By God's
will, we also hope to purchase a piece of
land to build a church in the near future. r

holding a Sunday worship. At the same
time, we opened a Children's Paradise
School. We were also able to secure a
second-hand van. Thanks be to the Lord
for the monthlv suPPort of Sharon
Church and also for Life Church's help in
providing ten sets of tables and chairs'

It is about three Years now, and the
Lord has blessed us with a wooden
fter some Years of training at the
Alma Mater, we went to serve the
Lord in the northern Part of West

we

returned, and
When
Malaysia
Refresher Course in the
attended
academic year of 1983-1984, we were
again caileã by the Lord to serve Him in
East Malaysia.

a

Kuching on 13th
September,1984. We served the Lord by

We arrived in

chapel. We have five to ten adults attending our worship service and about ten to
tvienty children in our Sunday School'

Having written this little article, we

hope that it serves to say, "Hitherto- Hath
thá Lord Helped Us". May the Lord bless
our small beginning of His ministry'
Please do pray for His ministry here, so
that there will be gradual but steady

growth.
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and junior Youth Fellowships having less
than twenÇ in attendance but righinow
we have more than a hundred if all turn
up in full strength just like at the last
Christmas celebration. We have not only
grown numerically but also developed a
strong sense of getting into the meat of
God's Word.

Besides the Youth ministry, I am also
involved in the children's Bible School
and I am the art editor of our monthly
CBS newsletter in which I illustrate a
Bible story in cartoon-strip format for
about a hundred children.

.'lli,;,ijr,rr

l

on the outskirts of Batu Pahat. Sometimes
we go further away to places like Labis
and Rengam where the young people
have opportunities to share Christ's lôve

Malaysia.

I

praise the Lord that all in all, it has
been a tremendous learning experience
sgyng the Lord here in this sleepy town

of Batu

Pahat.

r

A gothering in
December 7986.
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How The Work Started

weak frame and to amplify his weak voice

fhis work was started by Rev (Dr)
I¿ Timothy Tow who was associated
with Rev Wesley Siregar from the
mid-1970s. It was through the sending of
his son, Dohar, (Haposan and Agus came
later) to FEBC that Rev Siregar was first
introduced to Calvinistic teaching and
subsequently converted to the Christian
faith in t978. Since then, Rev Siregar

(ordained by the B-P Presbytery at
Galilee B-P Church on 1st January 1985)
has given his life and possessions to serve

the Lord. He gave his farm at Bentar
Kersit in the mountains to the Lord and
started a Church at Kuta Baru with the
help of Life B-P Church. The work

as he spoke.
The outcome of this challenge was that
many young people responded to the call
for workers to Medan. A trip to Medan
was organised by the Calvary B-P Youth
Fellowship from 3-72 December 1983.
Some Galileans also joined the trip and
Pastor Low was asked to be advisor to the
team. This was the first of many more
trips. It was after this that Galilee Church
accepted Rev Tow's gracious invitation to
oversee the work at Medan. Subsequent

amongst the Karo Bataks was difficult but
that did not stop Rev Siregar from continuing to sow the precious seed of the
Word of God while his sons studied at

trips were led by the Galile
9-25
June 1984, 16-25 March 1985, L6-26
December 1985, 29 November - 10
December 7986,74-23 March 7987, and
16 June - 4 July 7987. On 6 April 1984,
Pastor Low and brother Haposan flew to
Medan to comfort the bereaved family at
the home call of the late Mrs Wesley

FEBC.

Siregar.

Reu Wesley Siregor

In September 1983, at the invitation of
Rev Timothy Tow, Rev Siregar attended
the Pastors and Leaders Conference of
the B-P Church at Port Dickson. God
used the testimony of this elderly man (73
years old today) of God to touch many
hearts. He told us of his desire to reach
out to the villages in the mountains. Rev

Tow was at hand both to support

his

The Kuta Baru B-P Church was inaugurated on24 March 1985. The work was
started by Rev Wesley Siregar in the
mountains. The Lord was good to grant
the church at Medan a licence to start an
Institute of Education which was registered in June 1984 as the Yayasan
Alkitab Presbyterian Protestan Indonesia
(YAPPI) in line with the Church, Gereja
Alkitab Presbyterian Protestan Indonesia
(GAPPI). Several trips were also made in
1986 to secure a piece of land for the use
of the Church and Kindergarten in the ciÇ.
The Lord was good to grant 6,000 sq ft of
land complete with an existing house and
a sudaco (mini-van) at 25 million rupiahs
(5$50,000). The first worship service at
the new premises commenced on 22
June 1986 with 50 peoPle. Thank God
for blessing the work at Medan' The next
project was to assist the Siregars to set up )
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combine once a month at Jln Garuda
where they are packed like sardines with
only 2 fans to cool the room. In the

a simple accounting system to keep track
of the accounts for both the Church and
Kindergarten. To this end, brother
Charles Ng from Nazareth B-P Church
made trips to Medan. The Siregars are
grateful for our assistance in this area.

afternoon, there is Sunday School for the
Chinese at 3.30 pm at Jln Garuda. It is
very touching to see brother Agus, sister

ll(-
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The Jalon Garudo premises

Present Ministry

1. At #59 Jalan Garuda, Medan
Sunday Worship Service is at'10.00
am. Presently 9 families have signed up
as members including Brother Sarhat
Siregar, former student at FEBC. Brother
Agus preaches regularly whilst Rev Wesley Siregar serves Holy Communion the
first Sunday of the month. The congregation is receptive and need much Bible
instruction. There are also some other
worshippers but hhey are non-committal.

Sunday School at 8.00 am is conducted at three centres, at Jln Murai, Jln
Merak and at Jln Garuda. There is an
average attendance of 140-180 children
from ages 3-15. The Sunday Schools are
understaffed with only 7-8 teachers. The
one Sudaco (mini-bus) in the name of the
kindergarten has to do 3 trips to fetch the
children to and fro. The Sunday Schools
110

Gelora, brother Johannes Lim

and
brother Jansen minister to the 10 Chinese
children aged 3-13. Even Bapak Lee,
aged 73 joins in.

The Youth Fellowship is currently held
on Saturdays at 8.00 pm. The attendance
runs as high as 40. However, sad to say,
many of the youths have not yet identified themselves as members of the
Church. They are happy to come for
spiritual feeding but are non-committal.
During the week, classes are conducted
40 in kindergarten and
for 50 children
10 in primary -school.

2. At Kuta Baru
At Kuta Baru, Worship Service is on
Sunday at 10.00 am. Holy Communion is
on the second Sunday of the month. Rev
Wesley is stationed here. He is dearly
loved by the people. The average attend-
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The Kuto Boru premises
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ance has begun to pick up again to 30.
The Sunday School of 30 children is now
taught by some 6 Sunday School
teachers. On Thursday night there is Bible
study and prayer meeting.

At both places the spiritual and practical needs are great. There is a need for
systematic Bible study. Resource books
are needed for Sunday School teachers.
Bibles are needed for the worshippers. At
both places too are several widows,
divorcees and the fatherless. They need
practical support as well. Several are in
poor health and some youths cannot
afford to finish school due to financial
lack. Several women have given up sireh
chewing but health remains poor due to
poor diet.

2. To extend the Church

ministry by
reaching out to the Kindergarten,

youth and adults.
3. To work towards autonomy and
self-support through income from

the Kindergarten.
4. To start more Kindergartens and
Churches.

5. To provide

practical support for
widows, the fatherless and the
destitute.

B. MOUNTAIN
KUTA BARU
1. To build -up the believers in
Word of God.

2.
3.

Future Ministry

4.

A. CIry
MEDAN
1. To extend the Church

5

ministry
with a Bible College and Training
Centre to teach the Word of God.

the

To reach out to other villages with
the Word of God.
To work on a system of instruction, e.g. Theological Education
by Extension (T.E.E.).
To work towards autonomY and
self-support through revenue from
farm products,
To provide Practical suPPort for
widows, the fatherless and the

destitute.
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"The steps of a good man are ordered
by the Lord: and he delighteth
in his way."
(Ps. 37:23)

n

L976 I was praying for the Lord's
guidance about my future ministry
after I had graduated from a seminary
in Tokyo. One day I read a bulletin which
was published by a mission board in
Japan. There was a small column which
appealed for evangelistic workers to the
Japanese in Singapore. It said there was
an urgent need because the Japanese
population in Singapore was increasing
rapidly. I was moved by the article; so the
next day I contacted the mission board to
find out more details. A secretary of the
mission board said to me on the telephone, "l am sorry, we do not know
anything about it. But I'llintroduce you to
the person who asked us to print the

article in the bulletin."
Thus,

I came to know a Taiwanese

missionary to Singapore who had a burden for the salvation of the Japanese. He
was Rev Tai Po-Fu, a good friend of Rev
Timothy Tow, Principal of the Far Eastern
Bible College. When I met him in Tokyo
in November 1976, I became very sure
that the Lord was guiding me to Singapore. Rev Tai told me that I had better be
a student at FEBC so that I might get a
visa very easily. He also told me that Rev
Tow was willing to accept me. Honestly

speaking,

I

was reluctant

to study at

FEBC. Later I realised that it was the Lord
who guided me fhere. Thanks be to the
Lord for His wonderful providence; nothing is meaningless for those who love
Him.
112

At FEBC the Lord provided me with
good and faithful teachers. The classes
were really beneficial for my ministry, as
well as for my spiritual life. I met many
good friends in the Lord, namely FEBC
students and other Christians, who even
now remember me in their prayers. My
faith was strengthened through fellowship
with them.

Above all,

I

thank the Lord for His

wonderful guidance in leading me to the
Far Eastern Bible Institute at Pontianak,
West Kalimantan. [t was really beyond my
imagination.

I

was a fourth year student at
FEBC, I had opportuniÇ to visit Kalimantan with Rev Tow and severalLife Church

When

'
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Ríght: Kimiko giuing
classroom lecture.

Left: The FEBI compus.

preached the gospel and Elder Koa and I
each gave a testimony. The Dyaks looked
so thirsty for the Word of God. They
listened to us earnestly, as if they did not
want to miss even one word. Early the
next morning we left the village. I asked

someone, "When can they have an
opportunity to hear the Word again?"
"Some months later" was the reply I
recceived. I was shocked to hear that. I

realised that there was an urgent need for
the Lord's servants in West Kalimantan. It

of Jesus' words, "The
plenteous,
but the labouris
truly
harvest
(Matt
9:37)
ers are few."

reminded me

members. In this mission trip we went by
boat to the village Biong, which had been
evangelised by Rev Djunaidi. We arrived
at 9.00 pm. It seemed too late to have a
Gospel meeting. In spite of the late hour,
about 30 Dyaks gathered to listen to us.
Rev Djunaidi taught them an Indonesian
hymn with an accordion. Rev Tow

In January 7984, when I heard that Far
Eastern Bible Institute would be built in
Pontianak, I was so glad and prepared for
it. I felt called to serve the Lord in the new
Bible Institute. I have been serving there
since July 1984. In May 1987 FEBI sent

graduates, who have studied for
three years, to the field. These are the
first-fruits of FEBI. How glorious the
ministry is! All praise to the Lord who
guided me first to FEBC, and then to
FEBI for the extension of His Kingdom' r

two
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"No man, having Put his hand to
the plough, and looking back, is fit for
the Kingdom of GOD."
(Luke 9:62)

il fr u four uears in the Far Eastern
lvlv Éiul" ôollege were severely
I I tested with a-near departure for

good and an attempt at suicide' When I
first enrolled at the College, I had been a
backslider for five years with no regular
attendance at Service or Sunday School.
I did not even know the birthplace of
Jesus!
I was stilla worldling in dress code with
spagetthi strips and slits here and there.
My language did not fit into any of the
seniors' holy talk. The way I carried
myself happy as a lark was considered too
casual. In other words, many suspected
my true calling. What? Is not the Bible
College a heavenly place of loving
angelic beings?

Now about the study of TheologY: I
was pessimistic about the BiblePresbyterian brand of doctrine. "One ear
in and the other ear out", I learned about
separation from the World Council of
Churches, the Roman Catholic Church,
the Charismatic movement, etc. I was
even more convinced that this College
did not exercise love but dwelt on negative criticism. So I decided to pack up my
bags and go home.

As I put each item into my suitcase, I
told the LORD that I was leaving, but I still
loved Him. I repealed this until a certain
logic hit me. If you truly love the LORD,
then why are you leaving? With this
tL4

thought, I stayed on. Then I learned that
true love for God keeps God's truth in the
believer and true love guards my way
from wrong.
Then in my finalyear while serving Life
B-P Church fulltime and writing my thesis
at the same time, I attempted suicide. For
all the best that I did and gave, I received
no appreciation but only ungratefulness
from others. I was going to end my life
when the LORD sent two "angels" to my
room to disrupt the actual carry-out of it.

A few weeks later, a collegemate collapsed right in front of me while doing
area cleaning. I learned from this incident
that life was short and it did not belong to
us but to GOD. And now I thank God for
my life that is so precious to me and that I
can still serve Him unto eternitY.

With these two rich

experiences,

through storm or any critical weather, I
have learn ed never to leave the mission
field or take my own life.

What is the mission field?

It is the

Devil's den! Missionaries abroad or ministers at home face the same battle fighting
not against flesh and blood but principalities and powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places. The only way
to overcome spiritual darkness is by
preaching and prayer untilvictory comes.

lil,¡¡ii;¡¿;r¡¡,
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ánd supervision of 8 tribal churches and 3 gospel stations established by the Frontier Labourers for Christ
in Chiangmai and Burma respectively. I
have been here for almost three years.

In my third month here, the Spirit
prompted me to start a Thai Service in the
city of Chiangmai. The inauguration service was held on 1st Jnauary 1985 at
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building by the mission. Thank God for
enabling me to accomplish allthese tasks.

At the mission house in Chiangmai, I
have to attend to the office work, dealing
with letters, writing fortnightly reports and
doing treasury work. I also take charge of
housekeeping, running the handicraft
store and training the trit-ral students
housed under our wing. A missionary
needs to be a 'Jack-of-all-trades'!

Beulah Thai Church
congregatÍon.

'Beulah land' which Life B-P Church
helped to purchase. At the same time, the
Frontier Fortnightly, our newsletter, was

launched. In September of that same
year, came the birth of the Thai 'RPG'
(Read, pray, grow daily devotional guides).

As for the tribal work, the Lord has enabled me to inaugurate the Nong-Ud-Daeng

Lahu Church, made up of black Lahu
refugees who had migrated from Burma
in early 1985. I also heeded a call from
the village chief of Mae Koen to help
reach out to a mixed-tribe community.
Upon request from Takuti Yunnanese
and Samakhi Kachin villages, I taught
once-a-month English classes and Bible
songs to the young people there. I was
also entrusted with the burden of completing the Nawngkhio Lahu Church

This work has its problem and frustrations, and one which I encountered was
that I was a single female. Therefore, I
was bullied by the rough tribal men. But
God had made me a 'tomboY' for this
tough job and He has now provided me
an even tougher husband ! Together we
hope to chase 10,000 for the Lord.
Another problem is the fact that many
of the tribalfolks are'rice Christians', who
come only for the physical assistance we
can offer. As there are many churches
and missions in Chiangmai the folks here
tend to choose when and where to attend
for help! Looking for evangelists to help
the miision is alio a problem. Some of
these employed soon disappear with

another wife

or get involved with a

church member's wife. Others negotiate
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Jess (seated, right) and
Joanna Yam of Galilee

B-P Church (seated,
2nd from left) with the
Hue Kok Mu Women's
FellowshiP.

pay as if they were worth so much' Some
have their doctrines leaning to whatever
mission supports them.

Another frustration is that of keeping
the Mission accounts balanced. There are
deficits every month! Just when it looks
like the accounts are balanced for the
month, something crops uP. It is very
upsetting, yelwe thank God that we have
never once starved.

Being a foreigner in a strange lan d
blems: When I was sick an

bedridden in hospital I yearned to see
familiar faces but found none. Loneliness
and helplessness are gripping forces. Yet,
as a missionary, I must appear strong and
confident, or else how can I lead and
solve problems?
Through all of this, I have learnt to rely

on the Lod. Many problems have been
solved through prayer: there are faithful
members, who stick to the mission; there
are faithful evangelists who still labour
with us; there are students who, after
much struggle, can speak English well
enough to lead in English morning devotions. Beulah Church, although losing
some members due to movement to
other districts, takes in new people, and is
thus able to keep its attendance to a
minimum of thirtrT. Tribal children who
have learned the Ten Commandments
stand firm in refusing to bend their knees
to Buddha in public schools. Receiving
letters from people back home and being
visited by them, all add to my joY!
But the greatest joy anyone can have is
to taste salvation in Jesus Christ and to be
able to serve our living Saviour. Yes, He
is with me always as my living Lord, as He

Nawngkhìo Church Male Choir sìngìng at a thanksgiving
servrce.

l16

promised.

I

ffi
\ / ala Church is a small church.
Y There are about 100 members. I
I have worked as a pastor in this
church since 1st June 1985.|n 1986, L2
persons were baptized and in June 7987,
8 persons were baptizecl.

Yala Baptist Church

Prachan and Tuanjai Rodman

In the first two years of my work,
Our Services

Sun:6

.30 am Prager meeting
Sunday school
10 .30 am Morning service
1 .30 pm Visitation and Evangelism
7 .30 pm Evening service

I .30 am

Wed

7.30 pm Women's fellowship

Fri

7.30 pm Prayer meeting

Sat

7.30 pm Youth fellowship
9.30 pm Prayer meeting for Sunday
School

I

emphasized on Bible study, and unip in the
church and encouraged the members to
reach out by personal witnessing. Thank
God that He fulfilled this goal very well.
Now we have opened a new branch in
Ruso, a smalltown in Naratiwat-Province,
45 kilometers from Yala. Thank God that
He has blessed His work there. There are
about 10 members. Last month, 3 persons were baptized.

This year we are planning to reach out
in a Chinese village, 100 kilometers from
Yala. There are about 90 families in this
village. We are looking for a Chinese
missionary to work among them. Please

pray for this

ministry.

>
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A baptism

The Choir
at Easter Service
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of Burm

hurch

er 77,
cen-

1983 in
tury Reformation. The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Burma was born not
out of human reason but out of historical
demand in Burma's Christianity.

It is impossible to estimate the extent of
damage done to the cause of Christianity
by teachers and Preachers who Propagate false doctrines and modernistic
ideas in the name of Christianity. The
greatest curse of modern civilization is
nominal Christianity, a so-called "Christian" doctrine which neglects the teaching
of the fundamental truth, denies the

inspiration of the Scriptures, the blood
atonement of Jesus Christ, the necessity
of the new birth, the eternal punishment
of the wicked and the everlasting blessedness of the saved.

Therefore, the responsibility for this
state of affairs rests entirely upon the men
who preach, and the Theological schools

Thawm Luai, Founder of the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church of Burma, started a
Bible Correspondence Course in 1984 in
the Falam dialect, which is the lingua
franca of the Chins.

In addition to meeting the immediate
needs of the spiritually hungry Chin

Christians, short term Bible Courses were
also conducted.

Although the EPCB's efforts have met
the immediate and basic needs to a
certain degree it goes without saying that
the Church is still far from being able to
achieve its desired goal.

Consequently, Rev Robert Thawn
Luai, General Secretary of the EPCB,
shared his vision with the Assembly of the
'86 and the AssemblY
EPCB 1985
unanimously voted for the establishment
of a Bible School in Rangoon.

-

Not long after this, Rev Robert Thawm)

which have taught the abovementioned
doctrines. The only solution to this problem is a host of fundamental Bible
preachers dedicated to the task of
teaching the truth of the Word of God
without fear, favour or compromise.
.q\.

Since Burma's Christian Churches are
mainly influenced by liberal and charismatic movements, The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Burma felt the urgency fortrained men and women to reach
out to the spiritually needy multitudes; a
new generation of evangelists, pastors
and teachers for the Church of Jesus
Christ in Burma, who should confront
those who preach false doctrine.

With this view in mind, Rev Robert

Rev Robert Thawm Luai
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Luai was invited by Rev Dr Timothy Tow

of the Life Bible-Presbyterian Chuich of
Singapore, 9A Gilstead Road, Singapore,
1

130.

When Rev Robert Thawm Luai arrived

in Singapore, he did not lose the golden
opportunity of sharing his vision hopefully and prayerfully with Rev Dr Timothy

bounded by, the Word of God.
In accordance with its strict adherence
to the Biblical principles of separation,
the FEFST does not seek accreditation or
affiliation with any agency which denies
the fundamental historic Christian faith.
We consider it of utmost importance to
stand for the fundamental Christian faith,

which is of far greater importance than

Tow.

academic recognition.

The Pastors and Session of Life BiblePresbyterian Church gladly accepted the
"Macedonian call" from Burma. Life
Bible-Presbyterian Church extended her
Mission field to Burma and offered to
"underwrite" assistance to EPCB's Bible
School project.
Out of these concerted efforts, and as a
resuli of the sharing of burden between
the Life Bible-Presbyterian Church and
the EPCB, the Far Eastern Fundamental
School of Theology was born on May 21.,
1987.
The FEFST is profoundly committed to
the Biblical stand and thus the School is

founded

ofl, and grounded in,
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LOCATION

The EPCB Assembly of 1986
voted to establish Far Eastern-'87
Fundamental School of Theology in Rangoon. It was therefore agreed to use the
present place at No. 6, Nanthani-Street,
Insein, Rangoon, as the temporary location of our school. It is accessible from all
parts of Rangoon and it has a spacious
compound.

The FEFST was inaugurated with 17
students with Rev. Robert Thawn Luai,
B.Th., who spent one semester at FEBC,
as its founder-principal. FEFST is affiliated to Far Eastern Bible College. r
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BURMA
FEFST
Rangoon

The Principal and student body at
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the FEFST campus
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"For the love of Christ
constraineth us (me)"

(ll Con 5:14)

T f f hen I first began in January last
t
L.ur. I felt fäar because ih.r"
V^ V í"às'not enough support, even

though I had heard the small voice to go
into outdoor evangelism. I had savings to
last me half a year, and I supposed I had
to work from July to upkeep myself. But
as soon as I began to evangelise for the
Lord, He surprised me with a gift of
50,000 yen from a lady in Kofu whose
husband is a lawyer. I received a good
sum from Singapore, while some sisters
sent me parcels and said they were
praying for me. I got 10,000 yen each
from Hong Kong and Thailand. As God
gave me the spirit to evangelise, He also

supplied my needs.

I began outdoor evangelism first by

handing out tracts. I went tracting house
to house in the mornings. In the afternoons I told Bible stories to children by

book of cartoons when someone sent me
a Sogo book voucher. I made "Kamishibai" stories of Elijah, Job, Elisha, Joshua
and "A dream of heaven." I did this
especially in July which was a rainy

month.

)

Sefsuko (e:ctreme left)
with some members of
her church.

t2l

My outdoor evangelism is conducted in

four ways:

1)

2)
3)
4)

By "Kamishibai," i.e. telling stories

to children by "paper-graph."

to God, two sisters sent me a lot of picture
cards for children. The children call me
"1þs picture"Kamishibai no obasan"
story telling woman." Children like to
read the Bible verse on my back.

By giving out tracts

I lead the children to our Church. On
September 14, three children and on

By answering children when they
phone in after reading my tracts
which have my phone number.

September 28, nine children came to our
Church. As October was Sports month,
only one came on October 12 and
October 26. More came in November
and December. Ten came for Christmas.

By wearing a Bible verse T-Shirt,
with a verse such as Heb. 13:8.

When I started "Kamishibai" I thought I
could get children easily to Church. I
have found out it is not easy because
today's children are busy on Sundays. So
I prayed. I thank Him for the nine who
came on September 28. I conduct the
Kamishibai classes near my church so as
to bring the children in.
In my outdoor evangelism I sometimes
face obstruction. One day while conducting "Kamishibai" in a park, a man came
up angrily and said, "Don't disturb my
child." On another occasion a woman
told her girls to go home quickly. On a
third occasion a man called my pastor up
to tell him to stop my outdoor evangelism. Perhaps he belonged to the Sokagakkai, a very powerful religious sect in
Japan. But I persist to hand tracts at such
railway stations as Nagata, Nishidai and
Daikai.

When children get my tracts, some of

them make them into paperboats or
airplanes. Some have them taken away
by parents who hate Christianity. Thanks
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So in summer I do outdoor evangelism
by conducting "Kamishibai" classes with
children in the open air. In winter I go
tracting at the stations. I thank God for
raising up many who pray for me. My
church members give me plenty of food.
This helps me financially. Thank you for
r
your prayers for me.

y
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FEBC saw my
teachers untiringly and devotedly training me in the
things of the Lord. Because of their

days

faithful teaching and their delence of the
inerrancy and infallibiliþ of the Word of
God, I have acquired a good working
knowledge of the Bible to serve Him in
Kenya. This verse applies most appropriately to me: "The things that thou hast
heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men who
shall be able to teach others also" (ll Tim.
2:2). MV teachers have transmitted the
tradition of the apostles to me and now as
a faithful transmitter I must not change or
corrupt the content of the message but
teach the Word as I learn from the Word.
Presently, I am teaching in the Mitondoni Reformed Bible Institute which cur-

This is Africa church where I am pastoring. Rev Stephen Masila stands second
from right with Bible under his armpit.
This is the Church building which was
badly blown by wind on 16th September
1985. But now it is fully restored mostly
with gifts from Singapore brethren. The
photograph was taken on 31st May 1987

rently trains 15 fulltime students. The
Institute has embarked on an intense
work of extending the building with proper facilities for classrooms and dormitories
and staff quarters. The estimated cost for
this project is US$6,000 and I trust the
Lord to supply all our needs. Do bear us

in your

prayers.

In these few years serving the Lord in
this holy and sacred ministry of teaching
and pastoring a church of 150 members, I
have treasured deeply and constantly the
principles and practice of biblical fellowship and separation which I have
learnt in FEBC. I am convinced that "the
path of separation is the path of power".
May the Lord help each one of us to be
faithful in the stand "for the Word of God
and for the Testimony of Jesus Christ".

after Sunday morning worship service.
We have an average attendance of 150
members and more than 450 children in
Sunday School. The maioriP of the wor'
shippers are women. Pray for us that
more men might be brought and won to
)
Christ.
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The Mitondoni Reformed Bible Institute
students. Rev Stephen Masila was
teaching "Pastoral Theology." The Institute presently has 75 students and three
te.achers. It is run by the free-will contributions of Christians.

Photo taken on

writing

on the

June 1987. The one
blackboard r's Richard

7st

Kivai, an FEBC alumnus, one of
the teachers of Mitondoni ReÍormed Bible Institute. He teaches two subiects:

"English" and "Cults," this semester
every Monday morning. Then he leaves
for Nairobi to teach also in The Bible
r
College ol East Alrica.
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HOLD FAST THE TRUTH OF GOD
The Forces of the Enemy
Increase on ev'ry side.
They preach religious uniþ
But push the Truth aside.
Disguised with tongues and "wondrous signs"
And words of love and peace.
They prey on captive souls and minds
To gain them for the Beast!

A one-world Church will soon be formed
Which is not Christ's at all!
We cannot to their ranks conform
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How many men do fall away
And flee to Satan's side!
How many once withstood his sway,
Do now with him abide!
But we are not alone at al|
Against this awesome foe;
We will not fall, tho' we are small
For God's with us below.

Hold fast the precious Truth of God
Defend each small detail.
Tho' many men coftupt the Word
His message must prevail!
If we are tried and cast away
For this tenacious stand,
We cannot, must not fall away
But keep our Lord's command!
Then let our hearts and minds be bold
To falsehood, apprehend.
The fundamental' truths uphold
And all God's Word defend.
Let prayer and study make us wise
With wisdom from above.
That we may never compromise
But speak the Truth in love!

-

Charles Seet
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Ï esus Christ is "Lord"! What meanI ino is contained within the word
U 'Lãrd,' and what meaning was in-

tended when it was used of Jesus in the
New Testament? To find the answers to
these questions, let us examine the way

'Lord' is used in the Bible and see
whether the Lord Jesus of the New

Testament is the same as the Lord God of
the Old.

In the Old Testament, the Jews used
'Jehovah' and
two words for 'Lord'

- Septuagint Ver'Adonai', and when the
sion of the Old Testament was made in
approxirnalelg 270 B.C. they translated
both of these names by the Greek "ho
Lord. In Genesis the God of
kurios"
Creation is 'Elohim', the all-powerful
one. It is not until later that'Elohim' (God)
reveals Himself as 'Jehovah' (Lord). Did
the revelation of God as Lord add anything new to the concept of God already
revealed to Abraham, to Isaac and to
Jacob? 'Jehovah' can be translated I AM,

(,
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I AM THAT I AM, or as "Lord" Dr Tow's
translaton is "He who is, and was, and
shall be." 'Jehovah' is the self-existent
one, the one without beginning and
without end. He is eternal. He is also the
Covenanter-Redeemer God (Exod. 6:25). 'Elohim' (God) is the God -- the one
true God out of many false gods. So deep
and personal and sacred did the Jews
regard this revelation of God as Lord that
they generally forbore to use 'Jehovah'
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and substituted instead 'Adonai.'

This

then is the background that would be in
the minds of the Jews when "ho kurios"
was used.

Is this the sense in which the term
'Lord' is used in the New Testament,
particularly in the Gospels? In the Gospels the word "Lord" is used in various
ways. To address a person as 'Lord'

immediately implied subjection to that
person. It was a term of high honour:
Caesar was so addressed by the Sanhedrin and Andrew by the Greeks; so also
was Jesus addressed by the leper. "Lord,
if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean."
(Matt. B:2) andby the Centurion. "Lord, I
am not worthy that Thou shouldst come
under my roof but speak the word only

and my servant shall be healed."
(Matt. 8:6, B). It is noticeable that

although Christ was thus addressed by
would-be disciples and His chosen disciples, those out to trick or question Him
referred to Him only as "Master," "Rabbi," Teacher. 'Lord' necessarily denoted
subjection and although occasionally it
was no more than a recognition of high
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respect, the tendency was always upward.

In a higher sense we see it next used
Messianically. The Syro-Phoenician
woman and the two blind men coupled
((Have
'Lord' with 'Son of David'
mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of
David." (Matt.20:30-31). Christ here is
the Lord, the long promised Messiah, the
Son of David. Is this the highest use of the
word 'Lord'?

2

0s

By no means, as Christ Himself pointed
out when quoting David: "The Lord saith
unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand
till I make thine enemies thy footstool
If David then call him Lord, how can He
be his son?" (Matt.22:44,45). The Messiah is not just the Son of David; rather He
is David's Lord sitting on the right hand of
God. The Gospels make it clear that Jesus
is Lord in the fullest sense of the word
He is deiÇ. All the Synoptic writers
recognised John the Baptist as the messenger preparing the way before Jesus
but in Malachi 3:1, we read, "Behold I
will send my messenger and he shall
prepare the way before me, saith Jehovah, the Lord of hosts." Jesus is none
other than Jehovah Himself, the Lord.

Although some commentators claim
that Jesus was only recognised in the
divine sense after His resurrection, we
have shown that this is not so. What is
true is that the young Church gloried in
calling Him 'Lord': "For God hath made

Jesus both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:361.
He is "Lord over all" (Acts 10:36). This is
even more marked in Paul's letters where
Christ is the universal Sovereign not only
of men but of all created beings. "And
that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God
the Father" (Phil. 2:11). He is the "Lord
of glory" U Con 2:B). And it is as the Lord
of glory that we see Jesus in the Book of
Revelation. John, the disciple whom
Jesus loved, knew Jesus well: knew Him
as Saviour and Redeemer, as Master and
friend, as Lord for he had seen Christ at
the Transfiguration and in His resurrected
body. But when the vision of the Lord of
Glory appeared to John at the end of his
life at Patmos (Rev. 1:9-18), then the
radiancy of the vision, the searing brightness of it, the glory of it, overwhelmed
him and he fell at Christ's feet as one
dead

t
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What do you mean when you call ¡3u,
"Lord"? Is He just someone you honour
and respect but do not see as God? Or

do you accord Him higher honour,

as

is
those who saw Him as the Messiah
He inside your heart but not yet on- the
Throne? Or maybe He is your Lord as He
was John's. But if John, the elder of the

Church, the beloved disciple, fell at
Christ's feet as one dead, how are we to

stand when we see Christ revealed as the
Lord of Glory? Let us ask for cleansing
from all our sins that our eyes might see
this new vision. There is no doubt that
Jesus is Lord. How is He your Lordh
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field of the
Christian ministry, long lists of specifications involving 'youth; work, social attitudes, academic excellence and business
management are often put forward as the
basic requirements for the "successful"
applicant for the position being offered! If
preaching ability and competence in expounding Scripture is mentioned, it is a
rarity.

Even in evangelical circles where
"preaching" is supposed to be more in
demand, the standard of preaching and
the use (or abuse) of Scripture are frequently astray from the Biblical norm. In
former times there have been many
examples of the abuse of Scripture by
those in high places. A startling example
in sub-apostolic times is that of the author
of the Epistle of Barnabas, when, in
exegeting some of the Levitical food
prohibitions, he writes: "'And thou shalt
not eat. . . the lamprey, or the polypus,
or the cuttlefish' means 'Thou shalt not
join thyself or be like to such men as are
ungodly to the enil, and are condemned
to death."'! Then there was the notable
example of Cyril of Alexandria who
"proved" in his 17 books on "Worship in
Spirit and Truth" that all Mosaic institutions were an allegory of the Gospel, but
only succeeded (according to Adam
Clarke) in providing us with "a proof of

how Scripture may be tortured to

say

anything."
These times are, however, not very far

removed from today. Apart from the
ceaseless round of sermons exalting a
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debased humanistic concept of "love"
totally foreign to the Scriptures, there are
those in evangelical preaching places,
commonly using as their rule of thumb
the sevenfold paradigm of dispensationalism, who are totally devoted to majoring
on minors. It was of such a preacher of
holy trifles that Spurgeon wrote in his
lectures on "Sermons
Their Matter":

-

"He is great upon the ten toes of the
beast, the four faces of the cherubim,
the mystical meaning of the badgers'
skins, and the typical bearings of the
staves of the ark, and the windows of

Solomon's temple: but the sins of
business men, the temptations of the
times, and the needs of the age, he
scarely ever touches upon. Such
preaching reminds me of a lion engaged in mouse-hunting or a man-of-

n
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war crusing after a lost water-butt"
(Lectures, Vol. 7, P. 79)
Surely this brings home to us again the

pre-eminent need of this day
preachers who are able expositors and
proclaimers of the Word of God.
But what are the really basic lessons
that today's pupil has to learn in order to
be equipped to be tomorrow's preacher?
Assuming (hopefully correctly!) that every
student in our College is a seriousminded, converted Christian with a Biblical approach to the work of the ministry, that student must go further inwardly
in the study of himself. With much modern teaching being humanistic at the root,
imagining that man is basically good and
has only to be put in the right environment to develop, the Scriptures again
need to be reÍerred to for certain basic
principles which must be remembered in
a proper educational environment. We
will consider just three of these at present:

1.

The Nature of Man

Jeremiah is a constant reminder that
"the heart of man is deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked" (17:9)
and Paul reinforces this in the New
Testament when he illustrates the abiding conflict within the heart of a Christian
(Romans 7:15-25). Theref.ore, any form
and method of training which fails to take
into account this truth will lapse into an
easy indifferentism, trusting to the native
ingenuity of the individual to discipline
himself for the work of the ministry. God
dealt with the children of Israel both
through rewards and punishments and
constant stress on learning and revision of
the lesson of former days. Any serious
training for the ministry will take into

account the necessity for similar principles to be employed, thus stressing the
need for positive, directive teaching, with
testing and examination procedures in
which it is possible to fail! A distinction, of
course, would need to be made between
those who are officially students for the
ministry and those who may just be doing
a subject or two for personal edification;
in the case of the latter, the motivation is
personal, but with the former, the whole
well-being of the Church is at stake, and
woe betide us if we offer to the Lord that
which costs us nothing!

2.

The Nature of True Knowledge and
Wisdom

Sometimes we can be truly set back
when some philosopher would tell us that
"knowledge, the possession of truth,.is
acquired when the knowing activity is
focused upon the knowable in obedience
of the laws of knowing" (p. 140 "An
Introduction to Christian Philosophy", J.
M. Spier, Craig Press, 1966)ll Yet Scripture is quite clear on the subject of
knowing truth. God has revealed Himself
to man in two ways, as Psalm 19 indicates: in Creation and in His written
Word. Scripture indicates that it is possible for man to have a knowledge of God
through His revelation which is not a
saving knowledge (Romans 1:18-22).
This knowledge can involve such knowledge as creation and the world around us
provides, and includes the arts, sciences
and other fields of study, including, of
course, the Scriptures as a literary production! The tragedy of this knowledge is
that with so many it is not in the "Íeat of
the Lord". It is so true that the fear of the
Lord is the beginning of knowledge and
wisdom. When a person is truly bornagain in the image of God, he is a new )
t29
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creation in knowledge, righteousness and
true holiness {Eph. 4:24, Col.3:10) and
this marvellous act affects his intellect as
well as his emotions and will.

Instead of preaching to their children as
individuals, that they are sinners needing
to repent and believe the gospel, they
have replaced this with environmental

via a "Christian" home, a
"Christian" school and the realised

salvation;
The function, then, of the Church is to
proclaim the gospel of salvation to sinners, that through being born again of the
Spirit their eyes may be opened, and in
repentance toward God and faith towards
our Lord Jesus Christ be converted and
thus be placed in the position of fearing
the Lord, which is the commencement of
true wisdom. Then, if they lack wisdom,
let them ask of God (James 1:9).

This Biblical dichotomy between
general and special revelation must be
preserved today. It is clear from Scripture
that fallen man has a knowledge of
various aspects of general revelation
the hypocrites can even discern the
weather signs in the sky! This dichotomy
is essential to the Church fulfilling its
exclusive New Testament function: that of
heralding the gospel of salvation to sinners and instructing the saints in visible
Churches. Today, in much "reformed"
thinking, this distinction is either ignored
or denied. From Amsterdam and Toronto
come the trumpetings of devotees calling
the saints to bring redemption into physics, bricklaying, the dance, cookery, the
arts and education in general. The "gospel for the whole of life" is somewhat
enthusiastically (if not confusedly) embraced, resulting in the strange spectacle of churches spending the vast majority
of their time and energies in. Christian
schools for the covenant seed, in Christian political parties and labour unions for
the older, without spending a great deal
of time or money on sending missionaries
to the heathen (whether in or out of
Australia) or on Church establishment.
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eschatology of an implanted kingdom of
God in this world.

od dealt with the children
of Israel both through
rewards and punishments and
constant stress on learning and
revision of the lesson of former
days. Any serious training for the
ministry will take into account the
necessity for similar
principles. . .
thus stressing . . . teaching, with
testing and examination
procedures in which it is possible
to fail! , ,

True theological training will devote its
energies toward New Testment emphases. We do not see New Testament
Churches or individuals running about
establishing Christian schools, Christian
Scholarship Associations or the like, but
rather they went about preaching Christ
and Him crucified for sinners and the
hope of the resurrection, exhorting sinners from every racial cultural and educational background to repent and believe
the gospel. In order to avoid confusion as
to what the gospel is, Paul defines this
adequately in 1 Cor. I5:t-4. Therefore
every true preacher will be equipped
towards that end and every sidetrack
must be recognised for what it is and
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sedulously avoided. Even the worthy task
of caring for widows was seen by the
apostles as a problem in the early Church
and had to be put into a right perspective
(Acts 6:1-4) apart from the ministry of the
Word and prayer.

3.

The Nature of our own hearts

Of all the branches of learning which
may confront us today, the knowledge of
ourselves and our own corruption remains the pressing but elusive task of
every Christian in general, and of every
minister in particular. To the preacher in
particular the cry "Physician, heal thyself!" can so often be directed. Therefore
every student for the ministry, as an elder,
must be part and parcei of the life of the
visible church where we are faced with a
continual process of self-examination
with the psalmist who cried "Search me,

O God... know me... try me..."

(Ps. 139:23, 24).When discipline comes,
then each elder has to search himself as
well as facts and issues in matters that
have arisen in the Church.

Plutarch tells of the one who, on
hearing the nightingale singing so sweetly, exclaimed, "Oh, that I had this bird!
Surely it is a rare dish!" However, upon
having the bird served up to him and
finding little on it, he exclaimed "Vox es,
etpraeterea nihil" ("Thou art a voice, and
beyond this, nothing!") Spencer, in commenting on this and the preacher, concludes: "lt were far better to make less
use of his lungs and more of his heart
which will at the last prove to be a great
comfort to his o'Ívn soul and advan.
tageous to those that hear him." (P. 534,
"Things New and Old" Dickenson, London, 1868).
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Thus Paul warns us against just being
sounding brass and tinkling cymbal, and
urges upon us love. The preacher can
never save sinners until he has seen his

own sin and wondered with a

great

wonder as to how God should love"him
and have mercy towards him. Rev. Alexander Reid, in the prelace to his book on
"The Blood of Jesus" (Nisbet, London,
1880 p. 10), gives the account of one
who wandered for years in a religious
"legal mire" without realising this radical
defect. In the writer's own words: "My
error was in believing that religion consisted in knowing, apart from realising;
and my conscience, not being spiritually
aroused, I perserved in my delusion for
about a dozen years."

In our sanctification, we too must
realise with the Reformer that "Old Adam
is too strong for young Melanchthon",
else, like a novice, upon entering into the
work of the ministry we be lifted up with
pride and fall into the condemnation of

the devil.

While it is necessary then for our
Colleges to give due weight to the training of today's pupils in the Biblical
disciplines so often associated with such
training, they will never be Godempowered preachers tomorrow without
these principles being stamped upon their
souls and experienced by the sometimes
painful, but always necessary, searching
applicartion of the Scriptures by the power
of the Spirit through wise and discerning
lecturers who themselves have undergone similar moulding through the years
of heat and pressure in the formwork and
fabric of the Christian ministry, and
whose labours have been owned of God.
May God give us such pupils today, to be
traincd as preachers for tomorrow. r
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istorically, the Christian Church has
looked upon the Scriptures as the
inspired, infallible Word of God. Today,
subtle attacks are being made against this
doctrine. Therefore it is necessary to
carefully define our terms.

By the term, "inspiration," the Church
has understood the truth of II Peter
7:20,2L: "Knowing this first that no Scripture is of any private interpretation. For
the prophecy came not at anytime by the
will of men, but holy men of old spoke as
they were moved by the Holy Spirit."

"lnspiration" then, points to the truth
that the Scriptures are the Word of God
because whatever it says, God has said. It
is not a book in which, by searching, one
may find some of the Word of God. But it
is a book which is the Word of God. This
truth is further borne out by the words of
the Apostle Paul to Timothy: "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is
profitable. .
UITimS:16). Scripture,
then, is God's Word in its entirety. It is sad
to note that some new versions have
translated this verse: "All Scripture that is
inspired by God is profitable. . .". Such a
translation does great injustice to the

."

context of this portion. Young Timothy
was being assured that all Scripture was
profitable. It was so because it was, in its
entireg, God's holy Word.
L32

"lnfallible" is another term used by the
believing Church to describ e the Scriptures. To be infallible is to be without
error or to be incapable of error. We
know from the very nature of God that
He is infallible. The Psalmist says, "As for
God, His way is perfect, the Word of the
Lord is proven; he is a shield to all those
who trust in him" (Ps. 18:30). We can
depend on God because He is infallible.
And if, indeed, this infallible, unchanging
Creator has revealed Himself to man in
the Scriptures then the Scriptures must
also be infallible. Though the men God
used were imperfect men, their imperfection did not enter into the Holy Record
because their writing was not of their own
volition but they were moved by God. By
the term, "infallible" then, we mean that
the Bible is free from error in its entireþ in

the original writings, not only in

its

teachings, but in its facts and ¡udgements

as well. This attitude of entire trust in
every word of Scripture has been a
characteristic of the people of God from
the very foundation of the Church.
The early Church Fathers spoke with
one voice concerning the inerrant Word
of God. And while they did not agree with
Origen on many points, they joined with
him in asserting that the Holy Spirit was
co-worker with the Evangelists in the
composition of the Gospels, and that
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Greek minuscules

Hebrew

theref.ore any lapse of memory, error, or
falsehood was impossible to them.

All of the early Church councils stood
on the truth that God was the author of
the Scriptures. The first Protestant creed
of record, the Augsburg Confession, recommends itself for consideration only on

the grounds that, "it is drawn from the
Holy Scripture, the Pure Word of God."
Until very recently, all the creeds which
followed this grew more explicit in defending the position that the Christian
faith is revealed through the inspired,
infallible Word of God.
The record clearly shows that from its
beginning and constantly through its history, the Christian Church has accepted
and strongly taught this truth.

Attacks on the Scripture
For the first 1800 years of the Church,
with the exception of a few small cultic
groups, there was no deviation from this
position of complete trust in the Holy
Scriptures. Even through the Dark Ages,
when Scripture was often ignored or
covered with human tradition, it was still
held to be God's inerrant Word. Then in
the late 1800's theologians at the old
centres of theology in Europe began to
apply the ideas of unbelieving philosophers to the Scriptures. Their godless
ideas poisoned young minds from around
the world who travelled to these schools
for training. Within a few decades the
Church was filled with great controversy.
There were many issues involved in this
controversy such as the deity of Christ,
the Virgin Birth, and the vicarious atoner33
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ment. All of these could be summed up as
one major crisis of faith. This crisis centered around the historic Christian position concerning the inspiration and infallibility of the Holy Scripture. For if the
Bible had been accepted as the inspired
Word of God, there could have been no
controversy since its pages strongly support all these major doctrines of the Faith.

the other side are men who say that the
Scriptures are inspired, but do contain
errors, at least in areas of science and
history. It is important to note that these
men want to retain the term, "inspiration" while at the same time claiming that
the Scriptures have errors in them. They
aîe questioning the very basis of the
Faith, that is, the accuracy and, therefore,
the reliabiliÇ of the Holy Scripture.

Attacks on the trustworthiness of Scripture have continued to plague the believing Church. The old line modernists
scoffed at the idea of the Bible being the
Word of God. We can easily recognize
these men and mark them as evil. The
present attack on the Scripture, however,

*oar-

is far more subtle. Those holding this
heresy often call themselves "conservatives". Many of these men say they hold
most, if not all, of the fundamentals of the
Faith. They all strongly claim to believe
that the Scriptures are the inspired Word
of God. They say that they simply want to
take a more intellectual approach to
Scripture. However, there is a growing
concern as to where this so-called, "more
intellectual approach" leads. Some neoevangelical scholars have already suggested that Christians can make minor
"mental adjustments" about the Scriptures and thus, be able to retain inspiration without inerrancy!

And this is the basic point of what has
come to be called, "The Inerrancy Debate." The arguments are often couched
in theological terminology, but the basic
issue is. whether or not the inspired Word
of God, the Holy Scripture is without
error. On the one side we have those who
hold to the historic Christian position that
the Scriptures being inspired by an infallible God, are therefore without error in
every area in which they speak. And on
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Our Defence

For a quarter of a century the Far
Eastern Bible College has stood firmly in
the belief that the Bible is God's inspired,
inerrant and infallible Word. And in order
to remain firm in this biblical position we
must protect ourselves against this renewed effort to bring a weak view of the
Holy Scripture into the Church.
We can protect ourselves first of all, by
realizing the seriousness of this heresy. It
is not a matter of minor disagreements.
The inerrancy of the Scriptures has always been attacked by those who wish to

disbelieve the Bible at some particular
point. This continues to be the case
today.

If the Bible is in error in the

areas

questioned then Jesus was also involved
in error when He witnessed to the authenticity of Adam and Eve, as well as
Noah and the flood. If such points of
history and science in the Scriptures are
not true, Jesus was either not divine and,
therefore, not omniscient, or else He was

not truthful. So one holding such

a

position concerning the Scriptures is in
danger of doubting the deity and truthfulness of Christ.

e must realize that the
holding of any form of

limited or qualified inerrancy, no
matter how stated, will ultimately

bring about doctrinal errors. t t

if the Bible is not reliable in
and history then it cannot
science
areas of
be reliable in areas of doctrine, since the
teaching of the Scriptures is presented in
portions containing history and science.
We must realize that the holding of any
.form of limited or qualified inerrancV, rlo
matter how stated, will ultimately bring
about other doctrinal errors.
Further,

Secondly, we can protect ourselves by
remaining informed concerning the developing theologicalscene as it affects the
Scriptures. Through changing terms, clever presentations and appeals, the unin-

formed can be easily misled. We must
remember that today words often mean
only what the speaker wants them to
nlean. We can no longer simply state that
we believe in the inspired, inerrant Word
of God. But we must clearly define our
terms and boldly state our position
which is the belief that the Scriptures, all

66 books of the Old and New

Testa-

ments, are fully and equally inspired by
God and without error both in whole and
in part, in every area in which it speaks.
We must demand this same clear statement from every Church, school, and
teacher with whom we fellowshiP.

And finally we can protect ourselvesby
recognizing the very real and present
danger to our young men, many of whom
long for the higher learning and prestige
of western scholarship, We must remember that throughout the last 200 years of
Church history, it has been in the area of
higher education that the trustworthiness
of the Scriptures has been attacked. If the
Far Eastern Bible College is to remain
true to the Faith then our young graduates must attend seminaries and graduate schools which also hold true. To come
out from among those holding heresy and
to remain separate from them has been a
Biblical focal point throughout the twenty-five year history of the Far Eastern

ahead.

Let us be willing to PaY the Price of
obedience in order to truly honor the
Lord who gave Himself for our salvation.
Let us hold forth the inerrant Word of
God in the days ahead even as we have in
I
the days gone by.
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major hindrance to effective communication and understanding
u-ong God's people today, especially between those who belong to
different "denominatiohs," is the question of the clariÇ or perspicuity of biblical
revelation concerning doctrine and prac-

blame God for being obscure
written revelation?

tice.

they contain "some things hard to understand" (2 Pet. 3:16). Our Lord denounced some of His own disciples as
"foolish men and slow of heart to believe
in all that the prophets have spoken"
(Luke 24:25). Such biblical warnings can
be greatly multiplied.

Iì
I^ \

The basic question each one of us must
face (and some day answer to God for) is
this: "How can I really know what God is
teaching me in His Word?" In the first
place, it must be honestly recognized that

Peter rcfened to the deadly danger
which "untaught and unstable" people
face when they "distort" things which
Paul taught in his letters, even though

'rì'

for some people nothing in the bible ever

becomes "cleat." Throughout church
history many who have claimed to be
"biblical Christians" have drastically distorted or openly denied such basic doc-

trines as the triunity of God, the inerrancy
of the Bible, a literal creation week, the
absolute deity of Christ, His virgin birth,
miraculous works, bodily resurrection,
literal second comingand millennial kingdom, and an eternalhell. Are such denials
really excusable? May such persons
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Heretical and even unregenerate persons may hide under the challenge: "l
don't see that in the Bible!" But where do
we draw the line on this delicate but
infinitely important question of the clarity
of Scripture? Actually, there is no such
thing as an absolute "line" of theological
discernment which finite minds can draw.
Instead, there is a continuum which God
Himself provides: the closer we walk with
our Lord the clearer will be our understanding of His will (John 7:17 - "if any

¡i

man is willing to.do His will, he shall
know of the teaching, whether it is of
God"l. Berean Christians, for example,
were "more noble-minded" than those of
Thessalonica because "they received the
word with great eagerness, examining
the Scriptures daily, to see whether
these things were so." (Acts 17:11).
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"those who work hard at preaching and
teaching" are "worthy of double honor"
(1 Tim. 5:lV. This involves prayer (Psa.
779:79-"Open my eyes that I may behold wondertd things from Thy law'),
patience, self-discipline, and the spiritual
humility and courage to change our
theological convictions when necessary.
New insights to revealed truth may come
through the perspectives of other men of
God (prov. 27:l7-"iron sharpens iron, so
one man sharpens another').

Once theological truth is discovered,
we have the obligation before God to
obey it, for "one who looks intently at the
perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides
by it . . . this man shall be blessed in what
he does" (James 1:25). Or, negatively,
"the one who knows the right thing to do,

Now, of what does this continuum of
theological discernment and maturiÇ
consist? It begins with "the anointing
from the Holy One" which gives us such
a potential for God's truth that we "have
no need for anyone to teach" us that
Christ is our Lord and that the Bible and

the Bible alone is divinely authoritative (l
John 2:20, 27). Then, there is that "great
eagerness" for divine truth which the
Berean Christians manifested. Along with
this is the command to "be diligent to
present yourself approved to God as a
workman who does not need to be
ashamed, handling accurately the
Word of Truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). Handling the Scriptures "accurately" must be
an extremely important (and relatively
rare) characteristic of pastor/ teachers, for

and does not do it, to him it is sin"
(James 4:17; cf. John 13:14. "411 Scripture is inspired by God" and is profitable,
not only for teaching," but also "for
reproof, for correction," in order that
"the man of God may be adequate,
equipped f.or every good work" (2 Tim.
3:16-17. "I1 we go on sinning wilfully
after receiving the knowledge of the
Truth," there remains "a certain terrifuing
expectation of judgment" (Heb. 12:2627). Thus, God's people must "consider
how to stimulate one another to love and
good deeds. .. encouraging one
another" (Heb. 12:24-25).

But who can really tell whether one
interpreter of the Bible is more accurate
than another? ln the long run, our Lord
said, "you will know them by their fruits"
(Matt. 7:16-20). The apostle John wrote
that teachers of error "went out from us,
but they were not really of us; for if they
had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, in)
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tudes

in handling His Word will be

exposed (1 Cor. 3:10-15; 4:1-S;

2 Cor.

5:70, Rom. 2:76, 14:10; Luke B:17;
12:47). At first glance, some biblicai

of Hebrews: "you have become dull of

hearing . . . you ought to be teachers . . .
you have come to need milk and not solid
food. . . not accustomed to the word of
righteousness . . . solid food is for the
mature, who because of practice have
their senses trained to discärn good and
evil" (Heb. 5:11-14). "Solid foãd" doc_

,

îI

he

fruits

of

false

or

inadequate biblical
instruction will be seen by God,s
people sooner or later, Íór sound
teaching leads to maturitv in our
Iives as we obey Him. , ,

doctrines may seem to be more clear than
others. But they are all important. For
example, the Sadducees denied the resurrection of the body because they could

not "see'' it taught in the Scriptures. But
our Lord "astonished" the Jewish multi_
tudes and "put the Sadducees to silence"
by showing (through the precise use of
theological inferenðes) thaì they should
have_ seen bodily resurrection tauqht in
Exodus 3:6. He held them comp-letely
accountable: "You are mistakeÅ, not

understandi.ng_the Scriptures, or the pow_

er of God" (Matt. 22:29).

. Go.d expects His people to dig deeply
into the infinitely precious Word'He nas
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to the_ person who demands,
,,Jhr.,
Ðnow me where the Bible clearly
teaches that!" God's servants rnuy *"il
reply: "Join

us in_ searching the Scrip_
tures to discover God's preci,ous Truth!"
May God equip us in His love, patience,
and wisdom to encourage His óeorrle in
that search and discovenTl
r

The five points of Calvinism are:

1. Total DePravitY of Man

2. Unconditional Election
3. Limited Atonement
4. Irresistible Grace
5. Perseverance of the Saints

1. Total DePravþ
This concerns the condition of man'
Man does not have the abiliÇ to please
G;á. H" is totally without any merit of his
own for his salvation'

C

alvinism is a sYstem of theologY

derived from the great French
reformer, John Calvin (1509-

L564)

The Synod of Dort met in 1618 to
closely eiamine the "five points" i'e' the
five átti.lnt of Faith based on the

of a Dutch Seminary professor,
teachings
"Arminius.
These "five points"
James
followers after his
by.his
up
were drawn
death.

The Synod of Dort unanimouslY reiected thã "five points of Arminianism"
äft"r .o-paring ihem with the Word of
God and'findiñg them heretical. It then
set forth the true Calvinistic teaching
based on the Word of God, which has
since been known as the "five points of
Calvinism". These five points refute the
"five points of Arminianism"'

feelings, warps his will, blinds his conscience, and afflicts his bodY'

The Bible teaches clearly that man by

(Rom.5:12).
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that they may be ever seeing but never
perceiving and ever hearing but never
understanding . . . (Mark 4:11 [f). The
natural man is unable to understand

spiritual truth: "The man without the
Spirit (i.e. the natural man) does not
accept the things that come from the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to
him, and he cannot understand them,
because they are spiritually discerned"
(l Cor 2:14). He is naturally sinful:

i)

By Birth: "Surely I have been a sinner
from birth, sinful from the time my
mother conceived me" (Ps 51:5).

ii) By Practice: "The LORD saw how
great man's wickedness on the earth
had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil all the time" (Gen 6:5).
The biblical picture of the natural man
is like Lazarus in his tomb: dead, lifeless
and helpless. The Lord had to infuse life
into him to raise him from the dead.
Similarly, it is the Lord alone who can

impart life to those who are dead "in
and sins" (Eph 2:11.

It may be hard to believe that God can
by-pass some and choose others unconditionally. It is easier to believe that God's
election is conditionaland that God elects
individuals because He foresees ahead of
time that they would respond to the
Gospel out of their own will and abiliþ.

Yet did not God call Abraham out of
heathenistic Ur of the Chaldees and leave
others to continue in their heathenism?
God chose Israel to be His own people.
How? "The Lord did not set His affection
on you and choose you because you
were more numerous than other peoples,
for you were the fewest of all peoples.
But was because the LORD loved
you . . ." (Deut 7:V. God chose the cunning and scheming Jacob and not the
elder Esau in order that God's purpose in
election might stand, not by works but by
Him who calls. (Rom. 9:11-12). Saul the
ardent persecutor of the early Church,
who later called himself the "chief of all
sinners", continually recalled the marvellous grace of God in his salvation. Paul
had no merit of his own.

it

left to be dealt with justly for their sins.

Jesus clearly said "You did not choose
Me, but I chose you . . ." (Jn 15:161; God
will have mercy on
said to Moses
whom have mercy, and will have
compassion on whom I have compassion" (Rom 9:15). Eph. 1:4,5 tells us
"For He chose us in Him before the
creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in His sight. In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with
His pleasure and will . . ."

The divine choice is based not on any
merit or condition in man, present or
foreseen, but solely on His own good
pleasure and sovereign will.

Rom 8:29 however says "For those
God foreknew, He also predestinated".
This may suggest that God foresaw and
knew ahead of time those who were

transgressions

I

2. Unconditional Election
This point has two main emphases

i)

ii)
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God sovereignly initiates the eternal
salvation of certain individuals (the
elect) and by-passes the rest, who are

"l

I

going to believe in Christ and therefore
"elected" them to eternal life. What it
really says is that God knew the individuals themselves not just what they

would do or not do. The word "f.oreknew" here is equivalent to "foreloved".

We are chosen not because of our
faith, repentance and , good works but
chosen and regenerated to display them.
"For we are God's workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do"
(Eph. 2:10). Acts 13:48 clearly states that
the act of believing was on account of
election." . . . and all who were
appointed for eternal hfebelieved". Faith
is not produced by ourselves for "it is the
gift of God" (Eph 2:8).

It is thus clear that Salvation is of the
LORD. God in His own wisdom chooses
those whom He will save for reasons that
are sufficient to Himself.

3. Limited Atonement
Only God could save and He did, in
His abundant love and mercy, elect some
of the condemned to be säved. However,
election merely marked out those to be
saved, and a full, perfect and satisfactory
atonement was still needed for the sins of

the elect so that God might be,

as

Spurgeon puts it, not only a Saviour, but
"a just God, and a Saviour". The atonement was accomplished by Christ's suffering and death on the Cross, thereby
procuring salvation for God's chosen
ones.

The Bible clearly teaches that "Christ
died positively and effectually to save a
certain number of hell-deserving sinners
on whom the Father had already set His

Iree electing love. The Son pays the debt
for these elect ones, makes satisfaction for
them to the Father's justice, and imputes
His own righteousness to them so that
they are complete in Him.

C
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t is thus clear that Salvation is
of the LORD. God in His
own wisdom chooses those whom
He will save for reasons that are
sufficient to Himseff.) )

I

The purpose of Christ's coming to
earth and dying on the Cross is plain in
the Scriptures, ". . . and you are to give
Him the name Jesus, because He will
save His people from their sins"
(Mat. L:21). The Lord Jesus Christ "loved
the church and gave Himself up for her"
(Eph 5:251. "He was delivered over to
death for our sins and was raised to life for
our justification" (Rom 4:251, "by His
knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and He will bear their iniquities" (lsa 53:11). These verses, and
many more, clearly teach that Christ
came to die for a particular or certain
number of people, indeed, His very own,
which the Father had elected to give to
Him from eternity past.

4. Irresistible Grace
God provides the means to call His
chosen ones into the benefits of salvation
which He has procured for them. This is
logical. "And those He predestined, He
also called". (Rom 8:301. God not only
elected from eternity some to be saved,
He also called them, in time. Paul wrote¡

t4t

to the Thessalonian Christians: "But we
always thank God for you, brothers loved
by the Lord, because from the beginning
God chose you to be saved through the
sanctifying work of the Spirit and through
belief in the truth. He called you to this
through our gospel, that you might share
in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ"
(ll Thess. 2:73,74, cf. 7 Thess 1:4,5).

CHRISTIA
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tion, will definitely come and none will be
left out. "No one can come to Me unless

the Father who sent me draws him."
(John 6:44).

Through the inward call of the Holy
Spirit, an inward change is wrought in the
heart of the elect sinner so that he can
now understand and believe spiritual
truths. The Spirit creates in him a new
heart and a new nature. He is born again.

INSTI.
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Perseverance

Of The Saints

God will preserve those who are saved
so that none of them will ever be lost.
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This refers only to those who have
been called by the Spirit. They are
enabled to persevere. Many who only
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From the Title Page

of lst Edition of Calvin's

Institutes.

When the gospel invitation is presented, two calls are involved. First, there
is the outward call, which is the "word of
the preacher", and this call brings forth
different reactions in different hearts.
However there is one thing it cannot do
by itself. It cannot work salvation in the
sinner's soul. Only when this outward call

is accompanied by an inward call of
God's Holy Spirit, who alone can and will
"convict the world of guilt in regard to sin
and righteousness and judgement", will
there be salvation wrought in the soul.

And when the Holy Spirit does call

a

sinner by His grace, the call is irresistible,
i.e. it cannot, and never will be frustrated.

John 6:37 says, "All that the Father
gives me will come to Me, and whoever
comes to Me I will never drive away". All
the elect given to Christ, without excep142

profess Christ will fall away, for they were
never partakers of God's grace in the first
place. A true believer may fall into
temptations, and even commit grievous
sins, but he will not lose his salvation. This
does not imply that the Christian may be
free to sin as much as he likes because, if
he does, the Lord will discipline him.
Moreover, a truly regenerated heart will
be restless if it does sin. If someone
professes to be a Christian and yet loves
sin, there is reason to doubt if he has ever
been regenerated at all. Such a person
should be alarmed, and sober up to the
warning giving in II Tim 2'.19 "Everyone
who confesses the name of the Lord must
turn away from wickedness".

The B-P Faith is Calvinistic Faith. It is
Faith based on the pure Word of God. On

that Word we

stand.

r

(Reprint from Life B-P Church 'V¡s¡on' Magazine,
1986-87)

tTl his thesis deals with the problem of
I tn" interpretation of Scripture
I through Dispensational theology,
and particularly with its negative attitude
toward the Law of Moses, which is also
reflected in its attitude toward the imprecatory Psalms. The purpose of this study,
as stated by the author in his preface, is
"to investigate whether such views are
warranted by Scripture."

The implications of this study for the
church would be manifold: it would
decide whether a born-again Christian
should be ruled by the Decalogue and
whether the imprecatory Psalms are applicable to him. If the Dispensationalists
are right, then the Decalogue should not
be given the place of honour that it has in
Reformed churches, and the imprecatory
Psalms should be treated as having been
written for our information rather than for
our help. On the whole, the Dispensationalists devalue much of the Old Testament.

If Scripture proves them wrong, then
this would mean that the preaching of the
Decalogue is essential, and that Dispensationalists are verging on the dangerous
ground of 'Dispensational antinomianism'. The issue dealt with is therefore a
very pefünent one, though it does not
affect the major.doctrines of the Bible.
Introduction
The introduction provides a backdrop
necessary for the understanding of the
rest of the thesis: the definition of the
term 'dispensation', the historical background of Dispensationalism, and the
various schools of interpretation within
Dispensationalism. History traces dispensational thought as far back as the seven-

OI.
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teenth century to Johannes Cocceius,
who began with three dispensations. As
many as fourteen dispensations have
been propounded after him, but the most
popular theory is that of seven dispensations in a system which is attributed to
John Nelson Darby, leader of the
Brethren movement. This system is wellestablished as the core of Dispensationalism today, mainly through the Scofield
Reference Bible. Each dispensation is
described by Scofield as a 'period of time
during which man is tested in respect of
obedience to some specific revelation of
the will of God.'

Unlike the ultra-Dispensationalism by
E. W. Bullinger, which rejects the Lord's
Supper and water baptism, the Darbyite
system only rejects the Law as being
applicable to the church, on the grounds¡
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that these were exclusively meant for
Israel, while grace came exclusively for
the Church. In contrast to this, Federal or
Covenant Theology sees both Law and
Grace as being given under one Covenant. Grace is not excluded from Israel in
the Old Testament, nor is Law excluded
from the Church. This is set forth in the
creeds of the Reformation, such as the
Westminster Confession of Faith, the
Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of
England and the Methodist Articles of
Religion. Present-day dispensationalism
is relatively a newcomer to the theologic-

al

the moral law as a rule of life

for
the
issue
with
Christians. Paulwas dealing
of circumcision which comes under the
ceremonial law, but at the same time, he
affirms the moral law when he says, "For
allthe law is fulfilled in one word, even in
this: Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself." (Galatians 5:14). These two examples out of the six will suffice to show
some of the errors in Dispensationalist
interpretation, but a greater error is demonstrated in the next chapter of the
book.

scene.

The Dispensational View of the
Teaching of Jesus
Dispensational Interpretations of the
Scriptures Examined

The passage under discussion here

is

the 'Sermon on the Mount'. The claim
The book then presents portions of
Scripture which Dispensationalists advance as 'proof texts' for their doctrine.
By interpreting six passages in context
and comparing them with the whole
Bible, the arguments presented by them
are found to be void of substance.

In the passage from John 1:16-17,
"And of his fullness have all we received,
and grace for grace. For the law was
given by Moses, but grace and truth came
by Jesus Christ," the relationship between the two ideas of law and grace is
shown to be one of synthesis than antithesis. The adversative 'but' in the English
version cannot camT the weight of the
Dispensationalist's argument because it is
non-existent in the Greek text.

As for the text in Galatians 3:19-25,
where the Law is referred to as a 'pedagogue' which brings sinners to Christ, it is
demonstrated that the intention of the
apostle was far from that of condemning
144

made by the Dispensationalists is that this
whole discourse can only be applied to
the Jews. They differentiate Christ's
teachings as per[aining to two different
kingdoms: the 'kingdom of heaven' and
'the kingdom of God', the former being a
physical nation and the latter being the
spiritual which applies to the church
today. Hence, they say that the 'Sermon
on the Mount' is for the Messianic kingdom which He came to inaugurate.

In order to make this assertion, they
resorted to drawing a line somewhere in
the course of Jesus' life where one
dispensation ended and another began.
Scofield placed this line at the crucifixion
of Christ, and then commented that "the
doctrines of grace are to be sought in the
Epistles, not in the Gospels" ! He also
claimed that the Sermon on the Mount
would see its fulfilment only in the Millen-

nium. The Millennial Kingdom

was

actually about to be set up on earth by
Jesus then, and the 'Sermon on the

Mount' was to be its constitution, but
because of the Jews' rejection of Christ,
the Kingdom was postponed to another
era. Instead of going on to promote this,
Christ switched to a spiritual message,
offering 'rest and service' to individuals
who needed it. The 'switch', according to
Clarence Larkin, took place just before
Matthew t7:27.
Such theory greatly incapacitates much
of the teaching of the four Gospels. The
Scriptures unequivocally refute this when
it says, "The law and the prophets were
until John: since that time the Kingdom
of God is preached and every man
presseth into it." (Luke 16:16) The postponed Kingdom theory is refuted on
three counts:

a. John the Baptist did nof herald a

condition of life, Jesus also abolished
Jerusalem as the centre of worship, which
would be an odd thing for Jesus to do if
He were trying to inaugurate a Jewish
kingdom.
Similarly, the 'Sermon on the Mount',

which Dispensationalists attribute to a
political, earthly kingdom, deals with
wrong heart attitudes rather than the state
of universal peace as portrayed in three
O.T. prophetic passages about this Millennial Kingdom. Moreover, it would be
unnecessary to include the prayer, 'thy
kingdom come' in the constitution of a
kingdom which is already come. There
are many other sound arguments shown
in the book which leave little room for
doubt that Jesus never intended to promote a political kingdom in any part of
His ministry, much less in His'Sermon on
the Mount'.

political, earthly kingdom.

b.

Christ did not offer a political, earthly
kingdom.

c.

The 'kingdom of heaven' that Christ
preached was not a political, earthly
kingdom.

John announced Christ as the 'Lamb of
God', the answer to the sins of the world.
He stressed only spiritual matters. Likewise, Jesus revealed that His mission and
purpose for coming was a spiritual one.
This is evident in His message to
Nicodemus, where He emphasized a
spiritual rebirth to qualify for entry into
the kingdom. Moreover, Jesus' motives
were far from political when He went out
of His way to speak to an outcast woman
of Samaria, and later, with her, to a whole
ciÇ. While demanding repentance as a

Finally, a study of the use of the term,
'kingdom of heaven' and 'kingdom of
God' in parallel passages shows that they
mean one and the same thing. This
refutes once and for all the idea that the
Gospels can be mutilated in the way

proposed by Dispensationalists.

A FullerSurvey of the Dispensational
View of the Law of Moses
This section analyses the Law of Moses
and especially the way that Dispensationalists regard it. First of all, Dispensationalists agree with Reformed theologians concerning the three-fold giving of
the Mosaic Law, as follows:

a.

the commandments (the morál law
summarized in the Decalogue)

as
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b. the judgements (judicial laws)

c.

the ordinances (ceremonial laws)

But the agreement ends here, because
the Dispensationalists regard the three as
forming one complete and inseparable
whole, and hence allthree are considered
as being done away with whenever any
abrogation of the 'law' is mentioned,
without regard to whether only one of the
three is meant. In so doing, the Dispensationalists have 'thrown out the baby with
the bath water.' They have made disparaging distinctions between the cere-

monial laws and the moral laws
exalting the former while labelling the

latter as 'purely and only a ministration of
condemnation and death.'

But why do the Dispensationalists have
this strange aversion for the moral law? It
is because of their misunderstanding of
grace. To them, grace is antitheticalto law
aT every point. So they 'persecute the law
as the Agar of the Christian church,'
'despising its low Jewish ancestry.' They
do not realise that by denigrating the law
of Moses, which Moses received from
God, they are also insulting the God who
made the law.

But while Dispensationalists do away
with the moral law, they face the problem
of passages in the epistles which clearly
reaffirm the Decalogue. This they do by
stating that 'the abiding principles of the
law which are adaptable to grace, are
carried forward and restated under the
teachings of grace, not as law, but reformed to the mold of infinite grace.'
They also claim that the Law will be
implemented again in greater severity
and detail (i.e. the 'Sermon on the
Mount') in the future Millennial Kingdom.
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Meanwhile, the only law applicable is the
'abiding principles of the law' which
Scofield refers to as the law of Christ.
Thus, the Dispensationalists make this

distinction between the Law of Moses
and the Law of Christ. Is this distinction
reallg' Ihere? To answer this, it is necessary to determine what Jesus Himself says
(and there are at least eleven passages
where Jesus refers to the Law) and this is
what the book deals with in the following
chapter.

The Dispensational View of the Law of
Moses Examined in the Light of the
Teaching of Jesus

Jesus says, concerning the law, that
"Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or

one tittle shall in no wise pass from the
law, till all be fulfilled." (Matthew 5:18).
Here, He clearly pledges allegiance to the

Mosaic Law. He even commands the
multitude to observe all that they are
bidden to do by the Pharisees and
scribes, who sit in Moses' seat. In regard
to the ceremonial law, our Lord displays a
purposeful reserve, fulfilling the rites of
circumcision, Passover and the temple
tribute. The fact that He instituted Baptism, and the Lord's Supper, which are
the equivalent of the ceremonial law for
the church, shows that Christ was not
averse to the ceremonial law, but rather
to its abuse by the Scribes and Pharisees.

In regard to the moral law, Jesus
explains its true interpretation in His
'Sermon on the Mount', which is not a
new interpretation, but rather the one
originally intended of the Law, but which
had become obscured and distorted by
subsequent teachers. His in-depth and
exacting interpretation reaches even to

the very thought-life of a person and He
says, "Except your righteousness shall
exceed the righteousness of the scribes
and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter

into the kingdom of

heaven."
(MatthewS:20). James echoes this in
"Even so, faith, if it hath not works, is
dead, being alone." (James 2:1V. And
what is works but a continuance in the
commandments of the law?

Likewise John also echoes this: "By
this, we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God, and keep His
commandments." (l John 5:2). It is

therefore clear that the Law, and

Jesus was now purging the Moral Law of

the distortions added to

it.

One notable example is the inaccurate
quotation of the Mosaic Law regarding
enemies. Human teachers had added to
the original words, and the people had
accepted it. But of this, Jesus says: "Ye
have heard that it hath been said, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour and hate thine
enemy. But I say unto you. ."
(Matthew 5:43). The phrase 'hate thine
enemy' is not located in the whole Old
Testament and is an erroneous interpolation of Moses' Law.

its

interpretation by Jesus in the 'Sermon on
the Mount', is meant not only for the
Messianic Kingdom, but for all men of all
time, remaining an eternal lighthouse for
both Jew and Greek, directing them to
Christ and enabling them to know His
will.
The Dispensational Evaluation of the
Law of Moses Measured in the Light of
the Teaching of Jesus

This section reveals many misinter-

of Scripture of Christ's 'Sermon on the Mount' which Dispensa-

As for the claim that the Mosaic Law is
inferior to the Law of Christ in its being
wholly negative, the Dispensationalists
have failed to acknowledge that the
positive aspects of the Law were also
taught by Moses, and that Jesus was
stating nothing new, but was really quoting from the Pentateuch when He gave
the two great commandments to "love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind
. . .thy neighbour as thyself." (Matthew
22:37, cf. Leviticus 19:18 and Deuteronomy 6:5).

pretations

tionalists have made and used to support
their propositi'on that the Mosaic Law is
inferior to the 'Law of Christ'. Careful
exegesis of Greek terms in Matthew
chapter 5 reveals that Jesus was in no
way comparing the Mosiac Law with the
Law of Christ, but, in fact, comparing the
Law which had been distorted and reduced to human sayings with the original
Law, which He Himself, as Jehovah, had
given to Moses. In the same way that
Jesus had purged the temple of the
pollution of vendors and moneychangers,

The Mosaic Law also has commands
which are similar in spirit to the 'Sermon
on the Mount': commands not to hate a
brother (Leviticus 19:17) and that a man
should help his enemy (Exodus2?:4,

Proverbs25:21) and love the stranger
(Leviticus 19:33).ln fact, every negative
expression of Law has a positive implication enjoined to it. This was recognized
by the Reformers when they composed
their confessions and catechisms, which
are effeclive in convicting the catechumen both of sins of commission as well as
sins of omission. (The value of the Law in )
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present-day evangelism has been

pressed.)

(

sup-

('T
I

he Dispensationalists
devalue much of the
Old Testament. If Scripture
proves them wrong, then this
would mean that the preaching
of the Decalogue is essential, and
that Dispensationalists are
verging on . . . dangerous
ground. ) )

The Sabbath, Tithing and Imprecatory
Psalms

The final chapters of the thesis deal
with specific issues which result from the
Dispensationalist view of the Law of
Moses. The fi
h
they claim to b
d
by the

Church.

n

is Colossians2:76.. "Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink or in
respect of an holyday, or of the new

refers to those of special occasions in the

no accusation against Him except the
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deeds of mercy and necessity which He
and His disciples performed.

The second issue dealt with is that of
Tithing. Careful understanding of Scripture reveals that tithing is not only commanded in the Mosaic Law, but is a
practice of the called of God, dating from
the time of Abraham. The prophet
Malachi charged those who withheld the
tithe as having robbed God, and Jesus
confirmed the validiþ of tithing rather

than condemned it, when He rebuked the
Pharisees for their corrupt way of tithing.

The third issue dealt with is that of the
'imprecatory Psalms', which are actually
part of the Law of Moses since our Lord
referred to Psalm 82 as 'your Law' when
He quoted from it. The Dispensationalists
claim that these Psalms are unsuited to
the church because in them there are calls
on God to destroy enemies, and these are
exclusively related to the experiences of
the Jews. But Christians also have a right
to pray for national justice like the Jews
did, since God is the one who gave the
nations their lands. They relate to the
experiences of Christians too.
Conclusion
This in-depth thesis has given much to

the Dispensational camp to answer.

Its

arguments will take much effort to refute.
No sounder arguments can ever be advanced than those which are based on
the careful and plain interpretation of
Scripture. The reader can rest convinced
that the Law of Moses and the Law of
Jesus is one and the same, and can find
much to benefit spiritually from meditating on them day and night (Ps. 1: l-S).

Amen.
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"All scripture is given by inspiration oÍ
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, Íor instruction in
righteousness: that the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works." (2 Tim 3:16-17)

t

¡::
J

octrine determines practice. The
66 books of the Bible by virtue of
their being the inerrant and infallible Word of God are our only authoritative rule for faith and practice. Since the
Bible is God's inspired Word to man, it is
imperative that we understand it the way
it was meant to be understood. For "no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation." (2 Pet 1:20) and it is of
prime importance that we rightly divide
the Word of truth (2 Tim 2:15). It is not
for us to add to or to subtract from God's
Word. The authority is not ours to interpret the Bible according to our whims and

t
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C-I'estimonies and

I

experiences are not
and cannot be authoritative.
They must not be used as a basis
for establishing fundamental
Christian doctrines ) )

Y
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Doctrine and Hermeneutics

Interpreting Scriptyre invariably involves hermeneuticsr. Fallacious doctrines stem from equally fallacious hermeneutics. Since our concern is the
questionable practices of the Charismatic
Movement, I propose that we direct our
attention to the root of the problem and
examine more pointedly how the Charismatics interpret Scripture in order to
answer the question:

Is

Charismatic hermeneutics, biblical

hermeneutics?

The time-honoured

historico-graminterpretation
which
matical method2 of
has commended itself to careful scholars

É

is the basis of biblical hermeneutics. The
aim of the historico-grammatical method
is to determine the meaning of the text as
required by the laws of grammar and the
facts of history. Charismatic hermeneutics, however, ignores the historical context of the Bible when interpreting historical narratives like the "Acts of the Apostles". This leads to a false belief that just
as God communicated His Word through
voices, visions and dreams in the days of )
7 the science of biblical interpretation
2 a method which seeks to asceftain the specific usage of
words as employed by an individual w¡iter and/or as
prevalent in a Particular age.
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old, He continues to do so today. Kenneth Hagin, a leading Charismatic says,
"God leads us today just like He led
the first Christians. . . . So we look
into the Acts of the Apostles and
elsewhere in the Bible to see how
He led them. At times some received guidance through a vision.
Others received guidance from an
angel who appeared and told them
what to do.
The Basis of Charismatic Hermeneutics

The Charismatics believe that God
continues to give revelations, visions,
dreams and speaks audibly to man even
today as He did in the Old Testament
times and in the New Testament period.
Revelations through dreams, visions and
voices, which they claim Io receive, are
equated to be as authoritative as the

the 66 Books of canonicWord of God
al Scripture. The basis Jor this view is
experience. Scripture is made to depend
on experiences.

The danger of holding to this form of
theology is that the authority of Scripture

is lowered by adding to it

so-called

revelations from God. Testimonies and
experiences are not and cannot be authoritative. They must not be used as the
basis for establishing fundamental Christian doctrines. All testimonies and experiences must be scrutinized in the light of
God's Word. They must find their basis in
God's Word and not vice-versa. The
historical context cannot be ignored.

The Completion of Revelation
Is the Bible complete or is there more

to be added to it? The Reformation
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slogan was "so/a scriptura" or "scripture
alone". The 66 Books of the Bible made
up the complete Word of God. Visions,
dreams and prophecies were ways wtiich
God used to reveal His Word in the past
through prophets in the Old Testament
and Apostles in the New Testament.

Historically, Íhere was a need for God
to employ such ways to reveal Himself.
This was because of the fact that when the
Church was still in its infancy, it only had
the Old Testament, and the New Testament was in the process of being written.
The historical situation was markedly
different from that of today. The racial
and religious climate of those days was
one of hostilip, especially between the
Jews and the Gentiles.

The traditional Jewish mindset which
held that salvation belongs exclusively to
the Jews had to be changed because the
gospel universal promised salvation even
to non-Jews, Hence, the Apostles were
divinely appointed to carry out Christ's
commission to establish the Church universal (Acts 1:8).ln order for their ministry to be authoritative, God endowed
upon them special sign gifts such as gifts
of healing and the working of miracles,
which served to authenticate both their
message and office as God's messengers.

Today, there is no necessiÇ for sign
gifts because they have already accomplished their purpose. The Church universal has been established and is "built
upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the
chief cornerstone." (Eph 2:20). Further,
we now have God's complete revelation
in His written Word (1 Cor 13:8-10,
Rev 22:18-191.

i',,¡¡lit¡,:

"Tongues of Angels"
Charismatic hermeneutics not only
ignores historical context but also grammatical rules. In support of the practice of
ecstatic tongues-speaking which they call
"tongues of angels", 1 Corinthians 13:1
is often cited as "proof-text". The Charismatics happily harp on this verse which
states "though I speak with tongues of men
and of angels . . " and then say, "See,
you have angelic tongues and these are
ecstatic utterances unlike any known language in the world; they aîe angelic
tongues." This proposition cannot hold
on two counts:
Firstly, it was taken out of its immediate
context. The passage here stresses the
supremacy of love and is not a discourse
on angelic tongues. A proper interpretation seeks to find out the central theme or
argument in the passage. One cannot
build a doctrine on one single verse or
phrase.

Secondly, Paul is using a figure of
speech in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. He is

using what^ grammarians call a
"hyperbole."' Bullinger, in his classic

study of. " Figures of speech used in the
Bible" states that we sometimes find in

the Bible "Hyperbolical l{ypotheses,

which are impossible in themselves, but
are used to express the greatness of the
subject spoken of." Bullinger also cites
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 as an example
where "There are many hyperbolical
hypotheses . . . to show the all importance of the love of God shed abroad in
the heart by the Holy Ghost."

To claim that 1 Corinthians 13:1 indicates that Paul spoke in an angelic language is as absurd as saying that 1 Corin-

r',i;r1l:ìrir.t,r'
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i't.t,;l

thians 73:2 proves that he moved mountains, understood all mysteries and had all
knowledge. Further, Paul taught the
permanence of love in the Christian
community over and against the temporal
nature of prophecies, tongues and knowledge which would cease when the perfect Word of God came.
By verbal analysis, we discover that the

word "perfect" (1 Cor 13:10) was used
18 times in the New Testament with
reference to the Word of God and not to
the second coming, millennium, or the

eternal state ( Mat 5:48, 19:21;
Rom. 3:15; Col 7:28, 4:12; Heb 5:74,
9:11; Js 7:4, 77,25,3:2 and 1Jn 4:18).
The word "perf.ect" signifies something
which has reached its end or completion.
Here, it points to the Word of God which
was in the process of being written and
which would ultimately come to completion. Upon completion, sign gifts such as
prophecies, tongues and knowledge
would cease. They were not meant to be
a permanent feature of the Church
(1 Cor 13:8).
Conclusion

It is clear that the Charismatics do not
employ biblical hermeneutics in interpreting Scripture. The erroneous doctrines of
the Charismatic Movement can be dispelled when we use correct hermeneutics.
Charismatic hermeneutics rely heavily on
experience as a basis in interpreting
Scripture. Careful exegesis of Scripture
by comparing scripture with scripture,
observing historical and grammatical
rules and by interpreting the text in its
context is a must for the careful student of
the Bible. In Charismatic hermeneutics,
this is almost, if not totally absent' I
3 A conscious exaggeration to inctease the eÍfect

of what is

said.
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t stands to the credit of a secular
journal Reader's Digest to alert the
world to the unchristian activities of
the World Council of Churches (WCC). In
1977 Clarence W. Hall shocked the
Christian public with the startling disclosure that the WCC's "Program to Combat
Racism" (PCR) was channelling funds to

aid 19 "liberation" movements, 14

o1

whom were engaged in guerilla activities
and four were avowedly Communist
(Reader's Digest October 1971).
By 1986 the WCC's PCR had extended
to 51 groups in over a dozen countries.
The major recipients of aid were the

outlawed African National Congress
(ANC) and the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), both en-

gaged in a campaign of violence aimed at
overthrowing the government of South
Africa and setting up a socialist-marxist
state.

I. Reader's Digest sounds alarm on
wcc
In 7982, Joseph. A Hanis exposed
once again the WCC's departure from the
Gospel with his article "Which master is
the World Council of Churches serving. . . Karl Marx or Jesus Christ?" (Reader's
Digest, October 1982) Reviewing the
grants from PCR's Special Fund, the article disclosed that nearly half of the money
had gone to the Soviet-backed guerilla
group (MPLA of Angola), the Marxist
FRELIMO in Mozambique, and SWAPO
in Namibia, which is Russian-supplied
and Cuban-trained. All these groups are
seeking to overthrow the white regimes in
southern Africa.

The WCC's efforts to fuel organized
social agitation extends around the globe:
to aboriginals in Australia, Eskimos in
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Canada, Koreans in Japan, Moroccans in
France, Haitians, Chicanos and fqrm
workers in America. The WCC directs
special attention to the USA where racism
is said to be "the predominant reality."
Among the groups receiving WCC funds
are

o The National Conference of Black
Lawyers-a group listed by the CIA
as a Soviet-front organization
o The American Indian Movement,
with ties with Cuba, China, the IRA,
the PLO and the US Communist
Party

o The Center for National Security
Studies, a leftist organization that
works against the interest of the
USA.

While the WCC channels funds to
various dissident and guerilla groups
fighting against capitalist regimes in the

II. The World Council is Red

free world, not a cent of PCR money goes
to dissident groups in the Soviet Union.
The WCC gives "kid-glove treatment" to
Marxist governments in general and the
Soviet Union in particular. Quoting from

No 5A Oct/Nov 1981 and (Vol 9lúo. 5
Sept/Oct 1983).

Joseph A. Harris' article-

"Usually so articulate on human rights,
the WCC turns a blind eye to the plight of
Ethiopia, where the Marxist government
has summarily executed over 10,000 persons for political reasons and closed more
than 200 churches. When the WCC Executive Committee got around to mentioning the Soviet invasion of Afghanis-

tan, two months after the fact, it said
merely that the move had "heightened
tension"; in the same communique, it
went out of its way to express "serious
concern" over the NATO decision to
deploy new missiles in Europe."

The B-P Banner said this before (Vol 7

The WCC, known as the United Nations of Christendom, is a council of some
300 churches from over 100 countries
with membership exceeding 400 million.
Founded in 7948, its prime objective is
the re-unification of Christendom, which
in essence means the return of the Protestant and Orthodox Churches to the

fold of Rome.

The direction and leadership of this
world body is vested in a Central Committee which is dominated by liberal,
Socialist, and pro-Marxist churchmen.

Since 1948 the WCC has followed a
course of increasing friendship with the
Communist bloc. It has become the ally
and handmaid of international Communism.

Reader's Digest has exposed the WCC
for what it is-tool of INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNISM.

A major component of the WCC is the
Church of England. In its official journal
Church Times, the editorial of November
27, 7975 observed: "ln recent years the
WCC has displayed a politicalbias recognisably Marxist in its preference for social
revolution of a leftward character over
any spiritual initiative of Christian mission
in the world." The Christian sheepskin
hides a Marxist wolf.

A story of official WCC publications
leaves little doubt that the WCC is committed to a worldwide programme of
spreading its Marxist-socialist message.
Through its "Education for Liberation",
the WCC promotes the Marxist ideology
that when people are indoctrinated with
ideas of "class struggle", they will liberatef
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themselves by violence, and a just and
classless society will emerge.By psychologicalsubversion, hatred of "the system"
is engendered and the groundwork for
violent revolution is laid. This is the Communist strategy for world conquest.

III.

The World Council Is For Violence

The casual reader and uninformed
observer would probably blink with disbelief. Can a Church Council which professes the Gospel of peace also be a party
to violence? Let the WCC speak for itself.
Its official publication Christians and
Communists (1980) subtly persuades
Christians to the Marxist viewpoint, with
statements such as " . we must also
discover the messianic and liberating
power of Jesus Christ and the challenges
it can pose to debased structures of political, economic, military, and scientifictechnological power." (p 57).
"Seen in this perspective the role of the
churches and the World Council of Churches is to support the struggle of the poor
and the oppressed towards justice and
self-reliance." (p 52) The demand for a
rejection of violence, frequently heard in
this context, can cloud the issue further.
Forces which appear to be "law-abiding"
and "peaceful" may be covertly more
violent in fact than those who take up
arms to overthrow them. It should be
clear that violence is not necessarily to be
equated with radicalism and revolution,
nor non-violence with gradualism and
reform." (p 47)

Among the lines advocated by the
WCC leadership is that of using so-called
"people politics." This is what the same
publication says: "People-politics is not
phony populism or folk wisdom. It works
t54

with its own blueprint for a better socieÇ,
improving and correcting that model
according to harmful or promising developments in the nation. It feels free to
borrow from the basic principles and daily
experiences of liberal-democratic, socialist, and Communist systems. It rejects the
arguments of petty partisan politics or
governments which claim to impose "law
and order" for the common good but
which exist only for their own purposes
and stifle any initiative or protest on the
part of their citizens." (p 66)

Only the wilfully blind will not see the
red mailed fist of the WCC aimed at the
free world's throat.
?
,i

IV. Billy Graham Aids Marxist Cause
In its relentless drive toward world conquest, the Soviet Communists maintain a
global psychological peace offensive. By
soothing rather than by shooting, they
hope to eventually overcome their capitalist adversary. By sweet words and infiltration of various social organizations (in
particular the church) the Soviet Union
gradually and progressively breaks down

the adversary's resistance and

destroys

his will to fight.

In 1982, this Soviet peace offensive
attracted 590 persons from 90 countries
to a "Moscow Peace Conference of
World Religions" to "save the sacred gift
of life from nuclear catastrophe." The star
delegate from the free world was Dr Billy
Graham whose presence and favourable
comments on the USSR gave the Scviets
immeasurable satisfaction and credibility
in the eyes of the world.

infiltrated various students' unions, the
Workers' Party and the Roman Catholic
Church. Some of the 16 people had been
trained in 'Liberation Theology.'
For many years the Editor of the B-P
Banner had warned against this new
ideology. At last it has surfaced in Singapore. Thank God for our Government's
vigilance and swift action. To many Singaporeans, Liberation Theology is something new.

In several statements made, both during and after his visit, Dr Graham conveyed the idea that there is religious
freedom and no repression in the USSR,
and that by comparison conditions in
England and America are not much better, if anything worse than in the Soviet
Union. By his association with top leaders

in the Communist world, including men
like Romesh Chandra, the Indian Communist and President of the World Peace
Council, Dr Graham has become an ally
and champion of the Soviet World Peace
Movement.

þ

Gustavo Gutienez

(a) What is Liberation Theology?

Billy Graham has done more than any
other man to obscure the evils of the
Communist system and to present the
Russians as a benign peace-loving, human rights respecting people. He has
done the free world a grave disservice
and injustice.

V. The Challenge Of

Liberation

Theology

In May 1987 the Singapore Government uncovered a marxist consipiracy to
subvert Singapore's social and political
system and establish a 'classless socieÇ'
patterned after the Communist system.
The conspiracy by a group of 16 had

Liberation Theology is a new Socialist
interpretation of the Gospel advanced by
a Peruvian priest Gustavo Gutierrez in
l977.lt states that a true understanding of
the Christian faith includes a political
commitment to change societ5r. The
thesis is basically Marxist: the existing
order is unjust; the present 'class system'
must be abolished by'class struggle' until
a 'classless socieÇ' emerges.
Liberar¡on is a threefold process:
(i) Analysis of the social system to
identify areas of injustice, inequality and
oppression. Oppressors are thereby un-)
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masked.

(ii) Conscientisation of the 'downtrod-

den' and 'exploited.' People must

be
made conscious of their oppression and
made to feel discontented and rebellious.
(iii) Praxis or struggle against the
oppressors by political activism, demonstrations, group action, and rebellion
(guerilla warfare), and violent revolution.

The Liberation Theologians work on
the premise that time and history are on
their side. The majoriþ of the world belong to the 'oppressed' category. The key
to victory in the struggle against the capitalist system is simply to mobilise the
masses against their capitalist oppressors.
This is 'people politics'. Neutraliþ is impossible. Any talk of reconciliation of the
classes is self-deception. The Liberation
Theologian has a duty to rouse the working class to join in the class struggle and
overthrow all existing capitalistic regimes.
(b) Who are the supporters of Liberation
Theology?
(i) In Latin America, the Roman Catho-

lic

bishops have endorsed Liberation
Theology. At their meeting at Medellin in
1,968 they gave their blessing to the concept of liberation. The Gospel, as now
understood, states that God has sent His
Son to liberate all men from inequality,
ignorance, hunger,'misery, oppression
and injustice.
(ii) Pope John Paul II, in his address to
another bishop's meeting also in Latin

America at Puebla in 1979, said that it
was right to work for liberation provided it
was an 'authentic liberation', resting on
the right view of Christ.
(iii)The officlalstatement of the Vatican
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made public in April 1986 declared its
stand on Liberation Theology. In a 60page booklet, it said that the Church
admitted recourse to armed struggle 'as a
last resort against obvious and prolonged
lranny' but warned against systematic
use of violence. Liberation Theology has
gained the approval of the RCC.

(iv) As mentioned earlier, Liberation
Theology has caught the imagination of
the WCC and its PCR, and multitudes of
its adherents in liberal-socialist leftistinclined churches throughout the world.
Liberation Theology is espoused by the
rebels in southern Africa (ANC, SWAPO,
FRELIMO, MPLA). Prominent among
churchmen who favour this new Marxist
ideology are Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
Head of the Anglican Church in South
Africa, and Dr Allan Boesak, President of
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches
and Senior Vice President of the South
African Council of Churches. In the Philippines there are the rebels under the
banner of the New People's Army (NPA)
fighting to overthrow the Aquino government.

(v) John Stott, leading Anglican
theologian favours Liberation Theology
in his book 'Christian Mission in the
Modern World'. Commenting on Gustavo Gutierrez's'A Theology of Liberation',
Stott says it is 'a desirable goal, pleasing
to God . . . Christians should be actively
involved in pursuing it. . . We should
have no quarrel with the goal he defines
. . . This is fully biblical . . . the goal is not
only better living conditions, a radical
change of structures, a social revolution; it
is much more: the continuous creation,
never ending, of a new way to be a man,
a permanent cultural revolution.' (pp 91,
92, 93)John Stott sees much virtue in the

doctrines of Marx. His views will sway the
evangelicals of the world.

(c) What should be the Christian's response?

The true believer should recognize the
Marxist wolf coming under the cover of
Christian sheepskin, for that is what
Liberation Theology is. The diabolical
doctrines of atheistic Communism aîe
being advanced in the name of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Evil and godless
ideologies are being clothed in Bible
verses wrested out of context to deceive
the unwary and uninformed.
'''
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( ('T'he true believer should

I

recognize the Marxist
wolf coming under the cover of
Christian sheepskin,for that is
what Liberation Theology is. The
diabolical doctrines of atheistic
Communism are being advanced
in the name of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. 2 2

The age-old dream and foul scheme of
international Communism to conquer the
world has taken a great leap forward in its
penetration of seminaries, churches and
Christian organizations throughout the
world. The WCC, RCC, and an increasing
body of evangelicals are for Liberation
Theology.The trend is irresistible and
ominous. Nevertheless, the battle is not

lost. Victory is not on their side.

The Liberation Theologians are fighting a worldly cause, with the arm of flesh.
By violent revolution and 'people politics'
they aim to overthrow all non-Marxist
regimes and bring in their 'classless socieÇ'. This simply means enslavement of the

majoriþ by the minority. It will be a
totalitarian and ruthless dictatorship of
Marxist terror from which there is no
escape.

But our Lord Jesus is ever victorious.
We who follow Him are assured of final
victory. Like Him, we say, "Our kingdom
is not of this world." (Jn 18:36)For if our
kingdom were of this world, then we must
take up arms and fight. Ours is a heavenly
kingdom and we await our King from
heaven. The Lord Jesus "shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance
on them that know not God, and that
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ . . ." (2 Thess 1:7,8)
The Lord's coming draws near by the
day. It is even at the doors. Signs of His
coming multiply before our eyes. Be not
unseeing, therefore. And while He tarries,
let all true believers hold fast the profession of their faith without wavering (Heb
10:23)for He is faithful that called us. Let
us press on with the works of the Gospel,
turning men away from the deception of
Liberation Theology and every godless
ideology to the righteousness which is in
Christ Jesus.

Behold, I come quickly! Our Lord calls
from heaven. He comes with a reward for
every man, according as our work shall
be. Work, then, my friend! Work, for the

night is

comingl

¡
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he regular worship services of the
Roman Catholic Church are called
"Masses" taken from some words
of dismissal which the priest uses as he
closes the service. The Mass is largely
liturgical, with most of the liturgy in
ancient Latin.

É

In almost every Mass there is offered
the Eucharist (meaning thanksgiving), or
holy communion, which corresponds in
part to the observance of the Lord's Table
in Protestant churches. The communicant
has placed on his tongue by the priest a
small round wafer called the Host (from
the Latin word for sacrifice) which he
swallows. This idea was adopted in l2l5
by the Lateran Council. When asked to
explain about the Catho,lic Mass, the
Roman Catholics would exclaim that it is
almost too sacred to discuss. It is referred
as the most sacred part of their faith; not
only a sacrament but also a sacrifice, and
a propitiatory sacrifice at that. It is the
most sublime act of their worship.

The Mass is a continuation of exactly
the same sacrifice as on the cross. The
only difference is that on the cross, Jesus
really shed His blood, but in the Mass it is
an unbloody sacrifice. So every time a
mass is held the sacrifice of Christ is
re-enacted. Christ dies again and again
for the sins of those who are offering
themselves.

The RC teaching stems from their
interpretation of the incident in the Upper
Room, where our Lord partook of the
Last Supper with His disciples.
(Matt. 26:26-28). When Jesus said, "This
is my body" and "This is my blood," He
there and then gave His body and blood
in sacrifice. There at that moment He
158
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humbled
Himself to enter into
our humanity but Rome has
humbled Him still further into the
form of inanimate bread and
ur

Lord

has

wir¡e. , ,

became a sacrificialvictim, not at Calvary,
and from that moment He was in a dying
condition, a state of victimisation and a

perpetual sacrifice.

By this action a

physical change came over the Lord. In
the words of Father Grace: "That Divine
High Priest . . . had really victimised Himself under the appearance of bread and
wine, thereby unfitted His Body to hold
His Blood and unfitted His Blood to abide
in His Body; and in consequence, unfitted
both Body and Blood to continue in
union with His human soul." This is the
explanation of the agony in the Garden of
Gethsemane. At this stage of His selfvictimisation, an angel came and strengthened Him, miraculously staying the
death process until the later aspect of the
sacrifice should be accomplished. Thus
the Lord had alreadv offered Himself in
actual sacrifice in the Upper Room. So
when the Lord died on the Cross, He

, ,¡r.¡1,.

made public the act of sacrifice already
performed in the Upper Room, and fixed
Himself in the state of a perpetual victim.

The mighty words, "lt is finished,
according to Father Grace, "do not de1)

clare that His sacrifice was finished, but
that He had finished His former, normal,
earthly life and was now fixed in the state
of a victim."

This offering of Himself continues in
heaven, and on earth is perpetuated in
the Mass. This perpetual sacrifice is not
simply memorial or eucharistic, but propitiatory, actually offered for sin, and to
obtain eternal life for both living and
dead. It has been estimated that since
there are about four masses per second
offered up, Christ dies, immolated on a
Romanist altar four times every second.
The doctrine also provides that while
the priest is officiating in the ritual of the
Mass, the actual blood and body of the
Lord transform themselves into the
"Host." (The priest alone drinks the
wine). This is officially called "transubstantiation," or the transformation of
Christ's body and blood into the appearance of the wafer. According to them,
when Christ said, "This is my body," this
must be taken literally. The RC position is
that, also according to John 6:54, unless
the communicant shall "eat the flesh of
the Son of Man, and drink His blood you
shall not have life in you." Therefore, it is
necessary to believe that an actual transformation takes place in the substance of
the wafer. The denial of the cup to the
laity is explained on the grounds that it
may be possible in the handling of the
wine to spill some, and thus some of the
"blood" be lost. The custom is that the
priest shall himself drink the wine on
behalf of the communicant. The regula-
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tion barring the cup to the laity was given
by the Council of Constance in 1414, and
confirmed by the Council of Trent. An
inconsistency arose. Now if the bread is
the very flesh of Christ, and the wine His

very blood, why should the laiÇ

be

barred from the latter when the Lord said,
"Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of
Man, and drink his blood, ye have no
lif.e" (Jn. 6:53)? Rome has her answer
which states: "immediately after the consecration the true Body of our Lord as
well as His true Blood under the appearances of bread and wine, His soul also
and His God-head are there: the Body
under the appearance of bread, the
Blood under the appearance of wine, but
the Body too under the appearance of
wine and the Blood under the appearance of bread . . . by force of that natural
connection and concomitance whereby
the parts of Christ . . . are knit together."
(Passed by the Council of Trent). At the
end of this "infallible" dictum is a warning
that a person will be "anathema" if he
doubts it.

Of course, the

appearances of the
bread and wine remain. Nevertheless the
substance is not bread nor wine but the
actual flesh and blood of Jesus. The RC is
taught not to trust his senses. What he
sees after the consecration are "accidence" or appearances of bread and
wine. Cyril of Jerusalem therefore taught:
"Judge not by the taste by faith . . . be
certain that ye have been honoured with
the gift of the Body and Blood of Christ."
This is the RC doctrine of the "Abstract
Idea"
an old philosophical concept
borrowed from'Plãto unã A.istotle that
only the mind can grasp the inward
essence called "substance" or anything,
so what one sees with the eyes is not the
substance, or essence at all. (This is an)
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unproved theory unknown to the laiÇ).

There are various kinds of

masses

including those of marriage ceremonies,
funeral services and special masses said
for the dead. Thgse special ones are
performed for a fee and are usually in
private. Perhaps many thousands of private masses are said in behalf of the dead
souls in Purgatory. This is in connection
with the teaching that Masses do more to
shorten the sufferer's time in purgatory
that any other exercise, since at each
Mass, Christ again offers Himself.
While it is a commendable and helpful
exercise to attend any kind of divine
service, it is unfortunate that most RCs
attend Mass out of fear and in order not to
commit mortal sin. Far better, if they
attended the service out of love and
gratitude to Christ, and a desire to learn
more of God's will and guidance.
There are several very grave errors in
the RC system of the Mass. In the first
place, our Lord never intended that the
observance of the Lord's Table should be
anything but a symbolical memorial' At
the moment He was saying, "This is my
body . . . this is the blood of the new
covenant," His own bodY and blood

were intact, The entire early church,

including the Apostles present, so under-

stood it.

In John 6, Jesus was teaching a

sPi"Eat
words,
the
used
ritualtruth when He
my flesh, drink my blood." The Jews
were justly angry against Him, if He really
meant that they were to eat human flesh.
But when He saw that they were so

materially minded that they could not
grasp the spiritual content, in vs. 36, He
told them in language they could underr60

stand. "lt is the spirit that quickeneth; the
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they
are li|e." The flesh will not profit us. His
Spirit quickens, and His words (they are
life) produce life in us. In John 6:35:
'Jesus said unto them. I am the bread of
life: he that cometh to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall
never thirst." Jesus did not say. "He that
eateth me," but "he that cometh to me.";
not "He that drinketh me" but 'he that
believeth on me.'

The interpretation of Christ's words
"This is my body" to be taken literally is
unwarranted. When Jesus said in Jn' 10:9
"l am the door," surely He must be
speaking figuratively. In John 15, Jesus
said, "l am the true vine." Was Jesus a
literal vine? So when Jesus held a piece
of bread in His hands and said, "This is
my body," was He then holding His own
literal body in His hands? Then again,
when He ale the Lord's Super with His
disciples, was He then eating His own
body too? Thus this "Wafer-God" is a
blasphemous fraud.

In only one form is our Lord Jesus
represented in all His appearings to men,
and that is "like unto the Son of Man."
Even when He is spoken of as an angel,
the form is that of a man. Our Lord has
humbled Himself to enter into our
humaniþ but Rome has humbled Him
still further into the form of inanimate
bread and wine. Praise God that the
humiliation of our Lord at the cross is not
thus rewarded with perpetual humiliation
on RC altars, but with perpetual exaltation. "Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted him" . "at His right hand in the
¿ Prince and Saviour.
heavenlies"

-

i
To view the elements as the

actual

body and blood, and to consider the

memorial service as a re-enactment of
Calvary, is to do grievous disparagement

to the Word of God. It is a

cardinal
that
once,
only
died
that
Christ
doctrine
was
tree
His sacrifice on the accursed
efficacious for all time.

"So also was Christ offered once to

take away the sins of

manY."

(Heb.9:28. RC Bible).

"Once for all at the end of ages, he has
appeared for the destruction of sin by the
sacrifice of Himself." (Heb. 9:26).
First of all, to place the historic action of
the sacrifice for sin in the Upper Room
instead of at the cross is to deny the
thus minimizwhole tenor of Scripture

not only
ing the Cross. In RC churches,
also the
but
Supper,
the institution of the
celebration of it, is given pre-eminence
over the Cross itself. Without these, the
Cross would have no efficacy. It is scarcely necessary to say that this is not the
emphasis of the New Testament. Nowhere in it would one find one word
about the Mass. No apostle ever said
Mass, and yet there are hundreds of other
commands. Peter stresed in I Pet. 2:24,
"Who his own self bare our sins in his
own body on the ttee." "Christ crucified"

was Paul's great emphasis. It was "the
preaching of the cross" that was foolishness to those who were perishing "but
unto us which are saved, it is the power of
God." His strong determination was to
"not know anything among you, save
Jesus Christ and him crucified." It was on
the cross that the Lord redeemed us from
the curse of the law, "being made a curse
for us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone
that hangeth on a ttee" (Gal. 3:13). It is

the Cross that is the potent instrument of
reconciliation, the blood the agent of
peace.

Not only does the RC doctrine shift the

place of actual sacrifice but it sweeps
away the "finished" work of the Cross by
its scheme of perpetual sacrifice, which
flatly contradicts God's revelation in the
New Testament. The Bible makes crystal
clear that when Christ died on thè Cross,
every one of
He died for all our sins
To
this is to
deny
for
all.
them once and
deny that He died for any sin. According
to RC belief, that is heresy. If so, if the
teaching that Christ died for all sins is
heresy, then God is the author of heresy!

Another point is that the words in
Heb.9:22. "Without shedding of blood
lhere is no remission of sin," clearly
record a bloody sacrifice. Thus the Mass is
disqualified because it is an unbloody
saciifice. Heb. 10:10,12; 9:25,26; 7:27
teach that to repeat the sacrifice is forbidden. It has been done ONCE FOR ALL.
Romans 6:9,10; "Christ being raised
from the dead dieth no more . . . for in
that he dieth, he died unto sin once."

Thus the Lord's SuPPer was not designed to be a sacrifice, it was to commãmorate the Finished Sacrifice of Calvry. "This do in remembrance of me."
Cñrist Himself took the bread and broke
it. Did He then have two bodies, one
living and one dead? He tells us to do this
"till He comes." When He comes will He
have one body in the air and another on

the altars of Rome? It should be

a

forward to His coming
(l Cor 11:20).

I

celebration "a showing forth" of something already done. In the ordinance the
beliãver remembers His sacrifice, acknowledges His present power and looks
again'

(Reprint from the 'Malaysia Christian', July 1966)
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onight we are second in a series of
four studies of the history of the
Christian Church. The studv of
Church History, according to Professor
A.M. Renwick of the Free Church College, Edinburgh "is not merely one which
satisfies our curiosity as to what happened in past times; it is of great practical
value for the present. Man is essentially
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the same in every âg€, although his

surroundings and the circumstances of his
life may differ. He has had, essentially,
the same weaknesses and the same
aspirations all through history. In spite of
changing circumstances, and the presence and absence of certain factors, man
has basically varied but little within historic times."

In sketching the story of the Church of
Rome from its origin to its growth to this
day, it is hoped we can also obtain some
lessons for our own admonition, that we
may the more profit thereby.

Origin
According to the introduction of Paul's
letter to the Romans, we gather that
about the year A.D. 60, when Paul was
making plans to visit Rome, there had
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already been established there a communiÇ of Roman Christians. How they
became thus organised into a church,
there is no record. The Roman Catholic
Church today, in her claim to apostolic
succession in St. Peter, dates his bishopric
at Rome from 42 to 67 A.D. This is highly
questionable. Professor Renwick says,
"Had Peter been there belore 61 A.D.
Paulcould not have failed to mention him
in his Epistles he wrote from that ciþ just
prior to the date". At any rate, "the fact
that Peter probably visited Rome as an
apostle would not make him Bishop of
Rome, much less Pope of Rome".

The origin of the Church of Rome
could wellbe traced to Pentecost. Among
the 16 nationalities and languages represented at the coming of the Holy Spirit,
whereby 3,000 were saved, "visitors from
Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism)," are mentioned. (Acts 2:70, 77,
NIV). These returning

to

Rome years

before either Paul or Peter reached Rome
could well have witnessed their newfound faith to the people of Rome. It was
not necessary that many be won to the

Lord before a church could be

estab-

lished. "Where two or three are gathered
together in my name" is the beginning,

according to Dr. Carl Mclntire, of a
Christian Church. The B-P Church of
several thousand today began 30 years
ago with amere handful of 30. And there
was no great bishop, like St Peter, as
claimed by the Roman Catholic Church,
to start it, but a gathering of humble
disciples.

Faith

The origin of the Church of Rome
insofar as their faith was concerned was
also commendable. Paulthanked God for
them that their faith was spoken of
throughout the whole world (Rome. 1:8).
Calvin says "the faith of the Romans had
been voiced in the whole world by allthe
faithful who were able to form a proper
opinion of it, and pass a right judgment
on it". What is the reputation of our B-P
Church? We are known as a separatist
church, separated from unbelief and
worldliness, but can we say we are livinþ
up to our separated testimony?

4.D., her faithfulness and purity,

as

against the unfaithfulness and abominations of the Roman system today. Let the
Bible-Presbyterian Church also take
heed. I said at the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the B-P Church at the National
Theatre in 1975 that if we did not take
care, this Church that was founded to
defend the faith and withstand the flood
of liberalism and ecumenism would be
carried away by it in the next quartercentury.

How did the faithfulChurch of Rome in

the days of the Apostle Paul fall to its
present-day sunken position? As it is with
all flesh, it is by a gradual process of
deterioration and degeneration. The
scriptural word is "apostasV", â falling
away from the faith.
How Rome Became Seat Of The Papacy
There were the early days when the)

The Church Of Rome Today In Apostasy

Alas, Rome that was once a faithful
Church, a Church which occasioned for
us the Epistle to the Romans, in which the
magna carta of God's salvation plan for
man is enshrined, is today become the
unfaithful of the unfaithfuls. In a visit I
paid to Rome in the sixties, I found myself
under the dark pall of Roman Catholic
superstitions and idolatry. There was not
a single Protestant Church I could go to
on a Sunday morning except the "upper
room" of an American Protestant missionary. Here he had gathered a handful
of his converts from among the ltalian
people, and there I recited Romans 1:177 to remind them of the noble beginnings of the Church of Rome about 60
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Church underwent persecution by the
Roman emperors. Most notorious of the
ten emperors that persecuted Christians
were Nero. Paul was executed at the end
of his reign.
When Christianity finally won the struggle against the Roman rulers and became
the state religion under Constantin e The
Great (274-337 A.D.) then were sown the
seeds of decay. The favours that the State
now accorded the Church, welcome
though they were, tended to produce an
arrogant spirit in the clergy. The humble
spirit of a suffering Church as exemplified
by Smyrna gave way to the haughty and
lethargic spirit of a well-to-do Church as
exemplified by Laodicea.
The Church of Rome gained further
powers when the capital city of the
Empire became the chief seat of learning
and culture. Under Leo the Great (390461 A.D.) who was the first truly great
Churchman to appear since apostolic
times, the name Pope was accorded him
and his successors at Rome. Under Leo
the Church was able to bring order out of
chaos, for during this period the Roman
Empire was attacked by barbarians. The
Western Church had to look to Rome as
its centre of unity, for the Roman bishop
was its only metropolitan or archbishop.

Nevertheless, it is with the entrance
into the Middle Ages in 590 A.D. when
Gregory I, also called the Great, became
Bishop of Rome that he was considered
the first Pope who could securely wear
this title. Gregory, after Leo whom we've
mentioned and before Gregory VII (10731085 A.D.) and Innocent III (7798-1216
A.D.) stands out as one of the four
architects of the Papal system. He re164

newed claim of universal supremacy in
the Church which was first made by Leo I
and he vied with the Bishop of Constantinople, capital city in the Eastern part of
the Roman Empire, of this supremacy.
He taught that there was no salvation for
anyone outside the one Catholic Church,
and he claimed to be head of it. This
claim is maintained by the Roman Catholic Church to this day, although she is
now engaged in an ecumenical reunion
with the Protestant Church.

( ( (-

ome out of her, my
people, that ye be
not partakers of her sins, and that
ye receive not of her pl.gr"r. t t
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With arrogance over all the churches
the Pope now enters into the political

t'
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arena to subdue kings and emperors.
With 700 million Catholics behind him
the Pope today is the same, but he does it
now more subtly, through diplomacy.
Watch out for Pope John Paul II who will
soon visit the Philippines, and what President Marcos will do for him.

That the Pope is more politican than a
preacher and that you will find little of
Paul or John in Pope John Paul II is
reflected in this observation by Professor
Chang Lit Sen published in the Amer-

ican-Chinese magazine Ambassadors
Vol. XXI, No. 2, April 1980. Professor
Chang comments:
"Historians have designated Oct. 31,
1517 the day that Martin Luther nailed his
95 theses to the door of the Wittenburg
Church to be Reformation Day."

On Oct. 7, 1979 John Paul II the new
Pope flew from Ireland to Boston on a
visit to USA. The writer, being a visiting
lecturer and preacher sojourning in the
outskirts of Boston, took special time off
to watch the T.V. for six hours (3-9 p.m.).
This was not to see the hubbub but rather
to hear what actually the Pope would say.
The result was a great disappointment to

my expectations.
He spoke three times from a paper like
a diplomat on a goodwillvisit. His speech
was woven in worldly sentences, emptgl
words of peace and love. It contained
neither substance nor power. In the
conclusion of his final message to the
people at the City Park, he did exhort
youth to follow Jesus, but why, he did not
make any point. Roman Catholics mistakenly believe the Pope to be Vicar of
Christ. But Christ came to the world to die
for its salvation. Though'He was rich yet

He became poor. On earth He had
nowhere'to lay his head . . . As to the
Pope he makes himself to be the No. 1.
He goes about in state, to be revered by
his followers. He makes himself greater
than emperors and presidents, but takes
the Gospel and Christian Doctrine lightly.
He flows with the tide for popularity,
"having a form of godliness but denying
the power thereof . . ."

ln 7964 Pope Paul VI visited India. In
his reply to the Indian President's welcome the Pope said, "Your country is one
with an ancient culture, a house that
seeks after God, the birthplace of great
religions. This zeal to seek after God is
rare to find. Many centuries before the
birth of Christ there were manifested in
your scriptures the spiritual yearnings for
the coming of the Saviour. "Lead me
from fantasy to the reality, from darkness
to light, from death to non-decay". (Time,
Dec. 11, 1964).
The above words were the Pope's very
own. These prove he had no idea which
'religion was true and which was false.
This proves that he took God's special
revelation, the Bible, at par with pagan
writing. . . "

It is most important for us to study the
corruption of the doctrines of the Church
of Rome through the ages.

Growth Of Errors Through The Ages
By going through a list compiled by Dr
Loraine Boettner of some Roman Catholic heresies and inventions and the dates
of their adoption over a period of 1,650
years the reader will be convinced why
ih" Ro-un Catholic Church is identified
with the Harlot Church of Revelation 17')
r65

A

selected list

of Roman Catholic Heresies and Inventions from Loraine Boettner:
A.D.
300

1.

Prayers forthe dead, began about

2.

Veneralion of angels and dead saints, and use of images

375

3.

The Mass, as a daily celebration

394

4.

Beginning of the exaltation of Mary, the term "Mother of God" first applied to
her by the Council of Ephesus

437

5.

Priests began to dress differently from laymen

500

6.

Extreme Unction

526

7

. T\e doctrine of Purgatory, established

by Gregory I

593

8.

Prayers directed to Mary, dead saints and angels, about

600

9.

Kissing the pope's foot, began with Pope Constantine

709

10. Worship of the cross, images and relics, authorised in

786

11. Worship of St. Joseph

890

72. Canonization of dead saints, first by Pope John XV

995

13. The Mass, developed gradually

as a sacrifice, attendance made obligatory in the

1000

11th Century

14. Celibacy of the priesthood, decreedby pope Gregory VII (Hildebrand)

r079

15. The Rosary, mechanical praying with beads, invented by Peter the Hermit

1090

16. The Inquisition, instituted by the Council of Verona

1184

17. Sale of Indulgences

1190

18. Transubstantiation, proclaimed by pope Innocenl III

r2t5

19. Auricular Confession of sins to a priest instead of to God, instituted by pope
Innocent III, in Lateran Council

7275

20. Adoration of the wafer (host), decreed by pope Honorius III

7220

21. Bible forbidden to laymen, placed on the Index of Forbidden Books by the

22.

Councilof Valencia

1229

Cup forbidden to the people at communion by Council of Constance

r474

23. Purgatory proclaimed

t66

as a dogma by the Council of Florence

1438

24. The doctrine of Seven Sacraments Affirmed

7439

25. Tradition declared of equal authority with the Bible by the Council of Trent

1545

26.

t546

Apocryphal books added to the Bible by the Council of Trent

27. Immaculate Conception

of the Virgin Mary, proclaimed by pope Pius IX

1854

28. Syllabus of Errors, proclaimed by pope

Pius IX, and ratified by the Vatican
Council; condemned freedom of religion, conscience, speech, press, and
scientific discoveries which are disapproved by the Roman Church; asserted the
pope's temporal authoriÇ over all civil rulers.

29. Infallibiliþ

7864

of the pope in matters of faith and morals, proclaimed by the Vatican

tB70

Council

30, Assumption of the Virgin Mary (bodily ascension into heaven shortly after her
1950

death), proclaimed by pope Pius XII

I

Commenting on the list Loraine Boettner says, "Add to these many others;
monks-nuns-monasteries-converts-forty
Sunday
days Lent-holy week
-AllPalm
Ash Wednesday
Saints day meat day
Candlemas day - fish duy
incense
holy oil
holy palms
-Christopher
-medals
-charms
novenas
and still others.

-

There you have it
the melancholy
evidence of Rome's -steadily increasing
departure from the simplicity of the Gos-

a departure so radical and farreaching at the present time that it has
produced a drastically anti-evangelical
pel,

church. It is clear beyond possibility of
doubt that the Roman Catholic religion as
now practised is the outgrowth of centuries of error. Human inventions have been
substituted for Bible truth and practice.
Intolerance and arrogance have replaced
the love and kindness and tolerance that
were the distinguishing qualities of the
first century Christians, so that now in
Roman Catholic countries Protestants
and others who are sincere believers in

Christ, but who do not acknowledge the
authoriþ of the pop€, are subject to all
kinds of restrictions and in some cases
even forbidden to practise their religion,
The distinctive attitude of the present day
Roman Church was fixed largely by the
Council of Trent (1545-1563), with its
more than 100 anathemas or curses
pronounced against allwho then or in the
future would dare to differ with its decisions."

Has The Roman Catholic

Church

Changed For The Belter?

But you will say, has not the Roman
Catholic Church lately changed for the
better from its previous absolutist position? Has not the Roman Catholic Church
begun to take part in the Ecumenical
Movement and now addresses Protestants not as heretics but as "separated
brethren"? Are not Roman Catholics and
Anglicans joining hands in charismatic
meetings such as were recently held at
the St. Andrew's Cathedral, under the
joint leadership of Anglican Bishop Chiu )
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It and R.C. Archbishop

Gregory

Yong?

Our answer is: Although the Roman
Catholic Church has begun to callProtestants "separated brethren", she continues
to hold firmly to her age-old errors and
superstitions. What is new in her doctrine
and life is her present day fulfilling the
role of the Mother of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth described in Rev.
17. According to the New International
Dictionary of the Christian Church edtted
by J.D. Douglas, the Roman Catholic
Church not only thinks of reuniting with
the Protestant Church and the Greek
Orthodqx Church, but also with Judaism
and the great non-Christian religions, yea,
even atheism! The way is now open not

only to acknowledge Protestants as
"brothers by baptism" but to see in

Muslims and Hindus, and even atheists,
those who by exercising "implicit" faith
are in the "hidden" church.

To hasten the work of reunion with
Protestants, the Roman Catholic Church
today has caught up with the charismatic
movement. As Catholics and Protestants
worship together in common tonguesspeaking, it is proclaimed in the Anglican
official organ, Courier, that this is the
work of the Holy Spirit. Under this
outward manifestation of the Holy Spirit,
so must the outward reunion between
Rome and Protestants and the creation of
a world church of various faiths be
declared the work of God! This is the
latest counterfeit and falsehood that

Satan is spreading to lead astray, if
possible, even the elect. What a departure is the Church of Rome today from
that which flourished in the days of the
Apostle Paul.
As we conclude this brief sketch of the
168

origin and growth of the Church of Rome,
let us hear the words of the angel:
"Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen and
is become the habitation of devils, and
the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of
every unclean and hateful bird . . . Come
out of her, my people, that ye be not
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive
not of her plagues. For her sins have
reached into heaven, and God hath

remembered

her iniquities"

(Rev.

18:2,4). Are you a member of the Church
of Rome? Come out of her! Are you
joining hands with Roman Catholics and
Anglicans in charismatic meetings?
"Come out from among them and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing: and I will receive you,
And willbe a Father unto you, and ye will
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
AlmighÇ" (ll Cor. 6:17,18). And let every
Protestant treasure the precious heritage
of justification by faith which Luther had
reclaimed for us. Let us preserve this
heritage by "earnestly contending for the
faith which was once delivered unto the
saints" (Jude 3) in a 2}th Century Reformation. "When the enemy shall come
in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall

lift up a standard against
(lsa. 59:19).
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ow the LORD had said unto
Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a
land that I will shew thee" (Gen 12:1).
This same land which God promised
Abram was visited by 50 pilgrims on a
study tour led by Rev Timothy Tow from

lst-15th June 1987.

I thank the Lord for the privilege of
being able to see this land which He gave
to His chosen people. The Bible which I
have been reading became very much
alive as we visited the biblical sites.
Indeed, the trip was a first-hand, audio-

visual, touring seminar conducted by Mr
Sami Grayeb, our Arab guide who is a
universiÇ graduate and former high
school teacher in history. We not only
learnt much in Israelbut also experienced
the good hand of the Lord upon us. His
providential care was evident in keeping
us safe in spite of an initial plane engine
malfunction which delayed the trip by
one day, in helping some of us to recover
lost luggages and a camera, and in granting all of us good health and strength and
a smooth journey throughout. Let me
give you an idea of our stay in Israel and
highlight some places which I f.eeI are
significant.

Our tour proper began in Jordan (biblical Ammon and Moab). In Jordan, we
climbed mount Nebo to take a panoramic

view of the promised land. On

this
mount, Moses saw the land of Canaan but

by the Lord
(Deut 34:1-4). Then, we crossed the River Jabbok where Jacob wrestled with
God (Deut 32:22-28) on our way to the
mountains of Gilead where Jerash, one of
the cities of the Decapolis is situated.
Jerash is, perhaps, the best preserved and
was denied entrance
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Stone replico of the 'Menoroh', o seuen-branch
condlestic whích uos used ín the temple

most complete provincial Roman city in
the world. Jesus' fame was mentioned in
Matthew 4:25 to have spread even to the
Decapolis where he had followers.

We entered Israel via Allenby bridge
built over the southern end of the River
Jordan. The main atraction of our visit to
Israel was Jerusalem, the city of David.
Within the old city walls of Jerusalem
stands Mount Zion and Mount Moriah.
Mount Moriah was where Abraham went
to sacrifice his one and only son Isaac as
the Lord commanded him. It was also the

:r:
FEBC members ot

the Boroko Hostel

Jerusalem, the capital of the kingdom
of Judah was a thriving ciÇ both in the
Old Testament period as well as in the
New Testament. With a population of
about 450,000, it is still a hive of activity
today. This is because it is the city of
Godts choice. In contrast, the palace of
King Ahab in Samaria, the capital of the
nortlhern kingdom which was man's
choice, is in ruins today. As Christians' we
look forward to the new Jerusalem, and

"'T'he

Bible which I have
t been reading became
very much alive as we visited the
biblical sites."
mount on which Solomon's Temple was

built. Today, the Dome of the
occupies this sPot.

Rock

Beit El Baraka which means 'House of
God's blessing' was, indeed, a house of
the Lord's blelsing for us. It was a home
from home. We sPent 7 nights in
away
-Christian
hostel whith was formerly
this
; Ñab hosPital. It is located)

t7l

'Golgotha', the site
where Jesus was
crucìfied.

13 kilometres south on Hebron Road
near Bethlehem. We certainly had an
enjoyable and comfortable stay there.

Having toured Jerusalem, we travelled
day's
journey, the sea of Galilee was indeed a
welcoming sight. The sea of Galilee is a
beautiful, harp-shaped lake. Sunrise over
the lake, with the Golan heights at the
horizon was a sight worth waking up early
in the morning to see. The temptation to
swim in its inviting waters on a hot
afternoon was hard to resist. It is no
wonder, that the ancient rabbis used to
remark, "Jehovah created seven seas, but
the sea of Galilee is His delight." The sea
of Galilee supports life along and beyond
its shores. St. Peter's fish, a common
species in the sea, abounds in its waters.
The sea freely receives from the Jordan
and freely gives. In contiast, the Dead
Sea which we visited later, only receives
and does not give. That is why it is what it
is today
dead!

north to Galilee. After a long

I

i

l

-
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In Galilee, we stayed for 2 nights at Nof
Ginosar, a kibbutz hotel in the northwestern shore of the Galilee Sea. During our
stay in this hotel we were able to observe
what a Jewish kibbutz was like. The
kibbutz is a unique form of voluntary
cooperative living, found only in Israel.
The success of such a communal system
owes much to the strong pioneering and

patriotic spirit of the Jews.

We also spent a night at a Christian
kibbutz called Nes Ammim. Nes Ammim
is an international Christian communiÇ

situated northwest of Galilee. It was
established to create "a new relatioriship
between Jews and Christians following
centuries of alienation and ignorance."
The Christians represented here come
from Holland, W. Germany, Switzerland
and U.S,A.
Our tour of the north included a visit to
the Golan heights. The Golan heights is a
militarily strategic zone. After Syria was

defeated in the War of Liberation (1948)
by Israel, the Syrians fortified themselves
on the Golan heights which commands
the whole of northern Israel. From this
strategic bridgehead, they kept up constant warfare, bombarding Israeli settlements. At the outbreak of the Six-day War
(L967),lsrael retaliated Syria's offence by
storming the heights, ousting Syrian
forces in the process. It is still heavily
guarded by the Israelis and this is one site
they will never give up.
Of the 3 museums (Shrine of the Book,
Nahum Goldmann Museum of the Jewish
Diaspora and Yad Vashem Memorial) we
visited, I found the visit to the Yad
Vashem Memorial or the Jewish Holocaust Museum most eye-opening. It was
truly an experience that will be hard to
forget. The black and white photographs
displayed, tell a gruesome story of what
the Jews went through in World War IL
The extent of cruelty and inhumanity of

one human being towards another is
unimaginable. The Holocaust demon-

strated the sinfulness of sin; the wretched
state that man is in. Six million Jewish
men, women and children were either
starved,_ gassed or shot to death by the
Nazis. Going through this museum was
certainly a sobering experience.

Our last couple of days in Israel were
spent having fellowship with the Arab
Christians of Baraka B-P Church. The
programme included a volleyball game
which the visitors lost, two games to one,
a picnic dinner and an evening service of
sharing and testimony. It was also a
heartwarming experience to worship the
Lord together on Sunday mornings. "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in uniÇ"
(Ps 133: 1).

The trip to Israel was truly an educational and enjoyable one. Israel's existence testifies of the truth that the one, true
and living God is the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob. To Him be the glory.

Amen.

r

Some pilgríms at
the gorden tomb
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"lf Calvin says that the pastor should stay
near the Church, I say he should stay in
the Church."

"Quoting John Sung on the baptism
question: "More faith less water, less faith
more water."

"Calvin says the law of predestination
does not contradict the law of
providence. Therefore if you have good
teeth, don't say I have no need to brush
them."
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"The distinctiveness oÍ FEBC instruction
is that every lecturer is also a pastor; what
he teaches has gone through the crucible
of testing."

t/

"Worship, says Augustine, is the mother
of all virtues."
"Darkness can never fight against light. If
your life is light, no dark power can harm

you."
"Do not be afraid to give. As a well gives
of its water it is soon refilled by lively

"l

do not give you a fish, I teach you how
to fish."

"No one who uses his hands will ever
starve."
"Do not sit in your room

springs."
"Samaria, the capital of man's planning
lies in ruins. Jerusalem, the chosen city of
God, flourishes forever."

to pray

for

bananas. Go downstairs to the garden
and changkol, and manna from heaven

willcome down."

"Don't keep ducks, but feed sheep!"
"Galilee that gives and gives is ever full.
The Dead Sea that gets and gets is dead
empty."
"Calvinism

is not static but dynamic
inasmuch as predestination is not
fatalism."

"My strength

is as the strength of ten,
because my heart is pure" should be the
vigour of every Christian minister."

"Every pastor should not be hemmed in
the four walls of his beautilul brick
church. His church fence should extend
to the uttermost part ol the earth."

"He that exalteth

his gate seeketh
destruction (Prov. 17:19). Do not build to
excel your neighbours."

"lf you buy a book, you must read it, or
else

"A higher law overrides

a

lower law, e.g

the law of necessity takes preèedence
over the law of the Sabbath."
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it will be a loss."

"lf you eat a big dinner tonight, drink
only water the next morning."

jll¡;iì¡trt,t, ,/

"Dispensational theology is like taking a
lift up a seven-storey building stopping at
every level. Covenantal theology is like
going up from ground to top floor at one
stretch."
"Gardening is one occupation that is
without sin, because that was man's
occupation in the time of his innocency."

"lf you want to be young, ioin Life
Church."

"lf a pastor

has a strong inclination to sell
Christian books, then lethim resign his
pastorship and become a Christian
bookseller."
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"As for me I sleep soundest the Saturday
night before I preach my Sunday morning
message. I put the thoughts of my
message to ink and paper early Sunday
morning and go over three times. Sermon
preparation is like cooking."

"l

was a Government interpreter and
translator once. What was required of us
when translating anything in dispute was
to render it word for word. To give a
dynamic equivalent at the expense of the
original word in Bible translation is
inadmissible."

"Learning Hebrew with its intricate
pointings makes you a precise man."

"Paul's tent-making is not equivalent to
Watchman Nee's going into big
business."

...,þ
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"When you preach, speak with your ears!
i.e. monitor whether your words can
reach those sitting in the last pews."

"Every pastor should be like the fireman
on call 24 hours of the day. He
-mustbesettle
in himseff, "l am prepared to
be bothered anytime oÍ the day or night.")
"When someone asked me iÍ by believing
Jesus he could have rice to eat, I replied,

"Without Jesus, you get one bowl. With
Jesus you get two because with your
improved appetite (like giving up
smoking) yolt eat more."
"When you speak, speak like a man, not
like a clergyman."

"Without the horizontal there is no
vertical: he that loveth not his brother
whom he hath seen how can he love God
whom he hath not seen (l John 4:20)"
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"Quoting Augustine, "The lirst three
rules of rhetoric are pronunciation,
pron un c iation, pron un ciati on."

"Default of a Church in carrying out the
Full-four Commission produces parcch urch organisations."

"Quoting Calvin, "the Íirst three rules oÍ
theology are humility, humility, humility."

"God

movement, not a
machine and a monLtment."

"Giving is not by faith-promise but by
love-increase."

"Be prepared to die, if you want to sen/e
God."

"lÍ everyone will do his best, God will

"No

uses a man and a

/oss, no gain,

no

cross, no

crown."

take care of the test."

"The four forms of support for effective
"Self help with God help is the best
help."
"The four Chinese sins are womanising,
gambling, drinking, smoking. The four
temptations of a Christian minister are
money, sex, pride, idleness."

speech are statement, restatement,
illustration, testimony. Re-statement is the
most important of them all."

"Transition in a sermon is like the
shunting of a train."

"After false Christs, false spirits, false
apostles, false brethren, false witnesses,
false prophets, false teachers, the
principal has discovered an eighth variety:
'false students'."
ta

"Economy is the mother of prosperity."

"The Church must be run like a private
enterprise with the proÍit-motive for souls
first of all."
"Every Church is a missionary society
and most cost-effective at that."
"The Great Commission is a full-four
Commission : missions, evangelism,
church organisation, indoctrination."
"Live as if Christ is coming next Monday,
buttoday is Sunday!"
"Decentralisation, not centralisation, is
the key to Church growth."
176

To illustrate the mystery of
predestination the principal tells his
banana skin story: " Suppose I invite you
to dinner and you break your knee cap
on the way by tripping on a banana skin.
Who is liable?'

"To theorise on Church growth

is like

sowing seed on the classroom cement

"Do something good for Jesus
everyday."

floor."
"Gospel songs sound sweeter in another
language."

"Not tongues in confusion, but

tears in

con[ession."
';.'¡¡ltw

"lf you want
only way

is

to have a happy trip, the

generously tip."

"One blessing of giving is that it brings
you joy unspeakable and good health."
"A,nticipation in a setmon will lead to
effe ctive appli cation."

"l

am training you students to be lions,
but not after the king lio,n who sleeps
seventeen hours a day!"

"Every student.should learn to be an
elephant-his docility."
"To pick up litter on the College grounds
for Jesus' sake is as sacred as preaching
from the pulpit."

"As for me I do not want to buy a little
house for retirement because I believe a
Christian minister should d¡e in harness."

"The two greatest blessings on earth are
health and a happy home."
"The meek shallinheritthe earth' So do
not be a go-getter."

"A windfall of blessing

is doubly sweet."

"He who wants to build God's House
"Learn to use your hands like the
Americans-that is how they became a
great nation."

must have clean hands and a pure heart."
(Ps 24).

"The Trend is toward the Trained."

"Prayer is the hardest lesson to learn, so it
is one lesson from which I have not
graduated."

"The half of knowledge is to know where
to find it."

"A Christian willnever

"He who

"Moneg is very secondary to spiritualiP'"

is afraid to die has died a

hundred times."

"He who
die."

is not afraid to die will not easily

saY,

die!"

ÍMusic

is next to theology-Martin
Luther. Music is half of John Sung's

sermons."
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Singapura
T. Tow

Samuel A.Ward

0

Fair-est lsleof Southern Seas,Thy wa-ters are s0 blue; Waft by
1.
2. Our fathers came to this qreen shore, From ma'nv climes and lands;They found

a

a

bal-my
ri- cher

3.0ntheewevebuiltanew-ci-ty-Secondgreatpórtofthe world. Let'Rightprevailand
4. To - day we sail as one na - tion, ()ur f lag is f ly- ing high; May our Cap'tain by

o-cean breeze,Thy land is deckedwith dew. Sing-a
life in store Belneath just ru-ling hands. Sing-a

E-qui-ty,

Not bymight nor

wise ac-tion Steer us

by

with Com-pass

- pura! Sing-a- pura! Thou
- pura! Sing-a- pura! Thou
power. Sing-a- pura! Sing-a-pural So
nigh. Sing-a - pura! Sing - a- pura! Light

avoured lsle of ease. God blesstheeyet withThine increaseAnd peacefrom yeartoyear.
ha-ven of the free. God blesstheeyetwithThineincrease,Andpeacefromveart0Vear.

f

may thys6ns serve

ship
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of

thee.

God bless theeVetwithThineincræseAndpeacefromyeartoyear.

li - ber-ty. Sail on un-10 pros-pe-ri-ty And

peaceathousandyears.

